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Ad. Seff 59. November 28. 
- AF, approving the Regiſters. 


A Nent the report of the Aſſemblies judgement of the aus. | 
thority of rhebooks of Aflembly ; The Moderatour ha® | 
ving deſired thar if any of the Aﬀembly had any thing to ſay, þ 
they would now declare it, otherwie they would hold allap- } 
proven by the Asſcmbly. | 
The Commiſſioner his Grace proteſted that the Aſſemblies |} 
approving theſe books , .or any thing contained im them be no wayes 
prejudicial! ro/his Majeſtic , nor tg the Archbiſhops , and 
Biſhops of this Kingdome , or any of rheir adherents; be- F} 
Cauſe he had ſome exceptions againſt theſe books, My' | 
Lord Rethes deſired theſe exceptions to be eondeſcended on, 
and they ſhoulg be preſently cleared , and proteſted that 
theſe books ſhould be eſteemed authentick and obligatorie 
hereafrer. | : | | | | 
The whole Afﬀembly all ia one voice approved theſe 
, bboks» and ordained the ſame to make faith injudgement ; 
and out with, inall timecommirg, as the true and aurhen- 
tick Regiſters ofthe Kirk of Scotland , conformto rhe teſti= | 
monie ſubſcribed by the Commurtie, to be inſert with-che þ 

| rezſonsthereofin rhe books of Aſſembly : Whereof the ten= 
"Mo our followerh. | F | 
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E under-ſubſcribers , having power and commiſſien 

_ -.-.. fromthe generall Aſſembly now preſently conyeened, | 
and firing at Glaſgow, to peruſe, examine and ognolce 
upon the validity. , faith and ſtrength of the books and regi- ] 
ſtersof the Aſſembly under- written , to wit :, A regiſter }] 
beginnin2 atthe Aſſembly holden rhe twentie day of Decem= s 
ber 1560. and endinp at the fourth ſeflion of the Aſſembly | 


| holden the 28 of December 1566. T7 | 
© © Trem another regiſter beginning at the generall Aﬀembly, #: 
hoiden the ſecond. day of Tune 1567. and ending”at the' FF. 
Fourth ſeſſion of the Aſſembly holden at Perch the ninth day Y 
of Avgrſt 1552, whichregiſter aha 4a » and mwltilate } 
| in rhe.end, and econtaineth are no leaf nor page after that F 

: page which containerhrhe. wt pry. qreig oo. - - _— +. 
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o- Aſſembly , 16 33. LY 
Item aregiſter of the Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh the * 
ſeventh day of Auguſt 1574. and ending with rhe twelfth. . 
ſeflion , being the lalt ſeſſion of the Aﬀſembly 1579-. -Þ 
Frem another regiſter beginning at the Aſſembly bolden 
| . at Edinburghthe tenth of May 15.86. andending,in-rheſeyen<' 
) teenth ſcion ofthe Aſſembly holden in March. 1589. _ 
| Item another regiſter being the fifth book , and greatelh 
j. volume, beginningat the Aſſembly holden in Ame} 156cd 
+ andending in the year 1590. T2 
Having carefully viewed, peruſed and confidered che 
ſaids regiſters, and every one of them, and being deeply and 
maturely adviſed, asina matter of greateſt weight _— conſe- 
quence, do atreſtbefore God, andupon our conſcience de- 
clare to the world and-this preſent Aſſembly, thar the ſaids ' 
foure regiſters above expreſſed , and every one ofthem, are 
famous , authentick'and good regiſters: which ought to be 
ſo repured,and have publick faith in judgement and out-witle 
| asvalid and truerecordsin al! rþjngs ,and thar the ſaid fifth& 
- greateſt book, beginning at the Aﬀembly x560. and — 
1590. being margined by the hand» writs oftheClerk, a 
 reviler of the regiſters, cognoſced,, and tryed, and agrees 
] . able ro the 6ther foure regiſters, in what 1s extant inthem, 
ought alſo to be free of all prejudice and ſuſpicion, and re- . 
ceived with credit. And in reſtimonie of our {olemne affir- 
mation , We have ſubſcribed theſe preſents with our handbs 


WebSite Sic ſubſcribitur , | 
[ Maſter Andrew Ramſay. 
+ Me 93; ror Adamſon. 
Me | MaſterlomRow __ 
1 2 Maſter Robert Murray, 
"1"ghhe T ' Maſter Alexander Gibſon, 
| Maſter Tames Boner. 
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Reaſons proving the froe Books and Regi- 
- ers produced beforethe Aſſembly to be authentick, 


2F*He books now exhibited unto us underſcribers, which 


we- have reviſed and peruſed by commiflion from the 
_”m—_ Aſſembly, are rue regiſters of the Kick: to wit, 
ive Volumes, whereof the firſt rwo contain the acts of the 
Aſembly., from the year of God 1560. to the year 1572. 


' All ſabſtribed by Tobhn Gray Clerk. Thethird from the year 
. of God1574- tortheyear 1579- The fourth fromthe year  * 
" of God 1586, ro the year 1589, At which-time Maſter 
Fames Richie was Clerk » who hath frequently written upon 


the margine of rhe ſaids two laſt books, and ſubſcribed the 


© Caid margine with his handwriting. And the fifth book 
being the greateſt Volume, containing the atts of the gene- 


rall Aſſembly, from the yearof God 1560. to the year 15 90. 
which agreeth with the foreſaids other foure books and re- 


=_ 1n ſo far as isextant"in them , and further recor- 
deth,, whar'1s' wanting by them , pailing by whatis mut1- 


_  ateinthem.,,-and which with the rwo Volumes produced by! 
- Maſter Thor as Sandiands from rhe year 1590. rothis preſent » | 


maketh upaperfett regiſter. 
- - FE Forthefirſt ewo Volumes ſubſcribed by Tobn Gray , al- 
- beit it be not.necefar in ſuch antiquietie to proove that. he 


was Clerk, ſeeing hedeſignes himſelf ſo by his ſubſctiprion, 


rat ſame is manifeſt by an a&t mentioned in the third 
ook , .in the rime' of. Maſter Iames Richie, who ſucceeded 
him in the ſaid'office , and his hand-writ was acknowledged 
by ſundry old men in the miniſtery. | 

IT. The upiformitie of his ſubſcriptions through both 
Volumes, evident byocular inſpethon above the ordinarie 
cuſtome of moſt famous Notars, delivers the ſame from all 
ſuſpicion infaFo tam antique.” 
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» Nv 2, 
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eAſembly, 1638. > 
his ſueceſſour and ſo comming by progrefſeand ſucceſſion 
from the firſt incumbent re the laſt poſſcflout > are never; 
doubted to be the regiſters of thar judxcatatie ,- Whereofrhe 
laſt haver was Clerk ; and thercfore ir 15evident., rhat theſe 
' books comming ſucceſiiuely from Iobu Gray, Maſter: Iames 
R ch'e, and Maſter Thomas Nicolſon , 'whowere all.Clerks ro 
the Aﬀembly , into the hands of M after Robere Winrame , 
who was conſtitute Clerk depurte by rhe ſaid Maſte' Robert 
Nicolſon ( as his deputation here preſent to ſhow, will reſtt= 
fie) are the undoubted regiſters of the Aſſembly 3-likeas }. 
Alexander Blair ſucceeded rhe ſaid Maffer Robert in his place of 
Clerkſhip to the afſignations and modifications of Miniſters 
ſtipends3-and during Maſter Rohere his life-time , was his | 
actual ſervant, and ſo had the ſaid books by progrefle from \ 
him, which the ſaid Alexander is readie preſently-ro teſtifie../ - 
V. The two regiſters of Maſter Tames Richie, albeir nor 
under his own hand, yetare frequearly margined with. his 
own hand-writ, and the ſame marginal additions ſubſcribed 
by him z which hand-wrirt is ſeen and cognoiced by famous 
me2n., who.knoweth the fame, and it 1s evident, being 
compare] with his ſcveral writings and ſubicriptions: yet 
Extant. | 
VI. The faid regiſters are more perfeQ., lefle-vitiated,, 
ſcored, and interhned , then any other authentick and fa. 
mous regilters of the moft prime judicatories within this 
Kingdoms. FN | | I 
V II. Maſter Thomas Sandilands, in name of his father, who, L 
was Jate Clerk by dimifiion of Maſter Thamas Nicolſon , hath . 


- 


of Maſter Iames Richie to be ſufficient records; becauſe thar 
ſame Volume is b=zun by that ſame hand , whereby the ſaid 
Maſter Fames Richie his regiſters are written, and is ſubſcri- 
bed once tn the margine by Maſter /ames Richie his hand, and 
followed forth, and confinued in the ſame book by Maſter. 
Thomas Nicolſon ,. who ſucceeded himin the place , and was 
known by moſt men here preſent tobe ef ſuch approven 
worth and credit, that he would never have accompliſhed 


of che-hand-wxite » had: not then been known:to himduf- 
a FR 
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V HI. Thar regiſter produced by Mafter Thomas Sands- 
lands, and proſecured by Maſter Thomas Nicolſon, proves 
' the firſt partof that regiſter to be true and famous , and tht 
,  Arſt part being by ocular inſp=ftion of the ſame hand-writ , 
with Maſter Jonms Reehics regiſters, and ſubſcribed in the 
margine with the ſame hand writ ,  proveth Richies two 
- books to be good records, and Richies regiſters doth approve 
Grays booksby the att of Aſſembly before written + ſpecially 
conſidering the ſame hath come by progreſle and ſucceflion 
of Clerks, in the hands of Alexander Blair , now living, and 
herepreſcat. = | 
IX. The comprs anent tae thirds of benefices between rhe 
Regent for thetime., and the Aﬀembly , in the ſecond vo- 
lumes pag. 147: are ſubſribed by the Lord Regents own 
hand) as appeareth: for ir 1s a royall-like ſubſcription, and + : 
theres no hand writ 1nall the book like unto ir, and bea- 
reth not Sic ſubſcribitur , which undoubtedly it would do , 
if it were a coppie. | | 
X. Maſter lames Carmichell was commanded by the gene- 
rall Aſſembly 1595. Sefl. 9. inthe book produced by Ma- 
ter Thomas Sandilands» to extraCt the generall atts forth of 
their books ; and itis evident that theſe books are the ſame 
which he peruſed for that effet, becauſe he hath raarked 
therein the generall acts with a crofſe, and hath deſizned the 
at|by ſome ſhort expreſſion upon the margine , which is 
cognoſed and known tobe his hand-writ , by famous and 
worthy perions: which is alſo manifeſt by the ſaid Maſter 
Tames his hand and ſubſcription y written with his own hand 
in the laſt leafe of the ſaid books; asalſo acknowledged in 
the ſaid book , produced by Maſter Thomas Sandilands, whe- 
rein the ſaid Maſter James Carmichell granteth the receipt of 
theſe » with ſome other books of the Allemblies, | 
XT. Theregilters produced , are the regiſters of the Aſ- 
+ Tembly, becauſe in Ano 1586. rheAſſembly complaineth thar 
their] regiſters are mutilate: which hath-relati0n to Richies 
third book, which is lacerat and mutilate in divers. places 
yw'y any intervecning of blank paper, or any mention of 
. - bie Wt] ; : | 
_ - » X 1b Iftheſe were not principall regiſters, the amcoof 
ia: 34.4 ES © «,... MC 
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he puritie of Gods worſhip., would neverhave laboured.ro 
deſtroy the ſame: which notwir hſtanding they have done; as 
appcareth by the affixing and battering of a piece of paper 
upon the margine , anent a condition of the commiſlion not 
to exceed the eſtabliſhed difcipline of this Kirk . ſubſcribed 
by the Clerk, book 3. pag. 147. and the blotting ont the cer= 
tification of of the excommunication againſtiBiſhop ademſon,' 
book 4. pag- 30. whoin his Recantation generally acknows« 
ledgeth the ſame : but which , without that recantation , 
cannot be preſupponed-to have been done, but by cotrupr 
men of intenſion to corrupt the baoks , which wee not 
neceſlary , if they were nor principall regiſters. 

X 111, In the Aſſembly 1586. The Church complained 
upon theChancelour his retention ofthcir : egiſters, & defired 
they might bedelivered to their Clerk , which accordingly 
was done. asa memorandum beforethe beyinn:ogof thejfirſt 
book , bearing the redeliverie of theſe foure books to Maſter 
Fames Recbie , Flerk » .-proporteth 3 whichclearly evincerh 
that theſe foure books are the regiſte:s of the Aſſembly. _ 

X 1 V. The ſaid fifth book and greateſt Volume » 1s alfe 
marked on the-maxgine, with the hand-writ of the ſaid Maſter * 

mes Carmichel (which is cogns'ced) who wasappointed to 
peruſe the books of the Aﬀlembly as ſaid is, and would nor 
have margined the. {ame by vertue of that command , nor 
extracted the general acts our of it, if it were notanappros 
bation thereof. as anauthentick and famous book. . © 

X V. The faid fifth Volume doth agree with the othe 
foure books » inall which is extant in thery , and marketh 
the blanks , which are lacerate and riven out of the ſame. 
and compleateth all. what 1s lacking in them. | I 

XVI. In the book of Diſciphne pertaining to Maſter. 
James Carmichel, ſubſcribed by himſelf, and Maſter James 
Rzehie, there are ſundry a&s and paſſages quotrred our of the 
ſata fifth great Volume, ſaying , Iris writren'in ſucha page. 
of the book of Aſſembly, which agreeth in ſubje&t and 
quotta:ions with the ſaid fif-h book , and cannot agree with 
any other ; ſo thar Maſter ames Carmichel reviſer of the Af- 
ſembly books , by their command , would not alledge that 
book , nor denominate the ſame a book ef the ans" = | 


W yere not an anthentick famous book, . 8VIL 
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»KVIT. Though the corrupt nature of man hath been *. 
tempted to falfifie particular evidents, yerit hath never been... 


heard thar any whole regiſter hath ever been counrerfeited 3 
neither can it bee preſupponed thar any will attempr rirat high 
wickedneſſe, ſeeing the inducements anſwerable to that 
crime, can hardly be preſuppoſed. | 

'X VIIE Ir: iscertain , and notour to all theſe who are 
intraſted with the keeping of rhe publick records of the 
Kingdome,: that the ſame. are never ſubſcribed by the 
Cleck ,,' but: only written and filled up by ſervants, and 
molt frequencly by unknown hands , yet they and the ex» 
rratts thereof make publick faich , andrhe ſame are uncon- 
travertedlyauthenrick regiſterss- and when the moit publick 
repiſtcrs of the Kingdome ſhall beſeen, and compared with 
theſe regiſters of the Aſſembly , it ſhall be found that theſe 
orher regiſters of che moſt {overaigne judicatories ever un- 
Fubicribed are more incorret, ofcner margined , ſcored, 
and interlined , made up by greater diverfitie of unknown 
hand- wins, than theſe,books of.rhe Aſſembly , which by 
#pecial providence are preſerved ſo intire/, that in the 
* Judgemenr of any man acquainted with regiſters. they will 
manifeſtly appear ar the very ſight to be true , famous, and 
authenrick. | X 
XI X, The fame and credir of ancient regiſters in this 
Kingdome, is ſo much reverenced » thar if any extract be 
different or diſconforme from the regiſter , rhatexcract al- 
Heir ſubſcribed by theperion who for the time had been of 
greateft eminence in the trult of regiſters, will bereCtified , 
conforme totheregilter , and have no force, ſo faras it de= 
bordeth there-from ; although the regiſters be written with 
an obſcure , unknown hand , and unſ{ubſcribed;:- \ 
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ACt Seff. 12. December fourth. 
The ſix late pretended Aſemblies condemned. 


| An the report of the Committie, for trying the fix laft 
pretended Aſſemblies : They produced in- writ-ſundrie 
reafqns ,” Clearing the ynlawfulneſſe and nullitie ASA 
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* |  ſemblies © which were confirmed by the regiſters of the Aſ-- 


ſcmbly, the books of Presbyteries , the Kings Majeſties- 
own letters, and by the teltimonie of divers old-reverend- 
Miniſters , ſtanding up in the Afembly,,. and- verifying - _ 
che cruth thereof, The Aﬀembly with the univerſall confent-/ 

of all,after the ſerious examination of the reaſons againfteye- 


' ry one of theſe fix pretended Aſſemblies apart ,'being often 


urgedby the Moderatour ,toinforme themſelves throughly , 
that withour doubting, and with a full perſwaſion of mindes 
they might. give their voices, declared all theſe'fix Aﬀem- 
blies of Linl/ithgew 1606-and 1608. Glaſgow 1610, Aberdeen 
I616, St. Andrews 1617+ Perth, 1618. Andevery one of them 
to have been from rhe beginning unfree, unlawfull, and-. 
null Afemblics, and never to have had; nor hereafter to 
have any Eccleſhaſticall authoritie , and their concluſions to 
have beer» andrabee of no force, vigour , nor efficacie : 
Prohibitedall defence and obſervance of them, and ordain- 
ed the reaſons of their nullitie to be inſert in the books of the 
Afembly : Whereofthe tennowr followeth, 5 


——— 
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Reaſons annulling the pretended 
Aſſembly, holden at Linlichgow. 1606, 


I. | Canes the inditiorofir. Tt was indicted the third of 
eember , to bee kept the tenth of Decemb:r. And ſo 
there was no time given to the Presbyteries, far diſtant, 
neither forjele&tion of Conimiſlioners nor for preparation 
to thoſe who were to be ſent in Commfiſſion. Phe ſhort- 
neſſe of the time of the. indition 1s proved by the Pregsbyte=- 
rie books of Edmburgh , Perth, and Hadingtonn , &c. 
H. From the waat of alawfull calling ,.ro theſe who went 


_ to that meeting , ſeeing they were not ar allcleCted by their 


Presbyteries , but were injoyned to come by the Kings 'Iet- 


' rers-: This alſo is proved by the foreſaids books ofthe Pres- 


byteries , and by his Majeſties letters. 

THE.. From. the nature af thatmeeting, which was'only a 
private mecting,” 0x, convention, for. conſultation 'to be 
taken by ſome perſons of ſundry eſtates written for, as ;the 
[TE & « © Ron 
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Kings letters and the Presbyterie books do acknowledge. 
IV. From the power of theſe miniſters who were preſent 


+-- Their ;Presbyteries did limitate them: Firſt , Thar chey 


ſhould yu no ſuffrages in that meeting asa'generall Aſſem- 
bly. Secondly , That they agree to nothing that may any 
wayes beprejudiciall ro the atts of the generall Aﬀemblics, 
or tothe eſtabliſhed diſcipline ofthe Kirk. Thirdly, That 
they ſhould not agreexo reſolve or conclude any (queſtion , 
article, or marter whatſoever, the decifion whereof is per- 
rinent > and proper to a free generall Aſſembly. Fourthly , 
. IFany thing be concluded contrary thereunto, thatthey pro- 

reſt againſt ir: Thele limications are clear by the Presby- 
terie books. | 

V. The attsof this meeting' were not. inſertin. the book 
of Aſſemblies, asis evident by the regiſter. F 

VI. The next pretended Aﬀembly at Linlithgow , 1608. 
doth acknowledge the Aſſembly , Whereof Maſter Parrich. 
Galloway was Moderatour , to have been the laſt immediate 
Afembly ,* preceding ie ſelfe : and that Aﬀembly whereof 
he was moderatour , waSthe AſſemMNy holden at Halyrood- 
beuſe» 1502. Sothey did notacknowledge that meeting ar 
Linlithgow , 1606. for any Aſſembly at all. This is clear 
by the regiſters of the Aflembly, 1608, in the entrie 


thereof, 


Mm 
— 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended. 
. Aſſembly at Linlithgow , 1608. 


I. Anie of the votters in that pretended Aſſembly had: 

no lawull commiſſion from the Kirk, towit, 42. 
Noble men, officers of cftate,  counſellours, and Barrons, 
alſo the Biſhops, contrare to the act of Dundie, 1597. And 
one of their cave:ts> The Noble men, were as commuſii« 
oners from the King, the Biſhops had no commiſſion ar all 
from the Presbyteries , for every Presbyterie out of which 
they came, had their full number of Commiſſioners beſide 


them, asthe regiſter of rhe Aﬀlexably bearcthe 
_ h II. Is 
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WT. Inalawfull Aſſembly there ſhould be none but Com- 
miſlioners from Presbyteries, Burghs , and Univerfities , 
and bur three miniſters at moſt , with one Elder , Commilſ- 
Goners from every Presbyreric , according to theaR made 

ot Dundie , 1597.  Butin that pretended Afﬀembly , there. 
were foure miniſters, from tae ſeverall Presbyteries , of E-. 
dinburgh , and Cowper , five from the Presbyrerie of Arbroth , 
as the roll of the ſaid pretended Aﬀembly beareth , whereas 
there were no ruling Elders ſent from Presbyteries , AC 
cording to the book of policie and att of Dundie. . 


_——_— 


Reaſons for annulling the pretended . 
 Aſcembly at Glaſgow. 1610. X 


| "F He Commiſſion of the pretended Commiſſioners to 
that meeting was null, x. Becauſe the eleQion of them 
was not free, ſecing they were nominate by the Kings Let= 


ters, as the Presbyterie books of Edinburgh , Perth, and 


Hadingtoun declare. . Andrhe Biſhop of Sr. Andrews in his 
letter ro ſome Presbyreries. required them to ſend ſuch 
commiſſioners as the King had nominate: aſſuring them , 
that none other would be accepred. This the Bishops let= 
ter regiſtrat in the Presbyterie books of Hadinghroun dorh 
cleare. 2, And whereas there were no ruling elders ſent 
from the Presbyrertes to that pretended Aſſembly , as the 
roll of Commiſſioners ſheweth ; 'yet there were moe -mini= 
ſters from ſundrie ſeverall Presbyteries then three, as five 
from Brechen , five ſrom Arbroth , five from Kikeubright , 


ſeven fromthe Presbytery of Argy/, foure from the Presby- 
terie of Cowpey , foure from Linlithgow , foure from Paſley , 


foure from Hammilton, foure from Drumfreis , foure trom 


Dunkell: as rhe regiſter of that Aſſembly beareth, 


I. Chere where thirtie voters of Noble men and Barrons, 
beſide the pretended Biſhops , who had no commiſlion fron 
any Presbyrerie. Inthe fourth Sesſion of this pretended Ale 
ſembly it1s plainly ſaid » Thatthe Noble mea and Barrons 
came to itby the Kings dixection, _ Sr 
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- TH. The yoting ofthe commisfioners was not free : for 


by the Kings Letter co the Aſſembly they were threatned , 
 andit was declared that their conſent was not necdfull roany 


att tobe made there : The King might doe it by his own + 


power , yetthey were allured to vote by a promiſe thattheir 
- goodſervicein {odoing ſhould be remembred and rewarded 
thereafter. | ASM hs 

1V. The principall atts which were made; were ſet down 
vervatim 1n.the priuie conference , which chiefly conſiſted of 


the Kings Commisfioners and pretended Biſhops, and only - 


read to be ratified in the Aſſembly, 

V. Sandrieminiſters then preſent, doe now declare > thar 
they knew the miniſters who voted the wrong way , to bave 
received their preſent reward , and that money was largely 
dealt untothem. | | 


——— 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Afembly at Aberdene, 1616. 


'L 6 here was no eletion of a Moderatour : but that place 
uſurped by the pretended Biſhop of Saint Andrews , as 

the Regiſter beareth. ER i 

H.' The indition of that pretended Aﬀcmbly was bux 
twemitedayes before the holding of it :'ſothar the Presbyre- 
ries and burghes could not bz prepared for ſending their 
commisſtoners 3 which cauſed the abſence-of many Presby- 
zries and fourtie foure Burghes. | 

THI. There were twentic five noble-men » and pentle- 
men voters without commisfion from the Kirk. Ma. William 
Struthers yored for the Presbyterie of Edinburgh , yer had no 
cammisfion there-from . The commisfion being given by 
that Presbyterie coother three, as the ſaid Commishon re- 
giftrat in the books of the Presbytery bearerh. And whereas 
there ſhould be bur one Commisfioner from every burgh , 
except Edinburgh , ta the Aſſembly ; at this pretended Af- 
fembly, there were rwo'Commisfioners from Glaſgow » two 
from Cowper » rwo from St. Andrews : whereas there were no 
rulipg Elders haying conmisſion from their Presbyteries at 
char Aſſembly, _ - LV. 


, A 


| "Aſſembly, 1583. 5 x. 
IV. When the aQts of that pretended aſſembly werewric 
ten , the Biſhop of St. Andrews with his own hand did inrer- 
line , adde » change, vitiate , direct to be'extrafted or not 


' | exrradted ; as he pleaſed: as the ſcrolls themſelves ſeen, doe 


ſhow ; wherefore rhe Clerk did not regiſtrat the aQts of that 
Afembly , in the books of Aſſemblies, as may be eafily ſeen 
by the blank in rhe regiſter left for' them remaining 
unfilled, | es 


T he nullitie of the pretended Aſiem- 
bly qt Saint Andrews, 1617. 


I. FT here is no mention of it in the regiſter of the Aſſems 
| ' blies, and ſo no warrand for.therr commisfiqns; their 
Moderatour or Clerk. | 

H. The indiftion of it was ſo unformall: rhatas the ſcrolf 
declareth , a great partof the Commisſioners from Synods » 
Burrows , and gentle-men ,, would not be preſent. - 

HI. The Kings Majeſtic ia his lerter to Perths Aſſemblys 
acknowledgeth it was buta meeting, wherein diſgrace was 
offered to his Majeftie. + ET. > 
IV. The former corruptions of the foure preceding Al- 
ſemblies has their confluence in this and the ſubſequent:Af-' 
ſcmbly. —"- , 


— 
_ 
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Reaſons for annulling the pretended 
Aſembly, holden ar Perth, 1618. 


L oF Aſſembly was indi&ed but rwentie dayes before / 
the holding of it: and all parties requifit received 
not advertiſement, as appeareth har abſence . - The 
NG indicting .of it > 1s cleared by Presbyteric 
OOKS, A . | 4: AST 
"1. There was no eleipn of the Moderatour 5 2s wabac- 
cuſtomed co be in lawfyll Acmblies; The regilter 
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TIE Noformall election of their new Clerk; 
\ TIM. There were five whole Dvocies abſent, viz. Ore 
" knay ,,.Cathnes, Reſſe ,. Argyll, ' and Iſles : and many Presby- 
terienthad no: Commiſſioners there, as the regitter of rhat 
pretended Aﬀembly beareth. | | | 
_V. There werenineteen noblemen and Barrons , eleven 
Biſhops » thathad no Commiſſion from the Kirk, Where 
as the adt for conſtitution of Aﬀemblies , ordaineth every 
. Burgh to have but one Commiſſioner » except Edinburz , 
which may have' two ( Attat Dundie 1597) yet'inthar pre- 
tended Aſſembly ; Perth had three, Commiſſioners, Dundee, 
had two, Glaſgow. had two , and. St. 1ndrews had two: Ot 
the Burghes there wete thirtie fix abſent: And for ruling 
Elders» there were nonear all with commiſſion from their 
- Presbyteries. All theſe things are cleared by the records of 
that pretended Aﬀemblie, 7 
.: V L' The Commiſfioners from ſame Presbyteries excce- 
ded their number » preſcribed in the a& ar Dandie, 1597- 
forthe Presbyzeric of Arbroth were foure Commiſſioners,and 
foure forthe Presbyteric of Aughter ardeur : Beſide theſe rhat 
_ were heard to vor;, having no commiſſion 2tall » and ſome 
who had commiſiion were rejefted , and were not enrolled, 
bur.orhersput.in their place without commiſſion, 
VII: The pretended Biſhops did practiſe ſome of thear-_ 
riclesto be concluded there , before the pretended Aﬀſem- 
bly,in Edinburgh, Se. Andrews, and other cathedral Churches, 
by keeping feſtival dzyes,kneelingat the Communion. Thus 
their voices were prejudged by their practiſe of rheſe articles 
before condemned: by the Kirk , and therefore. they ſhould 
have been ſecluded from voicing. - 1 + 
*  VIH1, I all lawful Aﬀemblies , the voicing ſhould be 
*Free:. Bur in rhis/pretended Aﬀembly there were no free 
voicing ; for the voicers wererhreatned to voice effirmativ?, 
*under no lefle pairnor the wrath of authoritie , umpriſon- 
"ment: - baniſkmene , deprivarion; of miniſters, and utter” 
ſubverſionof the ſtate : Yea, it was plainly profeſled, that 
"neither Teafoning ;- nor the) number of, voices ſhould: carie 
"the" marter awayi:. Which is qualified: W the declaration 
y of many honeſt old reverend Ererireg of th miniery 0” 
j*1 | MET"; ET of _— 
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Aſſembly , 1638. £4 
- I'X. Inall lawful Aſſemblies , the grounds of proceeding - © - 


Were, anduſed tobe, theword of God ;; the confeſſion © 
. Faith , andafisof former general Aſſemblies. . Butin this - 


pretended Aſſembly , . the ground [of their proceeding.in 
voicingeawas the Kings commandment only: iForſforhe que- 
ſtion was ſo. ſt»red: Fheeher.the five articles,mreſpeft of his Mae 
jefties commundement , shoul.1 paſie mm at, or not: As the re- 
cords of that pretended Aﬀlembly beareth. Where ir igde- 
Elared , that for the reverence and reſpe& which they bear 
unto his Majeſtics Roya'.commandements, ebey did agres 
to the foreſaids articles. Po Bi n 


XR, Manyother reaſons verifying the oullitie of all theſe - 
Aſſemblies, were ſhowen and proven before the Aſſembly; - - 


which needeth not here tobe inſert, 
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A&t. Sel. 13. December 5. 1638, 


"$1 


Againſt the unlawfull oaths of imtrants.. =. 


"3.8 fix Aſſemblies inunediately preceeding > for moſt Ty 
_ & juſt and weightie reaſons above-ſpecified;bemg foundits. . 
| beunlawtul;, and null from the beginning :'*The 4 Nlembly 


declarerh the oathes and ſubſcriprions' exatted by the:Pre= 
laces' of the intrants in the miniſterie 2}! this time"by' paſt 
( as without any pretext of! warrand from theKirk , ſo for ' 
obedience of the aQts of theſe null Aſſemblies), 2nd contrare 
ro the ancient and laudable conſtitutions of this Kirk,which 


x never have been nor can be lawfully repealled» butimuſt 


ſtand in force) ro be unlawful; and no Wy ooo, 
And in like manner declareth , that the power of Presby- 
teries, and of provincial and general Aſſemblies, hath been 


unjuſtly pgrntled, but never lawfully abrogate; And theres . 


fore that it hath been moſt fawful unts them} not withſtand» 


Ing any poitit anjuſtlyobjeRted by thePrelats tothe contrare, - | 


to admit, ſuſpend ,or deprive miniſters, reſpe#399withinicheir 


bounds, upon relevant complaints ſufficiently proven's: re 
ahoole. their own Moderatours , and to exccire all-the 
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- mits appointed them by the Kirk. - - 


Act Seſl. 14. December 6. 1638. 
— the Service - buok, Book of Canons , 
Book of Ordination, and the high 
Commiſſion . 


T. THe Aſſembly having diligently confidered the Book of | 


common prayer, Jately ebtraded upon the reformed . | 


Kirk within this Realme, both in.reſpect of the manner of 
theintroducing thereof, andin reſpect of rhe matter which 
it containeth , findeth that it hath been deviſed and brought 
1n by the pretended Prelats, withont direction from the 
Kirk, 2nd presſed upon miniſters without warrand from the 
Kirk, tobe univerſally receivedas the only forme.of divine 
fervice under jall higheſt paines , both' civiil and eccleſta- 
ſticall ,- and. the book ir ſelf, beſide the. popish frame and 
forms infdivine worſhip, to containe many popicherrours and 
ceremonies, and the ſeeds of manifold and grosſeſuperititi= 
onandidolatrie. The Asſembly therefore all in one voice , 


hath rejected, and condemned and by rheſe preſents doth re= 'P: 


ject and condemne the ſaid book ,*nor only as ullegally in- 
troduced', buralſo as repugnant to the bg Cal diſcipline 
and order of this reformed Kirk, to the Confesfion of 
Faith, conſticutions of generall Aſſemblics, andadcts of Par- 


 liament eſtabliſhing the true Religion ; and doth prohibite 


the uſe and practiſe thereof: and ordaine-Presbyteries to 
proceed with the cenſure of the Kirk againſt all ſuch as ſhall 
rranſgreſfle. | BY on : 

- TI. TheAfembly alſo , taking ro their conſideration the 
book -of Canons, and the mannex how it hath beenintro® 
-duced , findeth. that-it hath been deviſed by the pretended 
Prelats, without warrand or. dirgction from the gene=- 
rall Aſſembly: 5 and' to eſtabliſh a tyravpicall power in the 
perſons of the pretended; Biſhops, over the - worſhip of 
God; mens conſciences , liberties avd goods., and to 


_ parts of eccleſiaſtical jurisdiftion according to'their own li- 
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formerly eſtabliſhed in our Kirk. 
* condemned,and by theſe preſents doth. reje& and condemne 
| the ſaid book ascontrare to the confeſſion of our Faith, 
and repugnant tothe eſtabliſhed government , the book of 
| Diſcipline, and the acts and conſtitutions of our Kirk: 'pro- 
| hibits che uſe and practiſe of the ſame”; and ordains Presby- 
teries to_ proceed with the cenfure of the Kirk againſt all 
Tach as ſhalleranſgreſſe, 5 TI 
' TII. The Afembly having conſidered the book of conſe- 
cration and ordination,' findeth it to have been framed by 
the Prcelats, to have been introduced and practiſed withour 
wartrand of authority, either civill or eccleſiaſticall: arid 
thar it eſtabliſheth offices in Gods houſe', which axe not war- 
| randed by the word of God , and are repugnantto the Diſci- 
pline, and conſtitutionsof our Kirk; thar it is an impediment 
to the entrie of fir and worthie men ro- the miniſtery , and to 
' the diſcharge of their dutie after their entrie s 'conforme 
| the diſcipline of our Kirk. Therefore the Aſſembly all 
| '1none voice hath rejected and condemned , and by rheſe 
af leans doe reject and condemne the ſaid book ; and pro- 
7 | hibirs the uſe and practiſe of the ſame : And ordaines Pres-_ 
-þ byteries to proceed with the cenſure of the- Kirk againſt all 
4* ſuchas ſhall cransgrefle, + ” | | 
| LV. The generall Afembly, after due tryall, having 
found that the Court of high Commisfion , hath been ereft- 
ed wi:houtthe conſent or procurementof the Kirk, or con, 
ſent of the Eftates in Parliament, that it ſubverteth the zuris® 
diction and ordinarie judicatories and Aſſemblies of theKirk* 
Sesfions , Pretbyteries , provinciall and nationall Afem=» 
blies , thar it is not regrlate by tawes civ1ll or ecclefraſticall, 
burar the diſcretion and arbitrement of the Commaisſioners ; 
that it-giveth to eccleſiaſticall perſons, the power of both 
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voice, hath difallowedand condemned, andby theſe pre- 
| ſents doth diſallow and condemne rhe ſaid court, as unlaw 
full ins ſelfe, adpejudiciall ro.the liberties of Chriſt- 
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"Aſembly ; 1638 - I 
rall and Synodall Asſemblies, Presbyteries , and Sesfions 


Therefore the Aſſembly all in one Voice hath rejectedand 


F/ the {words»  andtoperſons meerly civill ,. the power of the 
F keysand Kirk cenſures : Therefore the Aſſetnblyall/in one. * 
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ks, The Generall 
Kirk and Kingdome , the Kings honourin maintaining the 
eſtabliſhed lawes and jidicatories of the Kirk 3 and prot» 


bits the uſe and practiſe of the ſame ; and ordaines Presbyte- 
ries ro proceed with the ceaſures of theKirk, 'againlt all fuch | 


as ſhall rranſgresſe. 


After the ſerious difcuſiing of the ſeveral Proceſſes , im many Seſſi- : 


ons, from Seſſ. 14. | which are in the Clerks hands ,, and 
needeth not here tobe inſert ) the following ſentences were ſo- 
lemmly pronouuced after Sermon by the Moderatour , in the Aſ- 
ſembly of Glaſgow , Sefſ. 20. December 1 3. 163T. 


A. "FE — 


Sentence of depoſition and excommunicarion 
againſt Mr. John Spottiswood , pretended Archbithep 
of St. Andrews; Mr. Patrik Lindlay, pretended Arche 
bishop of Glaſgow : Mr David Lindlay ,"pretended 


_/ Bishop of Edinburgh: Afr. Thomas Sidferfe 4 pree, | 


tended Bihop of Galloway : Mr. 'ohn-Maxwell, 
pretended Bishop of Roſſe : Ar. Walter 


Whyt-faord , pretended Bishep , 


Fr of Brechen. 


He general Aſſembly , having heard thelibels and com- | 
laints,, givenin againſt the foreſaids pretended Biſhops 


to the Presbyterie of Edimburgh , and ſundry other Presby= 
teries within their pretended Dyocies, and by the faids 
Presbyteries referred to the Aﬀſembly , tobe tryed : The 
ſaids pretended Biſhops being lawfully cited, oſten=times' 
called, and their Procutour DoFour Robert Hammiltoun, and 


mort compearing , but declining and proteſting againſt this | 

Aﬀembly , as 1s evident by their declinatour, and protes 
ſtation given in by the ſaid Dofour Robert Hammultoun miniſter YR; 
at Glasford, which by the aGts of Aſſembly is 'cenſurable * 

with ſummar excommunication : Enteredin conſideration / 

of the ſaid declinatour , and finding the ſame not to be re- 
levantt > buronthe centrareto bea 0, 
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 eAſembly, 1683- T9 
ed with inſolenr and diſdainful ſpeeches , lies and caluna= 
ceeded to the cognition of the faids; compiaints , and I 


againſt them; and finding them guiltie of the breach of the 
cautions , agreed upon in the Asſembly holden at Montroſe 5 


4 Ano 1600. for reſtrifting of the miniſter yoter in Parlia« 
| ment, from incroaching upon the liberties and juriſdiction 


of this Kirk, which was ſet down with certification of de- 
poſition, infamie, and excommunication , ſpecially fos, 


| receiving of conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie , con-. 


demned by the confeſſion of Faith , and acts of this Kirk, as 
having no warrand,, nor foundament inthe word of God, 
' and by vertue ef this uſurped power, and power of the high 
Commiſſion , prefling the Kuk with novations in the wor« 
ſhip of God, and for ſundiic other haynous offences, and 
enormities , + ar Jength expresſed , and clearly proven in 


|.zheir procesſe » and for their refuſal to underly the tryal, of 
| ike reigning ſlander of ſundrie other grosſe tranſgrefons 


and crymes Jaid to their charge: Thexefore the Asfembly 
moved with zeal to thegloric of God , and purging of his 
Kirk , hath ordained the ſaids pretended Biſhops ro be de= 
poſed, and by theſe preſents doth depoſe them , not only 
of the office of Commiſſionarie to. vote in Parliament, Coun- 


ling , declareth them infamous. . And likewiſe ordaineth 
the ſaids pretended Biſhops to be excommunicate , and de* 


by all and every one of the faithful asethnicks , and publi= 
canes3 'and the ſentence of excommunication to; be. pro- 
nounced by Mr Alexander Henderſon , Moderatour in face of 


4 rhe Asſembly inthe high Kirk of Glaſgow ;,and the execution 


of rheſentenceto bee intimat in all the Kirks of Scotland by 


the Paſtours of every particular congregation, as they will 
be anſwerable to their Presbytcriesand Synods > or the next 


general Asſembly , in caſe of the negligenceof Presbytc= I 
\þ es and Synods ., aura. 
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the ſetled order and government of this Kirk, to be fraughr-" 


. 


nies againſt the lawful members of this Asſembly , —_ 
is 


| cel, or Convention in name of 'the Kirk, butalſo of all 
functions wherher of pretended Epiſcopal or miniſterial cal-. 


clared ts be of theſe whom Chriſtcommanderh to be holden 


BA. -.--;-- Generall 


\ 


Sentence of depoſition and excommunication, |. 

againſt Mr, Adam Ballantyne, pretended Bicboy of 

Aberdeen, and Mr. Iames Wedderbury 
pretended' Bichop of Dumblane. 


"THe general! Asſembly, having heard the lybels and come | 
| plainrs given in againſt the foreſaids pretended Bishops, | 

of Ab:rdeen, and Dumblane, to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, | 
and fandry Presbyreries within their pretended D: oces, | 
and by the ſaids Presbyreries referred to this Asſembly to be | 4 
tryed : The aids pretended Biſhops being lawfully cired, | 
ofren-rimes called , and not rm PR » proceeded tothe 
cognition of the complaintsand lybels againſt them , and fine] 
"ding them guilte of the breach of the cautions » agreed upon 
in the Asſembly holden at Montroſe, Anno t 600. for reſtri&- 
ing the miniſter voter in Parliament, from encroaching upoty| 
the liberties and juriſdifions of rhis Kirk > which was ſet 1 
down with certification of depoſition , infamie and excom- 
munication,ſpeciallytor receiving of conſecrationto theofficeſ 
of Epiſcopacie , condemned by the confesfion of Faith, and} 
acts of this Kirk, as having no warrand nor foundament inf 
the word of God , and by vertue of this uſurped power,and{ 
power of the high Commugſion , presſing the Kirk with no-J 
vations in the worship of God, and for ſundry other haynous] 
offences and enormiries , and length expresſed , and clearlyf . 
proven in their Procesſe,' and for their refuſall to underly 
thetryall of the reigning ſlander of ſundry other grosſe tranſ- 
gresfions and offences laid to their charge 2 Therefore thq 
asſembly moved with zeal to the glorie of God , and purging 
ofthe Kirk, hath ordained the ſaids pretended Biſhops to bg. 
- depoſed, and by theſe preſents doth _ them not only}. . 

of the office of Commisfionary to vor in Parliament , Coung- 
cell, or Convention, in name of the Kirk , buralſo of FS 
functions , whetherof prerended Epiſcopall.or miniſterial 
calling , declareth them infamous : and likewiſe ordains tht 
ſaids pretended Biſhops tobe excommunicare, and declare 
ro be oftheſe whom Glyiſt commanded to be holden by 


a 
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 eAſtembly, 1638.  £ 

\  [andevery one of the faithfull as Erhnicksand Publicans; and 
{the ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced by Mr, . 
tf , | Hlexander Henderſon Moderatour s' in face of the Asſembly , - 
* - after Sermon, in the high Kirk of Glaſgow : and that the ex< 


s 4 


ecution of the ſentencebe intimat inall the Kirks within'thig 

f Realme, by the Paſtours of eyery particular congregation » 

| as they will be anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods , | 
or the next genetall Asſembly , in caſe of rhe negligence of 
m= | Presbyteries andSynods. ; 

PS, | PI Ws 


—_ TT 


"ha! | Sentence of depoſition againſi Maſter John 
<d, Gutbry ,pretended _ of Murray: Hy. lohn Gras 


the | * hame pretended,” Bishop of Orknay , Mr, lames 
fine + Fairlic, pretended Bishop of Lilmoir : Cr, 


poll Neil Cambell, pretended Bishop. 
i&- | " | 
aj of Ules, 2 


{et T He generall Afembly having heard the lybels-and coms 
| = plaints givenin apainft the foreſaids pretended Biſhops , 
| tothe Presbyterie of Edinburgh, and ſundric Presbytejies 
" withiri their Dyocics,-and by the ſaids Presbyteries refetred 
.tothis Aſſembly to bee tryed : the ſaids pretended Biſhops 
; þcing lawfully cited , often-rimes called , and not compea« 
ring , proceeded tothe cognition of the complaints and 1y- 
1 bels againft them ; andfinding themguiltie of the breach .of 
"7 rhe cautions agreed upon in the Aſſembly at Monrroſe , Anne 
| 2600. for reſtricting{of the miniſter , voter in Parliament , 
from introaching upon the liberties and Juriſdiions of this 
. 1 Kirk, which was ſer down with certification of depoſition » 
" infamie and excomraunication ; and eſpecially for receiving 
+4 conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie condemned by the 
7 confesfion of Faith , and aQts of this Kirk , as having no 
3, warrand nor foundament inthe word of God, -andby yertue 
A” of this uſurped power, and power of the high: commisſion., 
x, presſing the Kirk with novations' in the worship'/: of God's _ 
J and for cheir refuſall co underly the tryall of the reigning © - 
$ Lander of fuggric other grofſe Fanſgreafions ad oftegces , 
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Jaid rotheir charge: Therefore the Asſembly, moyed with 
zeal ro the glorjie of God, and purging of rhis Kirk, ordaines 
the fſaids pretended Bishops, ro bee deſpoſed , and by 
theſe preſents doth depoſe them, not only of the office of 
commisfionarie , to vote in Parliament, Councel , or con- 


yention in name of the Kirk: butalſo of all functions, | 


| 


whehrer of pretended Epiſcopall, or miniſteriall calling : } 


And, likewife in caſe they acknowledge nor this Asſem-* 


bly , reverence not rhe conſtitutions thereof, - and obey | 


nor the ſentence, and-make not rheir repentance, con= 
forme to the order preſcribed by this Asſembly , ordaines 
them to \be.excommunicated , and declared ro bee. of 
theſe whom Chriſt commandeth to be holden by all and. 
Every.ons of .the faithful] as-Erhnicks and Publicanes : and 
he ſentence of excommunicaion ro be pronounced upon 
their refuſall , in the Kirks appointed , by any of theſe who 
are particularly named» to have the charge of trying their 
repentance or impenitencie, and that the execution of this 
{-nrence bee intimare in all the Kirks within this Realme by 


the Paſtours of every particular Congregation, asthey will | 


þeanſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, or the next 
generall Asſembly; in caſc of negligence of the Presbyreries 


gud Synods, 


—C 


Sentence of depoſition againſt Maifter Alexans 
der Lindlay pretended Bishop of Dunkell. | 


He generall Asſembly. having heard-the complaintand 


—*> lybel piven in againſt Mr. .Alexender Lindeſay pretended | 


Biſhop of Dankef, ro the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and ſuns 
dry-Presbyreties of hispretended Dyocie-' and by the Pres= 
byreries-referred to this 'Asfembly to be:xryed ; The ſaid 
prerended Bishop being lawfully cited , often-rimes called, 


$ nor compearing; but by alerter of excuſe ſubmitting him-Y* 


ſelf to'the Asſemely , proceeded. ro'the cognition of the 
complaint and lybell icſelfe againſt him ,, and finding bim 
guileic ofthe breach of the caurions agreed upgn inthe re» 


- 


———————— 


, 


. eAſſembly, 1638. 


ſembly holden at Moneroſe , Ammo 1600. for reftrifting'the 
miniſter [yoter 10 parliament , trom encroaching upan the 


liberties and juriſditions of this Kirk,” which was ſet down 


with certification of depoſition ,' infamic and excommuni= 
cation , cſpecially for recerving conſecration. to the office of 
Epiſcopacie condemned by the confeſsion of Faith , and 


a&sof this Kirk, as baving no warrand nor foundament*in 


the word of God, and by vertue of this uſurped power, and 


power ofthe high Commisfion , presſing the Kirk with:no- 


vations in the worſhip of God : Therefore the Asſem 


moved with real to the glory of God , and purging of this 


Kirk, hath ordained the ſaid Mr Alexander to bee depoſed, 


and by theſe preſents depoſeth him, from the pretended - 


Epiſcopall fun&tion ,' and from the office of commisſtonarie 


'to vote 1n Parliamenr, Councel or Convention in namieof the 


Kirk anddoth luſpend himfrom all miniſteriall funCtion 5 
and providing he acknowledge this Asſembly , reverence 
the conſtitutions of it , and obey this ſentence, and make 


| his repentance conformeto the order preſcribed, continu- 
- eth him in the miniſtrie of St. Madozez Andlikewiſe, ifhe - 


acknowledge not this Asſembly , reverence not the conſti- 
rutions of it» and obey not the ſentence , and make his re- 
enrance , conforme to the order preſcribed by this Asſem- 
ly, ordains him to be excommunicat , and declared'robee 
one of thoſe whom Chriſt commandeth to bee holdem by all 
and every one of the faithfull, asan Ethnick and/Publicane, 
and the ſentence of excommunication to be'prohbunced 
upon Is refuſall , in the Kirks appointed, by one oftheſe 
whoare particularly named, to have the charge of trying his 
repentance or impenitencie, and that the execution of this 
ſentencebe intimate inall the Kirks within this Realmey: by 
the Paſtours of every particular congregation ,' as they will 
be anſwerable to their Presbyteries and Synods, :orithe'nexr 
generall Asſembly, in caſe of the negligence of Presbyteries, 
and Synods 3h: 1 293. 93 
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Sentence of depoſition againſt Maſter Yohn 
Abecraethie pretended Bichop of Cathnes. | 
He generall Asſembly having heard the lybe]l and come 


plain given in againſt Mr.-Ioby Abernetihe pretended Bis- 
hop of Cathnes to the Presbytery. of Edinburgh , and ſundry 


— 


Tcries , referred to this Asſernbly to be tryed :. The aid 
prexcnded Biſhop being lawfully cited , ofren=times called, 
gnd not. compearing , bur by his letter of excule upon. his 
ſicknesſe, proceeded to the cognition of the complainrand 
lybell ir ſelfe againſt him , and finding him guiltic of the 
Þreach of the cautions, agreed upon inthe As{embly holden 
at Mantroſe, Anno 1600. for reltriQting the miniſter voter in 
Parliament , from encroaching upon the liberties and juriſ- 
dictions of this Kirk , which was ſet down with certifica. 
tion of depoſition, infamie and excommunication, ſpeci. 
ally for receiving conſecration to the office of Epiſcopacie , 


_-ashaving no warrand nor foundamentin the word of God , 


Cammis6on presſing the Kirk with novations in the worship 
of God: Therefore the asſembly moyed with zeal ro the 
gloric of Gad, and purging of this Kirk, tiath ordaineth the 


"= him from the pretgnded Epiſcopall function , -and from the 
C | office of Commisſionary to vore in Parliament Counce], or 
convegtion, .in name of the Kirk , anddoth ſuſpend him 
fromthe miniſteriall fanction. And providinghe acknow- 
ledge this Asſembly., reverence the conſtitutionsof it, and 
o»ey- the ſentence , - and make his repentance conforme 
I co the" order preſcribed by this ASſembly, will admit him 


Caſe: he acknowledge not this Asſembly , "reverence not 
-ehe conſtitutions of it» and make his xepentance confor= 
ma Beorder preſcribed by this Asfemb | 

- £hEexcommunicate,and declared to be one of theſe whom 


- = p 
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Presbyterics within his Dyocie : And by the ſaids Presby- 


- condemned by the confesfion of Faith, and as of this Kirk 


- and by vertue ofhis uſurped pawer , and power of the high * 


ſaid Mr. lohnto be depoſed, and by cheſe preſents depoſeth. 


to the miniſteric of a particular flok : and likewiſe, in- 


ly, ordains him . 
* Clit 


®. 


_— ates of _— 


1” 


*" a3 A289 VF WW A AH -O w [ 


: . ; + 


* Ts 


» 


ER "TS 2 ""*t FL wo 
- 


Aſſembly 2 163 $ 25 

Chriſt commanderh te be holden by all and everyone of 
the fairhfull as an Ernick and Publicane : and the ſene 
rence of excommunication to» be pronounced up on his 
refuſall, in the Kirks appointed, by one of theſe who 
are particularly named to have this cliarge of trying his repen- 
rance or impenitencie, and that the execution ofthis ſen= 
tence be intimar in all the Kirks within this Realme , by rhe 
Paſtours of every particular Congregation , as they will be 
anſwerable ro their Presbyreries and Synods, or the next ge- 
nerall Asſembly, incaſe of the negligence of Presbyrteries 
and Synods. | | | | 


— 
—_ —— 


. 
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Actof the Aſſembly at Glaſgow, Sel. 16. 
BE December 8. 1638: | 
Declaring Epiſcopacie to have been abjured by the Con- 
| feſſton of Faith,. 1580. And to bs b 03 
' removedout of this Kirk, - 


Mc Aflombly raking to their moſt grave and ſerious confi - 
*® deration, firſt the unſpeakable goodneslſe , and great 
mercy of God , manifeſted tothis Nation , inthat ſo necef« 
{arie , ſo difficult, and ſo excelent and divine work of re- 
formation , which was at laſt. brought to ſuch perfection , 
thar chis Kirk was reformed, not only in doftrine and wor- 
ſhip , but alſo after many conferencesand publick reaſonings 
1ndivers nationall Asſemblies , joyned with ſolemne humt- 
liations and prayersto God »© the diſcipline and government 
of the Kirk, as the hedge and guard of the dottrine and wore 
ſhip , was preſcribed accerding to the rule of Gods word, 
1n the book of Policie and Diſcipline , agreed upon in the 
Asſembly 1578. and inſert in the regiſter x58. eſtabliſhed | 
by the Actsof Asſemblics, by the confeſſion of Faith, ſworn 
and ſubſcribed , at the direQtion of the Asſembly, and by 
conrtinuall vradiſe of this Kirk: Secondly, that by mens 
ſceking their ownthings : and not the things of Jeſas Chriſt;. 
givers novations haye been rn to the great diftur- 
; OY D x 


þance: 


26 The Generall 
bance ofthis-Kirk, ſo firmly once compacted, and to the 
endangering of Religion , , and many grosſe evils obtruded , 
ro the utter undoing of the work of reformation, and change. . 
ofthe whole forme of worſhip and face of this Kirk: Third- 

\dy > thatall his Majeities Subjects both Eccleſiaſticall and ci- 
vil , being without conſent of the Kirk, commanded to re- 
ccive with reverence a new book of common prayer » as the 
only forme to beiuſed in Gods publick worſhip, and the con- 
traveeners to be condignely cenſured , and puniſhed , and 
after many ſupplications and complaints ,' knowing no ocher 
we for the preſervation of Religion ; were moved by God, 
and drawne by necesfitic, to renew the nationall Covenane - | 
of this Kirk, and Kingdome , which the Lord fince hath 
blesſed from heaven , and to ſubſcribe the Cenfeſſion of Faith , 
with an application thereof, abjuring the greart cyils where- 
with they were now presſed , and ſuſpending the practiſe of | 
all novations formerly introduced, till they ſhould bee tryed 
in a free generall-Asſemply , Laſtly, thatſomeof his Mates - 
ſties Subjects of ſundrie ranks , have by his Majeſties com- 
mandement ſubſcribed and renewed the confesfſion of Faith, 
without the. former application , and that both the-one and 
the other ſubſcribers have ſubſcribed the ſaid Confesfion of 
Faith in this year » asit was profesſed and according to the 
meaning thatit had in this Kingdome, when it was firſt ſub. 

| ſcribed 1581. and afterward the Asſembly therefore , both 
by the ſubſcription of his Majeſtics high Commiſſioner , and of - 
the Lords of lecret Councel, Septem, 22. 1638 And by 
theaGts of Councel, of the date foreſaid , bearing thar rhey 
ſubſcribed theſaid Confesfion , and ordaining all his Maje- 
ſties Liedges to ſubſcribe the ſame, according to the fore« 
ſaid date and tennour , andas it was then, profesſed within 
this Kingdome ,, as likewiſe by the Proteſtation of ſome of 
the Senatours of the Colledge of juſtice, when they were re- 
nired to ſubſcribe , and by the many doubrings of his Ma- | 
jeſties good Subjects , eſpecially becauſe rhe ſubſcribers of 
the Confesfion in February 1638. arc bound to ſuſpend the _ 
| *pprobariop' of the coiruptions of the government of. the 

Kirk 3. rill they be tryed in a free generall Asſembly ; fin- 

ging it proper forthem,, and moſt necesfary and incumbent | 
| Ne] 
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eo them , to give out the rrue meaning thereof as'it: was ar 


firſt profesled , Thatall his Majefties Subjects ina matrer ſo 


' Important; as is the publik Confesfion of Faith, ſo ſolemnely 


ſworn and ſubſcribed , may be of one minde, and oneheart, 
and have full ſatisfaction to all their doubrs; and' thar the 
poſteritic afrerward may be fully perſwaded of the true mea- _ 
ning thereof , afcer carneſt calling upon the name of God, 


 ſoreligiouſlly atteſted in the ſa1d Confesfion; have'entered 


into a diligent ſearch of the regiſters of theKirk, and books 
of the generall Afembly,, which rhe grearelt part of the A(- 
ſembly had not ſeen before z and which by the ſpeciall pro- 
vidence of God were preſerved , brought to their hands, and 
publickly acknowledgedto bee authentick, and have found 
«that in the latter confesfen of the Kirk of Scotland + We pro-' 
fes(e, that we deteſte all traditions trought into the Kirk without ," or 
agaiuſt the werd of God: and dofrine of this reformed Kirk: Next , 
we abhorre and deteſte all contrarie rel;gionand doffrine, bur chiefly, 
All kinde of papiſtry m generall. £5 particularheads,as they were then 
damned £9 confuted by the ward of God, and Kirk ef Scotland, when 
the ſaid Confeſſionwas ſworn andſubſeribed, An. 1580. and1 58, 
1590. and 1591, Thirdly, that we detefte the Romanse:. wits 
by worldly monarchie,and wicked hierarchie: Fourthly, thatwe Jon 
our ſelves :0 this reformed Kirkin doftrine, Faith, Religion, $ diſcs- 
plane; promiſing and ſwearmg by the great name of GOD, that we shall 
continue in the Dotrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk , and defend the 
ſame according to our vocation and power all the dayes of our life]... 
Bur (ot 15 that Epilcopall government is abhorred and de- 
reſted, and the government by Miniſters and Elders, in 
Asſemblics generall and provinciall ; 'and Presbyterics was 
ſwornto., and ſubſcribed in ſubſcribing that Coenfesſion., 
and oughr to be holden by us, if we adhere to the mea= 
ning of the. Kitk,” when that Confesſion: was framed , 
ſworn,to, and ſubſcribed; unto which'weare obliged by 
"the national] oath'and ſubſcriprion of this Kirk, as ts evident 
by the a&ts of generall Asſemblies, agreedupon both be- 
fore., at» and after-the ſwearing and {| bicoibing of the ſaid 
Confesfion, in the years above-mentioned, and the. book 
of policie agreed-upon in the Asſembly which was holden ar 


Oftober, 


| Edinburgh thetwenue foure of April, :and twentic faureof 


4 * 3 T he Generall © 


 Asſembly holden the fourth of 4 
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Offober» Anno 1578. Inſert in the regiſter of the Kirk , by 
erdinanceof the Asſembly holden ar Glaſgow 1581. and to 
be ſub(cribed by all Miniſters, thatthen did bear, or there- 
after wereto bear office inthis Kirk , by ordinance of the 
| ſt at Edinbu'gh 1590. 
And at Edinourgh the ſecond of Faly 1591.-bur ſpecially in the 


_ © 23-44 6.7- and1TÞ, chapters of thefaid book, 


The Biſhops being tollerat from the year x572, till the 
Asſembly holden in Auguſt 1575. And all this time the As- 
ſembly being wearied with complaints made againft them , 
did enter in {earch of the office ir ſelfe , and did agree in this 
that chename ofa Bishopis common to eyery one of them 
thac harh a particular flock, over which he hath a particular 
charge, as wellto preach the ward , as to miniſter the Sa- 
"CFaments. , ys 

Ar the next Asſembly which was holden in April I576- 
Such Biſhops were cenſured as had not taken them to a partt- 
cular flock. In the generall Asſembly conveencd in Aprit 
the year of God 1578. Sesſ. 4. Intimation was made as tol- 
Joweth. - | | h 

, For fo much as the heads of the policie being concluded and agreed 


_ wpon in the laſt Aſſembly , by the moſt pare of the brethren: cer- 
, 8ain of the brtthren had ſome difficultic in the head de diaconatu , + 


whereupon. farther A reſerved to this Aſſembly : It is 
thereforerequired,if any of the brethren have an y reaſcnibl: doubs or 
argument to propone, that he be ready the morow , and then ſhall be 
beard and reſolved. Io the 6. Ses\, April2s, According to 
the ordinance made the day before; all perſons that had any 
doubt or argument to propone, were requiredto propone 
the ſame :'but none offeredto propone any argument on the 
contrare- _ | 
In the Asſembly holden at Edinburgh, in Ofober t578. Ir 
was ſhowen by the Moderatour thereof to the noble-men 


"who were preſent, viz. My Lord Chancelour , the Earle of 


Montroſe , my Lord Seaton, andimy Lord Lindſay, What care 
and ftudy the Aſſembly had taken to entertain and keep the. puritic of © 


the fincere word of God , unmixed with the inventions of their own he- 


ads , and to preſerve it to the poſteritie hereafter , and ſeeing thas 


 theerwe Religion is not gblezo. conemue nor endure log without £g00d 


i Diſciplins 


- - 
\ * 
\ - 
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Diſcipline and policie » inthat part alſo have they-impluyed their wis © 
. and ſtudie , and drawen forth out  f the pure fountain of Gads word , 
., ſubc a Diſcipline as is meet to remarn in the Kirk, 


In the ſame As:embly , the ſpeciall corruptiens were ſet 


down , which they craved ſuch of the Biſhops as would * 


ſubmit themſe)yes to the Afſembly ts remove, with pro- 
miſe , that if tha generall Aſſembly , hereafter 
finde further corruptions in the {aid eſtate» then hirher- 


ro are expresſed that they be content to be reformed by the 


faid Asſembly according to the word of God ; when they 
ſhall be required thereto. Firſt , That they be content #0 bee 
Paſtours and Miniſters of one flock : That they uſurpe no crimmiall 
Juriſdifton , that they vote wor in Parliament mname of the Kirk y 
without Commiſſion from the Kirk : That they take not up for the 
mamtenance of their ambition and rictoufneſſe , the emoluments of tha, 
Kirk , which may ſuſtain many Paſlours , the Schools, and the 


poore 37 but be content with reaſonable livings according to their office. 


That they claime not to themſelves the titles of Lords temporall,nezther 
uſurpe temporall juriſdi4ions , whereby they are abflrafted from their 
office : That they empyre not above the particular Elderthips » bus 


ſubje&ito the ſame: That they uſurpe not the power ofthePresbyteries. 


The queſtion being proponed by the Synod of Lewrbianin 
the Asſembly holdenin Fuly 1579. anenta generall order 
to betaken forereting of Presbyreries in places where put 
blick exerciſeis uſed , untill the time the policie of the Kirk 
beeſtabliſhek by a law: Itis anſwered, Theexerciſemaybe jud- 
ged to be aPresbyterie. In the Asſembly holden at Dundie in 
Iuly 1 580:;Ses({.4, The office of aBiſhop was abolihed by apar- 
ticular a&t;as appexreth by thetennour of thea@following. 

» For ſo much as the office of a Biſhop, as it is now uſed and eom2 
» monly taken witben this Realme, bath no ſure warrand authori= 
ite, nor good ground m the Seriptures', but is brought inby the 
» foly and corruption of mans inventions , tothe great overthrow of 
» the Kirk of God, the whole Afſembly of the Kirk in one woice af= 


» ter libertie giyen'to all men to reaſon in the matter, —og—_— 
7 4% 


» bimſelfin efending the ſaid pretended office , findeth 


, reth the ſaid protended office , uſedand termed , as is above ſaid, | 


» nlawfull in the ſelfe ; as haveng neither foundament , ground » 


2 or warrend in the word of God , and erfoingh this all js og 


» 


| 


"e 
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ſons , asbrook or ſhall brook bereafter the ſaid office , ſhall be 
» charged. fimply to dimit , quite , andleave off the ſame , as an 


» office whereunto they aye not called of God . ; and ſuch like 0 de- Pp 


»Nift and ceaſe from all preaching, miniſtration of the $aeraments, 
» Or uſmmg any way the office of paftours'while they receive de novo, 
» 4dmiſhon from the generall Afﬀembly ; under the pain of excom- 
munication to be uſed againft them , whereinif they be found diſs- 
» obedient , or contradi& this a&inany point , the ſentence of ex's 
F ; » #fter due admonition, to he extcute againſt 
» them. . / 
In the fame Asſembly holden Anno 1580. Ses\. to. This 
article was >. Larger tro be proponed to the King and Coun=- 
cei, thatthe book of police might be eſtabliſhed by an at of 
privie Councel , while a Parliament be holden, at whichit mi. he - 
be confirmed byalaw. | 
" Theextenr of the att made at Dundie , was interpreted and 
explained in the Asſembly, holden at Glasgow, in April, x5 81+ 
Sesſ(. 6. as followeth. _ | 

» «Anent the Af made inthe Aſſembly holden at Dundie 4- 
, gainſt Biſhops , becauſe ſome difficultie appeareth to ſome bre- 
, thren to ariſe out of theword ( office ) contained inthe ſaid at, 
, hat ſhould be meaned thereby ., The Aſiembly eonſoſting for the 
, moſt part of ſuch as voted ,. and were preſent in the Aſſen bly as 
» Dundie, to take away the ſaid difficultie , refolving upsn the 
, Frue meaning and underflanding of the [aid a , declare that they 
meaned wholly to candemne tht whole eſtate of Biſhops , as they 
, are-now in Scotland, and that the ſame was the determination 
, and concluſion of the Aſſembly at this tome , becauſe ſomebrethren 
, doubted » whether the former a& was to beunderſiood of the ſpirt= 
, tual funtion only , and others alledged , that the whole of- 
» fice of a Biſhop as ic was uſed , was damnable , and that by che 
» ſaid at, the Biſhops ſhould be charged to dimit the ſame: This 
» Aſiembly declareth that they meaned wholly to condemne the whole 

y om: of Biſhops ; as they were thenin Scotland , and that this 


9 


Fi 5 E 


» Gas the meaning of the Aſſembly, atthat time. | 
\ The Kings Commiſſioner preſented to this Asſembly the 
Confeſſion of Faith, {ubſcribed by the King, and his hous- 
hold, 'notlong before, togerher with aplot of rhe Presby= 
cries bo be erected, which is rcgiftrate-.in the books of the. 
Sar open _ " Aſcmbly 
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Asietnbly , witha lett-r robe direfted'from his'Majeftie to 


the noble - men and gentle - men of the Countrey, forthe 


- eretion of Presbyteries; confitting of Paſtours, and Elders, 


and dis{olution of Prelacies, and. with an offer to ſet for- 
ward the Police untill it were eſtabliſhed by Parliament. 
The Kingslerter ſubſcribed by his hand, to the Noble-men, 


" and Gentle - men , was read 1n open audience of the whole 
- Asſcmbly. | 


This Asſembly ordained the book of Policie to be inſert © © 
in the regiſter by the a&t following. | 

» For as much as travels have been taken in the framing of the Poe 
»licie of the Kirk, and diverſe ſuits have been made to che Magie 
> ftrat for approbation thereof , which yet have not takenthe hape 
» pie effe# , which good men would wiſh, yet that the poſtnth 
» ay judge wwell of the preſent age, and of the meaning of the Kirk z 
» The Aſſembly hath concluded , that the bcok of Policie agreed to 
»in diverſe Aſſembiies before , ſhould be regiſtrat in the a&ts of the 
» Kirk, and remaine therein ad perpetuam rei memoriam 2. 
and the coppies thereof to betaken to every Presbyterie : of which 
600k the tennour followeth , Ec. 5 | 

Immediatly after the inſerting of the book of Policie, cals 
led there. the book of Diſcipline , the Asſembly ordained 
that the confesfion of Faith be ſubſcribed as followeth. 

» <Anent the confeſſion of Faith Lately ſet forth by the Kings Mas 
»Jeftie, and ſubſcribed by his highnefſe. - The' Aſſembly in one 
,voice , ackhnowledgeth the ſaid Conſeſſton to be a true , Chriſtian, 
, and faithful confeſſron , to be eagreed unto by ſuch as truly pro= 
»feſie Chrift , and have a care of Religion, and the tennour thereof * 
« to be followed out efoldly as the ſamine is laid out in the ſaid Pro=- 
»clamazion , wherein that Diſcipline is ſworn to. : 

In the general Asſembly holden at Edmburgh in Ofober 
T58L. Seſs. x0, Mr. Robere Montgomery is accuſed forreach- 
ing that Difcipline is a thing indifferent. Sefs. 23.. The 
Asſembly gave commiſſion ro the Presbyterie of Stirling , ta 
charge Mr. Rebort Montgomerie , to continue inthe miniſteris 
of Stirling, and notto medle with any other office or fantion 
of the Kirk , namely in aſpyring to the Biſhoprick ofGlaſ- 
gow , againſt the word of God , and acts of the Kirk , under 
the pain af excoammunicatin © © In 


32 The Generall 
Biſhops 1s condemned by the Kirk, commiſſion for ere& jon 
of moe Presbyteries was renewed : and anew ordinance 
made for ſubſcribing the confeſlion of Faith, and to proceed 
againſt whatſocver perſqns that would notacknowledge and 
ſubſcribe the ſame. . 


In the Aſlembly holden in April 1582. there was anew | 


commiſſion for ereQtion of Presb'reries , where none was as 
- yet erefted,, Mr. Robert Montgomerie , pretending to be Bi- 
ſhop ef Glaſgow , was ordained to be depoſed and excommu- 
nicat, except hee gave evident tokensof repentance , and 
promiſe to ſuperſeed , which he did not : and therefore he 
was excommunicat ſhortly after, according to the ordinance 
of this Aſſembly; | | | 


Inthe generall Aſſembly holden at Edinburgh , 1582. The | 


generall Aſſmbly gave commiſſion to ſome Presbyteries , to 


try and cenſure ſuch as were called Bithops; for the great 


Odander atiſingby their impunitie. Commiſſion was given. 
at this Aſſembly to preſent ſome articlests the Councel and 
Eftates , for approving and cftabliſhing by their authoritic 
the Presbyteries , the Synodall ; and general! Aſſemblies. 


In the 19. Sefl. The Aſſembly declared ;- that no Biſhop 


may ſir upon the Counce!l in name of the Kirk: 
In the Aſſembly holden Anno 1585. Theſe two articles 


* 


.. In the ame Aſembly itis acknowledged that the eſtate of] 


were agreed upon, Firſt: 1t is found th4t all ſuch as the Scripture 

appewech governoxrs of the Kirk', to wit Paſtours, Dofours » and 
ders , may conveen to the generall Aſſemblies , and eote in Eccleſi< 

aſticall matters. Secondly : There are foure office bearers ſet down 

20 #s by the Scriptures , to wit Paſtours, Dottours , E'ders , and 

, Deacons., and the name of Bichop ought not to be taken as it hath been 


en time of Papiſtrie , but is common to all Paſtours , 'and Miniſters, 


In the Aſſembly holden Anno 1587, Sefl.8, it was or- 
 dained that the admiſſion of Mr. Robert Montgomerie by the 
| Presbyterie of Glaſgow , ſuppoſe to the temporalicie of the 


Biſhoprick' only, beundone and annulled withall poflible ' 
diligence, to the effe&t ſlander might be removed from the I} 
Kirk, In Sefſ. 15. Mr. Robert Poneſhewed the Kings preſen- 


tation tothe Biſhoprick of Cathnes., & defidered the judge- 
ment of the Aſſembly, The Aſſembly iatheir Jetter torke 
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61 Kings Majeſtic, declared that they judged the ſaid Mr Robert 
of to be Bika, already:according -< _ Dottrine of St. Par: 4 
ics But asto that corrupr eſtate or office ,- of itheſe who haye\. . > 
eg | been termed Biſhops herctofore , they found 1t not agteable >.: 
+ | fothe word of God, and that it hath beef damned in diverſe: 
Afſemblies before. 7 "WEI | | 

- , IntheinſtruQions giver to ſuch as were appoitited to wale 


Pe upon the Parliament, it was ordained in the ſame Aﬀſembly 
};. | Sels. 17. Thatthey be careful thar nothing-be admitted pre- 
ty. | Judicial to the liberties of this Kirk, as it was concluded 


d | according to the word of God in the general Aﬀemblies , 
* qe the year 1584. bur preciſely to ſeek the ſame 
to be ratified in the Aſſembly holdem in March 1589 « 
whete the articles were made for ſubſcribing the eonfef- 
1@ | fion of Faith with the generall band , it was ordained ae 
-o | followeth. EYES | : | 
» For ſo much asthe neighbour Kirk it England » is underſtood 
n | 9 bceheavily troubled , for maintaining of tbe true Diſcipline and 
d | government : whoſe prieves ought to move us- Therefore the 
e | » Presbytery of Edinburgh was ordained tocomfort the ſaid Kirkin 
os | 5the ſaid matter, duoc 
p J-_ the Asſembly holden 1590. when the confesfjon of 
Faith was ſubſcribed univerſally de novo, a ratification of the 
liberties of the Kirk , in herjuriſdiction, diſcipline, -Preſ= 
byteries, Synods, -and generall Asſemblies , aridan abro- 
on of all things contrarie thereunto; was ordained to 
ſought both of the Councel and Parliament. In the next 
Sesſton it was ordained that the book of Diſcipline, ſpecially 
the contraverted heads , ſhould be ſubſcribed by all Mint« 
ſters that bear , or hereafter was to bear office in this Kirk, 
and that they be charged by the Presbyreries , wader the 
. | pain of excommunication': © Seeing the word of GodTan- 
: |} Not bee keeped in ſincerity , unlefle the hely- Diſcipline | 
{| bepreſerved. "The Presbyteries were'ordained to get acop*- . 
» | picunderthe'Clerks hand 3- there were ſundrie coppies ſ{ub= 
s © {cribed by the Miniſters' 1@ the Presbyteries yer extant, - 
as Hadingrotm, Dumfermiling , 8c. produced before the- 
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In the Aſſembly 159x. Sefſ. 4, The former aQ anent the 
fubſcription to the book of Policie is renewed » anda penal- 
tie impoſed upon the Moderatour , in caſe it be not purin 
EXECution, EE. | 
In the Aſſembly 22. May 1592. Sefl.2, Thefe articles 
were drawn up. That the afts of Parliament made 1584 - againſe 
* Diſcipline , libertie and authoritie of the Kirk, be annulled , and 
the famine diſcipline , whereof the Kirk bath been in prafliſe , pre« 
ce ly ratified. That Abbots.. Priors , and other Prelats pretending 
the title of the Kirk , be not fuffered in time coming. In the 11. 
Seſſion the number of the P:esbyreries were given up, and 
inſert in the Parliament immediatly following. The fifth 
 offune 1592. Thelibertie , diſcipline , andjurisdiQion ef 
_ thecrueKirk, in her Seffions, Presbyteries ». Synodaland 
general Aſſemblies , is largely razified , as the-ſamine was }. 
uſed, and exerciſed within this Realme , andall the acts , 
contrary thereto abrogat : The Kings prerogative declared 
Not to be prejudicial tothe ſame priviledges grounded upon | 
the word of God, the former commiſſions to Biſhops 1584, 
reſcinded, andall Ecclefiaſtical matters, ſubjected to Pres- 
byteries, according to the diſcipline of this Kirk. Ammo 1595. 
The book of Policie with otheratts is ratified and ordained 
to be printed. | | 
_ Tt-was alſo cleared that Epiſcopacie was condemned in 
theſe words of theConfeflion, HIS WICKED HIER AR-. 
CHIE. For the Popiſh Hierarchie doth conſiſt of Biſhops ; 
Presbyters , and Deacons , thartis baptiziegand preaching ' 
Deacons : For ſe jt is determined in the councel of Trent, in, 
the 4. chap. De S«cramento ordims , Can. 6. ; 
* $3 quis / nes 3n eccleſia Catholica non eſſe Debagermon! 2s _ 
bierarchiam divina ordinatione inftitutam, que gibernia delatarum 
conftat ex Epiſcopis , Presbyteris & mniniſtris , per ſacram Facukatem: 
anathema fit . Bellarmine likewiſe in his Theologiz Parifienſis |. 
book DeClericis. cap.'11- faith , That there f*%3- | 
are three Hierarchies im the militant Kirk: The firſt. of Biſhops , . 
the ſecond of Prieſts , the third of Deacons , and that the Deacons are 
«llfo Princes , if they be compared with the people: This propott- 
tion following. 3 Hierarchia eoclefiaſerca conſrar ex Pintifice , 
Cardinalibus , Archiepiſcogis » Epiſcopis 63 Regularibus , . you 
| | | | cenſure 


\ he 


cenſured by the Facultie of Theolopie in the Univerſitie ac 
Paris, as followeth , Inifta prima propeſitione emmeratio mens- ' 
brorum hitrarchie eccleſiaſtice ſcu ſaci principatus , divina ordingl 
tione inſtituts eft manca Ef redundaus atque , iniducens in errgrem- 
contt arium deter minations ſacre Sinodi Tridenting © I he propos 
fition was defective , becauſe it pretermicted the Presbyrers 
and Deacons ; it was cenfured as redundant, becauſe-it 
made the Hierarchie to conſiſt of the Pope,Cardinals, Archbichops, 
and Regilars; rhe Pope is nor within the Hiergrehie . 'Primats'y 
Metropolitanes , and Archlzobops\, bur as they are Biſhops. 
Furthermore , this Hierarchie is diſtinguiſhed 1n the Confeſ= 
fion from the Popes monarchie. And howbeit this Hieiagebie 
be called the Antichyiſts Hierarchie, ver it is notto diſtinguiſh 


-berwixt the Hierarchie in rhe Popiſh Kirk, and any other as 


lawful: Bur the Hierarchie , whereſoever it is , is called 
his, as the reſt of the Popith corruprionsate called his : To 
wit 5 Invocation of Sdints , canonization of Saints , dedication of 
Altars , Ec. are called his , notrhat rhereis another lawfull 
canonization , invocation ,. or dedication ofaltars : what= 
ſoever corruption wasin the Kirk, eitherin doftrine, wor# 
ſhip , or governmenr ſince the miftery of 'iniquitie' begarh 
ro work, and is retained, and.maintained, , by the Pope , 
and obtriided upon the Kirk by his authority , are hig. A 
paſſage alſo our of the hiſtory of the councell of Trent 
was alledged , where it is related', that the CouriceN 
would hot define the Hrera-chie by the feven ordeys:s we have- 
in ou confeſſion of Fairh the manifold orders ſer apart arid[di= 
ſtinguiſhed from the Hierarchie , but as'itgs fer down in the 
cannon aboye cited: We have in the book of Policie or ſe= 
cond 'booke of Diſcipline , injthe end ofthe ſecond chaprers 
this concluſion agreed upon. Therefore all the ambitious tirles 
invented ivithe kingdome of Antichriſt , and inbis' uſurped HI E- 
RARCHIE which arenot of one of theſe foure ſorts , To wit. 
Paſtotrs ; Noftours , Elders , and Deacons , together with. offi 


tes depending thereupon , m one word ought to be rejefted. 


All which and many other warrands beingpublickly reds 


and particularly at great length examined, and all objefiags 


anſwered in face of the Aﬀembly , all the membery:9f zhe 


Geſlmbly being mary times gefiredand required to propone 
M C2. thedc 
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 theirdouþts,, andſcruples, and every one beirig heard to 
the full,” and after much agicarion as fully ſatisfied; rhe Mg- 
deratour at laſt exhorting every one to declare: his minde, 
' did put the marcer.co voicing in theſe termes : Whether aceor= 


ding to the confeſſion of faith , as it was proefed in the year 1.5720, 
2I581;' and 1540. Therebe anyother Bichop ,' but a Paftour of 4 


riculay flock,, having no prehemmence nor power over bis brethren , 
nd whether by that Confeſſion, as it was then profeſſed, allother epiſ- 
copacie # abjured', and ought to bee removed out of this Kirk he 
whole Aflembly molt unanimouſly ,- without contradiftion 
——_ (and with the hefication ef oneallanerly). proteſ- 


fing full perſwaſion of minde , did voice , that all Epiſcopacie _ 
mnthis Kirk, and to beremoved out of #8, And therefare Prohi- 
bires underr eccleſaſticall cenſure any to uſurpe accept, de-+ 
' Fend, ,or obey. the pretended authoritie thereof in time 
Eoming. 5 


Py 
—_— 


", .AQSEE.r 7« December 10.1638. 
The Afcermbly at Glaſgow , declaring the froe Articles of 
EadSs Perth to have been abjured and 

I to bee removed. 

__ Aſſembly remembring the uniformity of worſhip 
- A which was inthis Kirk, before the articles of Perth, the 

| opens which entercd at that time ,, and hath continued ' 
fnce., with the lamentable effets, thar it hath produced , 
both againit Paſtours , and profeſſours , the unlawfulneſſe 
and nullicie of Perth Aſſembly already declared by this Aſ- 
:fembly, and that in the neceſlaric renewingof the confeſli- 


? 
4 n , 
- 


x 


%) -on of Faith in February 1638. the practiſe of novations intro- 


.duced in the worſhip of God, was ſuſpended, till they ſhould 

- be deterthined in afree gencrall Aſſembly : and. rhart in the 
ſame year at hisMajeſties command ſome had ſubſcribed the 

- confeſſion of Faith, as it was profeſſed when it was firſt ſub- 

2ſcribed : Fortheſe cauſes the Aſſembly entered into a dili- 
+ - "gene rryall of the foreſaid articles, , whether uy be contrare 

 * $otheconfcilion of Faich "25 it wa wganed an Pofiſlein 

x | a. _— me adn i. ES: © 


different from that of a Paſtour over , « particular flock; was abjured | - 
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theyeay 1580, 1581. 1590; and 1591: Andfindeth thar firſt - 


in generall : -In the confeſiion of Faith we profeſle , Fe wil« 
linghy agree mn '#':r conſciences to the forme of Religion , of a long grime: 


| , openly profeſied by the Kings Majeſtic, - and Whole body of -ohis 


 Kealmes wall points.,. as unts Gods undonbted: truth and wenuyy - 
grounded only upon his written word , and; therefare abbor. and-de= 


piſerie , in general and partrouler heads , \even as: they were, 
damned and confuted by the word. of God and Kirk of. Scorland + 

#n ſpecial ,- the Romane Antichriſt , his five. baſtard ſacraments , 
with allrites , ceremonzes.,” and falſe doftrine ; added to the mins-. 


| ftration sf the true Sacraments, without the mor of God , his cruell 
' Judgement againſt Infants departing wthout the Sacrament , bis gba 


folute mecesfitie of baptiſme', and finally , we deteſtc all his: vain ale 
legories, rites, fignes, andtraditions brought intathe Kirk withaur, 
or axon the word of God , and doftrme of thes true reformed Kirk, 
#9 the which we joyne our ſelves willmgly im Dore , Faith , Relt= + 

ion, Diſcipline , and uſe of the boly Sacraments, 4s. lrwoely'mem- 

ers of the ſame in Chriſt our Head ; promiſing,and ſwearing, Se, 
And that theſe five articlesare comtrarie rotheReligion then 


' profeſſed - were confuted .by the word oof God , and Kirk 


of Scotland , or are rites, and;ceremomes , added tothe mi=> 
niſtrarion +,of the true Sacraments;, without the word-God, 
or nouriſh. the popiſh'judgement: agrialt Infanrs.departiog 
withour the Sacrament ,..0r:abſolute necesfitie, of Baprifme 
or rites.,; ſignes, and traditions broughtinro,the Kirk, with 
our oragaintt the word of God, and doctrine of this true re. 


formed Kirk. Gt 


And nextin particular ,, concetning feltiyall dayes , fine 
deth, that intbe explication; of the firſt head , of the frft 
book of Diſcipline .. it was.thought good. that rhe feaſts of 
Chriſtmas, Circumciſion , Epiphame , withche feaſts of the. A= 
poſtles.,.Martyres ) and Virginc May, bee utterly aboliſhs 
ed., becauſe.chey are neither commanded nor warranded by 


 Scripture;;. and that ſuch as obſerve chem. be. puniſhed by &- 


vill Magiſtrats,, ; Here uiter abolition is craved,, and notie- 
formation of abuſes only , and that þeeauſe the abſcrvatiom, 
of ſuch feaſts bath no warravd from the word of God. In 
me generrll Aſembly bolden at oo Ao 1556; the. 
T7 » CEE C3 ' kv - large 
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': Jarge confesfien of Helveria was approved > but with ſpecial 
EXCEpriqn againſt the ſame five dayes, which are now urged 
Upon us. © Ir was not then rhe: Popiſh obſervation. only ,' 


with the Popiſh opinion of worſhhip and merit ;-which.,was. 'Þ| 


difaliowed ; ('for fo'the reformed Kirk in Hegſvetia did nat 
oblerve them ) bur ſimplicizer all obſervation. For chisend | 
was read a[crter ig Eatine , (ſeatarthat time by fome of our 
divines to-certainedivines in theſe parts to this purpoſe. In 
the Aſſembly holden'1575, in Avwuſt; complaiar was made. 
againſt the Miniſters and Readers beſide Aberdene; becauſe 
they afſembled the people ro preaching and prayers upon. 
Ecftane feltival dayes': So thar preaching and prayers upon 
feſtival dayes was judzed rebukable.” Tr was ordained like= - 
Wiſe, thar complaint' be: made: re the Regent, upon rhe 
 townof Drumfrets,* for urging 'and*convoying a Reader to 
the -Kirk with Tabrer and Whiſtle, to read*Prayers , all 
the holy dayes of Chriſtmas, upon the'refuſal of rheir own 
Reader. © Among the articles dire&ed by this Aﬀembly' ra 
the Regent : It 'was craved thatall holy dayts herero- fore 
Keepad holy , befid< the Loxds day , ſuch as Yooleday , and 
Vaints dayes , and ſuch orhers'may bee aboliſhed,. and 4 
ctrtait penaltic appointed for banqueting, playing', feaſt- 
IT upon' theſe dayes. -In the Aſſembly holden in April, 


19101577. It was ordained'thar rhe viſitors with'the ad- } 


vice of the Synodal —_ ſhould admonith Miniſters , 
aching or miniftrating the Communion ar"Eaſtet,; or 
Chrtſtmas , or other like ſuperſtitious times; "*6r Readers 
reading » todeſiſt, underthe paine of deprivation: ' In the 
ginth head of the firſt book of Diſcipline}, the reaſon i: ſer 
down againſt Eaxfter Communion. Your honowrs are not igno: 
gant how ſuperſtitiouſly the people 'runto that aftion at Paſcheven; 
&5.if the us verpue ro the Sacrament , and how the-reſt of the 
 @hole year , they are' careleſſe and negligent , 4s if it #ppartained 
not to them, but at that time only. - ARS this reaſen ," other tunes 
Eere appointed by chat bvok,, for uhkt holy aftion. Tn the 'Aﬀem- 
ly holden 1596, begun in March 1595. at which time the 
vue was renewed , ſuperſtition 'and idolatrie 'breaking = 
Forth in obſerving ſeſtivaldayes;3' fetting out of bone <fires,” | 
dnging Cazols, are reakoned amovgB the corruprigns which 


Werg 
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foever, except the Lords day. WIL a EL 
* .: Concerning kneeling at the C ommunton» :finderth that irs 
the canfesſfion of Faith prefixed beforethePfalmes ; and ap- 
proved: by.qur Kirkin the very beginning of the O__ 
on, we havetheſe words, Neither in the mmniſtration.ofthe Siitva- 
ments, muſt we follow men: but as C briſt himſelf hath axdaited,, 
fo muſt they be mmiſtred. . In the large canfesſion of Faith 


chap. 23. Itis required as neceflary, for the-right miniſtra« | 


tion of che Sacraments , that they bee miniſtred inſuch ele--- 
ments ,'and.inſuch ſort , as God hath appointed, and that 
 menhave adulterate the Sacraments withtheir own inventt=. 
ons: So that-no part of Chriſts ation abideth in the original , 
puritie.. /Dhe. judgement' of our reformers , who drewup 
the large Confeſlion , was by cleare evidents ſhewed to be 
contrary to this gelture in the act of receiving rhe Sacrament. 
In the orderof celebrating rhe Lords Supper, prefixed be- 
fore che Plalmes in meerer , firting and-daftrs | 
mynicapts'," are joined :: as likewitc by theſecond head of the 
firit book of Diſcipline, as neareft to Chriſts own aGtion, and 
ro his perfe( practiſe,and moſt convenient ro thar holy.athi= 
on, andallinventions deviſed by man are condemned, "as ab 
rerations and accuſations of 'Chrifts perfe& ordinance ; Mi- 
nifiers-were enjoyned by a& of Aſſembly in. December 1562; 
To obſerye the order of Geneva: thatisthe Engliſh Kirk ay 
Geneva > where, Maſter Knox had been ſometime Miniſter , 
inthe miniſtration of the Sacramenrs: - - This act was rene- 
wed in the Aflembly holden in December 15-64. where Mini- 
Kers are referred to the order ſet down before the Plalmes, 
for miniſtration of the Sacraments ; ' which is all one with 
the former : for that was the order of the Engliſh Kirk 
At Geneva... I 
Inrthe.Parliament holden Amo 1 567. Tr was declared that 
whoſoever did nar participate of the Sacraments , as they 


were thenpublickly adminiſtrat in this reformed Kirk,onghr * 


not toi-be repured members of this Kirk. Thea for the 
Kings oath/ar his coronation, to maintain the due admini- 
C4 | Ammo 
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to time , againſt all ſhew of obſerving any feſtival day — 3 
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pf Scotland » was fubſcribed : as alſo Ammo 1592. after the ſe- 
£vnd Subſcriprionrs the confesfion of Faith. In the Parlia- 
ment 1572. an. att was made againſt ſuch as did not partici- 

at of the Sacramers as they were rhen rightly miniſtered: 
But the geſture of kneeling inthe a& of receiving, purteth 
the miniſtration of the Sacraments uſed in this Kirk out of 
frame : whereby jt is clear that whatſoever geſtureor. rite , 
Fanngt ſtand with the adminiſtration of the Sacraments as 
they were then miniftred and were miniſtred ever fince the 
reformation, till che year 1618. muſt bee condemned by our 


Kirk asarite added tothe true'miniſtration of theSacraments 


_. Withurthe word of God, and as rite or tradition brought 
zn without , or againſt the word of God , or dottrine of this 
xeformed Kirk. | 


111, Concerning Confirmation; The Aſſembly finderh itto . 


be comprehendedn the clauſe of the Confesſion , where 
the five baſtard Sacraments are condemned. And ſeeing Epiſ- 
gopagie 18condemned ,' ampofition of hands by Bilſbaps fallerttto 
theground. Andinall theadts for cartechiſing or examina= 
tion before admisfion to the:communipn, no inkling of ime 
methadone 0140: 

” T FEI. Concerning the adminiftration of the Sacraments 
#n-provace places, or private baprttiſme, and communion z 
findeth that in the book of common order, ſet down before 


the Plalmes, itis (ard » That the Sacraments art not.orfdamedof = 


{Gog to be uſed in private corners , as charmers and ſorcerers uſe to doe, 
Þue left to the Congregation. Inthe Aflembly holden at Edin- 
Þurgh in Oftober Anno 1581. the (ame year and Aſſembly, that 
the confesfion of Farth: was ſubſcribed : It was ordained , 
ghat the Sacraments be not gg 208 in private houſes, bat ſolemnly 
according to good order bxther to obſerved, The Nuniſter of Tran- 


ene was {uipengedat that rime, -for baptizing an infant ina 
PILVare houſe: bur confesfing his oftenee, he was ordained 
co make his publick repentance in the Kirk of Tranene , befo- 
rehe be releaſed. Another Miniſter was to: be rried.,: and 
Ceriſured , for baptizing privarely., and celebrating the 
Epmmunion ur 90 Fſeb-497 ax ths Allembly holdenin Ofto- 

| : mY | - *cL 
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Confesfien,adhering'ro the uſe of the Sacraments,in the Kirk | 
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be 1586, Which aRsand cenſures make manifeſt, zhito 


[7 


1 Kirk abhorred wharſoeverFfoſtered the opinjon of theneeels 
 fitie of Bapriſme, and piving'of the Sacrament, * as a viaticum: 
All which,- and many otheraQts, ' grounds , -atidreafons, - 

{ being atlength agitated , and with mature deliberation pon« 


dered , andlibertie granted ro'every man toſpeak his minde; 
what could be ſaid further , for the full ſatisfaftion of all 
men. a 3 LIDB : | 

The matrer was put to voicing, in theſe words : Whether 
the five articlerof Perth 5 bythe confesfion of Faith \ @ it -W4s mey- 
ned and profeſſed in. the year 1580. 1581. 1590. 15 91+ ought to be 
removed out ofthis. Kyrl;: ' The whole Aflembly all in: one con- 
ſenc , one:0nely excepted,” did voice thar rhe five articles a- 
bove ſpecitied were abjured by this Kirk, in thar Confeſſion, 
and ſoonghtro be removed out of it : And therefore proti- 
bireth and difchargerhall diſputing for them» or' obſerving 
ofthem',:orany of them, in allxime comming, and ordains 
Presbyrenes to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk againſt 
all cranſgrefſours. F: ; | 


I, om A. th. ——— L TOTES mc 
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Ad Sell. 21: December 17. 2638. : 


| FNOncerning Kirk Sefffons ;*provineiall and nationall Aſſem- 
_ UUbles, the generall Aﬀdembly confidering the great de- 


f=tion of this Kirk , 'and:Yecay of Relipion , 'by the uſurpas 
rion of the Prelates and rheir ſuppreſling of ordinaire jugdi- 
catories of the Kirk, andUlearly preceiving the benefit which 
will redound to the Religion by the reftitutionof the ſaid jute 
dicarones, remembringalſo' rhat they ſtand obliged by their 
ſolemne'oath , and covenant with God; roreturn to the do- 
ctrine and di{cipline. of this Kirk; .as it was profeſt- 1520, 
1581, x590, 159T. Which'in the book of Policie, regiſtrar 
in the/booksof the Aﬀlembly 4581. and ordained to be ſab- 


ſcribed, 1590, 1591. 1s particularly'expreſt-both touch»- 


ing rhe conſtitution of the Aﬀemblies, (of their members , 
Miniſters”," and Elders ;\.and' ronching; the 'number , pow® 


yorsl authority of theſe- members, ir all matters cccle>. . 


C5 The 


[_ - ho 
. 


FT3 The Generall | 

The Afﬀembly findeth it necefſar to reſtore, and by theſe 
. preſentsreſtoreth all theſe Aſſemblies unto their full integri- 
tie in their members, priviledges » libercies, powers, and 
Tone 3 asthey were coaltiture by the foreſaid beok 
of Policie. | | | 


© _——_——_—_— 


eo 


AR. $eſf. 23. 24. December 17. 18. 


Nent the report of the Committie , appeinted for con- 
A devine what conſtitutions were to be revived , or made 


of new, they proponed the overtures following,:. which 


were read and allowed by the whole Afembly , or-by them 
referred to the conſideration of the ſeyerall Presbyteries. 
 Anent Presbyeeries which have beenerefted fince. the: year 
1586. Jtſcemerh needfull, rhar they bee ratified by. an at 
of this general Aſſembly , and rhat other Presbyreries ſhall 
be erected , where they ſhall be found needfull,. andefpect- 
ally now in the Synod of Liſmore, according to-the particu- 
| Jarnore given there anent. _ 
The Afſembly ratifieth theſe Presbyreries ſince 1486+ and 


<2 aw 


erected thoſe/in Liſmore, conforme ro' rhe notre regiſtrar in 


the books of Aſlembly, 


', Anentthe keeping of Presbyreriall meetings ; It is thought - 
fir chat they be weekly , both in-Sommer and Winter , ex- | 


Cept in places farre diſtant, who 'during the winter ſeaſon , 


(that is berween the firſt of Oftvber: and th e firſt of 4pri/) ſhall - 


be diſpenſed with for meering once/ in the fourteen dayes » 
and thac all abſents þe cenſured, eſpecially thoſe who ſhould 
| exerciſe and adds , according to; the. AA of Aﬀembly 1582. 
at St. Andrews, April 24. Sefi. 12, avd that ſome controvert- 


ed head of doctrine bee handled in the presvyrerie publikly, . 
and diſputed among the brethren , every firſt Presbytererie | 
ofthe Moneth , according to the a& of Aſſembly halden ar 


Dunaze 1598. Sefl, 12. 
The Aſemb'y alloweththit Article. 


- Anent the vifttarionof particular Karks within Presbyteries 3 . 
" Tris thought expedient chat it be enceevery year, whercina 


Care ls to bc had , among other things neceſlary , that. 1t bee 


tryed - 


&r, 
gp4 
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S 
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| 


| tAfembly," 1638. a 
tryed , how-domeſtick exerciſes of Religion be'exerciſed in 
particular families, and roſee what moans there'is in every 
Pariſh in-Laddward , for carechifing and inſtrufting the 
OB 2xr vey © 7708 


C 


; youth. P | 
| T be Aſſembly alloweth this article. 


IV. Anent the viſitation of .Kirks , Schooles , and Colledgesl: 
It is thought meer chatche acts of Aſſembly holden art Fl:= 
burgh che 25.of Iznie 1565+ Seff. 2, be pur in execution: that 
the Minitters ofthe parochin, the P:incipall,” Regents , and 
profeſſours' within Colledges , and Maſters > and Doors of 
Schooles, 'be tryed concerning the foundneſſe of their juds 


| gemenrin matters of Religion, rheir abilitie', for difcharge 


of their calling , and the honeſty of their converſation: as 
theactof Aſſembly at Edinburgh Inni 21.1567. Sel. 3. And 
the act of che- Aflembly holden ar Montroſe: 15 95- Sefl.'9. 
doimport$'and this vititation of Colledgestobe by way'of 
commiſiion from the generall Asſembly. ooo 


The general Aſſembly alloweth this article. 


.  V. Anent none refidenes + Irisrhought neceſſary, that eves 
ry Miniſter be obliſhed co refids in his own-Parochin at his 


ordinarie'Manſe, for the better attending of the duties of his 
callivg;*cenforme ro rhe 'Acts of 'Aﬀſemblies »- viz, 'a@t of 


Aﬀ4emvbly at Edinburgh , Mareh 24. 1595. Sefſ;7. as alſo'att 
at Edinburgh , December 25. 1363. Sefſ.'5, and Aﬀſembly at 
Edinburgh; December 2541 565: : Se; 4. * Aſſemble at 'Edjmns 
bargh, Marchs. 1572. Sel. 3, _ 2 FP OBOL 


The Aſſembly alloweththis article; | 
V:1:; Anentthe planting of $oþools in Landward ,*the want 
whereof doth grearly-prezudge the grouth of the Goſpel, and 
procure the decay off Rebbioe: The Aſſembly giveth dire- 


every Landward Parochin, agd'providirig of men'able For 


'Þ Ction to. ſeveral Presbyteries for the' ſerling of Iz 


the charge of teaching of the youth, piblickreading and pre- 
centingof. the Pſalme, 2nd the cateChiſing of the common 
people, and that meansbe provided for their incertainmenr, 


1n, t] GE 


* 
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onyenicnt manner that miay be had , according 
Fafthe Paths 
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The Aſſembly alloweth 5 and referreth the particater court | 

unto the ſeverall Presbyteries. 7% os TL 

VII. Anent the late admiſſion of Miniſters by Precbyzerier . 1l 
and the chojſe of Moderatours , according to the ancientpowerþ»*< 
of the ſaid Presbyteries ; The Asſemhly declareth they had” 
wer rodoe the ſamezand ratifieth that what hath been done 
of late of that kinde upon warrantable grounds , that here 
afterit be not called in queſtion. "EW. Sts 


= The Aſſembly alloweth this artisle. 
b. _ VIIE. Anent the competencie of Prerbyteries and parochins., 
E thar ſome proportion may be keeped , both anent the num- 
ber and diſtance of place : It would ſeem expedieat that thig 
encrall Afembly ſhould appoint a Commiſſion for every 
Shyre , where. there is ſuch neceflitie, thar the particular 
Parochins and Presbyteries within the bounds be ducly con» 
ſidered, and oyertures be theſe of the ſame commiſſion given 
into the provinciall Synods, 'and by them te the geperall 
Aſſembly , that there they may be adviſed , and rartied- 


© The Aﬀembly referreth #his to the care of the particular pres- 
E- ; YyEeYEES., ; P | Y 
: . ++. IX. Aneart the entrie and converſation of Miniſters: Ir is | » 
expedient that the att of Aſſembly holden ar Edinburgh, 
Merch 24. 1595. Sefl. 7, be ratified , and pur in execution 
1n every Presbyterie, and tothatend , thar they get acope 
pie thereof, unger the Clerks hand whereof the':tennour 
-followeth. | FY 
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tle er on. 


ARSE. 7: March 16. ofthe Aﬀembly at _ 
| _ - Edinburgh 1596. | 


a OnrningthggeteRioggin the'miniſterie, the ſawe being 
Io at length read out, reaſoned , and conjidered ; The bre- 
2» thren concluded the ſame , agreeing there=with ; and in reſpee 
b. o $b4t by Gods grace, they intend reformation, and ta ſte he Kin 
I » 4nd miniflery purged ; to the effeQ the works may havebetter ſuce 
a» Ceſic » they think is necefſar that this Aſſembly be humbled , for 
yo Ranting ſuch care as becams in ſuch points , axis ſes deon 3 ſins 
il 2 : a1 [Ore 
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Aſſembly ; 1638. - 
| c02tlhs ſome 7ealous and godly brethren in dotrine , laythem ons for x 
"þ» better bumiltation ; and that they make folemne promiſe before the 


Pp / 


— 


Þ 


ries | [12 Majeflic of God ; and make new covenant with bin for a more 


Dwer [+ careful and reverent diſcharge of their miniflerie, To the which 


 hadf effed was choſen Mr. lohn Davidſon ; and 'Tweſday next ae 


[one þ 1» ine houres in the merning appointed, inthe new Kirk for that ef- 


here 
$'s» bee adviſed the morne in privie conſerence. 


The tennour of the adviſe of the brethren ; depute for 
penning the enormities and corruptions in 


” 

FA, ſerie, and remead thereof, allowed by;the generall 
his | Aſſembly here conveened. 1596: 

cry Corruptions in the of fiee. 


»Þ Or as much as by the tos ſudden admiſſion and light 
'T) P 


en | »>jall out in the perſons of miniſters 2 it would be ordained in time 
al, comming , that more diligent inquifition and zriall be uſed of all 
»ſuch perſons as ſhall enter into the miniftrie —_ | 
re | 1 As ſpecially theſe points, That the intrant ſhall be peſed upon 
: | 9» vis conſclence , befcre the great God , ( and that in moſt grave 
is | »» manner ) what movethhim to accept the office and charge of the 
'» | o» miniſlrie upon him, 
n »» That it beinquired , if any by Fave ap , or moyen, direAly op 
* | 2, indirefly, precf to enter in the ſaid of fice: And, if it bee foungl, 
rf > #hat the ſolifter be repelled ; and that the Prerbyterie repel alf 


ice of the Presbytexie 
and 


if any doe in the 


wt 


45 


fe : whereunto none is to reſort , but the miniflrie : the forme 20" 


e mint- 


"4 


46+  Generall” 
= / ſcipline » and wiſedgme, te behave himſelfe accojdingly with, 
»» fe diverſe ranks of prrſons within his flock , as namely with. 
»» Athcijis, rebellions , weak conſciences, and ſuch #they, where 


+371 the paſlord'l charge is moſ} kythed ; -and that he be meet to. 


3» ſtop the monthes of the adverſaries: and ſuch as are yiot qualified 
>» in theſe points to be delayed 6 further tryal j and while they by 
2» found qualified, And becauſe men may be found meer for ſome 
$» Places who are not meet for other, it would be conſidered, that the 
$» principall places of the Realme be provided by men of mo ſt worthie 


»» ifts,, wiſedome aud experience , and that none take the charge | 


3; of greater number of peopl: nor they axe able to defcharge: And the 
3» Aſſembly to take order herewith, ard the a8 of che provincial of 
2», Louthain, made at Linlithgow , #o be urged. 

»» That ſuch as ſhall bee found not given to their book and ftudie 


33 of Scriptures , not Carefull to have books , not given to ſanfifi- | 


>, Cation and prayer, that fludie not to bee powerful and ſpiritual , 
2110? applying the deArine to corruptiens, which is the paſtorall 
18ſt, obſcure and tao ſcholaſtich before theprople, cold, and want- 
»ing of ſpintual Zeal , negligent in-uiftting of the fick, and caring 
»» for the pogre; or indiſcreet m choſing of parts of the word not meet- 
23 eft for the flock, flatterers and diſſembling at publick ſms, and 
» ſpectrally of great per ſonages in their congregation 5 for flattery 
22 Or forfear , that all ſuch perſor.s bee cenſured , according tothe 
*% degree of their faults , and continuing therein , bee deprived, k-4 
2» That ſuch as be flothfalll in the minſtration of the Sacraments 
ys and irreverent , as prophaners receiving the cleane and uncleant, 
33 tgnorants and ſenſeleſs prophane, and making no conſcience 
wwof their profeſſion in theix calling and families , omitting due 
5 tryallor uſing none , or light tryall, having refpe8 in theiy tryal 
y to perſons , wherein there is manifeſt corruption ; that all ſuch 


s» bee ſharply rebuked , and if they continue therein , that they be | | 


Pe depoſed ; | | PR | 

© 9w And if any be found 4 ſeller of the Sacraments, that hee bet 

2, depoſed ſimpliciter : and ſuch as. collude with flanderous per- 

>» ſons in diſpenſing £14 over = ſeeing. them for money ;, incarre tht 
»» like puniſhment, That every Miniſter be chargedtobave 4 Seſ- 

»:Nlon eſtabliſhed of the meetteft men inhis Congregation , and that 


»» Deſcipline ftirike not only upon groſſe fins, 4s whoredome , : | 
» hood ſhed, &', but mpon Hug repugnant 16 the wordof God 


. 32 GP 
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| 7; 45 Mlaſphemic of God , banning , profuning of the Sabbath ai : 


ith | 22 obedient wv" » idle, unruly ones without calling , drunk- 
, | +, 4rds, and ſuch like deboſhed en, as make not conſeience of 
' | ,, theirlife and ruling of their families , and ſpecially of education 
red | 2» of their children, lying, flandering, and backbiting and breaking 
be | oof promiſes : and this to be an univerſal order throughout the 
29 Realme , &c, and ſuch like as are negligent herein , aud contie 
the | #5 Pre therein after admonitien , be depoſed. | 
| ,» That none falling in, publick, flanders , be received inthe fel« 
| »> lowſhip of the Kirk , except his Minifler have fome appearance 
? », and warrand in conſcience, that hee hath both a feeling of fin , 
of | * and apprehenſion of mercie » and for this effeF , that the Mint- 
| »» fler travell with him, by defrine , and pravate inflruttion to 
Mm | 55 wei 7 bere=to , and ſpecially inthe dyctrine of repentance , 
c 


5. | », which being neglected , the publick, place of repentanceis turned + \ 
[, 95 in a mockin . | 


t ,» Dilapidation of benefices , dimitting of them for favour ,- or 
16 39 money T ky — Aras laick — without adviſe of the 
>» Kirk. and ſuch like interchanging of benefices , by tranſac- 
>, tion and tranſporting of themſelves by that occaſion , without the 
+ | >» knowledge of the Kirk, pe zo be puniſhed: Such like, that 
: >, ſetting of takes without the couſent of the Aſſembly , be puniſhed 
fe 2» kceerding to the a5: and that the damitters in favours for money, 
-» or otherwiſe to the effeR above=writen : bee puniſhed as the dila- 
pidators. j | 


F - . 7 

. . Corruptions in their perſons and lives. 
* | 5 Tz ſuch as arelight and wanton intheir behaviour » as in 
_ 2 

1 


gorgeous and light apparel ; in ſpeech , in ufing light and 
3» prophane companie , unlawfull gaming , as dancing , — 
»» Aycing and ſuch like; not beſeeming the gravitie of a Paſtour , bee 
| 32 ſharply and gravely reproved by the Presbyterie, according tothe - 
| » degree thereof : and continuing therein gr due admonitian , that 
2» bee bee,,, depryved , as flanderous to the Goſpel, _ Þ 
»» That Miniſters being ſound jwearers » or banners , prophani 
wes; of the Sabbath, DO enkands » fighters, gun of all hyp 
21 Or any of them, he depoſed ſimpliciter; and ſuch like. Iyars, 4e« 
. niraffers, flatterers , breakers of promiſe , brawlers , and quar= 
2» Tellers, after ddmnition continging ehrrelp 4 incurre zþe gs 
ns TTY OTST a The 


PAOVE” Y rY YES Vy nt hd eons het A 2 B42 ih, 
4 ” v *. 4 wp ” 4 t % 
- jp , * 
i 3 b pL 


43 ocaupations fore filthic gain , as holding of oftleries, raking « 


' 25 0cker beſideconſcience and good lawes, and bearing wordly offices 


5» 1 -noblemen and pentlements houſes, marchandiſe , and ſuch 
like, buying of vittuals , and keeping to the dearth , and all ſuch 
+3 orld!y occupations, as may diftratt them from their charge; and 
$3 may be ſlanderous tothe paflorall calliag , be 'admoniſhed and 
»» brought t0 the acknowled ging of their fins , and if they continue 
2» therein , tobe depoſed... 

29 That Miniſters not refident at their flocks, be depoſed accord- 
53 ing to the afis of the generall A fſembly, and laws of the Realme: 


2, therwiſe the burthren to be laid on the Presbyteries , and they ya 


. 


2, be cenſured therefort, | : | 
. 33 That the Aſiembly command all their members , that none of 
51#hem await on the court and afairs thereof: without the advice 
2, and allowance of their Presbyterie, Item , that vhey intend no 
9 aFion ctvill without the ſaid advice, except in ſmall maters : and 
9» for remeding of the necesfutie, that ſome Miniſters hath to enter 


e>inplea of law , that remedie bee craved,, thas ſhort procesfrbee 
25 deviſed, tobee uſed in Miniſters ations, | 


;» That Miniſters take ſpecial care inufing godly excerciſes in_ 


's, 8 heir families , in teaching of their wives , children', and ſer- 
2s Pants , in uſing ordinarie prayers and m_ of Scrip tures , 
»3 1 removing of offenſive perſons out of ae ies, and ſuch like 
»» other potnts of godly converſation, and geod example, E5.that they 


,, at the viſetation o f thity Kirks , try the Miniſters familjesin theſe © | 


»» points foreſaid,, and ſuch as art found negligent intheſe points , 
,» foreſaid afier due admonition , ſhall be adjudged unmeet to ge- 
33 vern the houſe of God , according to the jule of the Apoffle. 

" 3» ThatMinifters in all companies flrive to hee (pirituall and pre 


2» fitable , and to talke of things pertaining 16 godlineſſe , as namely 


3» of ſuch as may ſtrengthen us tn Chriſt, inſflrud us inour calling, of 


z» the means how to have Chrifts Kingdeme better eftabliſhed in our 


> Congregations, and to know bow the Goſpel flouriſhe/h in our 
E eck: end ſuch like others dbe hinderances,and the remeeds that we 


22 finde, Go wherein thereis manifold corruptions both in our come | 


2, partying with our ſelves , and with athers : and that the coutra« 


26 veeners thereofhe tryed , and;ſharply bt rehuked. - 
CN -- | R__ # + 4 Thes 


Ty - dps That Miniſters given to unlawful and imeompetent trades and 
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| . FX. Anent the defraying ofthe expenſes ofthe Commil® 


PER 
% 


PO FOR Panerns” 
Aſſembly, 1638. 4 
_ 3, That no Miniſter he found.ta contenante , procart , \orafſift «. 
», publick offender challenged by his own Miniſteys., for his publick 
#» offence , or. to bear with bim , as though his Minifte , were yog 
2» ſevere upon him , under to pain of admonition and rebuking, © 


| Anent generall Aſſemblies: bes 5 
” T O urge the keeping of the Afts anent the keeping of the Aﬀſens: 
| 3  #ly,, that it may havethe own revercitct and majcftie- : 
The A ſiembly having heard the whole aft read”, moſt un- 
animouſly allotethand a pproveth this article, | 


fioners ro the generall Aſſembly , referreth and recommens 
derh the ſame unrs the particular Presbyrerie , and eſpeci- 
ally to the ruling, Elders therein , that rhcy may rake ſuch 

courſes whereby , according toreaſon and former ats_of 

' Aſſemblies, the Commiiſioners expenſes to this Aﬀ4embly , 

and to the ſubſequent , may be born by rhe particular paro= 

Chins of every Presbyterie, who ſendeth them in their name, 

and to their behalf, and for that effect , thar all ſorr of per- 

ſons able in land or moneys proportionally , may bear a part 

of the burthen » as they reap the benefit of thelr paines. 


The A ſſemblyjeferreth this unto the care of the particular Prey] 


 ethexpedient that thz number and names of all the Papiſts ins 


| poperiethath had » and 'now hath through this Kingdome s 


eres. | | 
X I. Anent the repreſſing of proprieand ſuperſtition; It ſeem! 


this Kingdom be taken upatthis Aſſembly , if it may be 
conveniently done , and if not, that it be remixed to the | 
next provincial Aſſemblies , that ir may appear whar groutle * 


whar poprch prieſts, and Feſuit there in the land 3 and that all 
perſons of whatſoever itare and condition , be obliged te 
ſwear and ſubſcribe the confeſſion of Faith, as it is now cone 
deſcended upon by this generalAfſembly,thar they frequens. 
the word and Sacraments in the ordinar dyets and places , 
otherwiſethe procecd againſt them with the cenſures of the 
Kirk , and children be not ſent our of the countrey withour. - 
5 D inc" 
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RS. £m TheGenerall | 
| licence of the Presbyteries or provinciall Synods of the 


x 
1 


bounds where they dwell. | | l 
| The 4ſiembly referreth this article to the ſeverall Presby- 


Fer nes. - 
X TI. Anenr order to be taken that the Lords Supper 
ere frequently adminiſtrat both in burgh and landward - then 
it hath been in theſe 1exrs by-gone : It were expedient that 
the at at Edinburgh December 2.5: 1552. Seſs. 5. bee renewed, | 
and ſomeccourſe bee taken for furniſhing of the elementsþ 
| Where the Miniſter of the Pariſh hath allowance only for 
E, once in the year. | 
The fftembly referreth this to the conſideration of Presbyte- 
ries , and declareth that the charges be rather payed out\ 
of that dayes colletion , then that the Congregation want 
the more frequent uſe of the Sacrament. 1 
XII. Anent the entrie-of Miniſters ro the miniſtrie : 
The Aflembly rhinks expecient that the a& holden at St. 
Andrews . April 24. 1582, Seff, 7... Touching the age of 
8$Wentty fiveyears be renewed, and none to be admitted before: 
that rime, except ſuch as for rare and ſingular qualities, ſhall 
be judged by the general or provincial Asſembly ro be meer 
and worthie thereof, | | 


The Aſſembly approveth this article. | 
 +X IV. Anent mercats en Vonday and Saturday withinBurghs 
cauſing intollerable profanation of the Lords Day,by carying 
of loads, bearing of Burthens; and other work of that 
kinde: It were expedient for the redreſſe thereof, that the 
Care for reſtraining of this abuſe be 1ecommended by the Aſ- 
ſembly unto the ſeverail Burghs , and they to bee carneſtly 
efitreated to finde out ſome way for the reprefling of this 
evill, and changing of the day; and to reporttheir Taligencs || 
there-anentro the nextgenerall Asſembly. | | 

| * 6. Aſſembly referreth this article to the confideration of the 

urrows, 
' - RV. Anenceheproſanation of the Sab'"ath - day in Landward » 
- Clpecially for want of divine ſervice in the afternoone : The 
Mcmbly ordaineth the a& of Aﬀembly holden at Dowd, 
| , 
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ful 12- 1580. Sel 10. for keeping both dycts; to bepur. 


_ 1nexecution . 


The Aſjen:bly alloweth this article. bs 
XV 1. Anent frequenting with excommunicat perſons * "The 
Aſſembly ordaineth that the a& at Edmburgh, March 5- 1569. 
Sefſ.'10. to wit, That theſe who willnot ferbear the companie off 


. excommunicat perſons after due admonition , be excommunicat themes 
| ſelves , except they forbear , ta be but inexecution. 


. The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 

XVII1. Whereas the confeſſion of the Faith of this Kirk 5 
concerning both Doctrine and Diſcipline, fo often called 
in queftion by the corrupt judgement and ryrannous authos 
ritie of the pretended Prelats, .is now clearly explained, and 
by this whole Kirk repreſented by this generall Aſsembl 
concluded » ordained alſo to bee ſubſcribed by all ſorts © 
perſons within the ſaid'Kirk and Kingdome: The Asſembly 
conft tutes , andordaines, that from henceforth no ſort of 
perſon , of whatſoever quality and degree , be permitted to 
ſpeak, orwrite againſt the ſaid Confeſſion , this Asſemblys 
or any att of this Aſsembly-, and that under the paine of in« 
curring the cenſures of this Kirk. | 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article. EN 
XVIII. Anent voicing in Kirk Seſſions : Tt is thought 
expediear that no Miniſter moderating his Seſſion, ſhall u- 
ſurpe a negative voice over the members of his Seflfion, and 
where there is two or moc Miniſters in one Congregation , 
that they have equall power in voicing , that one of them 
hinder not the reaſoning or voicing ofany thing , whereun- 
to the other Miniſter or Miniſters , with a great part of the 
Seſſion inclineth , being agreeable to the aCts and praiſe 
of the Kirk, and thatone of the Miniſters without adviceof 
his colleague appoint not dyets of Communion nor examina- 
gion » Beither hinder his colleague from catechiſingand uſing 


other religious exerci(es as ofcas he pleaſerh. 


The A4ſiembly referreth this article to the care of the Preſ+ 

| teries, | | 
XX, Sincethe office of Dieceſane, or lordly Biſhop, is all- 
utterly abjured , and rcomoved. our of this Kirk : - Ithis 
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5% The Generall 
thought fit that all tirles of dignitie , ſayouring more of po= 
perie than of Chriſtian libertie ,'as Chapters with their electi= 
onsand conſecrations, +bbots, Priors, Deans, Arch » deacons, 
Preaching - deacons , Chanters', Subchanters , and others having 


the like rictle, flowing from rhe Pope and canon law only, as 
eeſtificth the ſecond book of Diicipline, beealſobaniſhed 


out of this reformed Kirk , and not to bee uſurped or uſed. 


_ hereafter underecclefiaftical cenſure. 
"._ . The Aſſembly alloweth this Article. 


- XX Anent the preſenting either ofPaſtours or Readers andSchool- 


maſters, to particular Congregations, that there be a reſpect 


had ro the Congregation, Ct that no perſon be intruded in any 


office of the Kirke , contrare tothe will of the congregati-* 
pnto which they areappointed, : 

| Thbe Aſſemblyalloweththisarticle. ; 

- XXL. Anent Mariage without proclamation of bans , which 
being in ule theſe years by - gone hath produced many dan- 
gerous effects: The Afſembly would diſcharge the lame , 


conforme to the former atts, except the Presbyterie in 


{ome neceſlarie exigenrs diſpenſe therewith, 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article. . 


XX 11. Anent the burial! in Kirks , the Aſſembly would 


bepleaſed to conſider anent the at of Asſembly at Edinburgh 
3588. Seſs. 5. 1f 1t ſhall be put in execution, and to diſ« 
"Charge funeral ſermons , asſavouring of ſuperſtition, 


The Aſſembly referreth the former part of this article anent 


buriall in Kirks to the care of Presbyteries, and diſchargeth. 


all funerall ſermons, 


XXTIIE Anent ehe rryall of ExpeRants before their entrie | 


. Fothe miniftrie, it being norour that they have ſubſcribed 
the confeflion of Faith now declared in this Aſſembly , and 
| Thar they have exerciſed often privatly , and publickly , 
> with approbation of the Presbyterie , they ſhall firſt adde 
and makethe exerciſe publickly , and make a dicſourſe of 
* Tome common head in Latine, and: give propoſitions there- 
upon for diſpute, and thereafter be queſtioned by the Pres- 
Þyreric upon queſtions of controverſic,, and chronslogie 3 


- Knent particylar textsof Scripture how they may be aonepes- . 
ca. 
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red according to the analogie of Faith, and reconciled, and 
that they be examined upan their skill of rhe Greek& Hebrew, 
that they bring a teſtificat of their 1ife and converſation from 

either Colledge or Presbyrerie , where they reſide, 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article, «<8 
XX1V. The Asſembly having confidered the order of 
the provincial Asſembly , given in by the moſt ancient of 
the Miniſtrie within every Province, as the ancient plate» 
forme thereof , ordained rhe ſame to be obſerved contorme 
to the roll, regiſtrat in the books of Asſembly , whereof 


- the trennour followeth. | | 


— y my _— rem. 


T he order of the Provincial AfSemblies in 


Scotland , according to the Presbyteries 


therein contained. | 
«. The Provincial Aſeembly of Mers and Tividail. 
Dunce. - 
Chirnſide. 2 C Mers To meet the firſt 
The Presby- Kelfo. = JTividail. timeat fedburgh, 
' terlesof _ Erſliltoun. -2 YThe Forreſe. the third I weſ. 
Fedburgh. '- Lauderdail, day of April, 
Melros. | 


2. The Provincial of Louthian. 

on 5 | 

Hadimgtoun,”s 

ThePr a Dalkezh E ; caſt Loythian To meet the firſt 


\ T-114þ:., CIMe at Edinburgh 
teriesof I rei £2 » _ the third Twas 


day of April. 


Peebles, —< 
i C Linlithgorw. | 
' 3. The Provincial of Perth. 


Perth. To meet the 


2B 5 TheShyref- 6.6 time at. 


The Prey” Augtrerade, 3 © dome of Ph pry, the e= 
. teries of Criovilins, 7 2 C and of Strwvi- = ; Tweſs 


Dumblans. & * ms Shire, gay of Aprik. 
Re "2g on 


W.. 2 


F o A "= 
I 844 ©. 
, Ss S ” Rs Wn £2 L 
v 5. AE 
+ 
- 
F 4 
: £ No 
4. A + - 
% 
$5 
- F 
xY 
. a4 F - 
& ., 
- 
* 
q 
i 


TheGenerall 
4. The Province of Drumfrees. 
Nzddiſdaill. 
 Dumfreess £ 4 Annanaaill. To meet the firſt ( 
Presby- )Penpont. Ewſdaill. time at Drum= 
_ of ps. es TI, » Eskdatl. frees, the ſecond 
| Middilbee. 2 \ Wachopdaill. Tweſday of 4+ 
7 apart of pril. 
ln Galloway. 


W The Provincial of Galloway." 


: = F The Shyref- 44 meer the 

7 _C Wihtoun. = 7 dome of Wig- firſt time ar 

The Presby Kirkubriphe. 2 toun, and Ms. FW. otoun,third 

C Stranraver. v 9 wartrieof Kir- Twelday of 
= C kubright. April. 


_ teries of 


The Provincial Synod of AireorIr wing , 


To meet with 


s | — | the Provincial 
ThePresby- For, = F£ The Stiyref- Synod of Glaſ- 
teries of L Irwing., © t dome ofAire. gow pro hac wice, 
: "0 _the firſt Tweſday 
= of April. ; 


6. The Provincial Synod of Glaſgow. 
The Shyr. of To meet with 


| Sek D Lennox, the the Provinci= 
TheProcy. ) Dumbartane. = ( Barrony of all Synod of 
X —_— Glaſgow. , 9 * Renfrow, the Aire and Ir= 
| Hammultoun, £ \ Shy.of Chdſ- wing at Glaſ- 
4 Lanert, wi 
v 


dail overand gow , pro hac 
 nether, Vitee 


—_—— 7, The 


» 
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7. The Provincial Synod of Argyl, deſired to bee "% 

erefied in ſeveral Presbyteries, according 
to the note given in. 


Dunune. £ { The Siyrife To. meer the | 
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£ ThePresby- Pp Kinloch- XS ) domes of - firſt time at Ime= 


Interaray. $ _ &rgil & Boot» reray . the fourth 
Kilmozr. © s with a part Tweliday of cA- 
Skye, fa TU of Loohabare pril. | 
8. The Provincial Synod of Fife. 
Sr. Andrews. 4 | > meet the 
Cor per. Q rſt rime art 
irkadie, & 4 The Shyref- copperin Fiſe 
Dumferm- © dome of Fife. \j. hrſtTweſ- 
 Uling- | day of April, 
9. Tie Provincial Synod of Angus aud Merns. 


| ; Meegle S To meer the 
< 
oY 
S 
UL 


teries of 


ThePresby- ; 
teries of ( 


Dunidize. C The Shyref (rſt ttme at 
ThePresby- Arbroth. | domes of Dundie , rhe 
texiesof _ Forfair Bre- Forfair and (irq [weſday 
pee Merns, = * Merns, of April. 
x0. Tie Provincial Syned of Aberdene. 
Aberdene. x | \ 
Kincairdin..- {The Shyref- To meerthefirſt 
ThePresby- All foord. 5 LaOOM of time at newAber* 


: Garioch = \ Aberd d dene the 3 Twelſ- 
Ecries of Ellan Deer.» \ Bans, M day of April, ; 
Turrefſe. = , 
Fordyce- 


11. The provincial Synod of Murray. 
yy ( The' Shyref- 

I7mernes. ,; « domes of In- To meet the _ 
, Forreſie *E | nejnes in part, firſt time at Fors 


ThePresby- ) Elgin ©< Nairnin parts reſſe , the laſt 
teries of ( Strabogie. 2) Murray Bam i « eſday of £- 
wt Abernethie. Lin part, Aber- pri, 
© 4hbrriower, \denin parts 
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- r "7 The provincial Synod of Rofle. 
: EA ED . Tomeet the brit 
ThePresby- 5 Chanrie. £ «c The Shyref- time at Chanrie , 


'xeries of 9 749m & < dome ofIn- 4c ndTweſ- 
WOE” Dingwall' © nernes in part. day of April. 


13. The provincial Synod of Carhnes. 
D I To meet thefirſt 
'ThePresby- $ - gee Cathnes. time at Dornoch , 
rerics of (Ty, wc Sutherland. the third Twelday 


of April. | 
I4+» The provincial Synod of Orkney and Zetland. _ 
gs 5 { TheShyref- To meet rhe firſt 
ThePresby- $ Kyrkwall 4 dome of timear Kirkwat, 
teries of Qt Soalloway. » ) Orkney and - the ſecond T wel 
x _ \ Zerland. day of April. 


” — — 


15. The Provincial Synod of the Iſles. 


L L the Kirks of the Narth-weſt Ifles , viz. Skyy Lewes , 
and the reft of the Iles. which were lyableto the Diocie 
of the Ifles , except the Southewelt iſles which are joyned to . 
the Presbyteries of Argyll, Tameetthe firſt time at Skye the 
ſecond Tweſday of May. Ee Sh 

That the Miniſter of the place where the Synodall Afſeme . 
bly meers ſhall preacb the firſt day of their meeting., and 
grye timoule advertiſement to the reit of the Presvyreries. 

, Itis remembred that of old the Synodall Aſſemblies thac 
were neareſt to others, had correſpandence among them- 
ſelves, by ſending one or two Commiſſioners mutually from 
one roanother , which courſe is thought fit to bee keepedin - 
time comming : viz. The Provincials of Louthian, and Mers, 
&c. The Proyincials of Drumfreis , Galloway , Glaſgow , and 
Hrgyll, The Provincials of Perth, Fyfe, and cAngus, &c. 
The Frevincialsofhrdgn and Mary, The Provincals 


of Refie , Caithnes, and Orknay. The Commiſſioners for 
correſpondence amongſt the Synodals tobea Miniſter anda 
ruling Elder. DOOR T | Bon 
The Aſsembly recommendeth to the ſeverall Presbyteries 
the execution of the: old acts of Aſsemblics, againit the 


| break of the yabbath=day , by the going of Milles , Salt- 


pans , Salmand-fiſhing , or any ſuch-like labour, and to 


F this end revives and renews the act of the Aſsembly , hol- 
- denat Halyrydehouſe 1 5 02. Sels. 5. whereof the tennor fols 


loweth. & 

' 3» The Aſſemblie conſidering that the conventions of the people , 
»» ſpecially on the Sabbath-day,, are eric rare in manie places , by 
,» diſtraction of labeur , not only in Harveſt and Sced-time , but 
3» alſo every Sabbath by fiſhing both of whyte fiſh and Salmond fiſh- 


2» ing, andin going of Milles ; Therefore the Aſiemblie , diſchar= 


»»geth and inhibitesh , all ſuch labour of fiſhing as-well whyte fiſh 
2» as Salmond fiſh ; and going of Miles of all forts upon the Sab- 
2» bath=day , 'under the paime of incurring the cenſures of the Kirk. 
2» And ordains the Commiſſioners of this Aſſemblie to meane the 
2, ſame to his Majeſtic , and to deſire that a pecuniall paine may be 
32 injoyned upon the contrav.eners of this preſent act. 
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 AdtSeſl, 14. December 18. 163 8. 


_— 


He Asſembly conſidering the great necesfiry of purging 

this land from bygone corruptions, and of preſerving 
her from the like in time coming , ordaineth rhe Presbyte- 
ries to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk » to excom- 
munication, againſt thoſe Miniſters who being depoſed by 
this Asſcmbly acquieſces not to their ſentences, bur exer= 
Ciſe ſome part of their Miniſterial fun&tion, refuſeth cherm- | 
ſelyes , and with - draw others from the obedience of the 
ads of the Asſembly, 
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3.8 . © TheGenerall 


AQ Sell. 25. December 19. 1638. 
Again the civil places and power of Kirk-men. 


He generall Asſembly, remembering that among-other | 
caules of the application of the confeilion of Faith tothe 4 
preſent time , which was ſubſcribed in February 1638. The | 
clauſe touching the civill places and power of Kirk men, was 


referred unto the tryal of this Asſembly ; entered intoa ſe» 


rious ſearch thereof, eſpecially of their ſitting on the bench, 


2s Juſtices of peace, their fitting in Seſſion and Ceuncel , 


their riding and voting in Parlament : and conſidering how” 


this vote in Parliament, was not at firſt ſought nor requyred 
by this Kirk, or worthy men of the Miniſterie , bur being 


obtruded upon them , was difallowed for ſuch reaſons as -. 


could not well be 2nſwered ( as appeareth by the conference, 
holden ar Halyrude - houſe x 599g, which with the reaſons 
therein contained was read in the face of theſe Aſſembly) & 


by plurality of voices not being able to reſiſt that enforced 


favour » they foreſecing the dangerous conſequences theres 
of, in the Asſembly at Montroſe did limitace the ſame by 
many neces(are cauttons : Cohiidering allo the proteſtation 
made in the Parliament 1606. by Commiflioners from Preſ- 
byreries, aad provincial Asſemblics, againſt this reſtitution 
-of Biſhops to vote in Parliament, and againſt all c1vil offices 


In the perſons of Paftors, ſeparate unto the Goſpel, as in- . 


compatible with heir ſpiritual function ; with the manifold 
reaſonsof thar Proteſtation from the word of God , ancient 
Councels.ancient and moderne Divines, from the Doctrine, 


diſcipline and Confeflion: of Faith of the Kirk of Scotland, - 


whichare extantinprint , and were read 1a the audience of 
the Asfembly: Conſidering alſo from their own experience 
the bad fruits and greatevils, which have been the inſepa- 
rable conſequents of theſe offices , and that power 1n the 
perſons of Paſtors ſeparate to the Goſpel , tothe great pre- 
Judice ofrhe freedomeand libertie of the Kirk , the juriſdi- 
Gon of her Asſemblies» and the powerfu] fruits of their 
Spiritual Miniſteries Bhe Asſembly moſt unanimouſly in 
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ker ;- to rxde'or vote 1n Parliament , to be Judges or Af: 


ſesſors 1a any Civil Judicatorie : and therefore reſcinds and 
j annuls, all contraize acts of Asſembly , namely of rhe Aſ- 
ſembly holden at Mentroſe 1600. which being preſt by au+ 


thority , did rather for au snterim tolerat the ſame, and thar 
limicate by many cautions , for the breach whereof the Pre- 


' Jats have bcen juitly ceniured, then in freedome of judge: 


ment allow thereof , and ordaineth the Presbyteries to 
proceed with the Cenſures of the Kirk , againſt ſuch as ſhall 


rranſgresſe hereinin time coming. 
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Ad Seff. 26. December 20. 638. | 
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one voice, with the heſitation of twoallanerly , declared, 
# chat as on the one part the Kirk and the Miniſters thereof are 
J oblidged to give their adviſe and good counſel in matters 

conce:ning tne Kirk or rhe Conſcience of any whatſomever, 
8 ro his Majcitie , to the Parliament ro the Councel, orto 
4 any members thereof, for their reſolutions from the word 
| of God , So on the other part, thatis bothin expedient, 
F avd unlawful 1n this Kirk, for Paſtors ſeparate unto the 
Goſpel to brook civil places, and offices, asto be Jultices 
{| of peace 3 fit and decernein Councel, Seſſion, or E-xchec- 


of 


— 


60 The Generall 
of this Asſembly,any confesſion of Faith,any Proteſtations, | 01 
any reaſons pre or contra, anent the preſent diviſions and con= | 
- waverlies of this time,orany other treatiſe whatſoever which 

- may concerne the Kirk of Scotland , or Gods cauſe in hand, |, 
without warrand ſubſcribed by Mr. Archbald Iohnfton , as. b 
Clerk to the Asſembly , and Advocate for the Kirk ; or to | 
reprint without his warrand, any acts or treatiſes foreſaids, 
which he hath cauſed any other to ptint , under the paine of af 
Ecclefiaſtical cenſures to be execute againſt the tranſgres- 
fours by the ſeveral Presbyteries, and incaſe of their refuſal, | q 
by the ſeveral Commisſioners from this Aſſembly: Where. | 
untoalſo we are confident, the honourable Judges of this | ,, 
Knd will contribute rheir civill authority : and rhis to be 
1ntimat publickly inpulpit, with the other generall atts of | 
this Asſembly. | 


EY 
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Act Seff. 26. December 20. 1638. 


| F** generall Aſsembly ordaineth all Presbyteries and 

Provinciall Asfemblies to conyeen before them , ſuch as 
are (candalousand malicious , and will not acknowledge this 
 Asſembly, nor acquieſce unto the at&ts thereof: And to cen-. 
fare them according to their maliceand contempt , and acts 
of rhis Kirk $' and where Presbyteries are refractarie , grant-. 
eth power unto rhe ſeyerall Commisfions to ſummond them. 
tocompear before the nexr generall Aſsembly to. be holden 
atEdinburgh , the third Wedinſday of Julie , to abide their | 
wryall and cenſure. | 
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AXt Sefl, 26. December 20. 163g. 


FF He Asſembly conſidering the afts and practiſe of this 
Kirke in her pureft times, that the Commisfioners of e-." 
very Presbyterie , Burgh , and Uniyerfitie ,, were bath or- 


- .ains to rake 2 and zoally id take from the Clerk; the * 


— 
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ons, unto the obedience thereef : Conſidering the grear 


> | prejudices we have lately felt out of ignorance of the aCts of 


Aſsembly , Conſidering alſo the great necesfity in this time 


| of reformation , beyond any other ordinarie time , to have 


an extraCt thereof : The Asſembly ordaineth be this preſent 


j at, that, all Commisfioners from Presbyteries , 'Burghes' 


and Univerſities , preſently get under the Clerks hand an In- 
dex of the acts, rill rhe atts rhemſelves be extracted, and 
thereafter to get the full extraCt of the whole generall acts, 
to be inſert in their Presbyterie books , whereby all their 
proceedings may be regulate in time coming. Likeas the 


| Aſſembly recommendeth unto every Kirk Sesfton , for the 
© preſervation of their particular Paroch from the reentrie of 


the corruptious now diſcharged , and for their continuance 
in the Covenant, anent doctrine , worſhip ard diſcipline 
now \cclared, roobrain anextradt of theſe aGts%: eſpecially- 


if they beprinted : Secing their pryce will no wayes then be _ 


conſiderable : asrhe benefite both of the particular Paris*h, 


and the intereſt of the whole Kirk , in the preſervation the- 


reof from defeCtion is undenyable: ſeeing Presbyteriesare 


- compoſed of ſundry Parochins , and-ſo muſt be affedteq , or 
infected as they are, as Provinciall and generall Aflemblies 


are compoſed of Presbyteries , - and ſo muſt be dipoſed 
as they are. 


ACtSeſl. 26. December 20. 
In the Aſſembly at Glaſgaw 1638. concerning the cons 
 feſſion of Faith reyewed in Februar, 1639. 


*T* He Aﬀembly confiderig that forthe purgingaud preſer- 
vation of religion, for the Kings Majeſties honour, and 
for the publick peace of the Kirk and Kingdome, the renew- 
ang of that nationall Covenant and oath of this Kirk and 
Kangdome , in Februar 2638, wes moſh neeeſare, likens 


Aſſembly, 1638.  &6 


[whole generall aCts of rhe Asſembly, ſubſcribed by the 
{Clerk ; Whereby they might rule and conforme their judi- 
{carorie themſelves , and all perſons within their juriſdi&i« 
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' the Lord hath bleſſed the ſame from Heaven with a'wonder? 
full ſuccefle for the good of religion , that the ſaid Covenant : 


ſuſpendech rhe prattiſe of noyations already intraduced; and | 


the approbation of the corruptions of the preſent governe- 


ment of the'Kirk, with rhe civill places, and power of Kirk 


men, till they be tryed in a free generall Aſſembly, and thar : 
now after long and ſerious examination, it is found that by 
rhe cofcſlion of Faith , che five articles of Perth, and Epiſ- 
copall governement are abjuredand to be removed our of 
this Kirk , andthe civill places and power of Kirk-men are 
declared to beunlawfull ;} The Aſſembly allowerh and ap- 
provethithe ſame inall the heads and articles thereof, And 


ordaineth that all Miniſters, Maſters of Univerſities , Col- | 


ledges, and Schooles andall others who have not already 
ſubſcribed the ſaid Confesfien and Covenant , ſhall ſub= 
ſcribe” the ſame with rheſe words prefixed to the ſubs ! 
{ſcription viz. The article of this Covenant which was at the 
firſt ſubſcription referred tothe determinationof the general 
Aflembly-being now determined at Glaspow ,- in December 
1638: and thereby rhe five articlesof Perth, and the governe- 
ment of the Kirk by Biſhops, being declared to be abjured 
and removed» the civill places and power of Kirk-men'de- 
clared'to be vnlawful; Weſubſcrive according to the deter? 
mination, of the faid free, and lawtull generall Aſſembly 
holden at Glaſgow : and ordaineth, ad perpetuamrei memoriam, 
the ſaid Covenant with: this declaration to be inſert in the 
regiſters of the Asſemblies of this Kirk ; generall > Provine 
ciall and Presbyreriall. | 


——_———. 


| 
» 


AG Seff 26. December 20. 1638: | 


Concerning the ſubſcribing the confeſſion of Faith lately 
fub[cribed by his © Majeſties Commiſſuner , and _ 


urged to be ſubſcribed by others. 


Eeingthe generall Asſ:mbly , ro whom belongerh proe 
MFperly thepublick and judicial! interpretation ofthe cons 
f2fon of Faith , hath'now afcer accurattryall, and mzrure': 
delibzracion elcarly found , that the five articles of Perth , 


and. y 


by the confeſſion of Fairh, as the ſame was profesſed in the _ 


_ year1580. and was renewed in this inſtantyear 1638. And 


that the Marques of Hammultoun his Mijeſties Commiſſioner , 
hath cauſed prin: a Declaration , Þearing that his Majeftics 
Intention and his own , in cauſing ſubſcribe the confeffion 
of Faith , is no wayes toabjure , but to defend Epiſcopall 


goverucment , and that by the oath and explanation ſer - 
don in the a of Councel', ic neither was nor poſſibly 


could beabjured , requiring thar nonetake the ſaid oath , 
or any other oath in any ferſe , which may nox conſiſt 
with Epiſcopall governement : which in direRly repugnant 


_ .to the genuine and trne meaning of the foreſaid Confef- 
| hon as1t was profesſed in the year 1580. as is clearly now 
found and declared by the generall Asſembly : Therefore 


the generall Asſembly : Doth humbly ſupplicate , thar 
his Majeſtie may be gracieuſly pleaſed , ro acknowledge 


and approve the fore{aid true interpretation , and mean- 
ang of the generall Asfembly, by his Royall warrand 
to his Majeſties Commiſſioner, Councel, and Subjects}, 
.to be pur in record for that cffe&t, whereof we are con+ 
fident, after his Majefly, hath reccived true information 
from this Kirk, hounoured with his Mzjeſties birth and 


baptiſme, which will be a royal teſtimonie of his Maje= 
ſties piety and juſtice, - and a powerfull meane to pro- 
.curethe heartie affeftien and obedience of ali his Majeſties 
loyall Subjedts : And in the meane time, leaſt any ſhould 
fall under the danger of a contradictorie oath , and bring rhe 
wrath of God upon thetnſelvesand the land , for the abuſe 


, ofhis Name and Covenant 3 The Asſembly by their Eccle- | 
faſtical authoriry , prohibireth and diſchargerh , that no. 


member of this Kirk ſwear or ſubſcribe the ſaid Confeshon, 
ſo far wreaſted toatontrare meaning , under paine of all 
Ecclefaaſtical cenſure: but that rbey ſubſcribe che confesſion 
of Faith »' renewed in Februar, with the Declaration of the 
Asſembly ſerdownin the former oct. 


Rem —_ 
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A. Seff. 26. December 20, 1638; 
Concerning yearly generall Aſſemblies. 


bf Hoy Aſſembly having conſidered rhe teaſons lately printe 


ed fot hoiding of general Asſermblies, which are taken 


from the light of nature , the promiſe of Ieſus Chriſt , the 


practiſe of the hc1+ Apoſtles', the dodtrine and cultome of 


'other reformed Kirks, and the liberty of this national Kirk, 
-a8.1t is expresſed in the book of Policie , and acknowledged 
in theaCt of Parlament 1592, and fromrecentand preſent 
-experience > comparing the lamentable prejudices done to 
religion, throughrhe former wantof freetand lawful Asſem 


blies - and the great benefite aryſing to the Kirk, from this. 
one free and lawfal Asſembly ; finde it necesfary to declares 
and hereby declares , that by Divine . Ecclefiaſticall; and 


Civ1ll warrands , this national Kirkhath power and liberty 


to, Asſemble and conveen in her year-ly generall Asſem=' | 
Þlies , and oftner, . pro re nata, as occaſtionand neceſſi- | 
ty ſhall require. Appointeth the next Generall Asſembly - 
to fit at Edinburgh - the third Weddinſday of Juhe 1639, | 


And warneth al: Presbyteries, WUniyerſines; and Burghes, 


to ſend their Commisfioners fot keepitig theſame. Giving - 


Power alſo to the Presbyreries {of Edinburgh ,pro re nata: 
and utron any urgent extraordinarie neceslity . ( if any 
ſhall happen beforethedietappointed inJulie) ro giveadvere 


riſementto all the Presbyteries, Univerſities, and Burghes, | I. 
ro ſend their Commisſioners for holding an occafionall As. 
Tembly. - Andif in the meane time it ſhall pleaſe the Kings 
Majeſtieto indiQta generall Asſembly , ordaifieth all Pres. : 


byteries ; Univerſities, and Burghes, to ſend their Come 


-misfioners for keeping the rime and place which ſhall be ap- 


poineed by his Majeſties Proclamations 
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AQ Sefl. 6. December 20. 


Ordaining an humble ſupplication te be ſens\to ths 
Kings CMapeſtie. | 


T He Aſſembly , from the ſenſe of his Majeſtics pietic and 


_ ®juitice, manifeſted inthe publick indiftion of their ſos 


lemne meeting , for the purging and preſervation of Religi- 
on, inſogreat an cxigenr of rhe extreame danger of both , 
from their fearsarifing our of experience of the craftic and 


_ malicious dealing of rheir adverſaries in giving finiftrous 


informations againſt the moſt? pogo and loyall deſignes 
and doings of his Majeſtics good Subjedts , and from their 
earneſt defire ro have his Majeſtic truely informed of their 
intentionsand proceedings » from themaſelyes 2 who know 
them beſt , ( which rhey are confident, will be better be= 


leeved : and finde more credite with his Majeſtic , then a- 
{| ny ſecret furmiſſe or private ſuggeſtion to the contraric 


that they may gaine his Majeſties princely approbation and 


ratification in the enſuing Parliamear to their conſtitutions 2 


Harh thought meerand ordaineth , that an humble ſuppli- 
cation be directed ro his Majcftie , teſtifying rheir moſt 
beartie thankfulneſſe for ſo Royal a favour, as ar this time 
hath.refreſhedthe whole Kirk and Kingdome , ſtopping the 
way of calumnie , and humbly ſupplicating for the appro- 


. bation , and ratification foreſaid : That truth and peace 


may dwell together in this Land, to the increaſe of his 
Majefties glorie , and the comfort of quietneſle of his Majee 
ſties good People : This the Aſſembly hath committed , 
according to the Articles foreſaid ; to be ſubſcribed by 
their Moderatour and Clerk , in their vame. The teneny 


- & whereof followetb. 
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The Generall 
TO THE KINGS MOST 

EXCELLENT MAJESTIE: 

The humble Supplication of the general Aſiem- 


_ 


| bly of the Kirk of Scotland, conveened at 
_ "Glaſgow, November 21. 1638. 


FF Oft gracious Soveraigne, 


Jen ne Commiſſioners from all the parts ef this your 


' the National Aſſembly, :cenyeened ar Glaſgow, by your 


Myjitiesſ) ecial indiction , contid:-ring the grcar happinefſe, || 
which ariſeth borh to Kirk and { ommon-wealth , by the 


mutual embrac<cments of Religion and Juſtice, of truch 


and peace, when it pleaſerh the Supreame Providence {o ro; 
diſpoſe, ' thar princely power and ecclefaſtical gquthoririe' 


Joynein one y do withall thankfulnesſe, of heart acknowled- 
ge, with our mourhes doe corfesie, and not only with 


our pennes, but with all our powerare readie to witnesſe 


unto the world, to your Majeſties never dying glorie, how 
auch the whole Kingdome is affetcd,tand nor only refreſhes 


td, but revived, with the comfortableſenſe of your Majes : 
NKies pietie,, juſlice, and goodnesſe, 1n hearing our humble - 
Cupplicacions, for a full and free general Asſembly: and | 
remembring that for the preſent , amoretrue and real teſtt= / 


Mmonie of ourunfained acknowledgement , could not pro« 


Eced from us your Majeftics dueryful Subjets, then to. 


walke worthie of io royala favour : It hath been our great 
eſt cate and ſerious endeyour , next unto the will of JESUS 
CHRIST, .the great King of his Kirk redeemed by his own | 
bloud, in all our proceedings 4 joyned with our hearty 


prayers ro GOD, for a bleſling from heaven upory your | 


!ajelties Perſon and government, from the firſt houre of: 
our meetings to caric our ſelves in ſuch moderation , order 
and lovalrje , as beſeemed the ſubjetts of ſo juſt and graci- ' 


ousa King , lacking nothing ſo much as your Myjeſties per -_ 
ods ons eee 


We your Miajeſties moſt humble and loyal Sub-. 


Majcſties 2ncienr and native, Kingdome, and members of | 
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' {ſonal preſence: With which had we been honoured and 


made happie , we we:e confident to have gained your Maje= 


EIfties Royall approbarion to our ecclefiaſtick conſtitutions, 


fl = 


and concluſions, knowing thata truly Chriſtian mindeand 
, g y | | 


groyall heartinclined from above, to religion and piety ,' will ' 


at the firſt diſcern , and diſcerning be deeply posſesſed with ' 


I thelove of the raviſhine beaurie , and heavenly order of the 


houſe of God ; "they both proceeding from the ſame Spirit. 


I But as the joy was unſpeakable , and the hopes lively, which 


{from the fountaines of your Majefties favour did fill our 


hearts , ſo were we not alittle troubled, when wee did 


| perceive that your Majeſties Commiſſioner, as before our 


meeting , he did endeyour a preiimication of the ASſembly 
inthe necesſarie Members thereof ; and the marters to bee 


{| treated therein, contrarie to the intention of your Majeſties 


Proclamation indicting a free Asſembly according to the 
order of this Kirk , and laws of the Kingdome : So from 
the firft beginnirgs of our fitting (as if bis Lordſhip had 


come rather to crosſe ; nor to countenance our lawful pro- 


cecdings, or as we-had intended any prejudice to-the good 


{| of Religion, or to your Majefties honour ( which GOD 


knoweth was far from our thonghts ) did ſuffer notning , al- 
though moſt necesſarie , moſt ordinarie, and moſt unde» 


- | nyable , to pasſc without ſome cenſure , centradiftion , or 
{ proteftation : And after ſome dayes debating of this kindes 


farre againſt oar expeCation , and ro our great griefe , did 
ariſe himſelf, commanded us , who had laboured in eve- 


Ty thing to approve our ſelves to GOD, and to his 


Lordſhip , as repreſenting your Majefties Perſon , to a» 
riſe alſo , and prohibited our further meeting by ſuch 2 
proclamation » as will be-found to have ecental , rarher 
from an unwillingnesſe that we ſhould any longer fit, then 
from any gronnd or reaſen , which may endure the tryal 
either of your Majeſties Parliament, or of your own royall 
Judgement, unto which if ( being conveened by ingdiction - 
rom your Majeſtie, and firting now in a conſtitute Aﬀem- 
bly) we ſhould have given place, This Kirk and Kingdome» 


{| . Sontrare to your Majeſties moſt AY intentions mani fe- 
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ſed informer proclamations,and conrrarie to the defires and 
expectation of ail your Majefties good people had beenin 
aninſtant precipitate in ſuch a werld of confuſions, andſuch 
depths of miſerie , as afterward could not eaſily have been 
Eured. Inthis extreamitie we made choiſe rather of that 
courſe which was moſt agreeable ro your Majeſties will re- 
vealed untous, after ſo many feryent Supplications , and 
did moſt condyce for the good of Religion ,, your Majeſties 
honour, andthe well of your Majeſties Kingdome ; -then to 
give way to any ſudden motion, tending to the ruine of all; 
wherein wee are ſo far from fearing the light , leaſt our 


deeds ſhould be reproved , thar the more accuratly that we. 


aretryed, and themore impartially our uſing of that powers 


which God Almighty 3 and your ſacred Majeſtie , his Vice« 


gerenr had put in our hanfls, forſo good and neceſſarie ends, 
15 examined , We haye the greater confidence , of your Ma- 
jeſties allowance and ratihabition : and ſomuch rie rather, 
thar being in a manner inhibited ro proceed in ſo gooda 
work ,. we doubled onr digence, and endevoured more 
carefully rhen before, when yourMajeſties Commiſſioner was 
preſent, 1nevery point, falling under our conſideration, to 
walke circumſpettly , and withour offence, as inthe fight 
of God,, and as if your Majefties eyes had been looking upon 
us, Jabouring to proceed according to the word of God , 
our confeſſion of Faith , and nationall oath » and the lauda- 
ble conſtitutions of the lawtull Aſſemblies of this Kirkz and 
ſtudying rather to renew , and revive old acts made for the; 
reformation ofReligion, in the rime of your Majeſtics Fa- 
ther , ofhappie memorie » and exrant inthe records of the 
Kirk, which divine providence hath preſerved , andat this 
time brought to our hands ;, then either to allew of ſuch no- 
vations , as the ayarice and ambition of men , abuſing an- 


thoritie for their own ends , had without order introduced 3 ' 


or to appointany new order » which had not been formerly 
xeecived, and ſworn to be reteined , in this Kirk. In all 
-which the members of the Aſſembly, found ſo clear and 
convincing light, to their full ſatisfaction » againſt all their 
doubts and difficulties, that the harmonie and unanimitic 
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was rareand wonderfull , and that we could not have as 
greedupon other conſtitutions , except wee would have been 
fonnd fighting againſt GOD. Your Majeſties wiſe and 
princely minde knoweth , that nothing is more ordinary 
then for men , when they doe well, te bee evil ſpoken of , 
and that the beſt ations of men are many times miſconſtru- 
ed, and mis-reported. Baleam , although a falſe Prophet , 
was wronged: for in place of that which hee ſaid , The 
Lord refuſeth to give me leave to yd withyou: the princes of 
Moab reported unto Balack » that Balaam refuſed to.goe 


with them. Byurour comfort is, Thar Truth is thedaugh- 


ter of time , and although calumnie oftenſtarterh firſt and 
runneth before , yet Veritie followeth herat the heels, and 
poſſeſſerh her ſelfin noble and royall hearts : where baſe ca- 
Jumnie cannot long finde place. And our confidence 1s 
that your Majeſtie with that worthie King, will keep one 
eare ſhut againſt all the obloquics of men; and with that 
more wiſe King, who when he gave a proofe that the w1- 
ſedome of GOD was in him to doc judgement ,. would have 
both parties ro ſtand before him at once : that hearing them 
equally , they might ſpeed beſt, and gooutmoſt chearfully 


fromhis Majeſties face , who had the beſt cauſe. When 


your Majeſties wiſedome hath ſearched all the ſecrets of this 
Aſſembly, ler us be reputed the worſt of all men, according. 
ro the aſperſions whith partialitie would put upon us, letus 
be the moſt miſerable of all men.to the full ſatisfaction of the 
vindictive malice of our adverſaries, let us by the whole 
world bee judged of all men the moſt;unworthie to breath 
any more in this your Majeſties Kingdome , if the cauſe that. 
we maintaine> and have been proſecuting, ſhall be foundfany 


other , but that we deſire that the Majeftie of GOD, whe is 
Jour fear and our dread,be ſerved,and his houſe ruled,accord-_ 


Ingto his qwne will; if we have not'carried along with us in 
all the Sesfions of our Afſemblie,a molt humble and loyall re- 
ſpelt to your Majeſtics honour, which next-unto the hononr 
of the living GOD, lyerh neareſt our hearts; if we have nor, 
keeped our ſelves within the limits of our reformation, þ. 
vithoutdebording or reflefting upon the conſtitutiqn of 0- 
| E 3 _ 
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ther reformedKirks , unto which wee heartily wiſh all truth 
and peace , and by whole ſound :udgement and Chriſtian af- 
fettion we certainly look to be approven 2 if we haye nor fai- 
led rather by lenitie then by rigour-in' cenſuring of delin- 
quents, never exceeding the rules and lines preſcribed, 
and obſerved by this Kirk , and if ( whatſoever men mind- 
ing rhemſclves., ſuggeſt to the contrary ) the government 
and diſcipline of this Kirk, ſubſcribed and ſworn before, and 
now acknowledged by the unanimous conſent of this Aſſem» 
bly ; ſhall nor bee foundto ſerve for the advancement of 
the Kindome of CHRIST, for procuring all duerifull 
obedience toyour Majeſtie, in this your Kingdome, ard 
' great riches and glorie to your Crown, for peace to us, 
your Majcſties loyall ſubjects, and for terrour to all the 
enemies of your Majeſties honour and our happinefle : and 
if any aCt hath procceded from us, ſo farre as our under 
ſtanding could reach , and humane infirmitie would ſuffer 
which being duely examined according to the grounds laid 
by your Majeſties Father, ofeverlaſting memory , and our 
teligious Progenitours » and which Rejigton did forbid us 


tO infringe, ſhall meriethe angerand indignation, where= 


with wee are ſo often threatned: But on the contrare,jhaving 
fincerely ſought theglorie of GOD, the pood of Religion, 
your Majeſtics honour » the cenſure of impietie , and of 
men who had ſold themſelves to wickednefle, and the re- 
eſtabliſhment of the right conſtitution and government of 
this Kirk , farre from the ſmalleſt appearance of wronging 
any other reformed Kirk , we humbly beg}, and certainly 
expe&t , that from rhe bright beames of your Majeſties 
countenance ſhining on this your Majefties own Kingdome 
and people, all our ſtormes ſhall bee changed in a comfor- 
table calme , and ſweet Sun-fſhine , and that your Majefties 


xarification in the.enſuing Parliament, graciouſly jndidted |+ 


by your Majeſties Proclamation to bee keeped in May, ſhall 
ſetleus in ſuch a firmnefſe , and Rftabilitie in our Religion, 
as ſhall adde a further luſtre unto your Majeſties glorious 
Diamdee, and make usa bleſſed people under your Majeſties 
long-and preſperous reigne: which we beſeech him ml 
at 
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hath dire&ed us in our Miires , andby whom Kings reigney 
rogrant unto your Majeſtie, torhe admirarion of all the 
i- | world» theaſtoniſhment of your enemies', and comfort of 
n- | the godly. pet ans 


I, 

d- | — Oy | oy 
5 Collefttd, wiſied, andextradted forth of the Regiſter 
Ne of the atts of the Aſſembly by me Mr A. \honſton 

of - Clerk thereto , under my ſigne and ſubſcription 

y ' manuall. x” | | 


;, | Edinburgh, the 1%, 
Ie of fan; 1639. 
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Seſl. 8. AuguF# 17. 1639. 


e FLafter George Grahame bis renouncing and 
1  abjuring of Epiſcopacie. 


The which day was given into the Aſſembly , direRt from Maſter 
* "George Grahame, ſometimes pretended Bichop of Orknay, 
an abjuration of Epifcopacie, ſubſcribed with his hand, which 
was publickly read in audience of the Aſſembly ; and thereafter 
they ordained the ſameto beregiſtrat m the aſiembly Books ad 
Perpetuam rei memoriam , whereof the tenor follows, | 


—4 > LF and' ſundry whom 1t effeirs » to whoſe 
NS knowledge theſe preſents ſhall come , ſpecially 
Y RAG £0 the reverend and honourable Members of rhe 
SM future Aſſembly to be holden at Edinburgh , the 


ewelfth day of Auguſt 1639, years: Me Maſter 


meCrabham, ſometime pretended biſhop of Orknay, being 
lorry and grieved at my heart thar I ſhould ever for any 
wordly reſpe& have embraced the order of Epiſcopacie , 
the ſame having no'warrand from the Word of God, and 
being ſuch anorder , as hath had ſenfibly many fearful and 
Evill cen{equences in many parts of Chriſtendeme, ana pare 
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ticularly within the Kirk of Scotland, as by doleful and de- 
plorable experience thisday is manifeſt; . to have diſclaimed, 
like as I by the tenor hereof doe alrogerher diſclaime and 
abjure all Epiſcopal power and juriſdiftion, with the whole 
corruptiens thereof, condemned by Jawful Aſſemblies 
within the ſaid Kirk of Scotland, in regard the ſame is ſuch. 
an orJeras isalſo abjured within the ſaid Kirk, by vertye 
of that National Oath with was made in the years 1580. and 
1581. promiſing and ſwearing by the great Name of the - 
Lord our God , Thar I ſhall never whiles I live, directly 
or indirectly, exerce any ſuch power within the Kirk , 
neyther yet ſhall I everapprove orallow the ſame, nor {0 
much as in my private or publike diſcourſe : But on the 
contrary , ſhall ſtand and adhere to all the Acts and Conſti- 
rutions of the lare Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow, the2x. of 
Novemb. 1638. laſt by-paſt, and ſhall concurretotheurter= 
moſt of my power, fincerely and faithfully, as occaſion 
ſhall offer , in execution the ſaid Acts, and in advancing 


| the Work of Reformation within this Land , to rheglory 


of God , the peace of the Countrey, and the comforr and. 
and contentment of all good Chriſtians, as God ſhall be 
my help-. In teſtimony of the which premiſſes , I have 
ſabſcribed thir preſents with my hand at Breeknes in Stron- 
nes , the eleventh day of February, the year of God 1639. 
years , before thir witneſſts!Maſter Walter Stuart, Miniſter 
at Shoutronnaldſay, Maſter Fames Heynd, Miniſter ar Kirkwall , 
Maſter Robert Peirſen, Minilter at Firth, and Maſter Parrick 
Grahame , Miniſter at Holme , my Son, 08; 


th 


= 
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Seſl. 8. 17. Auguft 1639. 
AF containing the Cauſes and Remedie of the 
"OO by-gone Ewils of this Kirk. | 


"T"Hc Kings Majcſtic having graciouſly declared, Thatit ' 


is His Royal will and pleaſure, that all queſtions adout 
Religion, and matters Eccleſiaſtical be dererinined by Af- 
Wes a 3% a” 4 K.< , E 5 \ 0.0 ſembl 
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ſemblies of the Kirk , having li» by publike Proclamation 
indicted this free national Afi-m>'y ,. for ſetling the preſent 
diltraction ofthis Ki:k , and for eitib'iſhinga perfect peace, 
againſt ſuch 0111ons and dilordres 3s have been ore diiplea® 
fing t© his Majeftie, and grievous to 2'1 his good S1hbieds, 
And now his Majeſties Commiſiioner Fobn Tarie of Traquair, 
intruſted and authorized with a fu!! Commiſion, being pre- 
ſent, and firting in this Aſſembly, now fully conveened 
'and orderly conſtitute in al] themembers thereof , accord- 
ing tothe order of this Kirk, havinz at large declared His 
Majefties zeal to the reformed Religion , and His Royal 
care and render afi<cion to this Kirk, where His Majeſtie 
had both His Birth and Baptiſme , His great difpleaſure at 
the manifold diſtractions and divifions of this Kirk and 
Kingdome , and His deſires to have all our wounds perfe&- 
ly cured wich a fair and fatherly hand : And althoughin rhe 
way approven by this Kirk , tryal hath been taken in former 
Aſſemblies before from the Kirk regiſters, to our full faris- 
faction , yet the Commiſſion?rs Caace making particular 
enquiry from the members of the Aſſembly , now ſolemnly 
conveened, concerning the real and rrue caufes of ſo many & 
greatevilsas this time paſt had (o ſore troubled the peace of 
this Kirk and Kingdome,Ir was repreſented ro His Maceities 
Commiſſioner by this Aſſembly , That beſide many other » 
the maine and molt material cuuſes were, Firſt, The prefiing 
ofthis Kirk, by chePrelates with a Service Book; or Book of 
Common Prayer » without warrahd or direC:on from the 
Kirk. nd containing beſide the Popiſh frame thereof,diverſe 
Popiſh errors and ceremonies, & the ſeeds of manifold groſle 
Superſtitions and Idol?try, with a Book of Canens, w'thout 
warrand or diretion from the general! Aſſembly; eſtabliſhing 
tyrannicall power over the Kirk in th- perion of Biſhops , 
_ andoverthrowing the whole &iicipline & government of the 
Kirk by Aſſemblies, with 2 Book of Conſecration and Ordi- 
natien, withovrwarrand of Authoritie, Civill or Ecclefiafti- 
call, appointing offices in the houſe of God , which are not 
warranted by the word of God , and repugnanr to the dif- 
Ciplineand Acts of our Kirk , and with the high Commitiion, 
exccted without the conſent of the Kirk”, fu ay = ju- 
riſdigi 
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rifdiQtion and ordinary Judicatories of this Kirk. , and givin 
to perſons meerely Ecclefiaſticall;the power of both Ar. 
and to perſons 'meerly Civill ', the power of rhe Keys 
and Kirk ſenſures. A lecond cauſe was the Articles of 
Perth , viz. the obſervation of Feſtiyall dayes, kneeling ar 
the Communion, Confirmation, Adminiſtration of the 
Sacr-ments in private places, which are brought in by a null 
Aﬀembly and are contrary to the Confeſſion of Faith , asit 
was meant and ſubſcribed. Anno 15%o. and diverstimes fince 
and to the order and conſtitutions of this Kirk. Thirdly , 
the changing of the government of rhe Kirk , from the A». 
ſemblies of the Kirk to the perſons of ſome Kirkmen , uſurp- - 
ing prioritie and power over their Brethren by the way, 
and under the name of Epiſcepall government againft the 
Confeſſion of Faith, 1580 againſt the order ſet downe inthe 
Book of Policy , nnd apainft the intention & conſtitution 
of this Kirk from the beginning. Fourtly the Civill places 
and power of Kirkmen , their fitting in Sesfion , Councell 
and Exchequer , their Riding, Sitting, and voting in Par- 
liament , and their ſitring in the Bench as Juſtices of peaces 
which according to the conſtiturons of this Kirk are incom= 
parible with their ſpiritual ſanRion , lifting them up aboye 
their Brethren in worldly pomp, and do teyd to the hinder- - 
ance of the Miniſtrie, Fifrly the oy and authorizing 
corrupt Allemblies at Linkthgow , 1606. and 1608. ' Ar 
Glaſgow, 1610, ArAberdene, 1616. AtS. Andrews, 1617. At 
mon. 4 1618. whichar null and unlawful, as being called 
and conſtiture quite eontrary to the order and conftiturions 
of this Kirk received and practiſed ever fince the reformat 
on of Religion , and withal laboring to introduce novations 
into this Kirk , againſt the order and religion eſtabliſhed. 
Aſixth cauſe is the want of lawful & freeGeneralAſſembliess 
rightly conſtiture of Paſtors, Do&tors, and Elders m—_ > 
or oftner prorenata, according to the libertic of this Kirk » 
expreſſedin the Book of Policy : and acknowledged in the 
A<t of Parliament, 2592. Afterwhich the whole Aſem- 
bly in one heartand yoyce did declare, thattheſe and ſuch 
other , proceeding from the negleQ and breach of the Nati- 
onall Covenant of this Kirkand Kingdome , made in hr 
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1580. have been indeed the rrue and maine cauſes of all 
our evills and diſtraftions, And therefore ordain , ac- 
cording to the conſtitutions of the Generall Aſſemblies of 
this Kirk: Andupon the groynds reſpeF:ve above - ſpect- 
fied, That the foreſaid Service - Book, Books of Can- 
nons, and Ordinaination , and the high Commisſion, be 
ſtill rejected : that the Articlesqf Perth, be no more practi- 
ſed : That Epiſcopall Government, and the Civill places 
and power of Kirk»men be holdenſtill as unlawfull1n chis 
Kirk: That the aboye named pretended Aﬀerblies, At 
Linlithgow t 606. and 1608. AtGlaſgow 1610. At Aberdeng 
#616, Ar S. Andrews 1617, Ar Perth 1618. be hereafter 
accounted as null, and of none effeft. And that for preſer- 
vation- of Religion , and preventing all ſuch evill in times 
coming , Generall Aſemblies rightly. conſtirure , as the pro- 
per and competent judge of all matters Eccleſiafticall, heere- 
after be kept yearly and ofcner, prorenata, as occaſion and 
necesfſity ſhall require ; The necesfity of theſe occaſionall. 
Afﬀemblies being firſt remonſtrate ro His Majeſtie by nume 
ble ſupplication.: As alſo that Kirk Sesfions , Presbyteries 
and Synodall Af/tembiies, be conſtitute and obſerved , ac- 
cording to the order of this Kirk. REY 

After the voycing of the Aft ( anent th: cauſes of our by gone evils) 
His Majeſties Commuſſioner conſented verbally to the ſaid AR , 
and promiſed to give into the Clerkm writ , #he Declaration of 
His conſent , and that he should ratifie this AF in the enſuing 
Parliament. : 


—  — 


Am. 


— 


Se. XVIII. 26. Arg. 1639. 


AF approving an old Regiſter of the 
 Generall Afembly, 


The whole Aſiembly ( upen the report made to them anent the old 
Regiſter of the Aſſembly, gotten from Maſter John Rig ) all 
2n one voice apfigeved the ſaid Regſter, And ordained the ſame 
20 make faith in julgement and outwith in all time coming : as a 

.  Irueand autheick Regiſter of the Kjrkof Scotland , conforme 


#o/the 


Aſſembly , 1639- 77 - 
#0 the teſtimonie ſubſcribed by the Committee , # be mſert m obe 
Books of Aſſembly ; whereof the tenor followeth 2 


h W:i under ſabſcribers , Forſameikle as the late Generall 
Aſſembly holden at Glaſgow, gave power and Commis= 
ſion tous, To peruſe, examine, and cognoſce upon the 
validity , faith ,.and ſtrength of the books and Regiſters of 
the Aſſembly , particularly ſet down in the Commisſion 
given ro usthereanenr : According whereunte we did care« 
fully view , peruſe , and conſider the faids Regiſters, and 
gave our teſtimony thereof under our hands, ofthe validi 
and ſufficience of the ſamine, to the ſafd Generall Aſſembly. 
And now having a new Commusſion given to us from the 
Generall Aſſembly now preſently conveened and fitting at 
Edinburgh . To peruſc, examine, and cognoſce upon the 
validity , faith and ſtrengrh of avother Regiſter of the Ag 
ſembly , which was not ſet down and recommended tous 
by the ſaid former Commisſion ,"which Regifter iganech | 
at the Aſſembly holden ar Edinburgh the ſ1xr day of Mareha 
1572. andendeth at the Aﬀembly likewiſe holden at Edzn- 
burgh 1573- we have carefully viewed » peruſed, and eonſi« 
dered the ſaid Regifter : And being deeply and miaturely ad- 
viſed, as ina matter of greateſt weight and conſequence , 
do atteſt before God, and upon our conſciencesdeclare to 
the world, and thisp:eſent Aſſembly , Thar the ſaid Regi« 
ſter above expreft ,'iS a famous , authentick » and good Re= 
our, which ought to be ſo reputed , and have publike 
aith in judgement and outwith , as a valid and true Record 
in all things, And finds the ſameto be of the ſatne handwrit, 
and ſubſcribed by the ſame Clerk of the Generall Aflembly 
as divers of the {aid other Regiſters ( formerlvperuſed by 
us) are- Andin teſtimonie of our ſolemne affirmation we 
have ſubſcribed theſe preſents with our hand,at Edinburgbthe 


day of Auguſt 1639. 


— 


—__ 


Att 


LY 


of The General 


A&Seſl. 19, Auguſt 2.7. r639. 
AT *pproving the depoſition of the Miniflers 
| y the Committees, 


| | Hahn , after the receiving of the whole reports 
from the Committees appointed for reviſing of the 
—— and ſentences, led, deduced» and pronounced 
efore , and by the ſeveral Commiſiions granted by the A(- 
ſembly at Glaſpew , All in one voice approved the (aids 
whole Proceſics as arderly proceeded , and the whole ien- 
renzes pronounced rhereinrill, as juſt and lawful decrces , 


without prejudice of any favour that can be ſhowne to any - 


perſon or perſens - againſt whom the ſajd ſentencesare pra= 
.-- nounced upon their ſupplications , er of Juftice to ſuch as 
complain of their procefſe, and offers to reduce the: ſame 
ypon whatſoever reaſon competent, by the Conſtirutions 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, before the General Afembly 
and che Commiſſioners thereof, they being appointed for 
that effect. 


[ 
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A&Seſl. 20. 28. Hug 1639. 
AF anent receiving of depoſed Miniſters. 


"= which day the General Aſſembly upon the report of 
the Committees anent theſe who are depoſed by Sy- 
 Nods, Doe make this General At, ay” re, to the 

S$ynods all theſe who are depoſed befor them for ſubſcribing 


of the Declinator, & reading of the Service-boek and for no. 


ether groſſecauſe, That upon their true repentance 8&ſubmiſ- 
fion to theConfſticutions of this Kirk, &upon their purgation 
and clearneſſe from any grofle Faults laid to their charge in 
any new proceſle againſt them, they may be found by the 
Synods capable of the Miniftrie , when God grants theman 
ordinary and lawful calling by admiſſion from the Presbyte- 
Tic, Cither in the Church they ſerved in before, or inany 
ather Chnrch, 


—_— 


AT 


—— 
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. ARSE. 21. 29, Augnft 1639. 
M& anent the keeping of the Lords Day. 


'T + Garteral Aſſembly recommendeth to the ſeveral Presbyteries 
- $/-e execution of the, old afts of Aſſembly , againſt the breach 
of the Sabbath Day, by going of Mylnes. Sale . Pannes, 
Sa'mond-fishing , or any ſuch [the labour ; and to thi end re- 
vives and renues the aft of the Aſſembly holden at Haly-:ude- 
houſe, 1602. Seſ#, 5. whereoj the tenor follows, 


He Afemily contdering that the conventions of the - 


© People | ſpecially on rh Sabbath Diy #:e very rare in 
many places, by dittract:on 0; Jabour not only :n harveſt and 


ſeed-rime, buralſo evrry Sabbain , by fiſhing both of the ..- 


whire fiſh, avd S:lmond-filhing » and 1n going of Mylaes. 
Therefore the As:embly diſcharge:h and inhibireth all ſuch 
labour of fiihing., as we'l white fiſh and Salmond-fith , and 


goirg of M, ines of all ſorts upon the Sabbath, under the 


pain of incurring the cenſures of the Kirk: Andordaines 
the Commitſianers of this Asſembly , to mean the ſame ro 
+ His Majeſtic ,| and todefirethata pecunial paine may be in- 
J0yned upon the contraveeners of this preſent Act. 


———— 


—— — 


ACtSeſl. 22. 29. Aug. 1639. 2 Meridie. 
Articles and Overtures approved by the Aſcembly . 


| JH ſome Commiſſioners be appointed ro viſit and peruſe 
* the whole Acts of General Asſemblies , and to marke 
ſuch Acts asare for the uſe of the Kitk in General, To extract 


the ſame out of the Regiſters , tothe effeC rhat after they be E 


tryed , they may be printed according to the old Acts of the 
Asſembly art Edizburgh, March 7. 1574. Seſſ.9. 
| The Aſimb'y appoints the Presbyteric of Einburgh , to h*ve 4 
| Care.of this article , ani to report their diligense to the next 
Affembh, =. 


| 
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That courſe miy be taken for reſtraining of people from 
pasſing to England ro marry , which is the occafion of great 
1nconvenlenc:es. | 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article, and recommends to the Parlia- 
ment » that they would appoint apecuniall ſumme to b, payed 
by theconty aveeners. * 
That the Acts forfurniſhing expences ro Commisſioners , 
ſent by the Presbyreries to the{General Afſembly,and ſent 1n 
Commisfion by Generall Aſſemblies, nny be explained; 
And it be declared that all ſuch Commisfioners wharſoever, 
by rheir ſtipends may be turniſhed by the Kirks of the Pres: 
byrterie » according tothe order fet down in the Act of the 
laſt Aſſembly , Gince the errand is common , and the bene- 
fit concerneth all : and that order may be taken, how that 
an expedient voluntarie courſe, rhought fit by the Aſſembly, 
ſhall by adviſe of Parliament, have the force ofalaw , for 
compelling theſe to pay who are ſtented , both for the laſt 
and this Aſſembly and in time ro come. 
& The Aſſembly allowes this article » and referres the ſame to the 
Parliament. 
That the Seffion- books of every Paroche be preſented once 
aycar to the Presbyreries, rhat they may berryed by them» 
The Aſſembly slloweth this article. | 


Thar the A& of the 38. Aſſembly at Edinburgh, Ofober 24. 
1578. Seff. 8. ordaining Miniſters who are depoſed > .tobe 
charged under the pain of excommunication, to dimir their 


Places , that they may be unqueſtionably, vacand > may now 
be renewed. 


The 4ſſembly alloweth this article , and remits the ſame to the 


Parlzament. | 
The Afembly would revive or renew all former Actsof 
Afﬀembly againſt Papiſts , and excommunicate perſons , a* 
gainſt haunters wirh them and receivers of them. 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article. 


That an uniformeCarechiſme may be appointed tobe uſed 


ehroughout this whole Kingdome in the examinations bes. 


fare the Commiunion. 
The Afienbly elloweth this article. 


y has wes A to $I _ 
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_ Thatall Miniſters or intrancs pzeſented to Kirks, be tryed 


before their admisfion , if they be qualified forthe places to 
which they are preſented, beſidesthe ordinary rryalls of Ex= 
pectants before their entite to the Miniſterie, 


The Aſſembly allaweth this articles 


——_— 
— 
— 
KO —— 


Sef]. z3. 30. Auguſt 1639s 
The Supplicatien of the General ifiembly to the Rings 
CHMajeſties Commiſſioner , concerning the Book, 
called, The large Declaration. 


E the Members of this preſent Aſſembly , for our ſel- 

Y ves, and inname ofthe ſeverall Presbyteries, Burghs, 
and Univerſities, for which we are Commiſſioners reſenting 
the great diſhonour done to God. our King, this Kirk, and 
whole K:ngJlome , by the Book called , A large Declaration , 
have here repreſented the ſame ro your Grace, and have Col- 
lefted ſome amongit many of falſe grofle and abſurd paſlages3 


| That from the confideration thereof , your Grace, percet-. 


ving theintolerabl? evills foreſaids contained therein , may 
be pleaſed to repreſent the {ame to our gracious Soveraigne , 
and in our behalfs humbly to beſeech his Majeſtie, ſom171 
wronged by the many foul and falſe relations, ſuggeſted 
and perſwaded rohim as trueths, and by ſtealing the pro« 
tection of His Royal Name and Authoricie to the patrocinie 
of ſuch a Book : To be pleaſed firſt ro call in the ſaid 
Book : and thereby to ſh2w his diflike th:reof : Nexe 
togive Commiſion and warrant , Fo cire all ſuch part!2s 
as are either knowne or ſuſpeR to have hand infit , and, 
to appoint ſuch as His Majeſtie knowes to be either authors, 
informers, or any wayes accefſarie , being Natives of this 
Kingdome , To be ſenr hither to abide rheir tryall anc 
Cenſure before the Judge Ordinary , and in ſpeciall Mae 
fter Walter Balcanquell , now Deane of Durham, who 'is 
known ind hath profeſſed to be the author , atleaſt a vower. 
and maintainer of a great partthereot; that by their examplar 
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puniſhment , others may de deterred from ſuch dangerous 
courſes, as in ſuch a way to raiſe ſedition berwixt the King 
and His Subjefts, Gods honour may be vindicate from ſo 
high contempr, His Majeſties juſtice may appear , nor only 
In cutting away ſach Malefactors , burin diſcouraging all 
ſuch under-miners of His throne, His loyall and loving Sub-' | 
jects ſhall be infinitly contented ro be cleared before the 
world of ſo falſe and unjutt imputations , and will live here= 
after inthe greater ſecuritie , when ſo dangerous a courſe of 
{edition is prey-nred , and ſo will have rhe greater and great 
ex Cauſe to pray for His Majeſties long & pro{perovs Reigne. 


Hu Majeſties Commiſſioner in Councell having received the ſaid - 
Supplication , promiſed te impart the ſame to His Maeſly, and 
*6 report his duligence therein, | 


mm (GQix:0 tO ww = 
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The Supplication of the eAfſembly to His Ma. 
jefties High Commiſſioner » and the Lords 
of ſecret Councell. 


A RAGEMPHRAD uw ©, ew ty = 
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'Ee the Generall Afſ-mbly , conſidering with all hum 
| ble and rbankfull ackhowledgement , the iany recent 
favours b:ſtowed upon us by His Majeſtic , and thar there 
reſteth nothing for crowning of His Maicſties incomparable 
g00dnefſe rowards us , but thar all the members of this Kuk 
and Kinzdom be joyned inone and the ſame Confels1o0n and 
Couenant with God, with the Kings Majeſtic, and amongſt 
Ourſelves: And conceiving the main lett and impediment 
to this ſo good a work, and ſo much wiſhed by all , to have 
been the Informations made to his Majeſtic , of our 1nten- 
tions to ſhake off Civil and duriful obedience due to Soves 
ragnity , and to diminiſh the Kings grearnefle and athorte | 
tie, and being moſt willing and deſirous to remove this and 
all ſuch impediments which may hinder and impede ſo full 
and perſe& an Union, and. for clearing of our loyahie 3 
E E in'our ownnames, andin name of all the reſt of the 
Subjedts and Congregations' whom we repreſent » do now 
| 0 
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in all humility repreſent to your Grace , His Majeſties Com- 
mifioner', andthe Lords of His Majelties moſt honourable 
privie Councel , and decſares before God and the World, 
rhat we never had nor have any thought of with-diawing 


. our felves from that humble and duriful obedience ro His 


Majeſtie, and to his Government , which by the deſcent 
& under the reign of 107. Kings is meſt chearfully acknow=- 
ledged by us and our predeceflors: And thar we never. had, 
nor have any intention nor deſire toattempr any thing thar 
may tend to diſhonour of God, or.the diminution of the 
Kings preatnefle and authoritie: But onthe contrary, ac» 
knowledging our quiernefle , ftabilitie and happineſſe to 
depend upon the ſafery of the KingsMaj. Perſon, & mainte= 
nance of His greatneſſe and Royal authority who is Gods 
Vice - gerent ſet gver us» for the mainrenance of Religion » 
and miniſtration of juſtice, We have ſolemnly ſworn and 
do ſweare, not only our mutual concurrence and afliftance 
for the cauſe of Religion, and to the uttermoſt of our powers 


with our means and lives » to ſtand to the defence of our 
dread. Soveraigne , his Perſon and-authority , in preſerva- 


tion and defence of the true Religion » Liberties and Lawes 
of this Kirk and Kingdome, bur alſo 1p.every cauſe which 
may concerneHis Majeſties honour , ſhall according ro the 
Lawes of this Kingdome» and the dueties of good Subjects 
concurre with our friends and followers in quiet manner , 
orinarmes.,. as we ſhall be required of HisMajeſtie , His 
Councel, or any having his Authoeity: And therefore 
being moſt deſirours to cleare our ſelves of allimputation 
of this kinde , and. following the laudable example of our 
predeceſlors, 1589. do moſt humble fupplicate your Grace, 
His Majeſties Commiſlioner , and the Lords of His Maje- 
ſes moſt honourable privie Councell, to exjoyn-by; Act 
ofa Councel , thar this Confeſſion and Covenant , which , 


454 teſtimony ofour fidelity to God,and loyaltie ro our Kings 


we have ſubſciibed, be ſubſcribed by allHis Majaſtics Sub= 
ects , of what rank and quality ſocver. 
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T he AC? of the Lords of Councel at Edinburgh, 


Auguſt 30. 1639. containing the Anſwer of the | 
preceding Supplication. 


| T** which day inpreſence of the Lord Commiſſioner and. } 


the Lords of privie Councel , compeired perſonally 
John Earle of Rothes, James Earle of Montroſe , Fobn Lord 


Lowdotn, Sir George Stirling of Keir Knight, Sir Wiliam 
Douglas of Cavers Knight , Sir Hemy Wood of Bonytoun } 


Knights ZohnSnyth Burgefſe of Edinburgh Mr. Robert Bar« 
clay Proveſt of Irwing, Mr. Alexander Henderſon Miniſter 
at Edinburzh, and Mr. Archbald Fobnftoun Clerk to the 
General Aſſembly, and in the name ofthe preſenr ſitting 
General Aſſembly, gave in to the Lord;Commaiſſiones,, 
and Lords of privie Councel the Perition aboye written; 
which being read , heard, and conſidered by the ſaids Lords 
they have ordained, andordain the ſame ro be inſert and ree 
giſtrate in the books of Privie Councel» and according to 


the deſire thereof, ordaines the ſaid Confeſſion and Cove» 


nant to be ſubſcribed in time coming by all His Mzjeſties 
my of this Kingdome , of what ranke and quality 
1oever. | 


' The Kings eMajeſties Commiſſioners 
| Declarations. W-- 
—__ which day His Majefties Commiſſioner, and Lords 


—_— | 


of Councel , after the receiving of the Supplication | ; 


ofthe General Aﬀembly , anent the ſubſcribing of rhe Co- 
venant , having returned to the Aſſembly , His Majeſties 
Commiſſioner in name of the Councel , declared ; Thathe 
had received the Supplication of the Aſembly, deſiring that 
the Covenant might receive theforce of an Atof Councel, 
eo be ſubſcribed by all His Majeſties Subje&ts, that they 


had found the defire ſo fairand reaſonable, that they cons| 


ccived themſelves bound in duety to grant the ſame 3 'and 
chercupon have magegn AGof Counge)tothateffe@: And 


[I 


eAſembly , 1639- 85 
that there reſted now the A& of Aﬀembly. Andrhathe 
himſelf was ſofully ſatisfied, that he came now as his Maje- 
1, | ftices Commiſtoner to conſent fully untoir; &nd thar he 
was moſt willing that it ſhould be enacted kere 1n this Aﬀeme 
bly, to oblige all his Majeſties SubjeCts ro ſubſcribe the ſaid 


df there was a third thing defired, His ſub{criprionas the Kiogs 
ly | Commuliioner , unto the Covenant » which he behovyed to 
d | do, with a Declaration in writ , and hedeclared asa Sub= 
m | jet, he ſhould ſubſcribe the Covenant as ſtriitly as any , 

| with the Aſſemblies Declaration; bur as His Majeſties Com- 
r= | miſlionerin his name behoved to prefix to his ſubſcriprion , 
Ir | the Declaration following , which no, Scores Subjects ſhould 
e | ſubſcribe, oc have the benefit of , no not himſelf as Earle of 
18 '| Traquazr. The tenor whereof follows : 


\? | SEing this Aſſembly , according to the laudble form and 
kl cuſtome heretofore kept in the like caſes , have in an 
9 | humble and dutifol way', ſupplicate ro vs His Majeſties 
& | Commiſſioner. and the Lords of His moſt Maj. honourable 
F Privie Councel, "Thar the Covenant , with the explanation 
& | of this Aſſembly , might be ſubſcribed: And to rhat effe&t 
© | thatallthe Subje&ts of this Kingdome by A& of Councelbe 
T | required todoethe ſame : And that: therein for vindicating 
themſelves from all ſuſpitions of diſloyaltie , or derogating 
from the greatneſſe and authoritie of our dread Soveraigae » 
have therewith added aClauſe , whereby this Covenant is 
declared one in ſubſtance with that which was ſubſcribed 
by His Majeſties Father of bleſſ:d memory 1580, 1581, 
1, | 1590+ andoftner fince renewed. Therefore I as His Maje= 
ds jeliies Commiſſioner » for the full fatisfaftion of rhe Sub- 
on J. jects, and for ſetcling a perfect Peace in Church and King- 
dome , doe according ro my forcſaids Declaration and Sub= 
ef icription, ſubjoyned tothe Ad of this Aſſemblyof thodate 
he f the 17 this inſtant, allow and conſent that the Covenant be 
Wy ſubſcribed throughout all this Kingdome, In witnes whee 
>] reof I have ſubſcribed the premiſles. 


Covenant, with the Aſſemblies explanation. And becauſe 
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Like as his Majeſties Commiſſioner, read and 


 gavein the Declaration ollowing , of his conſent 
zo the Ai} of the Aſſembly 17. Auguſt , anent 
== thecauſesof our by gone evils. 


] Fohn Earle of Traquair , His Majeſties Commiſſioner in 
K ris preſent Aﬀembly , doe in His Majeſties Name de= 
Clare”, that nothwithſtandmg of His Majeities own 1nclina= 
tion , and many other grave and weightie conſiderations , 
verfuch is His Myeſlties incomparable: goodneffe, thar for 
ſcrtling the preſenrdiftrations ; and giving full ſatisfaction 
to the Subject , He doth allow, like as I His Majeſties 
Commisfioner do conſent to the foreſard AR , and have ſab- 
ſcribed: rhe premafies,: ==> =: - © | wand Ted. 


* 


mat 


_——_—— 


Like as Flis Majeſiies Commiſſioner', vead 
and gaveinthe Declaration following : | 
| hols alwayes hereby declared by me His Majeſties Com- 
misfioner, Thar the prattiſe of the premifles , prohibited 
within this Kirk and Kingdome , outwith the Kingdome of 
Scotland ſhall never bind nor inferre cenſure againſt the pra- 
Ctifes ourwith the Kingdome : which when the Commis- 
fioner required to b2 inlert in the Regiſter of the Kirk, and 
the Moderator in name of the Aﬀethbly , refuſed to give 
warrant for ſuch praiſe ,, as not agrecabie with'a good con= 
{cience His Grace urged, thar it ſhould be recorded, ar leaſt 
that he made ſuch a Declaration, whatſoever was the Aſſems, 
blies Judgement in the contrair: Andſoit 1sto be unders, 
{ſtood ro be in'cr: here ontly re-ztative.. | 


Att ordaining the ſubſcription of theCon- 
 feſſionof Faith and Covenant , with the 


Aſſemblies Declaration. 
Ti General! Aſſembly conſidering the great khappineſſe 


Þ vhich may floy fromatiilland perfect Union of tie. 
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— eAſembly, 163g. 87 
Kirkand Kingdome , by joyning of all in oneand the ſame 


Covenant with God, with the Kings Majeltie , andamongſt 
our ſelyes., having by our grear Oath declared the upright- 


nefle and loyaltic of our intentiens in all our proceedings, and 


having withall ſupplicared Mis Mjeſties highCommisftoner, 
and the Lords of His Majeſties honorable Privie Councell, 
toinjoyn by Act of Councell, all the Lieges in time coming 
to ſubicribe the Confesfion: of faith and Covenant, which 


as a teſtimony of our fidelity to God and loyaltie toour King, 


we have ſubſcribed; And ſeeing His Majefties high Come 
misſiener > and the Lords of His Majeſtics honorable Privie 
Councell, have granted the defire of our Supplication , or- 
daining by Civill authority , all His Majefties Lieges in time 
comming ; to ſubſcribe the foreſaid Covenant, that our U- 
non may be the more full and perfect , We by our Actand 


Conſtitution Ecclefiaſticall, do approove the foreſaid Cove-- 
nant, inall the Headsand Clauſes thereof and ordains of. 
new , underall Ecclefilticall jcenſnre , that all the Maſters 


of Untverfities ; Colledges; and Schooles, allSchollers at 
the pasſing of their degrees,all perſons ſuſpeCt of Papiſtry, or 
any other errour; and finally-all the members of rhis Kirk & 
Kingdome, {ubſcribethe ſame with theſe words prefixed to 


their ſubſcriprion: The Article of this Covenant, which was at the 
firft ſubſeriprion referred to the determination of the General Aſſembly, 


being determined. And thereby the fre Articles of Perth , the go- 
vernment of the Kirk by Bichops: the civill places and power of Kirk- 


_ men, uponthereafons and grounds contained in the fs ofthe Gene« 


rall Aſſembly declared to be unlawfull within this Kirk : weſubſcribe 
aecording to the determnatisn foreſaid, And ordains the Cove- 
nant , with this Declraracion , 'to be inferr in the Regiſters 


of the Aﬀemblies of this Kirk > Generall » Provincial , and 3 
memoriam 3; and inall humi» #7 


Presbyter:all , ad perpetuam res : 
lity ſupplicates His M:jeſties high Commisoner , and the 
honourable Eftates of Parliament , by their authority , to 
ratifie and injoyne the ſame, underall civill paines , which 


will tend to the glory of God , preſervation of Religion, the | 


Kings Majeſties honour , and perfe& peace of this Kirk and 
Kingdome. Was ESE 
F 4 Hue- 
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Aug 30. 1639c 
AG anent A ppellations. 


He Asfembly appoinred that in all time hereafter, nq_ 


Appellations ſhould be. leaping over either Presbyrerie 
or Synod, but toalcend by degreesas from the Kirk Sesfton 


to the Presbytry, orfiom the Presbyrerie to the Synod, ang © 


'  andfromthe Synod:to the;Generall Asſembly , excepr ir be 
after the Synod be paft, and immediarly before the Gene« 
xall As'embly , 'orin the time thereof, and renews all for-" 

_ mer Acts made to thus effect © © | x 4 
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ries before determination in Novations, 


'J He Generall Asſembly deſiring that the intended Refors 
& mation being recoyered, may be eſtabliſhed , Ordains, 
thar no Novation which may difturbe the peac? of che 
Church , aud make diviſion , be ſuddenly proponed and. 
enacted - Bur ſoas the motion be firſt commnnicare ro the 
ſeverall Synods, Presbyreries and Kirks, that thematter may 
be approved by all athome', and Commiſſioners may come , 
well prepared, unanimoully to conclude a ſolide delibzraxion 
uporthele potuts inthe Generall Asſembly. : | 


_" ooo mm oopon og = ho : _ 
"74 ment Miniſters Catechiſing , and 
BS - : | Family Exerciſes. ALON 
EY PT" He Aſſembly canlidering that the long waited-for fruits 


of th: Goſpel, ſo mercifully planted and preſerved in 
this Land, and Reformation of our ſelves, and Families , 
To ſolemnly vowed to God of late in our Covenant , cannot 
rake effe&, exceprthe knowledge and worthip of God be. 


Earicd from the Pulpit to every family within cach Parifh , | 


hath 


4} / alſothar it hath pleaſed Tour gracious 


hath - therefore appointed rhat every Miniſter, beſides his A 
| paines onthe Lords day , ſhall have weekly catechifing of 
| iome part of the Paroch, and notaltogether caft over the 
examinarion of the people, till a litlebefore the Commu« 
ni0n. Alio that 1n every Familie the worſhip of God be 
erected, whereiris not both Morningand Evening, and 
thac the Children 86: Seryants be catcehiſed at home , by the 
Malter» of the Families , whereof account ſhall be raken by 
the Miniiter, and Elders alliſting him in the viſitation of 
every Family: And leſt they fail zthat yifiration of the ſeyer- 
all Kirks be ſeriouſly. followed by every Presbyrerie, for 
thisend among others.  Theexecutionand ſucceſſe wheree 
of , being tricd by the Synods, let it be repreſented to the 
next Genelail Aſſembly, we Fx 


'cAembly, 1640: «F } 
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Sell. 24. 30. Aug. 4meride. 
The Aſcemblies Supplication to the 


"KINGS MAJESTIE. 


Moſt Gracious Souveraigne. 


Fe Your Majeſties moſt humble and loyall SubjeQs; 
/ the Commmiſſioners fromall the parts of this your Ma- 
jeſties ancient & native Kingdome , and membersof rhe Na= 
tionall Aſſembly , convectiedat Edinburghby your Mjcſties 
ſpeciall indiCtion , and konoured wich the preſence of Y our- 
Majcſties high Commiſſioner , have been waiting for a day WS 
of rejoycing , and of ſolemne thankſgiving ro be rendreiltie: a. 
God by this whole Kirk and Kingdome , for givingal | 
King ſojuft and religious , that it is not only lawtu!ll On 
to be Chriſtians under Your Majeſties government , WIWeR” 3 ; 
ſometime hath been the greateſt praiſe of great Princes , bury "RAY 
Mi. to makekrown Þþ 
thatitis Your Royall will and pleaſure, that all matters Eccle- 
aſticall be determined in free Natienall Afﬀemblies , and 
matters civill in Parſizments ; which isa moſt noble and 
_ ample expreſſion of Your Majeſiics juſtjce , and we truſt 


En: oO 3X OBEGERer alt : 

Milf bra powerful mean of our common happineſſe under 
. your Majcſties moſt bleſſed Reign. In tiemean while we 
. do moſt humbly, upon the knees of our hearts, bleſſe your 

- Majefty for that bappinefle already begun in the late Asfeme 

bly ar Ediniurg? ; in the proceedings whereof, next under 
God, we have labonred to approve pur ſelves unto Your 
Majefies Vice=-gerent, as if Your Majefties eyes had been 
upon Hs, which was the defireofour ſouls, and would have 
beene the matter of our fyll rejoycing, and doe ſtill conti- 
nize Your Majeſties moſt humble ſupplicants for Your Maje- 
Ries civill ſanction and ratification of the conſtitutions ofthe 
Asſembly in Parliament 3; That your Majeſties Princely 
power,, and the Ecclefiaſticall Authority joyning .in one , 
the mutual! embracemeuts of religion and juttice , of truth 
arid peace may be {eenin this Land , which ſhall be ro us as 
a re{urre&tion from the dead , and ſhall make us» being nat 
only ſo farre recovered, but alſo revived, -to fill Heaven and 
Earth with our praiſes, and'to pray that King C H AR- 
LES may be moreand more blesſed, and His throne eſta- 
bliſhed befere the Lord forever, © 


T* Aſtembly appoints the next Generall Aſſembly , to ſi at 
Abergenc the laſt Turſday of July next, 1640. years. And 
Sarneth all Presbyteries , Univerſities and Burrows , toſend their 
Commiſſioners , for keeping the famine. And thereafter the Aſſems= 
bly was concluded by giving of thanks by the Moderator , and ſinging 
of a Pſalme , according ts the cuſtome. 
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 Seſſ* 2. 29. July, 1640- 


=—_—  . Aſcmbly having paſt the firſt day before 
& 1} tncy would mike any At in attending of His 
CK 01:5:fttes Commitlioner. 
|| - 1 his day the Moderator openly asked in face 
| = of the Aſſembly , ifrherewas any Commiſſios 
ner come from His Majzſtie : And finding there was none 5 
the Aſſembly proceeded accord; ingro their Labercies. 


rn, 


—— 


Oertares # given 7n by the Committee appoint- 


ed by the lafi Aſſembly, anentthe ordering of the Afems 
bly - houſe: Which being read in audience of the A Aſe>;- 
ſembly they approved the ſame. 


' þ Aſembly finds 1t expedient for the Qaeiidy of 
the Houſe in all r1me coming,that the Commuiiioners 
fit rogerher unmixt > and that the places where they fit be 
railed about, or ſome other way divided from the (cars of 
ethers, aud chat places be woety 


the Commliguncrs {rats ro perſons of xeſpeRt 3 whe ” not. 
OAMluy 


Tie 


d without the bounds of 
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© "the 


I. . The Generall 


amiſſioners , and others according to their qualities , as 
Magiſtrates of the Town ſhall find moſt convenient. 

IL Alfothatthe Commiſlioners , having received tickets 
from the Magiſtrates of the Burgh » at the delivery of their 


Commiſſions, whey they nay have ready acceſle to the | 


Asſcmblie - Houſe and place appointed for them , do keep 
the hour of meeting preciſely , and whoſoever comes afcer 
the time, or ſhall be found abſent at the calling of the Kols, 
to be cenſured as the Asſemblie ſees fitting ; And whate 
foever Presbytcrie, Burgh, or Univerſitie , ſhall not ſend 
Commiiſlioners, or Commiffioners (ent from them doe not 
come at all to the Asfembly , be ſummond unrtojrthe next 
Asfembly, and cenſured as the Asſembly ſhall find rea- 
ſenablc. 

I II. That foure perſons of reſpect have warrant from the 
Asfembyl to injoyne that there be no ſtanding, vo din, or 
diſorderly behaviour 3 And jf any ſhall dilobey them, or di- 
Xe his ſpeech reany, except to the Moderator , and thar 
one atonce with leave at firſt asked and given, to be rebuked 
publikely by the Moderator : And ifhedeſiſt,not be remoy- 
ed out of the Asſcmbly for that Seſſion. 

I'V, Thar no motion come if unto the Asſemhly but by 
the Committee appointed for matters of that naturs: And 
af the Committee refuſed to anſwer the ſame, let it b2 pro« 
poned tothe Asſembly with the reaſons thereof. 

V. Thatrhe minutes of ilk Seffion be read before their ri- 
fing , andif the matter concerne the whole Kirk, letir be 
drawn up in forme and read in the beginning of the next ene» 
ſuing Sesſion , that the As{embly may judge whether or not 
it bec according to their minde. 
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AT anent the demolishing of Idlatrous 


eCMonuments* 


| Ge as the Asſembly is informed., that in divers 
A places of this Kingdome , and ſpecially in the North. 


parts of the ſame , many [dolatrons Monuments , erected 
. Ss b : 3 2 ; an | 
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Aſſembly, 1640." ; 
and made for Religious worſhip » are yer extant, Suck ag*- | 
Cracifixes , Images of Chriſt-,: Mary ». and Saints' departe * - 
ed, ordaines the ſaids Monuments to be raken down , 


. demoliſhed , and deſtroyed , and thar wtth all convenient 


diligence $ And that the care of this work ſhall be intum- 

bent ro the Presbyterics and Provinciall Asſemblies within 

this -Kingdome , and their Commiſfioners to report their 
diligence hercin to the next Generall Asſembly. | 


A. 


AG againſt VFitches and Charmers. 


He Asſembly ordainesall Miniſters within the Kingdos 

me, carcfully to take notice of Charmers, Witches, and 
all ſuch abuſers of the people , and to urge the As of Par- 
liament , to beexecute againſt them : And thatthe Come 
misfioners from the Asſembly to the Parliament , ſhall re. 
commend to the ſaid ſupreme judicatory , the care of the 
execution of the Lawes againſt ſuch perſons in the moſt be 
hoovefull way. 


W CD. 


Sefl. 5. Aug.z. 1640. 
AT for cenſuring ſpeakers againſt the 


Covenant. 


He Asſembly ordaines, that ſfuchas have ſubſcribed the 

Covenant and ſpeakes agaipſt the ſame » it he be a Mini- 
ter, ſhall be deprived : And if he continue ſo, being 'de- 
prived » ſhall be excommunicate: And ifhe befanyjother 


. ran , ſhallbe dealt with as perjured , and ſatisfe publikely 
fot his perjury. ' | 
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"Fe 3 | Seff. 10. 5. Aug. 1640. 
30 age inft Expetants refuſing ro ſubſcribe 


the Covenant. 


TH Asſembly ordaines , that if any ExpeCtant ſhall refuſe 
to ſubſcribe the Covenant, he ſhall be declared uncapable 


ofa Pedagogie, teaching ofa School, reading ata Kirk, Pre-. 


aching within a Presbyrerie , and {hall gor have liberrie of 
reſiding within a Burgh , Univerſitie , or Colledge: Andit 
they continue obſtinare., to be procesſed 


tt 
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Tre General Aſiembly apyomts the next) Aﬀſembly ; to + *n St, 


L Andrews the thirdTueſday of [|:ly L641. 4nd that the Mo, '-+ 


In a emvenient way + by the fecret Cauncell - or otherwiſe as may be; 

ſerve , requeſt the Kings Majeſtie to ſend hs Commiſſioner to the ſaid 
Aſſembly. And if anyexigent fall out, that the Presbyterie of E.dins 
burgh give advertiſement for an Aſſanbiy pro re nata. y 
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Se. I. + 20. Fuly 1641. 

| John Earleof Weymes, His WMajeſties Commiſſioner, 
preſented His ©Aajeſties Letter tothe Aſembly , 

| whereof the tenor followeth. 


CHARLES R. 


SPL well. Iris noſmall part of Our Royall 


Religion, wherein by the grace of God» 
5 | We reſolve to live and dye,, be ſettled 
BED pcaccably in thar Ourancient and native 
or Ki:gdome of Scotland, and thar the ſame 
be truly taught, and univerſally received and profesſed by 
Our Subjects there , ofall degrees. For preventing ofall 
diviſion and trouble hereafter, We did intend in Our Own 
Royall Perſon, to have beeu preſentat this Asſembly; but 
| conceiving it to be unfitting ,to detaine the Miniſters from 
their particular charges, tillthe time of Our coming tn the 
Parliament. We have reſolved ro make knowne unto you 
by theſe , and by Our Commiſſioner , Thar i n the appro- 


cling 


96. The Generall 
ching Parliament, it is Our inter.tion by Our authority, to - | 
-ratifie and confirm the Conſtirutions of the late Asſembly,at 
Edinburgh , that they may be obeyed by all Our Subjeis 
Þving 1a chat Our Kingdome.' And that We will take into 
Our Royall confi. eration, by what meanes the Churches 
belonging roOur eve » when any of them ſhall hap- Þ * 
pen to vaiki, may be beſt provided with well qualiffed Pre. 
ache!s: Like as Weare not unwilling . ro grant preſenta- 
tions unto ſuch as in theſe times of trouble have-entred in's | 
the Miniſterie , providing they have been examined by the || x 
Presbyteries» and approved by them: Becauſe We wart nor 
Our own feares of rhe decay of Learning in that Church and 
Kinzdome , We intendalio ro conſider of the beſt meanes 
for helping the Scooles and Colledges of Learning eſpeci- 
_ ally of Oavinity , that there may b2 ſuch a number of Pre- 
achers there, as that each Pariſh havinga Miniſter, and the 
Goſpel being preached in the moſt remore? parts of the King- | q 
dome, all Our Subjects may taſte of Our care in thar kinde, 
and have more and more cauſero blesſe God that we areſet | & 
A 
h 


=— = ER 


overthem. And finally, ſo tender is Our care, thar it ſhall 
not be Our faulr if the Churches and Colledges there fowriſh 
not in Learning and Religion : For which Royall reſtimonie | A 
of Our goodnefſe, We require nothing upon your part, but | m 
that which God hath bound you unvto , even that-you be | in 
faithfall in the charge commitred unro you , and; care for | hi 
the ſoules of the people : That you itudy Peace and-Unity | &@ 
amongſt your (elves, and amongfl the people, apainſt all- | d 
Schifme and FaCtior. ; and that you nor only pray for Us, || ſt 
bur tharyon teach rhe People, which Werruſt are notuns | ai 
Willing ro pay that honour and obedience. which they owe | d 
unto © as his Vicegerent ſet over them, fortheirgood;z | 
wherein We expe you will by vour good example goe be | | 
fore them-Which hoping you will doe, We bid you farewell. | A 
From Our Court at Whitehall, the x0. day of Fuly 1641. in 
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eAftembly , 164t, © 
Seſ. 3. 58, July 1641, _ | 
AT approving the Overtures of the aſſembly at Abere 
dene, for ordering the Aſſembly- Houſe 2+ 


He Overtu:es for ordering the Aſſtmbly-Houſe, gives 
into , andapproved by the Afembly © Aberdene rhe 29. 
July 1640. ActSefl, 2. were openly read, and again apprge 


{| vedtythis Aſſembly and ordained t6 be kept the whole 


time thereof, 


-r 
- —_ 
—_— ” PE" 


Arn 


Seſl. 5. 3o. July 164r. pers”: 
AF anent old Miniſters bruiking their Benefices. 


He Aſſembly havins conſidered the Supplicarion given in 

by Dodtor Robert Howie, Proveſt of the new Colledge of 
S. -ndr-ws, whereby he craved , that (notwithſtanding. 
of his «1ſmiilion of his ch:rge) he ſhould nor be prejudgedof 
his full proviſion and maintenance during his life time: The 
Aflembly thinks i: fir and neceffary , that his proviſion and: 
mairitenance ſhou'd not be diminiſh?d , bur rhar he- ſhould 


 injoy theſame fally 5 asbefore , during all the dayes of 


his life time, and craveth his diſmiſſion to be only bura ceſ- 
farion from his charge, becauſe of bis age and inability: And 
declares, that old Miniſters and profeſſors of Divimtie ,” | 
ſhall not by their ceſſation from their charge , chrough age 
and inabilitie, be pur f. cm injoing their old maintenance 8 
dignity. And recommends this and others the like things » 


concerning the eſtare of thar Univerſitie of S. Andrews , to 


the Parliament, and the Viſication to be appointed from the 
Asſembly & Parliament. And likewiſe the Asſembly _ | 
wformed, that the ſaid DvCtor Hori hath been very painfulk 


| ? In his charges. and rhat he bath divers papers which would be 


very Proteable f:rehe Kirk: Therefore they think fit, that 
the ſaid dottor Howie be defired- to collect theſe papers, . 


| Which dec;b'concerne, & may be profitable for theuſe of the. 
; " 4 $h;C Fes, M G | Kicks 
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» «+ Kirk; thar the ſamine may be ſhowne to the Viſitors of the [ 
laid Univerfitie. | -” mo 

Pt OF - — 

| ki "FEES cor 

|  Seff. 8. 2. Aug. 1641. ameridze. l:d; 

AG againſt ſuddenreceiving Miniſters depoſed. wes 

Col 


F He Asſembly ordaines,that Miniſters who are depoſed ei- || and 
© ther by Presbyteries, Synods, or Generall Asfembies, or || ſpe: 
Committees from Asſemblies for the publike cauſe of the pre! 
Reformation andorder of this Kirk,ſhall nor be ſuddenly re- | fea 
ceived againe to the Miniſterie , till they firſt evidence their | 
repentance both before the Presbyrerie and Synod, within || Pr. 
the bounds where they were depoſed, and thereafter the ſa- | niv 
mine reported to the next enſuingGenerall Asſembly. beſl 


—— 


Sell. 9g. Ang. 3. 1641. 


| The Overtures under-written , concernmp the Univerſities and 
Colledges ofthis Kingdome to berepreſented by theGenerall Aſiem- 
bly . to the Kings Majeſty 'and Parliament, being openlyread, 
the Ajjembly approved the ſaid; Overtures , and ordained them 
zo be recommended to the Parliament. 


Pi » becauſethe good eſtate both of the Kirk and Com- 
monwealth , dependeth mainly upon the flouriſblag of | 1 
Univetrfities and Colledges , as the Seminaries of both , || ket 
which cannot be expefted , unleſſe the poore meanes which' | {tra 
they have, be helped , and ſufficient revenues be provided | Na 
for them and the ſame well imployed : Therefore that out | anc 
of the rents of prelacies ; Collegiat or Chapter-Kirks, or | the 
{ſuch like, aſufficient maintenance be provided for acom-' || tn 
 petentnumber of Profeſſors, Teachers , and Burſers in all" | ot! 
| Faculties, and eſpecially in Divinitie » and for npholding ;' || th 
repairing , and enlarging the Fabrick of the pry, uo 
furniſhing Libraries , -and ſuchlike geed uſes ineyery Uni»" | 7 
vecſiticand Colledge. ? | -< *- "7." GM 
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Aſſembly, 1641. _ -. 
[7. Next for keeping of good order , preveeniag and res. 
moving of abuſes, andp: omoving of pietie and learning, it is 
very needfull & expedient, thatghere be a communion and 
correſ{pondencie kevt betwixtall rhe Univerſitiesand Col- 
l:dges. And therefore that it be ordained, that there be 
a meeting once every year at ſuch times and places as ſhall be 
agreed upon , of Commiſſioners from every Univerfiry arfd 
Colledge ro conſult and determine upon the'common affairs, 
and whatſoever may concerne them , for the ends above- 
ſpecihed , and whoalſo, or ſome of their number may ye 
preſent what ſhall be needfull and expedienr'ffor the ſame ef- 
fet, to Parliamentsand Generall Asſembliess- 
IT. Irem, That ſpecial care be had that the places of the 
| E Profeſſors, eſpecially of Profeſſors of Divinitylin every U- 
- { niverſity and Colledges, Be filled with the ableſt men » and 
beſt affected to the Reformation and order of this Kurk.. 


© 


"Wa" - 


Sefl. 10. Auguſt 4. 164te 
| AG again#t Impiety and Schiſme, 


He Aſſembly ſeriouſly conſidering the preſent caſe and 
L condition of this Kirk and Kingdome , what great 
things the Lord hath 'done for ns, eſpecially ſince the re= 
newing of our Covenagit, notwithſtanding our former backs» 
lliding and deſertion ; and if we ſhall either become remiſſe 
* $1o the dueries of Piety, or ſhall not conſtantly hold and 
, | kcep our Religion unto which we have bound our ſelves ſo 
* | firaitly and ſolemnly , 'what diſhonour we doe unto the 
Name of God before men , who have their eyes npon us, 
and how great judgements we bring upon our felves , upon 
theſe and the like confiderations. The Afﬀembly doth finde 
it moſt neceſſary to ftirre up themſelves , and to provekeall 
others both Miniſtersand people of all deprees , not only td 
the religious exerciſes of publike worthip in the Congrega> 
ton , and of private worſhipintheir families , and' of 'eve- 
Ty one by themſelves apart; bur alſo to,the duteies of muriial 
edification , by inſtruſtion , admonition; exhortivg one 

G2 _ _ anotheg, 
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another to fordwardnefle in Religion, and comforting one 
another 1n-whatſoeyer diſtrefſe ; and thar in all rheir meet- 
Ings., witier inthe way of civill converſation, or by reaſon 
of their particula: callings, or any other occaſion offered by 
divine providence »- no corrupt communication proceed out 
. of their mouth , but that which is good to the ule of edify- 
Ihg , that it may miniſter grace unto the hearers : And be- 
cauſethe beſt means have been, and may ſtill bz deſpiſed or 
abuſed , and particularly the duetie of mutual edification, 
which hath been ſo little-in uſe, and-ſo few know howto 
practiſe in the right manner , may be uponthe one part ſub- 
Ject to the mocking of ungodly and worldly mens who can- 
mot endure that in others , which they are not willing to pra: 
<tiſe themſelyes , and upon the other part, to many errors 
and abuſes , ro which the godly through their weaknes may 
tall, or by the craftinefſe of others may be drawn into, 
ſuch as are Error, Hereſie , Schiſme, Scandal , Self-con-J 
ceit , and deſpiſing of others, prefling above the common tþ 
calling of Chriſtians, and uſurping that which 1s proper tdge 
the Paſtoral Vocation, contempt or miſregard of the pub-jG 
like means, idle and unprofitable queſtions which edife not, [ce 
unCharitable cenſurings, negle& of duries in particular call-JG; 
ings , buſineſle in other mens Matters and Callings , and {cer 
many ſuch cthets in doCtrine, charity » and manners, which 
have dolcfally rent the bowels of other Kirks , tothe great 
prejudice of the Goſpel; 
- Therefore the Aſſembly , moved with the zeal of God a- 
g2inſt all abuſes and corruptions , and according to their 
manifold obligations , moſt earneſtly deſiring and thirſting 
to promove the work of Reformation, and to have the com-f 7 
fort and power of the true godlineſſe ſenſible to crery ſoul, 
and Religion ro be univerſally practiſed in every Famuly,and 
' by every perſonar all occaſions , Doth charge all the Mints 
ters and Members of this Kirk whom they doe repreſent, 
thar according to their ſeveral places and vocations, tligy 
_ endeavour to lupprefle all impiety and mocking of religious 
exerciſes , eſpecially of ſuch as put foule aſperſions , and 
Faftious or odious names upon = godly, And upon the 


her patt, that iathe fear of God they be aware and po : 
She tually 
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eAjJembly, 1641- 101 
eually wiſe, that under the name and pretext of religious 
exerciſes, otherwayes lawful and neceffary, they fall not 
\ſonfÞ into the aforeſaid abuſes ; eſpecially, that they eſchey all 
] by meetings which are apt to breed Error , Scandall , Shciſme, 
outÞ} neglect of dueries and particular callings, and ſuch other 
lify-Y evils as are the works , not of the ſpirit , but of the fleſh, 
| be-f] and are contrary to truth and peace ;, and that the Presbyre- 
dorff rizs and Synods have a Care to take order with ſuch as trans» 
on, greſle the one way or the other. | 

—_ X fo: 


-2N- Self. 14. 6. Auguſt 1641. 4 Meridie. 


rors Act anent Nowations. 


to, ne. it hath pleaſed God to vouch/afe us the libertie of 

yearly General Afſemblies, Ir is ordained according ta 
nonflche Acts of the Aſſembly ar Edinburgh 1639, and at Aber= 
ride 1640. that no Novation in Doctrine , Worſhip , or 
ub-{ Government , be brought in , er practiſed inthis Kirk, un- - 
10H, Blefle ir be firſt propounded , examined, and allowed in rhe 
all-BGeneral Aflembly , and*rhat transgreſſors in rhis kinde be 
and cenſured by Presbyreries and Synods, 


ch 

a Er ES 

Te Act. Sell. 15. 7. Auguſt. 1641. 

16ir Overtures anent Burſars, and Expetants. 

ing pes : 

In-S| The Overtures under=written being openly read in audience of ehe 
ul; Aſſembly , were approved , and declared by them tobe Afts 
and} of the Aſſembly, inall time coming, tobe obſerved reſpetive, 
ns as the ſaminebears. | 1. 
FT He Afſembly thinks meet for maintaining of Burſars 


of Diyinitie, that every Presbyrerie thar conſiſts of 
velve Miniſters ſhall maintain a Burſar , and where the 
umber is fewer nor rwelve , ſhall be joyned with theſe out 
Pf anocher Prebyrecic where wa FR excccds ; —_— 
2 bs ras 
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this courſe 1s not already kept, it is tobe begun without 
lenger delay, andevery Provincialis ordained to giye an ac- 
compt of their number of Burlars, thar is conſtantly to be 
entertained þy-their Province, at the next enſuing General 
Asſembly. © - | | : 

11, Noexpectant ſhall be permitred to preach in publike 
before a Congregation , till fixſt he be tryed afcer the ſame 


manner , howheir nor altogerher with thar accuracie which 
151njoyned by the act of the Aſſembly of Glaſgow 1638, which 


jpreſcribes rhe oxder and manner of tryal > that 15 to be kept 
with theie who are ro be admitted rortite holy Miniſtries and 
nouec {o tryed ſhall preach in publike , without the bounds 
of the Univerſiry or Presbyterie where he palt his zryalls, til 
he firſt make ir known ro the other Presbyreries , where he 
defires to be heard , by ateſtimoniall from the Univerfrie 
or Presbyterie where he lived , that he hatir bin of an honeſt 
converſation , and paſt his tryalls confortn ro the order here 
preſcribed : Which being done in the meeting of the Pro- 
vince or Presbyterie, where he deſires to be heard 3 he is ta 


be allowed by them ro preach within the bounds of that Pro- 3 


_ vince or Presbyterie , without any further tryall ro be taken 
'ofhim. ” ' | 45 IR ww 
TH. Expectants being educate 1n a Colledge that was cor- 
Tupt;, or under a corrupt Miniſter, if they themſelves have 
been known to have been tainred with error , or oppoſite to 
our Covenant, and the bles{cd Work of Reſormarion within 
this Kuk, the ſame order1s ro be kepr1n admirtingthem to 


the holy Miniſtrie, or to any place in the Colledges or. 


Schooles of this Kingdome , that was ordained to be kept in 
adunſtion of theſe Miniſters who fled our of the Countrey, 
and ſhew rhemſelyes oppoſite ro our Cayenant and Refor- 
nt pon " 26.4, a 3 bans rag 
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Aſſembly , 1641. 07 
Act Sefl. 17. Auguſt 9.1641. 
Ad] againſt unlawfull Bands. 


of I Asſembly taking to their conſideration the ques 


ſtion proponed{unto them concerning the Band , oy 
eopy whereof was preſented before them from the Pare 
liament, doth find and declare thar Bands of this and the like 
nature , may not lawfully be made : By which Declaration 

the Asſembly doth not inrend to bring any cenſure for what 
is paſt,and by the wiſedome and care of the Committee of the 
Parliament 1s taken away , upon any perſon, whobeing re- 
quired by the Moderator and the Clerk , ſhall under his 

hand declare before them, Thar as the Asſembly doth finde 

that the ſubſcribers are not aſtrifted by their Oarh ro the te= 

nor of the ſaid Band , ſo he finderh himſelf nor to be aſtrict- 

ed by his Oath ro the tenor thereof ;; bur the intention of the 

Asſembly is meerly to prevent the like in time coming. 


LO TY 


is... Att. 


Seſl. 18- 9. Auguſt 1641. & meridie. 
ATLetter from ſome Miniſters in\England 
70 the Aſſemblie.. 


Right Reverend ani dear Brethrew , now convened in this. 
Generall 4ſiambly, 


Ee moſt heartily ſalute you in the Lord, rejoycing 

with you in his unſpeakable'goodnesſ(e, fo miraculous- 
ly proſpering your late endeavours » both for the reſtoring 
and ſertling of your own Liberties and Priviledges , in 
Church and common wealth ( which we heare and -hope he 
15now about toaccompliſh) asalſo for the accaſioning and 
advancing ofthe Worke of Reformation among our ſelves; 
for which as wedaily blesſe the higheft Lord, ſole Author 
of all onr good » ſo doe weacknowledge your ſelves worthy 
Inſtruments thereof, And-for thar ( beſides all other re- 


tpets ) doe and ever ſhalt (by the help of God) hold 


you 


_ 7 FheGenerall 
"x you deareurto us, as our own bowcls, 2nd our ſelves ob- 
igedto render untoyou all due corre/pondence according rg. 
Our power , uponall govd occafjons. | = 
| And now ( deare Bre {1-en) fora/nwch as re Church of Þ} 
Chriſt 15 but ove body , cach part were of cannot but partake 
inthe wealeand woe of the whol:, and of Each other part; 
and theſe Churches of ! ngland and Scotland , my ſecm both 
ro be imbarcued in the ſame botrome , to fink and [wim toe 
gecher, andare ſo near.. q1joyned by many itrong ryes , not 
only 3s fellow- members under the ſame Head Chrilt , and 
Fello +-ſubjes und-r the fame King ; bur alſo by ſuch 
. Detgbour- hood and vicinity of place , thar if any evil ſhall 
much infelt che one » the other cannot bce algogether free; 
Or if :of the picſent it ſhould, yer in proceſfſe of timeit . 
would ſenſibly ſuffer atſo. Ard foraſmuch as evils are b:t- 
re: remedied in their firſt beginning , then af er they have 
gnce taken deep root z ther-fore we whoſe namesare here 
under-written , in the behalf of our ſelves , and of many 
others, M:mifters of the Church of England ie bo!d to com- 
mend to your conſideration ; beitg metrogether in this ves 
nerable Aſembly ) a vifference of great concernment, 
which you miy pleaſe { jn brief )} thus to underſtand. Al- 
mighty Goghaving now of is of infiinite gogdnefle rajſed up 
our hopes of removing the yoke of Ep:ſcopacie ( under 
which we have ſo long groaned') ſundry other forms of 
Church-government are by ſund:y ſorts of men projected, 
ro be ſccbp in the roome thereof : One of which (among 
others ) is of ſome Bretrhen that hojd ttie whole power of 
Church-governments & all Acts thereunto appertaining (as 
Election, O1dination , and Depoſition of Officers , with Ade 
miition » Excommunicar'on , & Abſolution of Members) are 
by divine Ordinance z# foro externs, to be d*creed by the moſt 
yYoices, in, andotevery particu'ar Congregation , which. 
(fy they ) 15 the utmoſt bound of a particular Church : ene 
yed with power of Government, & only ſome Formalities' 
of ſolemne execution to be reſerved tothe Oificers ( asfſer- 
vants of the ſaids Church) if they have any , orif none , then: 


be performed by ſome ther members , not in officeyfſ-.. 


Cy 
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every of the (aid particular Congregations (whether they 


"7 conſiſts of few or m:ny M:mbers, and be furniſhed with 
e Offices or not) 1awfall;; may & ought ro rransact, determine - 
S [ & execute all matters pertatning to the 2overnment of them- 
© | fclvesamongſt& vithin themſclves wirhour ary aw horitarive 
"4 (though rot conſulatory)cencurrence or intcrpoſition of any 
i other perions or C.harches whatſoever, condemning all im« 
* | perative and4. cifivepower of Clasſes, or compound Pres= 
j byteries and Synods, as a meereuſurpation. Now becauſe 
h we conce1ve chat your jidgement in this ca'e my conduce 
F much by the bleſſing of(s od, to the ſertling of ri. queſtion 


anongit us ; Therefore we doe earneſtly increat the /ameat 
." | your hands, and that ſo much the rather, becauſe we ſome= 
times hzar from thoſe of che aforeſaii judgement, rhar ſome 


- famous and eminent Brethren, even amongſt your ſelves, 
b doe ſome waar encline unto an approbarion of chart way of 


governmen!, Thus humbly craving pardon for our bold- 
y nesfe , leaving th: matter to your 2rave conſiderations, and 
expeCtinganſver at your conveni-ne leaſure , We commit 
you , and the ſucces.c of this your mectings to the blelliog 


' ofthe Almi_hry , 10 whom we ſhall ever remain, 

p London, 12 Tu. 1641. Your faithful Brethren 10 ſeros 
r | Les you m all offices of love. 

f [= __ | 

| MICE 10s : 

G The Aſemblies Anfwer to the English 

9 | _-  Miniſers Letter. 

a Right reverend ad dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and 

t * common Saviour Feſus Chriſt. "32 


wW Ee:he Miniſters and Elders met together in this Natio-- 
. . nall Asſembly, were notalitle refreſhed and comfors 
red by the good repprt which we heard of yau » and o: hers 
. of our Brethren of the Kirk of England, by ſome of our Mie 
a'l -niſtters, whoby the good provid-nce of our Lord had ſeen 
©$/>.- your faces, and converſed with yous But now yet more 
\* Fowforted by your Letgers which we received , ang which 
Wi . G; © era 
+ 4 4 P., : | 
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were read in the face of the Asfembly , witneſſing your 
Chriitian love, and rejoycing with us in God for his grear 


and wonderfull Work inthe Reformation of rhis Kirk , ahd. . 
_ 2nrheb=2ginning ofa blesſed Reformation amongſt your ſe]- 
ves, and that you arc ſo {enfidle of your communion and 


fellowſhip with us: and to deſire co know our minde and jud= 


gement of that which ſome Brethren amongit you hold , 


concerning Kirk-government. 

We doe with our hearts acknowledge and wonder at the 
ereat and unſpeakable wiſedome, mercie, and power of our 
God , in reſtoring unto us the truth and puritic of Religion, 
after many Back-ſlidings and defeCtion of ſome in this Kirk. 
& deſire not only to confes(e the ſame before the world, and 
2} other Chriſtian Kirks , bur alſo doe pray for grace to walk 
worthy of ſo wonderful a love: We have been helpedby your 
prayers, 1n our weak endeavours» & you have mourned with 
us, ( we know ) inthedayesof our moutning ;z and therefo- 
TE 15 It that you doc now rejoyce and praiſe God with us. 
Nettherare we out of hope, but the fame God ſhall ſpeedily 

rfeCt that which he hath begun amongſt you , that your 
jay may be full , which is. the deſire of our ſoule, and for 
which we doe now pray, and tn our ſeverall Congrega- 
Hons will beinſtanr at the throne of grace » for this and all 
other ſpirituall and temporall bleflings upon the Kirk and 
Kingdome of England , by name, expecting the like perfor- 
mance of mutuall love from you and others equally minded 
with you., for your parts, till a common conſent may be 
obtained, Sven that you will recommend the Kirk of Scotland 
by name in yourprayersto God, Thus ſhall webe as one 
people, mourningand rejoycing, praying and praiſing to- 
gether; which may be one meane of the preſeryation of U- 
nity » and of many other bleſlings to us borh.. 

We have learned by long experience , ever ſince the time 
Reformation , and ſpecially after the two Kingdomes have 
Seen ( in the great gooddnesſe of God to both ) unt- 
ted under one Head and Monarch , but moſt of all of late, 
Whichis net unknown to you , what danger and contagion 
In matters of Kirk-government , of divine worſhip , and of 
doQtrinc , may come from the one Kick tothe other, which 


belide 


ITY 
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beſide all other reaſons make us to pray to God,/and to deſire 
you , andallthat love the honour of Chriſt , and the peace 


of theſe Kirks and Kingdomes, heartily to- endeavour , 


that there might be m both Kirks, one Confeſſion, one = 
Directory for publicke worſhip, one Carechiſme, and one 


| Forme of Kirk- government. Andif the Lord who hath 


done great things for us, ſhall be pleaſed to hearken unto our 
rad and to accept of our endeavours, we ſhall not only 
have a ſure foundation for a durable Peace, bur ſhall be 
ſtrong in God , againſt the rifing or ſpreading of Hereſie 
and Schiſme amongſt our ſelves , and of inyalton from for- 
raine enemies. 

Concerning the diffierent Formes of Kirk-government » 
projected by ſundrie forts of men , robe ſetup in place of 
Epiſcopall Hierarchie z which wecrult is brought neac unto. 


| 1ts period, . we muſt confeſſe, that wears not a little grieved 


that any godly Miniſters and Brethren ſhouli be found, who 
doe nor agree with other Reformed Kirks in re point of go- 
vernmentas well as1n the matrer of Doctrine and worthip 3 
and that we wantnort our own feares, that where rhe hedge 
of Diſcipline and Government 1« different, the Doctrine and 


- Worſhip ſhall not long contitnne the ſame wighour change : 


yet doe not marvell much, that particular Kirks and Con= 
gregations whichlive in ſuch places » as that rhey can con- 
ventently have no dependencie upon ſuperiour Afﬀemblies , 
ſhould ſtand for a kind of independencie and ſupremacte in - 
themſelves, they not conſidering that ina nation or King- 


* dome, profeſling the ſame Religion, the government of rhe 


Kirk by compound Presbyteries and Synods is a help and 
ſtrength, and nota hinderance or prejudice ro paiticular 
Congregations and Elderſhips, in all the parts of K1rk-go-, 
vernment; andthar Presbyteriesand Synods are nor an ex- 
trinſecall power ſet over particular Kirks , like nato Epit- 


, copal dominion, they being no more to be reputed extrinie- 


cal unto the particular Kirks, nor the power of a Parlioment, 
or Convention of Eftates , where tbe Shiresand Cirics have 
rheir own Delegates , is to be held extrinſFcal ro any partt- 
gular Shireor Grp, "ou 


Our 
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Our unanimous judgement and uniforme prattice, is } © 

thar according to the order of the Reformed Kirks , arid 
_ the ordinance of God inhis Word , ner onely the ſolemne 
execution of Ecclefiaftical power and authoritie, but the 
whole acts and exerciſe thereof, do properly belong unto 
the Officers of the Kirk; yet ſo that in matrers of chicfeſt 
importance, the racite conſent of the Congregation be had, 
before their decrees and ſentences receive final execution, 
andthat the Officers of a particular Congregation , may not . 
exerciſe this power independently , bur with ſubordination 
uats greater Presbyteries and Synods, Provincial and Na« 
tienal : Which as they are repreſentative of the particular 
Karks conjoyned together in one under their government 3 
fotheir determination , when they proceed orderly z whe- 
therin cauſes comman to all , or many of the Kirks , orin 
cauſes brought before them by appellations or references 
from rhe inferiour, in the cafe of aberation of the tnferiour, 
xs tothe ſeveral Congregations authoritative and obligatorie 
and nor conſultatory only: And this dependencie and ſub- 
@rdination - we conceive not only to be warranted by the 
Ight of nature, which dorh direct the Kirk in ſuch things 
23S are common to other ſociertes , or to be a prudential way 
for Reformation , and for the preſervation of Trurh and 
Peace againſt Schiſme , Herefie , and Tyranny , which is 
the {weet fruits of this government whereſoever in harh 
place; and which we have found in ancient and late expe- 
Tience; bur alſo ro be grounded upon the Word of God , 
and to be conforme to the paterne of the Primitive and A=- 
ohical Kirks: And withour which, neither could the 
trks in this K15gdome have been reformed , nor were we 
able for any time to preſerve Truth and}Unity amongſt us. 
In this forme of Kirk - government , our unanimity and 
harmony by the mercy of God , iso full and perfect, rhar 
all the Members of this Aſſembly have declared themſelves 
to be: of one heart, and of one ſoule, and tobe no leſſe 
pegriſwaded, thar it is of God, then thar Epiſcopal govern-. 
ment 1s of men; reſolving bythe grace of God, to hold 
the ſame conſtantly all the dayes of our life , and heartily - 
wiſhing that God wenld bleſls all the Chriſtians Kirks fo 
: | >, Hu 
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pecially the famous Kirk of England, unto whichin all other 
reſpeAs we are ſo nearly joyned with this divine Forme of 
government. Thus having briefly and plainly given our 
judgement for your farisfaction, and defiring and hoping 
that ye will beleeye againſt all mis-reports, that we know net 
ſ6 much as one man, more or lefle eminent amongſt us, ef a 
difterent judgement, we commend you unto, the richegof 
the grace of Chriſt , who will perfect that which he had bee 
gun amongſt you , to yoric unſpeakable comfort. : 
Subſcribe&by our Moderator and Clerk, | 

Edinburgh g. Auptſt, 1641. 


— 


— 


—— 


The Aſemblies Anſwer to the Kings 
' MajeFlies Letter. | 


Moſt gracious Soveraign, | 

Efide the conſcience of that duetie which we owe to ſus 

preme Authority, we are not only fencouraged, bue 
confirmed by the Royal favour and Princely munificence 
expreſſed in Your gracious Majeſties Lerters , which filled 
our hearts with joy , and our mouths with praiſe, tooffer 
up our prayers with the greater fervencie ro God Almighrie 
for your Majeſties happineſſe, our (elves. for our own parts , 
and for the whole Kirks of this your Majeſties Kingdome, 
which we doe repreſent , *to ſerve Your Majeſtie in all} 


' humble obedience , our faithful labours for preſerving 


Tructh and Peace amongſt all Your Majeſties Subjects, an 
our example ( according to Your Majeſties juft command- 


ments laid upon us) to be apreſedent to 'others in paying 


that honour , which by all Lawes divine and humane, is due 
unto Your ſacred Majeitic , being confident that your Ma. 
jeſtie ſhall finde at your coming hicher much more ſatisſath- 
on and content then can exprefled by 
Your Majefties moft humble Subje#s and faubful 
Servants,the Miniſters ard Elders met t 
{ in the venerable Aſſembly at St. Andrews, * 
*uly 20 « and Edinburgh, Fuly 27. _— 
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AF anent the Kirk of Campheir. 


He which day a mo-ion was made in the Aſſembly , that 

it ſeemed expedient for correſpondencie that might be 
had from forraigne parts, for the weal of this Kirk , That 
the Scots Kirk at Campheir were joyned to the Kirk of Scot= 
Hand, as a Member thereof : Which being ſeriouily 
thought upon and conſidered by the Aſſembly . they ap - 
proved the motion, and ordained Maſter Robert Baillie Mi- 
niſter at C:winnng,to write-to Maſter William Spang Viniiter 
at Campheir , and Kirk - Seſſion thereof , willing them to 
ſend their Miniſter , and a ruling Elder, inſtructed with a 
Commiſion tothe next General Aſſembly to be holden ar St 
Andrews , the laſt Wedneſday of Fuly 1642. atwhich time 
they thoula be inrolledin the Books of the General Afſem- 
bly , as the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of Scot- 
land ; from the Scots Kirk at Camphezt. 


—_—_— 
—_— — 
"——_— 


T He Aſſembly appoints the next General Aﬀembly to 
be holden at St. Andrews, the laff Wedneſday of 
July next, 1642+ | 
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Conveened at S. Andrews, Zuly 2.7. 1642. 


ACtSefl. 1. 27. Fuly 1642. 
The Kings Letter to the Generall Afembly , preſented 


by His Majeſties Commiſſioner , the Earle of 
Dumfermling , July 27. 1642, 


CnaRLES R. | 


P=I&N the midſt of Ourgreat and weighty affaires of 
&S{ Our other kingdoms, which God Almighty, who 
» 15 privie to Onr Intentions, and in whom We 


SHE reaceable concluſion , We arenot unmindfull of 
that duetie which we owero thatOur ancientand nativeKing- 
dome, and to the Kirks there , now met rogether by their 
Commisſioners ina Nartionall Aſſembly. God whoſe Vice- 
gerent We are , hath made Usa King ever divers Kingdo=- 
mes , and We haveno _ deſire, nor deſfigne , but to 

govern them by their own Lawes , and the Kirks in them by 
their own Canons and Conſtitutions. ' Where any thing 1s 
found rebe amifle, We will endeayout a Reformation 1n 2 

fair and orderly way ; and where a Reformation is ſettled, 


\ | Wereſolye,with that authoritie wherewithGod hathin yeſted | 


Us, to maintain and defend itin peace and libertie, againk 
; V 


RP | 
ht. Af 


CU truſt, willin his owntime bring to a withed and 


- 
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2]/troubre that can come ſrom without, and again? all Hergs 
ftes, Sects, and Schi mes which maey arie from w:thin, 
Nor do We defire any thing more ia that Kingdom ( and 
when We ſhall Hear of it, it ſhill be a delighr and matcer of 
gladneſfle unfo Us) then thztthe Goſpel be faithfully pre- 
ached threnghou: the whole Kingdom, to the outmoit skirty 
and borders ther-of. Knowing that ro be the mean of ho- 
nour to God, of happineſſe to the people, and of true obee 
dicn;ero Us, » And for thiseffe&t, thir holy andable men 
be pur tn places of the Min ſtery, an that S: hooles and Col- 
ledges may flonyſh'in Learning and trhe Pictie» Some 
' things for advancing of thoſe engs, We didof Qur own ace 
cord promiſe in Our Letters to the Jatt Aﬀembly, and 


...We make your {:lves Judges who where wi nes(es to 


Our Actions, while We were there in Peiſfon , whes 
th-r we did not perform them both inthe point of p: eſenta« 
ions which are in our hands, and in the liberal] proviſion of 
all the Uriverfities and Colledges of the Kingdome, not 
© enly above that which ary of Our Progenitors had done 
before Us; bur alſo above your owne hopes and expecta- 
tion. Wedoe not rake commemoration of ht» Our B-ne- 
ficence, eitherro pleaſe Our e!res, or toſtop the influence 
of Our Rov:1! geodnefle and Bounr'e for afrerward; bur that 
by theſzreall demon!trations of Our unfained defires and des» 
light ro do good, ycu may bethe more confident to expet 
from Us, wharſozverin Juſtice We can grant, or what wa 


| be expedient for you ro obtaine. We have given exprelie | 


chargero Our Commiſſioner , to ſe* that allthings bz done 
there orderly and peaceably, as if We wer? preſent in Our 
Own Perſon; not doubting but in thankfulnefſ2 for yourl 
_ preſent eſtate and condition , you will abſtaine from eveiy 

ching that may make anv nzw diſtu. bance , and that you wil 


be more wiſe then to be the enemies of your own Peace, | 


which would bur ſtumble otbers, and ruine your ſelves: 
We have alſo commanded Our Commilioner to receive 
from you your juſt-and reaſona'le deſires > for what may 
farther ſerve for the good of Religion , that raking them re 


Our conſideration , We may omit nothing waich may wa ; 


RESIE 
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Þ | nesſ: Us tobe indeeda nurſing Father of that Kirk , whes 
's | ren We were bornand _ zed , andthar if ye benor haps | 
d | py , you may blame not Us, but yourſelves; And now 

f | what doe Weaguin require'af you , bur that which other<' - 
- | wiſeyou'owe to Us as your Soveraighe Lofd and King, ever 

's | thatye pray for Our proſperitieand the peace of Our Kings 

- | &omes, thatye uſe the beſt meanes tokeep'Our Peoplein' 
= | obediencero Us and Ouf L:awes, whictydoth very _ 
o | jn Our perſonall abſence from that Our Kingdome deper 


=" | upon your preachipg , and your owne examplary Ivyalrie 
C and fairhfulneſſe , and that againft all ſuch jealouſies » ſuſpi-- 
- tions and finiſter rumors as are too frequetrit in theſe rimes ; 
d | and have been often falſified in time paſt, by-the reality 
0 | of the contrary events : Ye judge Usand 'Qur profeſſions 
» | byOuractions, which we truſt through God indeſpight of. 
- | malice ſhall ever go on in a conſtant way: for the good of 
f | Religion , and the weal of Our Pcople , which is the 
t | Chicteſttof Our intentions and deſires» And thus We bid 
© | you farewell. Given at Our Court at Leiceſter, the 23. of '4 
ty, I642. | 


E To Our truſly and wel beloved the Gen-rall 
]- Aſemvly m our Kingdom of Scotland 


: conveened at S; Andrews 

y ' AG for bringing in of the Synode Books yeerly ; 4 
y to the General Aſcemblies. 

» | *FÞ' He Moderator calling ts minde that which was forpots 

» & ten'iinthepreceeding Seſſiotis, the examination of the 


e | Proviaciat'Books, caaſed call the Rolt of the Provigciall 
y | Aſemblies, And the Aﬀembly finding very few Provinces 
o || to haveſenttheir Books to this Aſſembly , notwith(fanding . 
r | Of the ordinance of the former Aſſembly thereatienr', for 0 
the moxe exact obedience of =_—_ ordinance hereafter ; A 


+ 
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the Aſſembly in one voyce ordaines, That the Books of eye- 4 
ty Provincial Aſſembly ſhall be brought and produced to 
every General Afſembly': And that this may beiperformed » | 


ordaines that every Clerk of rhe Previncials , either bring 


er ſend the ſaid Books yearly to the General Aﬀemblies, by 


the Commiſſioners ſent tothe Aſſemblies, from theſe Pres- 
byteries where the Clerks refide. Which charge the Aﬀem- 
bly alſo layes upon. the ſaid Commiſſioners , ſent from the 
aids Presbyreries where the Clerks reſide, ay and while 
ſome meanes be provided , whereby the Clerks charges may 
be ſuſtained for coming with rhe ſaids Books themſelves: 
And that under the pain of deprivation of the Clerk , un 


caſe of his neglect, and of ſuch cenſure of the ſaids Come, 
miſſioners, in caſe of their negle& as the Aſſembly ſhall. 


think convenient . | 


—— 


AG Sef. Je Augu I. I642- 
AT anent the chooſing of KirkSeſſions. 
A Nenr the queſtion moved to the Afembly , Concerning 


A the eleion of Kirk Seflions» The Aﬀembly ordaines 
the old Seffion to eleGt the new Seffion both in Burgh and 


Land. And that if any place ſhall yaik in the Seſſion cho- 


ſen , by death or otherwiſe, rhe preſent Seſſion ſhall have 
the election of the perſon to fill the vacand roome. 


O—— is —_ 


Seff. 6. 2. «duguſt 1642. _ 


The Report of the Interpretation of the AG at | 


Edinburgh,  azent iryal of Miniſters. 


TX meaning of the foreſaid At, is nor thatanatual 
Miniſter to be tranſported , fhall be tried agaig by ths 

tryals appointed for trying of Exper ons , attheirentry to. 
the Miniſtery , accordiog to the Acts of the Kirk 3 bur - 5 
y 


—— ——— 
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y that he bringing a Teſtimonial of his former tryals,' and 
of his abilities, and conyerſation , from the Presbyrerie 
fiom whence he comes, and giving ſuch farisfattiog rorhe * 


Parochiners Presbyrerie whereto he comes 1n preaching , as 


the Presbyrterie finds his gifs - fir and anſwerable for the 
condition and diſpoſition of the Congregation , whergto” 
he is preſented. Becauſe , according to the Actof the Af 
ſembly 1596. reuewed ar Glaſgow , iome thatare micetfor 
the Miniſtery 1n ſome places , are nor meet for all alike : 
And Univeriities, Towns and Burghs , andplaces offNg« 
blemens reſidence , or frequencie of Papiits, and other 
reat ard eminent Congregations » ang 1m ſundry other ca- 
A , require men of greater abilities , nor will be required 
neceſſarily in the plan: ing of all private fmall Paroches , rhe 
leaving of the conſideration of theſe caſes unto the judge= 
ment and conſideration of the Presbyterie , was the only 
intention of the Act. | ne 4.1 
The Afiembly approves the meaning aud interpregation foreſaid y 
0 pacdl the faid A SR ten &;. eLlaicney' 
tion, to ſtand i force, and to have uhe ſtrength of an AE 
and ordinance of Aſiembly in all time coming. ' PE 2 


? . 
—— ——_— 
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AcaSell. 7. 3. Auguſt 1642. 


AF anent the order for making Lifts tro His CHaje® 


ſtie, and other Patrons for Preſentations; The 
order. of tryal of Expetiants, and for 
trying rhe quality of Kirks . 


Orſameikle as His Majeftie was gracioufly p! afed in His 
| Anf\ver to the Peririon , tendiedbythe Commitiioners 
of the late Aſſembly ro His Majettie , ro declare and pro= 
miſe, for the better nope. of vaiking Kirks at'His Ma- 
Jeſties Preſentation with qualified Miniſters”, to preſent one 
out of a lift of fix perſons , ſent ro His Majeſtie fromthe 


Þ Presbyreries wherein the vaiking Kirk lyeth , as His Maje- 
|| ſties Declaration, Ggned with his "iq hand at ice he R 
< ; -the 
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the 3. of Zanary laſt, regiſtrate in the books of Aﬀembly, | 


this day at lengrh beares. . And ſuchlike whereas the Lords 
of Exchequer upona Petition preſented to them by - rhe - 
Commuſlioners of rhe Generall Aſſembly , and the Procu- 
rator and Agent forthe Kitk repreſenting rwo Prejudices; 


one, thatgifts obtained from His Majeſtic of Patronages of {| 


Kirks, at His Preſentation were paſling the Exchequer ,. 


without rhe qualification and proviſion of a Liſt , wherewith 
His Majeſtic was pleaſed to reſtrict himſelf; and the other, 
that ſome were ſceking gittsof patronage of Biſhop-Kirks , 
which are declared to belong to Presbyteries ,, to be planted 
by two Acts of the late Parhament, The ſaids Lords have 
ordained that no ſignator , containing gif:s of patronages 
from His Majeſtie, ſhall paſſe hereafter , bur witha ſpzciall 
proviſion that the ſame ſhall be lyable to the tenor of His Ma- 
jeſties 91d Declaration. Ordaining alſs rhe Procurator & A-. 
gent of the Kirk to beadvertiſedz& to have place to ſec all lige 
nators whatſoever, containing any patronage, to the effed 
ny may repreſent the intereſt of the Kirk theieinzas the ſaid 
AXt of the date the 27.0f 7ans laſt, regiltrare alſo in theBooks 
ofAfembly,this day at length beares. Therefore thatthe ſaids 
Kirks which now are, or which were at His Majefties pre- 
fentationthe ſaydthird day of January laſt , may be the better 
provided withable Miniſters, when the ſamine ſhall vail» 
The Afembly ordaines thar-hereafter every Presbyrterie 
ſhall give up yearly a Roll of the ableſt of their Expectants, 
ro their Synods;and that the Synods ſeleCt outof theſe Rolls 
- ſuch perſons whom they in certain knowledge judge mot it 


for the'Miniſtrie-and worthieſt of the firſt place, With Pow* 


er tothe Synods to adde oralter theſe Rolls given by the 
Presbyrteries,as they thinke reaſonable: And that the Synods 
ſhall ſend the Rolls made by them in rhis manner,tothe next 
Generall Aﬀembly, who ſhallalſo examine the Rolls of the 
Synods, and adde oralter the ſame as ſhall b: chought expes 
- dient- Which Roll made by the Generall Afembly , ſhall be 


ſent ro every Presbyterie,& that the Presbyrerie, with con. 


ſent of the moſt or beſt part of theCongregation,ſhall make: 
Liſt of fix perſonswilling to accept of the preſentation out 0 
th:tRoli of:heAflembly,upon every occaſion of vacation 


ay 
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| any Kirk within their bounds, and ſhall ſend the ſamine,roge 


e. | ther with a blank preſentation 2 The which (if His Majeſty* 


be Patron to the racant Kirk ) ſhall be ſent by the ſaid Pro- 
curator and Agent, to ſuch as the Commiſſioners of the Ge= 
of | nerall Aſſembly,” orin their abſencerhe Presbyterie of Edan- 
| Smrgh: ſhall direct and think at rhar rime moſt able and willing 
th | 20 0brain the preſentation , to be ſigned andfilled up by His 
r. | Maj.choiſe of one of the Liſt. Andifthe vacant Kirk be of a 
*'| Patronage diſponed by His Majeſty fince the 3. of 7anury , 
4 | in thatcaſe either the Presbyteries themſelves ſhall ſenda 
ve | Liſt offix perſons in maner aforeſaid, with a blank preſen- 
tation tothe Patron,to be filled up by his choiſe, &ſub{cribed 
1 | or fend the ſamine to rite faids Officers of the Kirk robe con- 
4. | veyed by them to the Patron of the yaiking Kirk,as the Pres= 
a. | byterie ſhall thick moſt expedient. Iris alwayes declared, 
Si that this order ſhall be without prejudiceto thePresbyreries, 
Q | with conſent foreſaid , to put actual Miniſters upon the ſaid 
id | Liſt of fix perſons,ro be ſentro the Patron of the ſaid vaiking 
ks | Kirks, if they pleaſe. And leaft that the nomination of Expe- 
ds | ftants by Presbyreries, Synods, or Asſemblies; in their Rolls 
e. | orLiſts for2faid, be mis-interpreted,as though theExpeRants: 
J nominated in theſe Rolls and Liits , were thereby holden & 
k, 4 acknowledzed ro be qualified, which 1s nor the intention of 
the Aſſembly, who rather think,that in reſpeC& ofthis Order, 
here ſhould bea more exact rryal of Expectants then before: 
j}s | - Xherefore tne Aſſembly ordaines,that noExpetants ſhall be - 
ft | paton the Ro] or Liſts above-mentioned, bur ſuch as have 
| been uportthe publike exerciſe,at the lcaft by the ſpace of half 
he | ayear, or longer,as the Presbyrerie ſhall finde neceſſary. And 
df ſuchlike ordatnes, that hereafter none be adnutted to the pu - 
xt Þlike exerciſe, before rhey,be tried _—— the tryal ap- 
he o_ forExpectantrs, at their entrie rorhe Miniſteriein the 
atzAſſembly at Glaſgow, in the 24-Article of theAR of the 23» 
Seſſion thereof: which tryall « the Aſſembly appoints tobe 
- taken of everyExpeCtant, before his admiſſion to the publike. 
exerciſe. . And ſuchlike ordaines , That the ſaminetryall 
{6211 be again taken immediatly before their admiſſion ro the 
4 Miniſterie, together with their triall mentionzd in theadvice 
J. 2flome Brethren deputed ſor penning the: corruptions = 
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the Miniltery , approven inthe ſaid Alt of the Generaf]. Age 
ſembly atGl/aſpow. And becauſe thar Kirks of the patrona- 
es foreſaids , will vaik before the Rolls and Liſts be made 


- up by the Presbyreries , Synods , andGenerzll Aﬀemblies, 


in manner foreſaid : Therefore in the mnrerim the Aﬀſembly 
prdains the Commiſſioners of every Presbyrterie here preſent, 
ro giveina Lift of theableſt Expectants within their bounds, 
the morn, tothe Clerk of the Asſcmbly , that the Asſeme 
bly may ont of theſe Roils , make a Lift ro be ſent roevery 
Pre$bytrerie: Out of which the Presbyrteriea ſhall make a Liſt 
of fix perſons, withconlent foreſaid,and (end the ſamine upon 
wacancie of anryChurgh within rieir bounds, tegether witha 
preſentation ro His Majettie , or any other patron » in man- 

ner foreſaid. And becauſe the Procurator and Agent of the 

Kirk cannotger fufficient info; mation to theLords of Exche- 

guer:aneftthe Right and Intereſt of the Kirk, and Presbyte- 

1resin Kirks, whereof gifts of patronages may bepreſented 

rothe Exchequer: Therefore the Aſſembly ordaines for their 
betterinformation hereanent thar every Presþyterie , with 
all diligence, n(e all meanes of exatt tryall of the nature and 
quaiirie of all Kirks within their bour.ds , 2s what Kirks be- 

long the Kings Majeſties patronage, whar to other Laick pas» 
tronages» what Kirks of 01d were planted by the Presbytes 

ries, and what by Prelates , and Biſhops, before the As» 

ſembly atGlaſgow 1638. what bath been the way and time of 
rhe change of the planting and providing of the Kirks» ifany 

have been changed orany other thing concerning the nature 

and qualitie of every Kirk within their bounds, and ro ſend 

the ſame to tle Procurator of the Kirk with all diligence. 


AF quent Lifts for the Kirks inthe 
High-lanas. | 


. eg He Afﬀembly confidering tharin Argyle, and in other pla 


ces of the 1745 language, there wil nocbe gotten ſi x;ex- 

ctants able to ſpeak rhar langueage , And rhetfore the Aſ« 
bly 1,hopefull, that in theſe fiugular caſes, His Majeſtic 
will be pleaſed for Kirks vacand in the Fighlqnds , to _ 


v -. 


eAſcembly » 1642. 019 
Of: Liſt of ſo many expettants as can be had , able to ſpeak 
the Irich language... And rhe Commiſiioners Grace promiſeth 
to recommend it to His Mayzeſtie. ' pat 


— 


Overtures againſt Papiſts , non-Communt= 
cants, and profaners of the Sabbath. 


i BG Aſſembly would draw up a Supplication to be preſen2 - 
*® red by the Commiſſioners of the. Presbyerie of Edinburgh 
to the Councell at their firſt meeting , for the due executien 
of the Aﬀts of Parliamentand Councell againſt Papiſts, whe- 
rein it will be ſpecially craved , that the Exchequer ſhould 
be the Intromettors with the Rents of theſe who are excom- 
munieate, and that from the Exchequer the Presbyterie may 
receive that portion of the confiſcate goods, which the Law 
appoints to be imployed ad pros uſus. | 
Lf, Every Presbyterie would conveenat their firſt meet= 
ing , all known Papiſts in their bounds, and require them 
to pur ou: of their company , all friends and ſervants who 
are Popiſh within one moneth : Alſo within that ſame 


| ſpace, togive their children , ſons and daughsers, who are 


above ſeyen yeers old, to be educate art rheir charges, by 
ſuch of their Proteſtant friends , as the Presbyrterie thall ap- 
prove, and finde ſufficient caution for bringing home.with= 


' 1n three monerhs ſuch of their children who are without 


the Kingdom, to be educate in Schooles and Colledges ar 


the Presbyreries ſight; to finde caution likewiſe of their 
<-> 9 from Maſſe , and the company of all Jeſuirs and 
rieſts, | 
ITI, Tharall, of whatſoever rank or degree, who re= 


 fuſero give ſatisfadtion in every one of the foreſaid Articles, 
ſhall be procefſed withour any deiay ; but thoſe who give 


ſatisfaction, ſhall be dealt with in all- meekneſle , after this 
manner : The Pretbyrteries ſhall appoinc ſuch of their num- 
ber as they ſhall find fitteſt to confer with them ſo frequently - 
asrhe Brethren are able ro attend , until the midſt of Ofber 
next, againſt which'rime, if they be nor willing to goto 
Church , they ſhall give affurance to go and dwell in the 
H 4 SO >; 
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next adjacent Univerſity Town , whether Fdinburgh , Glaf: 
-gow , St. Andrews, or Aberdene, from: Novembhr 1. to the 
Tait of March , where thay ſhall attend all rhe diers of confe- 
rence which the Profeſſors and Miniſters of the bounds ſhall 
appoint to them : By which, jfthey be nor converted, their 
obſtinacy ſhill be declaredin the Provincial Syuods of April, 
and fram thence their Proceſle ſhallgo on to the very cloſure 
MI any farther delay. Rt 
IV. Thatevery Presbyterie , as they will be anſwerable 
ro the next General Aſſembly , be careful ro do their dutie 
wallthe premities. * * © 
'" V. Tharthere be given preſently by the Members of this 
reſent Aſſembly unro thz' Commiſſioners of the Presby= 
terie of Edinburgh , a Liſt of all: excommunicate Papiſts 
they know, and of all Papiſts who have children educate 
abroad, that they may be preſented, together with our Sup- 
| plication ro the Councel , attheir firſt firing. ' |, 
*"'YT. That the Counzel may be ſupplicare for an AR, that 
 - in no Regiment which goes out of the Kingdom, any Papiſts 
og beat office, and that theColonel be required to tinde caution 
for this effe& , befote he receive the Councels warrant for | 
levying any Souldiers : Alſo thar he finde caution for the 
anaintaining ofa Miniſter, and keeping ofa Seflionin his Re. 


iment. | 
'* Ttom, The Aſſembly would enjoyn every Presbyterieta 
proceed z2gainſt Non - communicants , whether Papiſts or 
pthers, according ro the Act of Parliament madethereanent. 
And fuchlike, thar Acts of Parliameut againſt prophaners 
of the Sabbath be pur to execution. | 


The #*fiembly approves the Overtures foreſaid , and ordains 
' Presbytertes to put the ſamine to execution with all diligence: 
And that. the Commiſſioners of every Presbyterie give in 4 
Lift of the excommunicate Papiſts within their bounds, and 
of Papiſts ebildren out of the countrey to the Clerk, that the 
Jame may be preſented to the Councel by the Commuſſioners of 
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Af anent the joyning of the Presbyterie of 
| Sky to the Synode of © + M4 


ye General Aſſembly having conſidered the whole pra- 
K ceedingsof the Commiſſioners of the late General Aſ- 
ſombly holden at Edinburgh, anent the reference made to 
them concerning the Presbyrerie of Sky, rogether with rhe 
whole reaſoris pro C9 contra in the ſaid marter, after mature 
deliberation have rarified 2nd approved , and by theſe pre- 
ſents ratifie and approve the Sentence of the faids Commite 
| honers thereinr!), And further ordains the ſaid Presbytery 
of Sky » and all the Miniſters and Elders thereof, to keep the 
meetings of the Provincial Aſſembly of Argyle, wherethey 
- ſhall happen to be appointed in ail time coming, ſuchlike as 
any other Presbyterie within the bounds of the ſaid Pro- 
vince of Argyle uſes todo: And thar the ſamine Presbyre= 
rie be in all :1me hereafter within the Jurisdiction of the faid | 
Provincial Aſſembly , without any. turther queſtion ro be 
made thereanenr, 


— —————c cs, & 


Seff. 8. 3. Auguf? , pofteMeridiem. 
© The Supplication of this Aſſembly rothe 
KINGS MAJESTES: 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Maj. the hearty 
Thankſgiving, and bumble Petition of the General 
| Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland ,- met t. 
St. Andrews » July 27. 1642. 


C NUr hearts were filled with greatjoy and gladnefſe at the 
hearing of Your Majeſties Letter', which was read 

' once and again in face of the Aﬀembly , every line thereof 
_ aUmoſteither rexpreſling ſuch affeRtion tothe Reformed Re- - 
ligion , and ſuch Royal carc of us , as we conlg require 
74 | Hi = 


122 Tbe Generall 


from aChniſtian Prince; or requiring ſuch neceſſary duties 
fromus, as we are bound to performe as Miniſtersof rhe 
Goſpel, and ChriftianSubje&ts: For which , as ſolemne 
thanks were given by the Moderator of the Aſſembbly , ſo 
do we all with one voice in all humility, preſent unto 
Your M1jcſtie the thankfulnefle of our hearts, with our ear- 
neſt prayers to God for your Majcſties proſperity , and the 
peace of Your Kingdoms, that Your Majeſtze may be indeed 
a nurſing Father to all the Kirks of Chrift in Your Maj. Do- 
minions; & eſpecially ro the Kirk of Scetland, honoured with 
Your Birth and Bapti'me: Promiſing our moſt ſerions indea- 
vours by doctrineand life, toadvance the Goſpel of Chriſt,& 
and to keep the people in our charge in Unity and Peacey 
andin all loyalty and obedience to Your M:jeſtic and Your 
Laws. ' Your Majeſties commands to Your Commiſſioner , | 
the Earle of Dumfermling , to receive from usour juſt and | 
zeaſonable dufires for whar may further ſerve for the good of 
Religion here, the fayours which we have received already, 
and.Y our Maj. deſires and delight to do good', exprefled in 
YourLetter,are as many enceuragements us,to take thebola- 
neſſe inall humility to preſent unto Your Majeſtie ( beſide 
the particulars.recommended to Your Majefties Commilito- 
ner) one thing, which for the preſent is the chifelt of all 
Our defires,as ſerving moſtfor the glory of Chriſt', for Your 
Majeitics Honour and Comfort ; and not onely for the good 
of Religion here, bur for the true happinefſe and peace of 
all Your Mzjeſtes Dominions ; which is no new motion, 
but the proſecution of that ſame by the Commiſſioners of 
this Your Majeſties Kingdom in che lare Treatic, and which 
Your Majeſtie , with advice of both houſes of Parliament, 
did approvein theſe words : To their deſire concerning unitie m 
Religen and unsfyrmitieof Church government , as aſpeciall meanes 
ef conſerving of Peace betwixe the two Kingdoms , upon the grounds 
and reaſons contained in the Paper of the x0 of March , givenmto 
the Treatyand Parliamantof England : Ir is anſwered upon the 
x5 of fune , That his Maieſiie , with advice of both Houſes of Par- 
Tiament, doth approve of the afſefion of His SubjeRts of gcotland, mn 
their deſire of baving tbe conforminy of Church-government , betwixt 
the two Nations , - and 45 the Parliament bath already taken a yu 
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fideration the refarmation of Church government, ſo they will proceed 
therein in due'time, as shall beſt cmduce to the glory of God , the 
Peace of the Church, and of both Kzngdoms , 11: of June 1641. 


'Tu Our An? *r roa Declaration ſent by the now Commiliioe 


ners of this Kingdom from both Houſes of Parliament , we 
have nor, onely preſſed this point of unity in-Relig;on and 
Un iformiry of Church -ſgovernment , asa meane of a firme 
and durable union berwix t the two Kingdomes , andwithe 
out which former experiences put us out of hope leng to en 
joy the puritie of rhe Goſpel with Peace ,. butalſo have ren- 
dred the reaions ef our hepes and confidence, as from other 
conſiderations , {ſo frgm Y our Majelties late Letter to this 
Asſembly , that Your Majeſtie in a happy cenjundtion with 
che Houſes of Parliament - will be pleaſed tro ſettle this bleſ- 
ſed Refarmarion , with ſo earneſtly defired a Peace in all 
Your Dominions, And therfore we Your Majeſties moſt 
loving Subjects, in name of the whole Kirks of Seveland, re 
preſented by ns, upon the knees of our hearts, do. moſt 
humbly and earneſtly beg , that Your Majeſty inthe deep of 
Your Kayall Wiſdom, and from Your affection to the true 


| Religlon , andthe Peace of Your Kingdoms , may be mo= 


ved te conſider, that the God of Heaven and Earth is calling 
for this Reformationat Yonr hands, and that as you are his 
Vice-gerent » ſo Yov may behis prime Inſtrument init. Ifir 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord (which 1s our defire and hope ) thac 
this blesſed unitie in Religion and Uniformity in Govern- 
ment ſhall be brought about; Your Majeſties Conſcience,in 
peforming of ſo great a dutie': ſhall be a well - ſpring of com- 
fort ro Your Self, Your memory ſhall be a ſweet favour, and 


| Your name renowed to all following generations. Andif 


theſe unhappy commotions and diviſions ſhall end in this 
peace and unity ; then it ſhallappeare in the Providence of 
God, they were bur the noyſe of many waters, andthe voyce 
of a grearthunder before the voyce of harpers harping with 
their barps » which ſhall fill this whole Iland with meloite] 
and mirth , and the name of it ſhall be, THE LORD 
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The Declaration of the Parkament of Eng- 


land, ſen; to the Aſſembly, wa 


*He -Lords and Commons in this preſent Parliament a{- 
'* ſembled, finding to their great grief, that the diſtraRtions 
of this Kingdome dayly increaſe , and that the wicked 
Counnlſelsand practiſes of a malignent party amongſt us (if 
God prevent them nor ) are like to caſt this nation intoblond 
and contuſion , To reſtifie to all the World hew earneſtly 
they defire ro avoid. a Civill Warre , they have addrefled 
themfelves in an humble Supplication to His Majeſtic , for 
| the prevention thereof, A Copy of which their petition, 
they have thought fit ro ſend ai this time to the National Aſ- 
ſembly of the Church of Scotland, to the inrent that that 


Church and Kingdome ( whereunto'rhey are united by ſo. 


many and ſo near bounds and tyes, as well Spiritual as Civil) 
may {te chat the like minde 15 now in them , that formerly 
appeared to be in.that Nation. And that they are astender 
of rhe effuſion of Chriſtian bloud on the one fide, as they are 
-. zealous on the other fide of a due Reformation both in 
Church and Stare. In which work, whileſt they were la- 
- bouring, they have been interrupted by the plots and pra- 
Qiſes of a malignant party of Papiſts, and ill + affeCted per- 


- ſons, eſpecially of the corrupt and disfolute Clergy , by - 


the incicement and inftigation of Biſhops, and others, 
whoſe avarice and ambition being not able to bear the Re- 
formation endeayoured by the Parliament , they have la- 
boured ( as we can expeCct little berter fruit from ſuch 
trees ) to kindle a flame, and raiſe a combuſtion within 
the bowels of this Kidgdom : Which if by our humble 
ſupplication to His Majeſty it may be prevented , and 
. that according to our earneſt defire therein , all Force and 
Warlike preparations being laid afide , we may rerurne toa 

eaceable parliamentary proceeding, We do not donbt 
[uo that by rhe blefling of Almighry God upon our endea- 
vours , we ſhall ſettle the marters borh1n Church and State » 
* tothe encreaſe of His Majeſties honour and State, the peace 
and profperitie of this Kingdgme , and eſpecially to the 
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glory of God., by rhe adyancement. of the rrue Religion , 


ard ſuch a Reformation of the Church, as ſhall be moſt agre- 


able to Gods Word, Our of alwhich there will allo moſt 
- undoubredly reſult a moſt firme & ſtable Union between the 
two Kingdomes of England and Scotland , which according 


to our Proteftation , we ſhall by all good wayes and meancy, 
upon all occaſions , labour to preſerve and maintarn , 
|  Subſeribitur 
John Brown, Cler. Pal. 
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The Aſemblies anſwer to the Declaration of 
the Parliament of England, + 


TJ Generall Aſſembly -ofche Kirk of Scorland,, having re 

ceived a Declaration ſent unto them by the Commiilia« 
ners of this Kingdome , niow at London , from the Honoue 
rable Houſes of the Parliament of Eng/and » exprefling there 
care to preyentthe effuſion of Chriftian blond 1n that Kings 


. dome, and their affe&tions ro Reformation both in Kirk and 


' State, and having take the ſame to ſuch conſideration as the 
importance of ſo weighty matters » and the high eſtimation 
they have of ſo wiſe and honourable a meetingas is the Par- 
liamenr of Exgl»nd , did require 3 have with univerfall con- 
ſetr reſolved upon this following Anſwer. | 

I. Thar from the recentſenſe of fthe gaodnefſe of God, 
in their own late deliverance, and from their carneſt defire 


of all happineſſe ro our native King and that Kingdome; they 


bleſſe the Lord for preſerying them inrhe midft of fo many 
unhappy diviſions and troubles from a bioudy InteftineWar, 
which 15 fiom God the greateſt Judgement, and ts ſucha . 
nation the compend of all calamitizs. They alſo give. God 
thanks for their former and preſent deſires ofa Reformarion, 
eſpecially of Religion , which is the glory and ſtrength ofa 
Kingdoms, and bringeth with it all remporall bleſſings of 
ptoſperity and peace. '. = | | 
13.: That the hearrs of all the Members of this Aſſembly , 
and of all the wel- affected within rhis Kingdome , areex- 
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ceedingly grieved and made heavy , that in ſo longa time ; 
againft 1he profeſlions both of King and Parliament, ang * 
. Contrary to the joynt deſires and prayers of the godly in bothyg 
Kingdomes , to whom it is more deare and precious then 
whar is deareſt to them in the world , the Reformation of 
Religion hath. moved ſo ſlowly, and' ſuffered ſo grear in- 
terruption» They confider that not only Prelates;, formall 
Profeſſours , profane and wordly men, and all thatarePo- 
piſhly affected, are bad councellours and workers , and do 
abule their power , and bend all rheir ftrengeh\ and policies | 
againſt the Work of God ; bur the God of this world alſo; | 
with Principalities and powers, the rulers of the darkneſſe 
of this world , and 'piritual wickednefe in high places, are” 
working with alfrhe:r force. and frand inthe fame oppeſiti= 
'0n:, not without hope of inccefle, they having prevailed ſo 
farre from 'the'beginnirig, Thit inthe rzmes of the beſt, 
Kings of Fuda of old , and rhe tnoſt part of the Reformed 
Kirks of late, a through and perfe&t Reformation of Re-. 
ligion hata been a werk full of difficulties, Yet doe they 
conceive ». that as 1t ought firſt of all to be intended | fo 
ſhould it be above all other things', with confidence in God, 
Who 18 greater then the Wortd,,” arid he whois 1n theWorld, 
moſt ſeriouſly endeayoured. And that when the ſupream pro- 
yidence giveth opportunity of the accepted time&day of fal- 
vation,no other werk can proſper-it the handsofkis ſervants, 
if ir be nor apprehended, &with all reverence & faithfulneſſe 
improved. This Kirk and Nation, when the Lord gave them 
the calling, conſidered not their own deadnefle, nor ſtagger- 
edat the promiſe through unbelief , but gave glory to God. 
And who knoweth ( we fpeak it in humility and fove, and 
from no other mind then from a deſire of the blefling of God 
- upon our King and that Kingdome ) but the Lord hath now 
ſome controverſie with England, which will not be removeds 
eill firſt and before all , the worſhip of his name and the go- 
vernment of his houſe be ſettled according to nis own will ? 
Whea this defireſhall come , ir ſhall bero £n2land, after ſo 
long deferred hopes, a tree of life, which ſhall not only 
yeeld temporell bleflings unto themſelves , but alſo ſhall 


ſpread the branches ſo tar that both this nation and other re- 
| formed || 
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eHſſembly , 1641. E257 
formed Kirks ſhall finde the fruits rhereof to their grear ſa- 
tisfaction. © pe 
' H I. The Commiſſioners of this Kingdome in the late 
* | Treatyof peace, confidering thar Religton 1s nor only the 
- | meane of the ſervice of God and ſaving of Souls, buris alſs 
the baſe and foundation of Kingdomesand Eftares, and the 
ſtrongeſt band to rye Subjects to their Prince in true loyal- 
tie, and ro knit the hearts of one ro another in true unity and 
love , They did with preface of all due reſpe& and reye- 
rence, far from arrogancy or preſumprion » repreſent int 
name of this Kingdome , their ſerious thoughts and earneſt 
deſires for uniry of Religion , Thar in all His Majefties Do- 
minions there might be one Confeilion of Faith, one dire- 
(tory of worſhip, jane publike Cxrechifine, and one formof 
Kirk Government. This they conceived to be acceptablers 
God Almighcy , who delighteth to ſee his People walking 
intrurhand unity, tobe a fpeciell meanes for conſerving of 
peace berwixr the Kingdomes , of eaſing the Kings Majeſty , 
and the publike government of much trouble , which ari- 
ſeth from differences of Religion, very grievous to Kings 
and Eftates , of great content to the King himſelf, ro lis 
Nobks, his Courr, andallhis people, when (occaſioned 
to be abroad ) without ſcruple to themſelves , ' or ſcandal to 
others ,-all may reſorr to 'the fame publike worſhip , as if 
they wereat their own dwellings ; of ſupprefling the paines 
of Hereſies, and Sects Puritans , Conformifts, Separa= 
riſts , Anabapriſts , &c, Which dorent aſunder the bowels 
both of Kirk and Kingdome, of deſpaire of ſuccefle to Pa= 
piſts and Recuſants, to have their profeſſion z which. is jy 
conſiſtent with the true Proteſtanc Religion , and aurhotiry 
of Princes, ſetup again, and of drawing the hearts and 
hands of Miniſters, Fon nnpleaſant and unprofitable Con- 
troverſies, to the preſſing of morcification, and'to Treatiſes 
ef truepictie, and practical Divinity, ', The Asfembly doth 
, Row enter upon the labour of the Commiſſioners, uno 
which they are encouraged , not only by their faithfulnesfe 
in thelace Treaty , bur alſo by the zealeand example of the 
Generall As{cm©lies of chis Kirk 16 {orwier times , as may 
appeare by che Asſembly az Edauburgh , Decemb. 25. in the 
: | year 
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year I566. which ordained a Letter to be ſenfm Englaul 


' againft the Surplice , Tipper , Cornercap, 3nd ſuch: other 


fo 


Ceremonies as then troubled that Kirk , that they mipht be 
.removed, By the. Asſembly at Edinburgh , April 24. 1583: 
humbly defiring the S_ Majeſty , to command his Ams 
basſadour, then going to gland, todeale with the Queen, 
that there might be an Union andBand,berwixtthem & other 
Chriſtian Princes & Realmes, profeiling the trueReligion for 
Gefence and protection of the Word of God, atxi Profesſors 
thereof againſt the perſecution of Papifts and confederates 
joyned and united together by the bloudy league of Trent: as 
alſo that her Majeſty would disburden their brethren of E- 
gland of the yoke of Ceremonies, impoſed upon them, againſt 
The liberty of the Word : And by the Aﬀembly at Edzuburgh, 
March. 1589. ordaining the Presbyterie of Eqdniburgh , to 
uſe all good and poſlible means for the relief and comfort 
of che Kirk of England, then heavely troubled for the main» 
taining therrue diſcipline and government of the Kirk Jand 
that the Brethren in their private and publike prayers , re 
commend the eſtate of the afflicted Kirk of Englend to God, 
Whilenew by the mercy of God the conjunction of the two 
Kingsdomes 1s many wayes increaſed, the zeale of the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly towards their happineſſe ougt to be no lefle. 
Bur. beſides theſe , the Aſſembly ismuch encouraged unts 
thisduetie, both trom the Kings Majeſty and his Parliament, 
joyply, in their Anſwer to the propoſition, made by the late 
Coinmiſſioners of the Treaty, in theſe words : Totheir deſire 
concerning unity of Religion , and uniformity of Kirk government 4s 
4. ſpeciall meanes for conſerving of peace betwixt the two Kingdomes, 
upen the grounds and reaſons contained m the paper. of the 10 of 
March, andgven in to the treatie and Parliament of Eugland : 
Jt is anſwered uponthe 15. of Tune , That his Majeſtiewitb advice 
of bath Houſes of Parlfament, doth approve of the affe&tion of His Sub- 
jeBs of Scotland , intheir defire othaving canſermitie of Kirk govern 


ment berwcen the two Nations , and as the Parliament hath already 


* taken inito conſideration the Refarmation of Kirk: | atwege , ſo 


-phey will proceed therem mm due time , as chall beft conduce to te glory of 
(God , the peace of the Kirk, and of both K ingdomes. And auto {e- 
verally : tor His Majeltic knowerh chat the cuſtodie and vine 


dication 
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dication , the conſervation and purgation of Religion... are 2 


| | Ar part of the 'quetie of Civ1Jl authority and power. His 


ajeſties are prattiſe while he was here in perſon, in reſor- 
ting frequently ro the exerciſes of publike worſhip , tIis 
Royall aGtions, incſtabliſhing the worſhip and government 
of this Kirk in Paritament, and ingiving order for a compe= 
rent maintenance ro the Miniſtery and Seminaries of the 


' Kirk, and His Mzjeſties gracious Letter tothe Aflembly { ſen 


conded by the ſpeech of His Majeſties Commiſſioner) which 


- containes this religious expreflion : Where any _ Pp 


miſſe , we will endeavour a Reformation in 4 fair and orderly way, 
and where Reformation is ſettled , we reſolve with that authority 
wherewith God hath veſted us , to maintam and defend it in peace 
and librty , againſt all trouble that can come from without , and 
apainſt all Herefies , Sefts, ani Schiſmes , wich may ariſe: from 
within, All theſe doe make us hopeful that His Majeſtie 
will nor oppoſe, bur advance the work of Reformation. In 


/ like manner the Hononrable Houſes of Parliament, asthe 


have many times be fore witneſſed thier zeale, ſo nowalls 
in their Declaration ſent ro the Aſſembly , which nor only 


ſhewerh the conſtancy of rheir zeale , but their grear grief 


that the wotke hath been interrupted by a malignant party 
of Papiſts and evill affeed perſons , eſpecially ofthe cor- 
rupt and diflolute Clergie ,} by the incitement and inſtigation 
of Biſhops and others , their hope according to their earneſt 
deſire , when they ſhall rerturne roa peaceable and Parilas 
mentary proceding , by the bleſsing of God, to ſettle ſuchla 
Reformation in the Church , as ſhall heagreeable to Gods 
word, and thar the reſulr ſhall be a moſt firm and ſtable union 
between the two Kingdoms of Eng/andand Sco:land,8:c.The 


Aſsembly alſo is not alittle encouragedby aLerter ſent from _ 


many revercnd Brerhren of the Kirk of En g/and, expreſing 
their prayers and endeavours againft every thing which ſhall 
be found prejudiciall to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome 


of Chriſt , and the Peace of their Soveraigne, Upontheſe -_ 
encouragements, and having ſo patentadoore of hope, the. 


Aſsembly doth confidently expe&, that England, will now 
beſtirre themſelvesin the beſt way ſor a Reformation of Re- 
ligion, and do moſt willingly offer mel prayers & uttermolt 

? | cendea 
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endeavours for furthering ſo greata Work , wherein Chriſt 
'15fo much concerned-in his glory , the King in his honour , 
the Kirk and Kingdome of Enplandin their happineſle , and 
*this Kirk and Kingdome in the purity and peace of the 
*Golpel,. | | 
" TV. Tharthe Afſembly alfo from ſo many reall invitati= 
ens, are heartened: ro renew the Propoſition made by the 
aforenamed Comnnfſionersof this Kingdome, for beginning 
the Work of Reformation, at rhe uniformity of Kirk go- 
"verninent. For what hope can there be of Unity in Relj- 
gion , of one Confeffion of Faith , one Form cf Worſhip, 
SC one;Catechiſme,' till there b= firſt one Forme of Ecclefi- 
aſtieall Governmet? Yea, whar hope can the Kingdome and 
Kirk'of Scor/and have ofa firme and durable Peace , ri1H Pre» 
lacie , 'which hath beenrthe main cauſe of their miſeries and- 
troubles, firſt and Þ{ , be plucked up , root and branch}, as 
aplane which God harh not planted ,'and from which, no 
better frnics can be expected then ſuch ſower grapes , as this 
day ſet or edgethe Kingdome of England ? 5 
-'V. The Prelaticall Hierarchie being put out of the way , 
theWork will b? eafje , without forcing of any confcience, 
to ſertle in Enzlandthe government of the Reformed Kirks 
by Affemblies. For although the Reformed Kirks do hold, 
withour doubring, their Kirk Offiters, and Kirk govern- 
ment by Afſemblies higher and lower , in their ſtrongand 
beavtifull ſubordination, to be jure divinio, and perperuall: yet 
Prelacie, as it differerh from the Office of a Paſtor, is almoſt 
univerſally acknowledged by the Prelites themſelves , and 
their adherents, r* be but an humane ordinance, intradu- 
- ced by humane reaſcn, and ſettled by humane Law and Cus 
ſtome forſfuppoſed convenience: which therefore by humane 
 authoriry , without wronging any mans conſcience , may 
be altred and abslifſhed upon ſo great a neceſſity, as is a hearty 
conjunfion with all the Reformed Kitks , a firmand well 
grounded Peace betwixt the two Kingdomes , formerly di- 
videdin themſelves, and betwixr themſelves by this partt-, 


tion-wall and'a perfett Union of the Kirks in thetwo Nati- - 


ons: which although by the providence ofGod in ons and. 
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utder one Monarch , yet ever fince the Reformation, and 
for thepreſent-alſo, are at greater difference in rhe point of _ 
Kirk-government, which in all'places hath a powerfull influ- 
ence upon all the parts of Rehigion,then any other Reformed 
Kirks. although in Nations at greateſt: diſtance, and under 


divers Princes. | | 

V I. What may be required of the Kirk of Scotland » for 
furthering.cthe Work of Uniformitie of Governmeur , or for 
agreeing' upon a common Confeſſion of Faith » Catechiſme, 
and. directory for Worſhip , ſhall according ro the order gi- 
ven by this Aﬀſembly , be moſt willingly performed by Us, 
who long extreamly for the day when King and Parliament 
ſhallzoyn for bringing ro pasſe (0 great , fogood a Work, 
That al} Warres and Commorions ceaſing , -all Superſtition, 


{ [dolatry, Herche , Sets, and Schiſmes being removed;.-as 


the Lord 180ne , fo hisname may bz one amongſt us ; and 
mercy and truth, righteouſnesſc and peace meeting rogether, 
and kifſi 3g one another , may dwell ni this Lland. 
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Act Sell. 8. Ang. 3. 164%. 
Overtures for tranſplantation of © Miniſters » and pro<. 
Viſion of Schools, ordained b b the late Aſembly at > 
t dinburgh to be ſent to Synods, and Dy 
reported tothis Aſſembly. . 


g FA OIG SOOT EXFTERT ET "1" 


Act Sefl, x1. Edinb. Auguſt 5. 1611. 
Theſe Overtures under written , anent the transporting of Miniſters 
ana Profeſſors ro Kirks and Colledges . bemg read in audience of the 
Allembly , and thereafrer reviſed by a Commutee appointedf.r that ef- 
fett , The Aſſembly appoints them to he ſent to the ſeverall Synods, 
to be conſidered by them , and they to report therr judgements 
. thereof to the next Generall Aſiembl. B, 
I NJO:tran{portation would be granted hereafter without 
Citation of parties having intereſt (v3. the Miniſter 
Whois ſought and his Pariſh) WS What they can oppole 5 
* 2 ans * 
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and the matter is ro come firſt ro both the Presbyteries; ( viq- 
that wherein the Minitter dweis , whoſe rranſportation 1s 
foughr, and the other Presbyterie ro. which he is fought 
if the Kirks lye in ſeveral Presbyteries ) and ifthe Pres 
byteries agree not, then the matrer is to be brought to the 
Synod, or Generall Aﬀembly ( which of them ſhall firſt 
 occure after ſuch tranſportation 1s ſorght ) and if the Sys 
nod ( occurring firſt) agree not; or if there be appeale 
made from it ,- then the matter is tocome ro the Generall 
Aſſembly. 

JI. A Miniſter may be tranſplanted from a particu/ar 
Congregation ( where he can onely doe good roa part) tg 
ſucha place, where he may benetit th: whole Kirk of Scot- 
land . becaule, in reaſon the whole 1s to be preferred toa 
part, ſuch as Edinburg). 

1. Becauſe all the great Juſtice Courts firthere, as Coun« 
cell, Seffion, Juſtice Generall , Exchequer, 8c. and it 
concerns the whole Kirk , that theſe Fountains of Jultice be | | 
kept clean , beth in the point of Faith , and Vaners. 

2. Becauſethere is great confluence to F dinburgh , from || \ 
timero time, of many of the chief Members of rae whole 
Kingdome , and it concerns the whole Kirk to bave theſe { 
well ſeaſoned, who (apparantly) are to be the Inſtruments} g- 
of keeping this Kirk and Kingdome in good temper. tp 

Thar this may bethe more eafily done , the Aſſembly] 4 
firſt recommends to Edinburgh, that ſome young men ofex-J ,, 
cellenr ſpirits may be (upon the charges of the taid Town) , 
trained up, at home or abroad , toward the Miniſtery from q, 
rime to time. . Secondly we mezne nor, thatall the placs} »; 
of the Miniſtrie of Edinburgh be filled with Minifters robe} 1, 
tranſported by Authory of chis A&, butonly ill they be 
provided of one Miniſter ( tranſplanted by the Authority of 
the Aſſembly) for every Kirk in Edinburgh ; and that the 
reſt of the places be fillled either according to the General 
Rules of tranſportation for rhe whole Kingdome , or Þ 
agreement with aQtuall Miniſters, and their Pariſhes , willy 
1 acong of the Presbyterie or Synod , to the which the 

3002S, | a 
- Ill. Ja the next roome, we finde,that it isa tranſporting ff the 
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Miniſters for publike good , char Colledges, ( having the 
profefiion of Divinitie) be wel.provided of profeſſors. 
ie Wherin the Colledge of Divinitie inS. Andrews is firſt - 
S* | .to be ſerved withour raking any Profeflors or Miniſters - 
hel outof Edinburg, Glaſgow , or Aberdene , and then the reſt of - 
ﬆ} the Colledgcs, would be provided for, as their neceflity 
J-] fhalrequie: yet (in reſpect of the preſent ſcarcity) it were | 
ale | good for the Univerſities to ſend abroad forable and appro- 
all } - ved men, to be Profeſſors of Divinitie » that our Miaters 
| may bekept1n their paitoriall charge as much as may be. 
Var Towns alſo wherein.Colledges are , are very conſiderable 
9 inthe matter of tranſportation. | | 
of I V. Alſo Congregations , where Noblemen have chief 
02] refidenceareto be regarded , whether planted or unplanted, 
and a Care is to be had, that nonebe admitted Miniſters 
n* 5 where. Popiſh Noblemen reſide , but ſuch as are able men 
It (eſpecially for'controverſies ) by fight of the Presbyterie: 
be] and moreover itis neceflary , that ſuch Mineſters as dwell 
waere Popiſh Noblemengares and are not able for contro« 
oh | yerſies , that they be transporred: | 
ole V. They who defirc the transportation of a Miniſter 
xſef ſhould be obliged to give reaſons for their defire: Neither 
18 J ſhould anyPresbyterie or Afſembly,paſle a ſentence for tranſ- 
portation of any Miniſter , till they give reaſons for the expe- 
bly | gdiencie of the ſame , both ro him and his Congregation » - & 
©J tothe Presbyrerie whereofhe isa member. If they acquieſ- 
mm) ceto the reaſons given itis ſo much the better? 1f they 
oMy doe not acquieſce, yerthe Presbyterie, or Aﬀſembly , (by 
cl giving ſych reaſons before the paſiing of their ſentence ) ſhal' 
ode] make ic manifeſt , that whar they doe isnot proarbreraty , tel 
y be mwiperio onely , but upon grounds of reaſon. of 
- VI, Becauſe there isſuch ſcarcity of Miniſters having the 
Iris tongue , neceſſity requires , tharwhen they be found 1n 
the Low-lands, they be transported ro the High-lands: pro- 
viding their condition be not made worſe , buc rather better 
by their tranſportation, | | 

. VII. In the point of voluntary transportation,no Miniſter 
ſhal rranſa&t and agree with any Paritb ; to be transſported, 
q therera, without a full hearing - him, and jus Parith {hu 

| | 3 zQLe 
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fore the Presbyterie ro which he belongs in his preſent 
charge , or {uperionr Kirk jnudicatories, if needſhall be. 

Y HI. Theplanting of vacant Kirks, is nor to be tyedto 
any (either Miniſters, or Expectants) within a Preſbyrerie: 
but a free eleCiion 1s robe; according to the order of our 
Kirk , and Lawes of our Kingcome, Et 

I'X. Thechief Burghs of the Kingdome are ro be deſired 
to traine up young men of excellent ſpirits for the miniſtery, 
according totheir power , as was r2commended ro Edinburgh: 
Which courſe wil in time ( God willing ) prevent many 
tranſplantations. . 


CO SS 
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The Overtures under - written anent the 
Schooles being hkewiſe read m audience of the Aſfembly, | 
theyrecommend the pa rticulars therein mentioned, anent 
the providing of the maintenance for School - maſters, ta 
the Parliament: And ordaine the reft to be ſent tothe 
Syneds, to be conſidered by them , and they to report 
their judgements thereof to the next Gene- 
ral Afembly, as ſaid ws. 


E.TD Very Pariſh would have a Reacer and a Schoole ,where 
LC Children areto be bred, in reading , wiiting , and 
grounds of Religion , according tothe laudable Acts, both 
of Ki:kand Parliament , made before, | 
And where Grammar Schooles may be had, as in 
Burghs , and other confiderabic places, ( among which ll. 
Presbyterial States are to be reputed ) that they be ercCted , 
and held hand ro. ; _ 
TI. Anent theſe Schooles, every Miniſter with his El- 
ders, ſhill give accompt to the Presbyreries at the viſiration 
ofthe Kirk : The Presbyteriesare to make report to the Sy- 
node, and the Synode to the General As\embly, rhar Schools 
are planted , ;saboye ſaid » and how they are provided with 
men and means. ; 
_ HH, And beeguſe this hath beep moſt negle _ - 


High-lands, Tlands, and borders: . Therefore the Miniſters 
of every Pariſh are ro inſtru by their Commisfioners,tothe 
next General Afﬀembly , 'that this courſe 1s begun berwixr 
and then : and they are further to certifie from one General... 
Asſembly ro another, whether this courfe is corf:inued with 
out omisſion, or nor. : $ ES; 4; 8 
-T V. And becauſethe means hitherronamed or appoint=- 
ed for Schooles of*all ſorts, hath been borh little, and ill 
payed , Therefore , beſide former appointments, (the ex- 
ecution whereof is humbly deſired, and to beperitioned for 
at the hands of His Majeſtic and the Parliament) the Asſeme 
bly would further ſupplicate chis Parliament that they (in 
their wiſdome ) would finde out how meanes ſhall be had 
fot ſo goodan uſe , eſpecially thar rhe Children of poore 


{| men, {being very capable of learning, and of good engines, 


may be trained up, according as the exigence and necesfity 
of every place ſhall require. And that the Commuilſtoners , 
who ſhall be named þyrnis Asfembly , to walt upon the Par- 
liament- may be appointed to repreſenc this to his Majeſtic, 
and the Parliament, ſeeing His ſacred Majettte , by his gra- 
cious Letter hath pur us in hop? hereof, wherewith we have 
been much refreſhed. | 
V. The Asſembly would ſupplicate rhe Parliamenr. that 
for youths of the fineſt and belt ſpirits of the High-lands , 
and borders , maintenance may be allotted. ( as to Burſars y 
10 be bredin Univerſines, _. : 
VI. For the time and manner of viſitation of Schooles, 
and contriving the beſt and moit compendious and orderly 
courſe of teaching Grammar » we humbly defire the Astem- 
bly to appointa Commitree for that effect, who-may report 
their diligence to the next General Asſembly. | 


The Overtures and Articles above-written being reported to this 
' Aﬀembly, after reading and ſerious confederation thereof, 
- the aſſembly approves the ſame, and ordaines them to have 
the ftrength of an AR andordinance of Aﬀembly , in all 
time = coming. 44 | 


I 4 | Sell. 
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AF anent contrary Oathts, 


"He Genezall Aﬀembly findjng the inconvenience of 
| contrary Oathsin trying of Adulceries, Fornications, 
and other faults and (chandals, do therefore for eviting therg 
of, 6iſcharge Synods , - Presbyreries and Seflions , to rake 
Oath of both parrties in all rime hereafter, Recommending. 

r9 them jn the mean timeall other order and wayes of tryal 
uſed in ſuch caſes: And thar there may be a common order 
and courſe kept in this Kiik of trying 'of publike ſcandals, 
The Aſſembly ordains the Presbyteries to adviſe upon ſome 


common order hereintil], and to report their judgements to 
the nexx Aﬀembly, 


eee tit 


—_ — . 


PI 
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Overtures anent Family Exerciſes, Catechi- 


| fig » keeping of Synods and Presbyteries, and reſtraint 
| of Adulteries, Witch-crafts, and other 
| groſſe ſins. 


The Commuttee ſupplicates the 4ſſembly , 


FT. O urge rhe ſeverall Synods and Presbyteries , eſpe- 
£4 cially theſe of che North, thar Family Exerciſe in 
Religion , viſitatian of the Churches, Catechiſing, kee ing 
of the Presbyteriall ard Provinciall meetings ( both by Pres 
aching and Ruling Elders ) be more carefully obſerved. _ 

L1. That the Clerl at leaſt (ſubſcribe every Book before it 
come to the Aſſembly, and thar every At benoted on the 
Margent , for a directory of expedition. ; 

III. ThattheAflembly would ſeriouſly ftudie by all mea- 
nesand waycs how toprocure the Magiſtrates concurrence 
£0 curb and puniſh theſe natorious vices which abound in the 
Land , eſpecially in the Northern parts, 


The Aſſembly y_ the Overtures foreſaids, and ordains rbem 
fobe obſerved : and for the laſts the L(ſembly being confident þ4l 


—_ 
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the readinefie of the Fudge Ordmar toreftrain and aq 
faults , Do therefore ordain all Presbyteries to groe up to 
Fuſtice, the names of the Adulterers , anceſtuons perjont | 

Witches and Sorcerers, and others guilty of ſuch groſie and fear= 

Full ſins within their bounds that th:y may. be Proſeſied , and 
puniched according to the Laws of this Kjngdom; andthas the 
Precbyteries and Synods be carefull herein , as they will anſwer 
$0 the Generall Aſiemblies, nd becauſe that Witch craft, 
Charming , and ſuch like, proceeds many times from ignorance 
Therefore the Aſſembly ordams all Miniſters , eſpecigllyinebeſe 

. Parts where theſe fins are frequent , tobe diligently Preaching , 
SY ». and conferring , to inform Geir people there- 
entill, | 


ee a A wo Bo, 
L 


Sefl. 11. '5. Aug. 1642. 

AF againſt Peritions, Declarations ,' & ſachlike in 
name of © Miniſters, without their know= — © 
 leage ande n ſents. | 


T He Generall Afembly being informed, that after the Pe- 
tition preſented to the Lords of His Majeſties Privie 


, Councell by the Noblemen Burgeſles , and Miniſters, occa- 


fionally mer at Edinburg the 31. day of May lalt by-paſt , had 
received a very gracious Anſwer, There wasanorther Peti= 
tion given in to. their Lordſhips upon the day of lang 
laſt, entituled, The Petition of rhe Nobilitie, Gentrie, Bur- 
rows, Meniſters, and Commons 2: whichas it was not ac- 
companied with any ane Miniſter to the Lords of Privie 
Councel], ſo2]l the Miniſters of this Afſembly , diſclaimes 
and diſayowerh any knowledge thereof, or acceſſionthereto 
And the Aſſembly conceiving that the Kings Majeſtic Him- 
ſelf, andall the Courts and Judicatorizs of' this Kingdome 
may be deduledand abuſed , and the Kirk in Generall , and 
Miniſters in particular injured and prejudged by rhe like 
practiſes hereafrer, Do therefore prohibite and diſcharge 
all andeyery one to pretend ox = the name of Miniſters te 

g - any 
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any Perition,, Declaration , or ſuchlike at any time hereaf- 
ter , withour their knowledge conſent and affiitance : And 


if any ſhal doe the contrary , ordaines -Presbyteries and 
Provincial} Afﬀemblies to proceed againſt chem with the 


higheſt ceoſuces of the Kirk. | 


—— _ 


 Seſſix1. 5. Avg. 1642. 
AZ enemt the Aſſemblies deſires to the Lords of 
. Counſell, and Conſervator s of Peace. 


"THe Afembly being moſt deſirous to uſe all , and te omit 

'nolawful meane or occaſion to teſtifie their zeale by dee 
ling with God and man , for furtherance of their deſires of 
Unity in Religion ' and uniformity of Kirk-goyernment, 
And conſidering the grear neceſſity , that the Kirk and State 
contribute joyntly their beſt endeavours'to this happy end: 
Therefore enjoynes the Moderator , and the commſſioners 
fromthe Aſſembly , to ſupplicare with all carneſtneſſe and 
reſpet , the Lords of his Majeſties Honourable Privie 
Councel, and likewiſe the Commiſſioners appointed by 
HisM2jeſtic, andthe Parliament , for conſervation of the 
Peace, that they. may be pleaſed co concur with the Kirk in 
the like deſires ro His Myeſty andthe Parliament of England 
andin thelike direGtions to the Commisfioners of this King- 
dome, at London for the time, that by all posfible means, 
Civill, ond Ecclefialtick , this bleſſed Worke may be ad- 
wvanced, anda happy ſettling betwixt His Majeftie and His 
Parlizment, may be endeayoured:, and the common Peace 
betwixt the Kingdomes continued and ſtrengrhened, 


————— . _ 
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Afembily , 1641. \ _. ys 
Sefſ. x1. Hug. 5. 164% 


| The Aﬀemblies humble deſire ro rhe Kings CMaſtie for 


the Signator of 500. Sterling , and recommenda- 
tion thereof to the Kings Commiſſioner. 


He Generall Asſembly having received the Report of 

the proceedings of the 'Eommuiſſioners of the late As- 
ſembly , and ſpecially chat His Majeſty was graciouſly plea 
ſed , upon their humble Petition, folemuly co pronule and 
declare under his Royall band » lis pious reſolution and de- 
dication of 500. 1, ſterling , out of the: readieſt of his Renrs 
and revenues , to be imployed yearly on publike necesſary 
and pious uſes of the Kirk, atthe fight of the Generall Ags- 
ſembly , ashis Majeſtic :racious antwer of the 3, of Fanuary 
T642. regiſtrare in their books art His Myeſties own defire , 
for their further asſurance of his Majefties ptous zeale , doth _ 
more fully proport. Likeas being informed that His Maje- 
ſtie was gratiouſly pleaſed ro ſigne and ſend down to theKirk 
the Signator of the ſaid 500.1. yearly to have paſt the Ex- 
chequer , albeic the ſamine 15 not as yer delivered; And 


conſidering: His Manjeſties pious direftions to them by his 


Majeſtizs Letter to plantand vifit the utmoſt skirts and bor- 
ders of the Kingdome , as moſt necesfary' for rhe glory of- 
God, the good of theKirk, and Hts Majeſties honour, 
and ſervice, which 1s only ſtopped by the want of charges 
for publike viſirations , And withall ro remonftrate ro His 
Majeſtie by His Commiilioner , their juſt and necesf(ary 
defires for what may further ſerve ro the good of Religion , 
whereuero His M:ijefties Commiſſioner promiſed his beſt en- 
deavours and asfittance, Therefore the Asfembly dorh 
moſt earneſtly recommend. to His Majefties Cemmisftoner 
to repreſent 10 His Majeſtie, with his beſt asfiftance, the 
humble and neces(ary defires of the whole Asſembly , rhat 
His Majeſtie will be graciouſly pleaſed to command that 
vignator , already figned 'by His Royall hand ( or to ſigne 
another of the famine tenor, whereof they deliver rhe juſt 
double to his MajCommisſioner for that effeR) r@be fenr - 
k t 


/ 
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"this Kingdom , and delivered ro :he Commisfioners fiom 


this Aſſembly, whoare to fit at Edrmburgh, or to the Procu- 
rator of che Kirk, whereby his Majettic ſhall more and more 


. oblige this whole Kirk co pray for ablesſiing from Heaven 


. upon His Royal Perſon and Goyernment. 
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Sefl. It, 5. Aug. 164%. 
'The Aſſemblies Letter to the Commiſſieners of this 
King dom at London- 


Right Honourable , | 
E have received your Lordſhips Letter, with the De- 
claration of the Parliament of Eng/and , and have ſent 
this Noble bearer to His Majeſty with our humble Supplica-. 
tion, and to your Lordfhips with our Anſwer »- earneſtly 
deſiring Unity of Religion , and Uniformity of Kirk - go- 
vernment, to be preſented by your Lordſhips , and this 


Noble bearer to the Honourable Houſes of Parliament. Your 'Þ| 


 >Lordfhips will perceive by the incloſed Copies, and by 


. 


our dcfires to His Majeſties honourable Privie Councel and. 


Commisſioners for the conſervation of the Peace, to joyn 
their belt endeavours with his Majeltie and the Parliament, 
and their dire&ions to your Lordſhips, by our leaving a 
Commiſſion behingde us, to concur with them'in all Eccle- 
fiaſtick wayes , and by our appointing publik:z Prayers, and 
a ſolemn Faſt through rhis Kirk , for the furtherance of this 
great work of Reformatian, and continuance of the com+ 
mon Peace, that this Unity in Religion and uniformiry of 
Kirk-government 15 the chilefeſt of our defires:z prayers and 
cares: Where unto as we have been encouraged by rheifaithful 
labors of the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom in the late 
Treaty , and continued and renewed by .your Lordſhips 3 
{o weare aſſured , that your Loadſhips will omit-no lawful 
mean .z-argument , or occaſion of ſeconding the ſame there, 


Andadvertifing our Commisfioners at Edinburgh , wherein 


they may further concur with your Lorditups, for the furs 
2.5:  rherance 


[ 
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Aeſſ mbly, I'64%. 14 - 
om | theranceofthe Work, which tends ſo much tothe glory of 
God advancement of Chriſts Kingdom; increaſe of the hon» 
onr and happineſſe of our Soveraign, ' and the peace and wel 
cn | © fare'of theſe Kingdoms, whereby'your Lordsſhips will oblige 
this Kirk morcand moreto pry for a blefling on your per- 
ſons and travels, and to reſt, ; 


S. Andrews 5. Ap. Yours m the Lord 
 - I642. . The Commutſioners of the General | Aſiembly, 


m———_ 


A Letter from ſome Miniſters of England. 


_ Reverend andel- beloved in our Lord and Saviour. 


WW E received with much joy and fatisfattion, the Anſwer 
| which yourGeneralAflembly vouchſafed us to ourLer- 
ters of the laſt yeer. Some of us 1n the name of our Brethren, 
thought it then fitby Mr. Alexander Henderſon (a Brother 
ſo jultly a»proved by you , and honoured by us ) toreturn\ 
| ourdeſerved thanks. And we now further think it equall 
/ upon this occaſion, to make a more publike acknowled= 
d | gemenrof{ucha publike favour.- You were then pleaſedeo 
give us fair grounds » to expe that brotherly advice and 


> | 
t, endeavours, which the common cauſe of Chriſt,and the mu 
þ rual intereſt of the umited Nations , command us now again- - 
- toask » if not ro chalenge. We doubrtnor but yourexpe- 


| rience, together with your intelligence, abundantly/in 
formes you of our condition, what various adminiſtratiors 
« of providence we have paſſed through and we ftill ye 
c berwixt hopesand feares, afit temper for working; the ' 
1 God of all grace enable us toimproveit, As our hopesare 
1 not ſuch as may make us fear» ſo neither doe our Feares pre 
> | vail tothe caſting away our confidence, Your ownlate con 
dition, together with this Declaration of ours preſents may 
acquaint you with rhe certain, though ſabril, authors & fo- 
| | mentorsof theſe our confuſed conflicts: which we conceive 
to be the Hicrachical faftion, who have no wayto peace & [a- 
| fty-burthrough the rrouble&danger of others, Our progees ; 
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«nd endeavours according to our meaſure, have beenarid 
fhall be for rhe ſupplantingand 1 ooting up whatſoever we 
inde fo prejudicial to the eftabliſhment of the Kingdome 
of Chriſt +, and the peace of our Soveraigne- And thar this 
Detlaration-of ourſelves may notleave you unſatisficd, we 
think it neceflary further to exprefle,, That tie defire of the 
moſt gbdly and conſiderablepart amongſt us , 15, [hat the 
Presbyreriau Government , which hath juſt and evidenr 
Foundation both in the Word of God: and religions reaſon, 


may beettabliſhed amorgt us, and rhat { according to your | 


intimation ) WE may agree in one con:esfion of Faith » one 
diredorie of Worthip , one publike Carechiime and form 
of Governement: Which things ,, if they were accompli» 
ſhed , we ſhould mach rezoyce 10. oar happy ſubjection ro 
Chriſt our Head , and our defired afſociation with you our 
beloved br<thren- ' Forthe berrer effecting whereof, we 

houghrit neceſſary , nor only ro acquainryou with what 
.our deſires are.1n themſelves, bur likewiſe ro you ; that1s » 


'Tbat what way ſhall ſeem moſt fit ro the wiiedam of that. 


iSrave and re}1g10us Aſſembly, may be taken'for the further- 
ance of our ingeavours 1n this kind. We underſtand that 
Our Parhament hath'been before hand with us in this 1ntima- 
tion, and it cannot but be our duty , whoare ſo much con» 
cerned in the buſineneſle,to adde whatpower the Lord hath 


:giyen us with you to .he iame purpoſe, - This deſigne and | 
deſire of ours hath enemies on the Lef:-hand ; and diflen-, 


ing brechren 00 the Right 3 bur we doubtnor, rhat as our 
hearts juilifie us chat our intentions are right, and {uCh as 
conceiverend moſt to the glory of God » andthe peace 
of the Churches of the vaints 3 ſo { by your brotherly con- 
.currence in the.molt ſpeedy and eftectuall way you can 


out ) the Work will in Gods due time receivea prayed for, 


hoped for is\us. . We ſhall not ne:dby many arguments 
Ffrem mutuall Nationall incereſt ( rhough we know you will 
-nor;overlook them ) to inforce this requeſt , the firme 
bond wherewita we are all unitedin our Lord jeſus Chriſt, 
we. are as{ured will alone engage your futhſull endeavonrs 
in this buſinesſe. To bim we commit yon , with theſe 


great and important affairs you have in hand, Be pleaſed to. 
| ; accept. 


\ 


LIM 
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make mention of the Lord, andare Watche men vÞes. he 


- $a 564 cat O 4 wa a Mc I ' " <E T E"POLe" , ".) "OTE ry de ds Ld . a 0 eta © 2 pt — Veg 
4b "> *% - T8 « AA F; -- df an q 4 - 4} _—— "P F Leh : h Y CEN os "7 yl F A* —_ , Co "M45 
, . ' ” 
oo A . 


accept of theſeas the expresſion of the mindes of our many 
godly and faithful] Brettiren , whoſe hearts we doubr not 
of, neither-need you , though their hands in regardof the 

ſuddennesſe of this opportuniry could not be ſub{cribedto- 
gether with ours, Whoare. BER i | 
London , 22-Tub, Your moſt afſeflionate Friends end 
1642s . Brethren in the work of the Lords 


ena 


- Anſwer to the Miniſters Letter. © 


Right Reverend and beloved in the Lord eſis. 


Y our Anſwer to the Declaration ſent uuto us from the 
honourable Houſes of Parliament, ye may perceive thar 
your Leiter which came 1nto our hands ſo ſeaſonably , was 
not only acceptable unto us , but hath alſo encouraged uste 
renew both ro the Kings Majeſtie and the Houſes of Parlia- 


'ment, The'defires of the late Commisfioners of this King- 


dome for Unity in Religion , in the four particulars rememe 
bred by you, we cannot be ignorant but the oppoſition from 
Satan and worldly men in Kirk and Policy , will till be ves 
hement as it hath heen aiready', But we are confidenr 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , that the prayers and indea= 
yours of the godly in both Kingdoms, will bring the work 
toa wiſhed , and bleſſed Ifſue, This whole national Kuk 
is ſa much cancerned in that Reformation and Unity of Re- 


| ligionin both Kingdomes , that withour1t we cannothope 


for any long time ro enjoy our puritie and peace, which 
hath coſt us ſo dear» and is now our Chiefeſt comfort and 
greateſt treaſure: Which one cauſe ( beſide the Honour of 
God, and the happiueſfle of the People of God in that King- 
domes more defjred of us then Our lives) is more then 


fufficient tomove ns, To contribure all chars in our power 


for bringing ittopaſſe. And ſincc we have withſo greatli= 


. Serty: made'our defires and hopes known both ro King and 


Parliament, it is a duety incombent bothto you and us, who . 
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_ +», Walls of Feruſalem, never more to keep filence fior to-hold 
© -,,our peace day/nor night , rillthe Righteouſneſſe of Sion go 
.. forth asbrightneſſe, and the ſalyation thereofas alamp that 
-burneth. And if it ſhall pleaſe the Lord to move the heany: 
of King and Parliament, to hearken untothe motion, for 
., which end we have reſolved ro keep a ſolemne Faſt and Hy» | 
, miliation in allche Kirks. of this {Kingdom , the mean by | 
© "which we have pevailed iti times paſt, we wiſh rhat the Work 
may be begun. with ſpeed , and proſecuted with diligence 
by the joint labours of ſome Divines in both Kingdoms, 
who 1may prepare the ſame for the view and examination of 
a more frequent Ecclehiaſtick meeting of the beſt affeted to 
Reformation there, and of rhe Commisfioners ofthe Gene» 
el Aſſembly here, that 1n end it may have the approbarion 
" of theGenerall Aſſembly here, and of all the Kirks there, 
- 3n the beſt way rhat may be,we with & hope at laſt ina natic- 
' nll Aﬀembly; Our Commiſſioners art Edinburgh , ſhall in 
© our. name receive and returne anſwers for prumoving ſo 
' great a Work , which w2 with our heart and onr ſoule 
"-recommend to the blefling of God , we continue , | 
a=; Your loving brethren and 
fellow- labourers, 
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"Att for the Lord Maitlands preſenting the 
" Aﬀemblics Supplication to Hu CWMajeſtie , and for 
... - going 10 the Commiſſioners ar London, with 
© the Anſwer tothe Parliament of 
__ Englands Declaration. 


P——_ 


© ern General Aſſembly conſidering the necefiity of ſend- 
 & ing ſomeperſon of good worth 8:quality for to preſent 
"their humble Supplication ro His Myjeltie , and to deliver 
«their direftions to the Commiſhoners of this Kingdom, 
now ar London, with:their Declaration to the Parliament ot 
England, and Anſwer to ſome wel-affected Miniſters of that 
'Kurk: And having certain keowledge of the wanth _—_ | 
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and faithfulneſſe of Zohn Lord Maitland , one of their num- 


ber,. who being. witzneffe roall their iyrentionsand proceed- 
ings., can belt relate their true loyaltie and reſpect to their 
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Soveraign+, and brotherly affeCtion to the Kirk and King= 
dom of England tnefein ; Therefore do unanimouſly require 


his Lordſhips pains ,” by repairing to Conrt and ro London 
for the pemiſſes , which hereby they commit to this dili- 

gence and fidelity , willing his Lordſhip. to make account of 
his proceedings .hereinto their Commiſſioners appoinred te: 
fu at Edinburgh. | | ; 
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| Seſl. 8. 5. Auguſt. poſt meridiem: hy hi 

Commiſſion for publike affairs of this Kirk, and for pras | 

ſecuring the deſires of thus A fſembly ro Hs > - 
CMajeſtic, and the Parliament 

of England. ig 


/ 


 FT'He General Aflembly conſidering the laudable cuſtoans i: 


* ofthis Kizk for ro appoint ſome Commiliioners inthe 


 mterim betwixe Aſſemblies, for preſeating of Overtures and , 


proſecuting the other defires of che Kirkro His Majeſtiethe 
Lords .of His Councell, and the Eſtatesof Parliament; And 
'rahing- to their conſideration the prefene. condirion of the 
Kirk of England , whh the' Declaration- thereof ſent down * 
frem theParliament ,; znd ſome recetved Brerhren of theMis 
vitery.there,- wich their own Anfwer ro the Parltamentand) 
Miniftery , and their humble Supplication.ro His Majeſtie. 
for Unicy of Religion and: Uniformity of Kirk-govern= 
ment. - Hug withall remembring their defires ro rhe Ho 
hourable 'Lordsiof His Majeſires ſecrer Councell , and'ta 
the Commuilioners appointed by the King-and Parliament; 


{ for conſervation of rhe common Peace 5 That they would 


joyu their concourſe in their defires' ro His: Majeſtie and. + 
Parliagent ; and dire&ions to the Commiſſtaners of this 

kingdom at London forthe time. - And fikewt'e confidering - 
their good hopes from Godsgracious favour to ttiis Hand'y. 
that by his good providencehe will in his own way and'time 
nenſe rhisgroar. Wark chrough rhivwhole He 3" And arſe 
FW 8; L. a Bang is 
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" full-means and: Ecclefialtick wayes: for furtherance of fo 


| "theſe nations ,. and keeping a brorherly correſpondence 


| bert Lighton ; Commiſſioners from Dalkerth co this Aflembly: 


"3s both our earneſt deſire and Chriſtian duty to uſe all law- 


greata Work, continuance of rhe common peace berwixt 


berwixr theſe Kirks, Therfore the Aſſembly thinks itng+. 
ceſſiry before their diſſolving , to appoint, and by theſe 
- Preſents do nominate and-appoint, - Maſters , Andrew Rn 
ſay, Alex. Henderſon , Robert Dowglas , William Colwill. Wits 
liam BenmetMinifters at Edini:urgh . Mr. William Arthur Mi- 
niſter at St. Curbbert , Mr. James Robertſon . Jo:n Logan, * Ro. 


Maſters ,, Andrew Blackhall , James Fleeming » Robert Ker, 
Commiſſioners from Hadingtoun to this Aſſembly: Maſtens | 
Geitrge Hamilton , Robert flaw , 4rthur Mortoun , David Dat: 
gleich, andrew Bennet, Walter Greg , fobn Moncreff, fohn 
Smith ,. George Gilleſpie ; John Rew , John Duncan , Walter" | 
Bruce» Commuliioners for the Presbyreries within rhe Pro-- 
vince of Fyffe : V;r. David Calderwood Miniſter at Pencaitlanh - | 
Afr: John Adamſon Principall of the Colledge of F dirnbmyphb, 
Mr, Tobn Strang Principall of the Colledge of Glaſgow ,- Mr. 
David Dikſon, Mr. James Bonar , Mr. Robert Bailie , Mr. Jon 
Bell, Nr. Robert Ramſay, Viv. George Young , Ar. HenryGu- | 01 
thrie., : Mr. Samuel Quſtein., Mr. Jobn Robertſon Miniſter-at | fe 
S; Fobnſteun, M lobn Robertſon Minitterar Dundie M obn Hume. al 
 Mimitter at Echills, My. Andrew Cant, Mr William Guild, Mt. ' | ant 
Sannel Ruther firds Mr. James Martin, M. Alexander Monroe:/Ms | (0 
Robert Vurray, - Mr.: |ohn Maclellan, Andrew Doncanſon, | 2d 
Mr. Silveſter Lambic , Mr. Gilbert Roſs , Minſters : Mars | ſte 
queſie of 4rgile, E aries of Lauderdaile', Glencarne, Kinghornt, | ati 
Eglintoun , Weemes ,- Caffils : Lords. Gordoun,, Maitland, | mc 
Balcarras . Sir Patrick Hepburne' of Wanchtoun ', Sir Dau -| &f 
Hume of Wedderburne ,' Sir David Creightoun of Lugtoun , Sit | 0! 
Dizzid Barclay of -Cullearnie ,, John Henderſon of Fordell + Mr. 
George Winrame of Libertoun , Sir Robert Drummond, Sir Wits 
lim Carmichaell, John Binnie , Thomas: Paterſon. bn Sempill, | ot 
John. Kennedy of Air, Jobn Leſlie from Aberdeee'',;:WWillian | 
Gl ndmning Proveſt of Kirkubright , John Colzear Ruling J.the 
Eiders, with the concurſe of the Procurator of the Kirk# Jv 
and grants to.them full, Power and Commiſion: in:this | 
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| | moin, berwinrand ihenexr. Aembly,, forco mecrand 


conveen atEdinburgh uponghe 17. day, ofthis moneth, of, 
Augaſt ,, and uponany ocher day , or inany.orher place, as. 
they ſha/lrbink convenient: And being metang canveened, 
or any fifteen of them, there bcing alwayes twelve: Mini» 
ters preſent : With full power for to conſider and per- 
forme whar they finde neceffary for the Miniſterie , by pre= 
aching, ſupplicaring » prepairing of drayghts of one Con- 
eſion > one Cathechiſme , one directory of publike Wors: 


yes to be reviſed bythe next Generall 


% 


'Membly) and by all orter lawfull & Ecclefiaſtick wayes 3; 


for furtherance of this great Work in the Union of this 
Iand:in'Religion-and Kitk.- government ,.and-far continu- 
ance of our own peace at home , and cf the common peace 
berwixr the Nations » and keeping of good ene oe 
-pteaſe 


God ro ble of his Saints for 


e the prayers and endeavours 


} _ | this blefſled Union ,. and. that if either the Lords of Coun- 
* | cell, or Commiſſioners. for.the Peace ſhalt require their 
7, | foncurſe ar home. or abroad ». by ſending: Commiſſioness 
mn | with theirsro His Majeſty and Parliament for thateffef, 
g- | orthiart they themſelves ſhall finde it necesſary 'The As= 
at | ſembly grams full power terthem , not onlyt6concurreby 
je, | all hwfall and Ecclefiaſtick: wayes.,. with the Councell 
x; ' | aid Conſervators of the Peaceat home, bur alſo to ſend 
4 | ſome ro preſent and proſecute rheir. defires and. humble 
7; | *dvice to His Majeſty andthe Parliament , and the Migi- 
i= | ſtete there, forthe furthering and perfeCting of ſo good 
#, [andpreata Worke. Likeas, with power to them to pro 
4, | moverheir other defires , overtures and 'recommendarions 
4 -| of this Asfembly , torhe Kings Mijeſtie » Lords of Coun= 
Sie | £11, Seflion ; Exchequer , and Commiſiionersof Parlide | 
ſe, pinent ,* forplantation of Kirks , for common burdens; "or - 
As | conſervation of the common peace,, and tothe Parliament 
il; | of this Kingdom, in caſe. it fall our pro're nate before the 
an: | ext Asſembly- And fuch like, ' widti'as full power to 
ing; jihemto'proceed, rreatand determine in any OY xters 
k# | becommitredro verke this Asſembly*; a$iftheſanfine 
his} Fre hereio particularly i 5 aud with ap ample powerte 
- Aw I& Wi 


pt 
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proceede in the matters particularly or generally aboyes' 

mentioned, asany' Commiſſioners of GeneazH Asſemblies 
have had, and have been in uſe-of before: They being 
alwayes comprtable to, and cenſurable by the next Generall 
Asſcmbly , for thetrproceedings rheteanenc. | 


——_— 


Fr. 


Seſf. 13. 6. Lug. 1642. A 
A Petition from ſome diftireſſed Profeſſors 
"#n Ireland. en 
To the reverend and right Honourable the 
Moderator and remanent members. 

of the Generall Aſſembly of 

Scotland , conveened at S. 
Andrews, July 164%. s [4 
The buwble Petition of the moſt part of the Scottizh 
'. + Nation in the North of Irelazd, in their own 
names, and in nameof the reſt of the 

its :.1 - Proteſtants there. 


—— 


 Humbly cbeweth , 


Ti where your Petitioners , bythe great bleſſing of the | 
' & Lord , enjoyed for alittle while a peaceable and fruit 
Full Niniſterie of the Goſpel , yer through our own abuſedf 
forich amercy , and through the tyrannic of the Prelate 
.we have been along rime ſpoiled of our Miniſisrs:{ ayoq. 
.to many of us heavier then death ) who being chaſed wt 
Scotland , were not altogether un- uſefull jn the day.of you 
' .need; And we having bcen fince oppresſed and (cattertdy na 
.as.ſheep who have no ſhepherd., now at laſt the wile Wqm, 
_ Fighreous hand. of the Lord, by the ſwordof the Rel bla 
- bath bereff us of our friends, and ſpoiled us of our goads by 
_ letcus butafey , and that a poorhandtull of many , 84 wi 
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\C'0 dooreto: the | olpel, you woul 


9:1 40d pity poore Macedonians c 

{, over and he]pais , being the 
NF] thers, and claiming intereſt with you in'a; common Coyt= 
194 nant, thaxaccording to the good hind of God upan us, ye 
'ay ſend us Miniſters for-#he houle of our God.. We do 
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qi 
þ 


AA 


3 
" 


6 
4 


- 


not rake ypon us'to preſcribe t 
6ofF-bur in the view of all , tlie fi 


wag dar hough perlecyigya{s Erelats drew Howus, yer 
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' hath chaſed from us the reſt that were called our Miniſters; 


the greateit part whereof we colud ſcarce;eftecm, ſuch as 
being rather, Officers to put the Prelars InjunRions in;cxe= 
cution., then feeders of .our ſouls : "He 93x being vi- 
fired with fword and fickneſſe, and under forme apprehen- 
Gon of famine, if witball we ſhall raſte of the ſoreſt of all 
uess tobe altogether deprived of the Miniſtery of the 


of 


ay 


pl 
I Word ,\ we ſhall become in ſo much_a'worſe condition 


then any: Pagans , as that once we enjoyed 2 beiter : Nei- 
ther know we what hand to rurn us to-for; h=lp , but ro thi 
Land fo far obliged by the Lords late. rare mercies, andſe 
tar enriched to furnith help of rhac kinde,; a Land whence 
manyof us d1ew our blood and breath and, whers ( pardon 
the neceflary boldneſſe)lqme of o1rown Miniſters now are 
who were ſo violently plucked from'us ; ſo fore againft bot! 
their own 2nd our wills; yea,, the Land thatſo tenderly 
intheir boſams received qur poor out-caſts , and thar hath 
already ſeur; us ſo richa (upply ofable and proſperous Soul: 
dierstorevenge ur wrong, 0... 20 
Therefore , although we know that: your zcale and bro- 
therly affeftion would urge.you to take notice without our 
advertiſement , \yetgive usleavein the bowels of our Lord 


a, Jeſus Chriſt, cointreat, ifrhere be any conſolation in Chriſt, 


any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, tfany 
bowels of raercy , rhat now ta.this nick of rime , when the 
ſword of the Enemie making way for a mor2 profitable en-, 
tertaining che Goſpel, havingalſo baniſhedrhe Prelaces, and 
their followers , when our-extremicy of diſtreſte , and rhe 
fair hopes of ſpeedy ſertling gf peace » hath opened ſofaira 
Wu take the'cauſe of yoiir youri- 


pr filter, that hath no brefts, to your ſerious conſideration, 
rying toyou | oy e wauld come 
ervants of the God of your Fa- 


” 


0 youthe way or the number , 


ger of the Lord points artheſe » 
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7 7- - The:Generall 
Our intereſt in them conld hot be raken away , wherein we 
Truſt1n Tegard of feverall of them, called hothe by death ; 
"your 'bountywill ſuper-adde fore able men' of your-own 
Thiat may help tolay the foundation of Gods houſe , accords 
1ng corhe Pattern. But fortheſe'ſo unjuſtly refrifrom' us), 
new pur neceſſity; burequtiry pleads}, thar either you 
wouldfend them all over; which were a Work to be paral- 
Elled ro the gloriesof the Primitive times , 'orat leaſt ehit 
ye woulddetlare rhem tranſportable;” rhat when" ivinators 
'Thallbeſenr ro oy of tiem , *wheretn they 'may diſcerne a 
call from God, theremay be no difficultie in their looſing 
from thence, bur they nay cone back'to perfe-whar they 
began, and may ger'praiſe and fame in the Eand ;*whett 
they were pur eo ate. 'Neither are' you ro queltiof your 
power over ts{oro doe, or crave a prefidetit of 'yotir own 
prattiſein that kind), for our exttdordinary'need cfling'oh 
you , furniſherh OY WR 2 power to make this # prefideiir 
for thelikecaſcs hereafter : herein if you ſhall Iay- afide the 
particular concernment of ſome few'places, which you may 
eaſily out of your rich Nurſeries planr again , and makeuſe- 
of your publike ſpitits, whichare not ſpent; but increaſes 
by yourſo many noble defigies 5 you ſhall leave yupon'us and 
'our poſteritie the ſtamp of an obligation thar- carinor be de- 
te, or thar cannot be expres(e43 you 'ſhall' ſend to allthe 
neighbouring Churches a parrern'; 'and ereCt for 'aftsr-agtsa 
moaument of ſelf - deny ingteder zeale 5 youſhalldisbir 
den the Land of the many outcafts}, who wit folJow over 
their Miniſters ;* and you thall 'tnake ir appear; thar"the 
'Churlith bounty of the Prelars # Which arfirſt}caſt ſome #E 
thele men overto us, is norcompattble-withcheetcerfull- 
* beralitic ofa rightly conſtirnre General Aﬀembly,- t6 whoth 
. we arc. perſwaded, the Lord will give teed"Fos thelome 
_ which you beſt3w on ctheLord'; yea; -rhe'Uay miaycoiit,| 
- when a General AﬀerStly in wie ind ina) revieftre 64W0| - 
the firſt fruits of thanks , for. the. plants of yout 
- And althongh you were Teant bf faruirure'of tins Ende yo. 
: [bes .or might apprehend” mare neell thehi Forttierly > "yt 
;gdoubrleſſe, your bowels of compition woyle ine bin | 
- deep povertie'eyen in agreat Baker afMli&ion';4bound i 


free gift.l' 


3 


JHe® Afembly having receiveda Petition, ſub{cribedby 
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| the richesof your libzralitie, _ Burnow ſeeing you abound 


inall things, and have- formerly given,ſo:ample a proof of 
your large beltowing on Churches abroad in Germame and 

Franze - knowing :that you are nor weariedin well- dowwg;, 

we: confidently promiſe troo1r {elvesin your name , tharye 

will abound in this grace alſo, fellowing:the example-of 
our Lord'and rhe Primirive Churches , who alwayes ſenr 

out Diſciples in paires. Bur:1f herein'ourhopes ſhall faile 

us, we ſhall not: know /whether ro, wiſh that we haddied 

with our Brethren by the Enemies hand ; for we ſhall beas 

if it were (aid unto us, Goeſerve other Gods 3. Yet laoking tor 

anorher kinde of Anſwerat your hands » forin this you are 

ro us aSan Angel of God, we have ſent theſe bearers sM.-7obn 

Gordoun, and M. HughCampiellour Brethren, who may-more 

particularly'in forme you of our caſe , anddefirethar ar thetr 

returne ,' they. may refreſh the bowe:'s of Lt] 


Your moſt inſtant and earneſt Supplicants. 


[3 - 
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"Ireland , 


Common to ſome Miniftrs to go to 


; 
a wth i 4 *. 


Ho F 


-* @confiderable number in the North of Ireland, -intirnat - 


ingthein:deplorable.condition » through want of rhe Mint- 
Mterie of ithe Goſpel , occafioned by the tyrannie of the Pre- 


lats?, and: the {word of the' Rebels ) "and defiring fome 
Miniſters, ;eſpecially ſuch: as had been chaſed from then! » 


'by the perſecution of the Prelats, and ſome others tobtad- 


ded, eitherrobe ſent prefently over to reftde amongſt them, 


ne,| - Or declated:tranſportable,, that upon invitarion from them 
1 they might goe andfertlethere; rogether with ſome patti= 
/ . cular Petitions, defiring the returne of ſome particular Mi- + | 


niſters 3*who had laboured' there before : -Ail which the 
Afembly hach caken ro their. ſerious conſideration , being 
moſt heartily williug' ro {ymparhize with every member of 


- ChriſtsBody , although acyex ſo remore; pauch more with 
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that Plantation there , which for:rhe moſt part wasa Branch 
of the Lords Vine, planted 1a this Land. In which ſollj- 
Cirude , as they would be loath couſurpe without:their own 
bounds of ſtretch: themſelves bzyongd their ounmexfure ;.-fo 
rey dare not be wanting. to the enlargement -of ;Chriſts 
ingdome , where fo loud acry of ſg extreame_necefſi- 
tie, could not bytſtirreup the boyels of Chriſtian compas» - 
fion- And although chey conceive that the pretent unſer- 
led condition both'of Church , and State » and Land will 
\ Not ſuffer them as yet to looſe any ro make conſtant abode | 
there; yer they have reſolved to ſend over ſome forthe pre; |, 
ſent exigent til! rhe nexr Gen. Afﬀembly , by courſesto ſtay 
there four monerths allanerly : And therefore doe hereby 
authorize and give Commiſſion tqthe perſons following , tq 
wit, M. Robert Blair, Miniiterat 8. Andrews, . and M: Fames 
amilton , Mir iter ar Dumfreis for the firit four moneths : 
M. Robert Ramſay, Miniſter z: Glaſgow , and M. fohn Mac'el- 
lant , Miniſter ac Kirkudbright , for the next four moneths :, 
And to M. Robert Baile, ri ofeflor of Divinitiein the. Uni 
verſitie of Glaſgow , and M. John Leviſtoun, Miniſter of Seran- 
yaire, for the laſt four moneths:' "Lo repair intqthe North 
of Ireland, and there tovifit, comfort , inſtru and encou- 
, ragerhe ſcattered flocks of Chriſt , ro employ to cheir utter« 
moſt with all faichfulneſſe and ſinglereſle of heart , in plant- 
ting and watering s' . accotding. to the direGtion* of Go 
'Chrift, andaccording to the doctrine and diſcipline of this. 
Church in a/l rhings.,, Andif neeg be ( with concurrence 
of:\uch of the Miniſters of the Army as are there} tory and 
-ordain ſuch'as ſhall be found qualified for the Miniſterie , 
Giviog charge unto the perſons foreſaid in the fight af God , 
that in.-Doctrine,, jn Worſhip, in Diſcipline, and; in their . ] 
dayly' conyerſation , they ſtudie to approve. themſelves as |] 
; the Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift , and that they be comprable 
_ totheGeneral Aſlembly of this Kirk , inall things, . Andin 
caſt ifany of the above - mentioned, Miniſters þ: impeded by | 
fickneſs,or otherwiſe neceflarily. detained from this ſervice, 
the Aﬀembly ordaines rhs Commiſſioners refidingat Edin* 
burgh » forthe publike affairs of the Church ,.to:nomipatein 
.. theirplace well qualifizd men, who hereby are-autharized 
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to undertake the foreſaid imployment,- avif they had been 
expreſielynaminare inthe face of the Aſſembly. - And this, 
although poſlibly it ſhall not fully ſatisfie the'large expeRs= 
tion of the Brethren in Ireland, yer the Afſembly1s confidenr + 
they will take in good parctat this time, that which is judged 
molt conyenient for thur preſent condition, even a lentmite 
out of their own, not very great plenty, toſupply the pre« 
ſear neceſſity! requiring of them no artber recompence , bur - 
that they inall cheerefalnefſe may embrace and make aſe of \ 
ſalvation, and promiſing -to efilarge their indebted bounty - 
a; the next Aſſemb!y » as they thall finde, the Wotke of rhe 


Lord there td require.” Hi'the megane while, wiſhing that 


theſe Who'are ſent, miy come with the full blefing of che 
Do peace, and recommendingthem,. theirlabours, 
and thefe"rq whom theyate ſenr, ro the rich blefling of the 


- great Shepherd of che flock. 
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nh A7 again} fumdering of CMmifters. 


*T He General Aſſembly confiJering the malice of divers 
& Perſons inraifing calumntes and {caindals againſt Mini- 
ters, whiehisnor oncly.tcjurious totheir perſons, anddil- 
 credirablerothe holy calliagefthe Miniſterie, bur doth alfo 
rovc ofcena' great prejudice and hindrance to the promov= 
ing of the Vaſpel : Doe therefore ordain Presbyterjesarid 
$yqods'ro procecd difigently in proceſle. againſt all perſons » 
thit ſhall-reproach orfcandal Miniſters,with the cenſures of 
th: Kirk ,. even to the higheſt;” according as they ſhall fizde 
' thedegrez or quility of the ſcandal deſerve. | 


e at 
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At anent ardering.af the Afcembly Houſe. 
iy for better order intime coming ordains ' 


-& the Aﬀtof the Aflembly at Aberdene for 'o1dering the 
F FL | I : DM , K 5 Houſe 


Houſe of the Afembly to be kepr-hereafter punQually, And 
For that effe&, thar the ſamine be reade the'firſt;Seflionof 
every Aſſembly. £ 


——_— 


—_— 
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At for remembring in publike Prayers the |, 
deſiresof the Aſembly ro the King and Parliament, + 
and indiclion of a publike Fat. 


T He General Aſſembly being defirous ta. promove the 
great work of Unity in Religion/, and 147206 in 
Church - government, in all _— Dominions, for 
which the Aſſembly hath humbly ſapplicate the. Kings Ma- 
Eftic , and remonſtrate their deſires to the Parliament of 
Empland, leſt they ſhould be wanting in any meane that may 
furcher ſo glortous-and ſo good awork : - Doe ordain » that 
not only the ſaid Declaration ro the Parliament , and ſup- 
plication to tht Kings Myeſtie,' ſhall beaccompanied with 
the earneſt Petttions and prayers of 'the whole Brerhren. in 
private and publike,, for the Lords'blefling thereunts , ac- 'Þ 
cording tothe laudable cuſtome of, qur predecefiprs., who 
inthe year of God 1589, ordaines that the Brechren in their 
privare and publike prayers, recommend uuro God the eſtate 
of the afflicted Church of England: Burt baviggyuſt cauſe of 
Far, thar the iniquicies of the. Land, which lo-much abs | 
_  Bunt,, may marre this {o great A Wok, dos alſo ordain3 
ſolemne Faſt to be. kept on; the ſecond Lords. Day, of Ss 
 Zember, and ths: Wedneſday following throughaur ghe whoſe 
Kingdome for the caulesaftei ſpecified, MROPSy 


- 


I. Grefle ignorance and all ſort of wickednelſe among the 


vo 


greater part , ſecurity , meer formality aiid unfruitfulneſſe 

among the beſt , andunthankfulnefle-inall... -- - - - | 

JI. The ſword raging throughout all Chriſtendome, hut 

moſt barbaroafly in Ireland, andYayly:more atiq wiore threats 

, nedinEn2/and\, through the lamentable diviſion betwixrthe 

King and theParlianjent'there, -tendingtothe ſubverſion 
- Religion and Peace in all the rheee Kingdomess + , I 


[, : 
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. ITI. Thar God may gracioully bleſſe the Supplication of 
E | the Adembly co: wo ag Majetty, anditicir morion to the 
Parliament oi England, 'for Unitie wi'Religion , and Unifor- - 
muty of Kirk - government, and all other meanes which may 
ſerve for the promoying of lo-preata Warke., .and a 
menr of the Kingdome of Chriſt everywhere. 
1V.; Tha; God may-powerfully overturne all wicked; Taos 
and deſipnes of Antickriſtand his followers; and all diviſive 
motions againft the couric of Reformation, and the ſo much 
longed for Union of the King and Parliament. 
V. "TB Gad _ bicfie tþ the harveſt, 


n 274 07-314 n2d 
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y | Nent the As of Aﬀemblics , for obſervation of rhe 
at Lords Day , protaned by going of ſalt-pannes , Thar 
«2 tins Aﬀſembly would declare the limits of the OP - 
h gunv wiuch rhe pannes ſhould.ftand. $0 


» *W 


In | 

" 541 He " Aſembyy referres.b&Avfwer of ts gin, we 4 mY 
10 vo ' former, — 

ir ; 

e 4 OO — 

6 | Reference from the Synode of Fy fe. 

1 

p Har ie Provincial} of Angus keep their meeting on-the 

Je {ame day with the Synoadof Fyffe , which breakes the .- 


corre{pondence berwee nithem - Pos by the General 
he aA flembly of Glaſgow. 


ANSWER. 


711  w2 7 Afſe bly oxrdaines the Provineiall Aſſembly of Angus ts kee 
" | T2 firſt meeting upon the third Turſdo, of April, tr hy 
i the FT: of th che ſaid Aſſembly of Glalgow. | 


tee 


—_—— 


. Overtures 


th 56 ; The General! 


Overtures tobe adviſe 4 by Pros by ge 
+  aganfttbenexs Mſemby. 


T9 W Appeals ſhall be brought into the Generall As- 
4 femblics ; and by what ſort of citation. © '/ 

- "'Wharthali þethe preſcription of (canaalls ;, within whar 
ſpace. of time ſhill they be challeng=d', wherher after three 
yerrs » the Miniſter having. been allowed and approved in 
life and dofrine'by Synods , Pregbyreries , and Viſfin- 
trons . s . ; . % _ 

| Whaz order ſhall be taken for keeping general Aſſemblies, 


when Presbyteries ſend not the fullinumber of Commiſlio- | 


* % 


Elufion and diflolving of the Asſembly. 
>  Qrderto be agyiſeq for Teſtimonials, , 


ners: Or when.che Commiſſioners adide not until the con-' 


tate ret 


Py " O — 


THe Aſſembly appoints be wext Generall Aſſom- 
- {- #1 ro boid'at Edinburgh ,. the fir Wedneſday 
of Aupuft , 1643. 


SR 
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jm 


The Kings Letter to the General Afembly. 
Preſented by his Majeſties Commiſſioner ' 
Sr Thomas Hepe of Craighall Knights 
| Hs CHajefties Advocate. 


CHARLES R. 


Raſtie and welbeloved, We greet you well. 
'Fhe ume now 2pproachi For the holding of 
the Generall Afembly of. Our Kirk of Scor- 

= land , and We having appointed Sr Thon.as 

Hope Our Advocate tobe Our Commiſiioner 

there ; We thought good te preſent him there with rheſe 

Our Letters , and to take this occaſion ro minde you of the 

duty which you owe to Us your Soveraigne , and to;the 

peace of that Cur Native Kingdome. How far We bave 
lately extended Qur grace Bind favout towards fatisfattion 


mn... 


. of your humble deſires ,:ithere tsnotany amongſt you, but - 


'way well remember :> And; therefore in this copjunfture 
of Qur affairs, it is but reaſ{onable-that We expetfromyou 


| ſuch moderacion.in the dutifull proceedings ef this Agſemy 


Þly, as may concurre with, our Princely incligations and 
defiresy 


WEE! 


wh _ TbeGenerall. 
deſires, to preſerve'rhat'Kirk and 'that'onrKingdotne it 
eace3 having wel-obſerved that' alterations in points of 


Religion, areoften-theinlers rocivill difſentions., and the 
hazard',. if not overthraw of both: Kirk'and Kingdomes:. 
Therefore of Our great affeftion- and ſpeciall rendernefle. 


to-your peace {\who of a}l Our Dominions are: yet happic 
therein to the envy of others) We conjure and require you 
in the fear of God; and obedienee of Us his Vicegerepr, 
that your endeavours and conſultations tend onely to pre- 
ſerve peace and quietnefie among you. And fo We bid 
you farewell. *Given?t Our Courtat Oxford the 22. day 
of July, 1643. | A Oey RRne Pe MEL tg 
Toour right. truſty; and. -welbelaved. Courſellour , Sir Thomas 
Hope Knighr, our Advocate general . and Our Commisſioner 
at the generall :ſſembly of the Kirk in Our Kingdome of Scot= 
. land, andto thereſt ofthe ſai :fjembly now comveened, - 


ME 


— 


Sell 2. Auguſt 3. 1643. 


Overtures anent Bills, References, and Appeales. 


1. T Har all Bills whatſoever of particular concernment » 


whereunto all parties having tntereſt are fiot cited , 


ſhould be rejected. Or A 
Fi. Tharall Bills be firſt preſented ro the inferiour Judi= 
Extoriesof the Kirk,who may comperently conſider of them, 


and from them be orderly and gradatim brought” to the As- 


ſembly , according tothe order prelc:ibed for Appelfations 
inthe Asſembly of 'Edinburgh , 1539. in the 24. Sesf; Aw 
Bork. That the ſaid A of 45sſembly 1639. anent Appel 
lations, bealſo extended ro References, ; 
FV, In Appellations and References of particular c on- 


[ 


* 


eernment, ifall parties having intereſt , have beenpreſent . | - 


ive inferiour.Judicarorie when rhe: Appeal and Reference _. 


wimade, hen: there 1s-no_nec2llitie of cication; ''Bur in 


_. caſe ofcheirabſcnce > citatavn ot parties is ſo nece lar, _ 


< % 3 
GS 4 


cl 


, 


Amb , 21643. 


' 1He be wanting » Appellations and References thouldnor 
. | bereceived. 

'V. Thar conform to former Adts of Aﬀmblies ; 5 Appel- 
lations poſt ſententiam be made within ren dayes after the fen- 
tence , and otherwife.not tobe refpemeyy 


The Aſienibly ordaines their Overtares fo be given to the ſeverall 
C:momittees for their direftion. 


is : FP £20 


Sell. 3. AugnFf4- 1643- 
Act for eleftion of Profeſſours to be Commiſcioners 
to Aſſemblies by Presbyreries. 


THe Asſembly thinks , if Profesfours of Divinirie 5; in 
*Jniverſities be Miniſters , _ that they may be choſen 
Commiſſioners tothe Generall Asſembly , either by the 


Presbyterie as Miniſtersor by the Univerſitie as Pro esſours | 


'of Drvinitie. 


a. 


Seſf. 4. Hug: 5 1643. 
This Peticion of the diſtreſſed Profeſſours i in 
rah55o7 lreland for Miniſters. 


To the 1 x werdrd and honeurable Moderatour and rema- - 


nent mbers of the General Afcembly of Scotland, 


-eotuperned ar Edinburgh, Aug. 1643. ey 
Thihathae Perition'sf the a 


inthe Nerth of Ireland. 


- Bunby cheiveth,, _ : 


Titi whereas you were pleaſed the. laſt Year ro nke i an 

rice of our Petition, - and:.conceived ſofavourable an-at 
noun, aaa » from. qur hearts we blejſa the hoon: God.of 
our 


: your fairhfull promiſe of inlarging your ind; 


20 
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.our Fathers, who pur ſuch a thing as this in your heart, to 
begin in any fort to bezutifie the Houſe of the Lord amongit 


vs: Doubelesſc you bayc brought upon your ſelves rhe bles« | 
, Ing of rhem who conlider the poor 3 the Lord *1l] certainly, 


deliver you in thetime of trouble. - We truft no diftance of 
Mi 


place , no Jength of time, no preſſure of affilion , yea, ' 
nor fmiling of proſperity , ſhall: delece out of 0urtdankfull 
metnories the humble: acknowledgement of your,.{o mo- þ 


therly care: in drawing out your brezſts , yea , your fouls 


ro ſausfie che hungrie : altthongh we have been bezren with 
' the {word , birten with famine, our own wickednes Cor- 


recting us , 'our back = flidings reprovingus, yet we have 
nat tofarre forgotten the Lords ancientlove, bart thapour 


- hearts were b:oughr to alitcle reviving; ia the midſt of our 


bondage , | by the Miniſtery of theſe, who at your direction: 
wade a ſhort. vift amongſt us. We know you did not. can- 


. EetvEit expedient atthat time , i9looie @tiy for full ſeft-. 
. Itng here, ill rhe warers of the bJoudy ipundation were 
ſomewhat abated , and prohabiliry might be of ſorne com- 

' fortable abode , which we through the Lords revengiig | 


hand , purſuing our enemies, and the vigilancie df yolir 
victorious Army, iS1n a great meaſure atrained unto. - What- 
focyer mighr have derained ſome of theſe whom ye directed 
tous, Whoſe lay made our expeRartron prove abortive, we 
fhull zſcribetz to our own abuſe of ſuch treaſure , andwant 
of ſpirituall hunger ,, occaſioned juſtly throvgt-the wary of 
food; And yet wat ſame, diſ-appoiptment , . together with 
baed. bounue 5 


whichis put upen record jnall ourbearts, hath: 


cervetbe ſeed ofa lively expettation , tha Vit, WBHfnow uo 
orc put your bountic » andthe means of u)rBifey, ir:to rhe 
hazard of ſuch frnſtrarions, but will once forall; boſtow 2n 
ample and enduring bleſſipg. And of this we are f0 much | 


the more confident, becauſe our formet ſuit was not denyed - 


but delayed: oply we fear , if a newdelay, be procured»: 
tillall thiogsbe fully ſettled , rharthe obſerving of winde 


znd clonds , hall hinder both ſowing and'reaping:” ; Andin +7 


themeantime, the Prelates and their Faction-may.ſtep'in 
«od Jqyeſt themlclyes of thrir'old tyrannig over-our con” 


Fact 


J 


6.15 ſcott» | 


of 9 =o 6. 5. ID. Se Ts. VE. ESE CC IDS iran AE - A © 


4 learn ſometime from ourenemie : Bur in this you have be- 
, gunbefore , notonly todo ,. but alfo to-be forward a year 


' hand; you cannot pretend want of bread or cloathing , you 


LO 


| pline, and may help to bring in others, and then ſhill we: | 


| Sir Robert Adair of Kiphilr Knight , and Willkam Mackenna of - 


Inheritance , thoſe Canaantres dare not offer ro thruſt us out, 
| By all appearance, if the Jeſuites had any = to finde 


| 6þligatorie Act,and ar leaſt declare your conſenr,that acom- 


CORE I OI 


Hake, do nor kill our dying ſouls , by denying th: ſe our 
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ſciences» whoif they once ſhall ſee us poſſeſſed of onr own 


welcome amongſt us , they had provided us fully ere now 
with their poyſ{oned plants, Our hearts abhorrerhzcheck=- 
ing or ſuſpecting of your proceedings, yet it is lawfull to. 


ago , and thereby have ingaged your ſelvesto perfe& your 
own beginnings, andbringus out ofourorphan condition. 
We are fallenin yoor lap, this ruine muſt beunder your 


muſt be healers: We have choſen you curatorstoyourlittle 
young ſiſter that wants breaſts ; there isnone inearch rotake - - 
her out of your hand, for we will not, nor cannor hideit 
from your Honours and Wiſedowe, that we want bread , ' 
and mult nor only, as before, hayeabit for our preſenr 
need, butalſo ſeed to ſow the Land. _ 

: Ir is therefore our humble and earneſt defire, thatyou 


* 


would yet again look on our formerPetition , and your own 


tent number of our own Miaiſters may be loofed roſertle 
ere, and break breadto the children that lye fantingat the: 
head of all ſtreets, which although it may be accounted bur 
areſtoring of what we loſt, and you have found, yer we 
ſhall eſteem it as the moſt precious giftrhat earth canaffoords +... 
When they are ſolooſed , if they finde not all things concur- ' 8 
ung toclear Gods calling, it will be in their hand to forbear _** 
and you have teſtified your bountie. Bur bh for the Lords ' 


neceſfar defires. Thereareabout twelve or fourteen waſte 
congregations on this nearneſt coaſt ; let us have arleaſt a | 
competent number thar may ere& Chriſts throne of diſci= 


ling, that the people who were ;ft of the ſword, have faund - 
grace inthe wildernefſe. Wehaye ſent theſciour brethren, , 


faſt merchant, jro atrend an anſwer from yen, who have 
L |  atraiged 


162 TheGenerall 
attained that happinesſe to be lenders and not borrowers , 
and to preſent the heartie longiug affetions of 


Your moſt obliged and more exſpefting 


oe | Fehr, and ſervants. 
Subſcribed by very many hands. 


L OOmE—— x 


Sefl. 6. Auguſt $. 1643. 
As for ſubſtribing the Covenant. 


f pes GeneralAfembly conſidering the good and pious ad-, 


vice of. the Commiſſioners of the !aft Afembly , upon 
the 22. of Seprember; 1642 poſt meridiem , recommends 
ingto Presbytries, to hae Copies of rhe Covenantto be 
ſubicribed by every Minifter ar/his admiffion ,. doth there» 
fore ratifie and appro: e. rhe ſamine. And further ordaines, 


that the Covenant be reprinted , with this Ordinance pre- 


fixed thereto , and that every Synod , Presbyterie , and 


Paroch, have one of them bound in quarts, with ſome. 


blank paper , whereupon every perſon may be obliged to 


ſubſcribe : And that the Covenants of the Synod and Presby-, 


terie be keeped by theirModeratou' srefpe;v8; of Univerſities 
by their Principals , of Paroches by their Miniſters , with 


2K. 2ll carefulnefle. And thar particular account of obedience to, 
= his Act, be requircd hereafrer in all yifirations of Paroches, | 
*. Univcrſires, and Presbyrerics , and all rrialls of Presbyte= | 


 *#xies and Synod books. 


THe General Aﬀembly conſidering that the A ofthe Aſ- || 
ſembly at Fdinbmygh, 1639. Auguſt 30. injoyningall per- 


ſons ro ſubſcribe the Covenant , under all Eccleſiaſtical 


cenſure, bath not been obeyed : - Therefore ordaines all . | 


Miniſters to'make intimation of the ſaid AR in their Kirks, 
and thereafter to proceed with the cenſures of the Kirk a- 


gainſt ſuch as ſhall aefuſe ro ſubſcribe the Covenant.. And 
that exact account be taken of every Miniſters diligence | 
| ERR here - 


++ 


| £27 obation of the proceedings of the 


hereintil by their-Presbyreries and Synods , as they will an' 


- | wertothe General Adembly. 


———_———— 
" 


Seff.-7. Auguſt 9. r643* mm terrcen 
Act for ſegrching Books tending to 


Separation. 


tion of the Commillioners of rhe lare Aſſembly ar 
> S. Andrews, upon the 12 of May laſt , tocvery Mi- 


upon the coaſts, or where there is Harbourie and-P 
to try and ſearch for all books tendingts Separation 8 
And finding the-ſame moſt neceflar , do therefore ordairt 
that recommendation ro. have rhe ſtrength of an ordinary 
At of Afembly : And'that eyery Miniſter be careful tory 
and ſearch if any ſuch books be brought ro this Countrey 
from beyand ſeas , and if any fhall be found, ropreſene 
the ſamige to Presbyteries » that ſome courſe may be taker 
tohinder the diſperſing thereof: And earneſtly recommend 


. | tothe Civil Magiſtrates, ro concurre with their auchoritie 


inall things , for effeCtual execution hereof. 


— 


1 
ents, 
—_— 


Commiſioners of the laft Aſſembly. 


| Committee appointed re conlider the proceedings of 


- | 4 the Commiſhoners of the hteAsſembly ar S. Andrews; . 


after mature deliberation , and ſerious conſideration theres 
&, findes the whole As, ConcluGons and Proceedin 


- [ofthe ſaids Commiſiioners , contained in a Book and Reg1- 

: fiter® ſubſcribed bv Maſlar Andrew Ker their Clerk , and by 

| Vaſter David Lindſay Moderatous "ap Meſtes James Wamil- 
TTY 


#08 
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JT Generall Aſſembly conſidering the recominenda-. 


 niſter within their ſeveral bounds 3 <p to Mute 


? Fe © Generall Asſembly having heard the report of the - - 


by 


n64 The Generall 
top Clerk to the ſaid Committe, to deciare much wifedgme, 


Kdelinie in doing and diſcharging 
their Commiſſion, * 


# 


Se. 8. Auguſt 10.1643. 


lent of England to a Committee, to be preſent= \ 
ed by them to Aſſembly. 


FY Parlamentof England, defire your Lordſhips , and 
the reſt of this reverend Commitree , to repreſent to the re« 
yerend the Generall Aſſembly ofche-Church of Scotland, 


that we are commanded. 
To acknowledge with all thankfulnefſe to God , their 


| xeal forpurging and reforming Religion, and care not on: - 


Majeſtie diverſeBills.wz. For the ſuppreſſing ofInnovztions, 


diligence, vigilancie, and every way commendable zeal and | 
cvery thing accordingto |} 


Propeſitions given by the Commiſſioners of the Parka: : 


TJE the Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſes of the 


""_. 


wa Dc 


Ik to prevent the grouth ». but utterly to extirpate the Reli- | | 

ques of Popery : And alſo the great bleſſing of Almighty | * 
Goda their ſo conſtant and faithful endeavours , thus | 

far eſtabliſhing them in truth and peace, rogether with theis | © 

- Jabourof love, to procure the like happineſſe ro our Church | ® 

and Nation. | . "28 | C 

5 - Togive them an account of their earneſt defire and ende> | '* 
avour to ſee the ſame Work promored and perfeted among | 

k Our ſelves 3 which though it hath been oppoſed and retards | * 
ed by the induſtrious malice of the Popiſh, Prelaticall , and | 

walignant partie, yet through Gods goodneſle ic hath ſo far | © 

revailed, as to producethe removealtof the High Commifx W 

= - the making yoid the coercive power of the Prelates fir 

and their Courts, The gjeQion of rhe — from rhe | ©? 

"Houſe of Peers » the rurning out of many ſcandalous Mini-| © 

b ſters , Beſides rhar they have paſſed and preſenred' to his " 


For the {more ſtrict obſeryation of the Lords Day , againll]. 
Pluraliries and gen xelidencie 2 For the egane <6 2 the 
a hands ſcandzloul 


HA 
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I feandalous Clergie , For the abolition of Epiſcopacie : and - 


the calling an Asſembly : The true Copies of which, we 
herewithall deliver. hich Bills, through the under- 
minning of the Papiſts , Prelates , and their Þ (the 
 conftant enemies of Reformation ) have nor yet obrained 
his Majeſties Royallasſent. And yer confidering theurgene 
neceſſity of purging and ſettling the Church ( as td bren 
often presſed and preſented to the Parliament of England , 
, by pious and frequent exhortations and Declarations from 
that reverent Asſembly) they have been conſtramed by an 
Ordinance of both Houſes, to call an Asſembly of Divi- 

' nes, and others , now fitting, to confider and prepare 
what may conduce thereunto, which by the afliltance of 
ſome godly and learned Divines ſent from this Nation (as 
15 nearneftly deſired) we hope may through the bleMiig of 

God, bring it toperfeCtion. 

Aad yet notwithſtanding tolet.them know that by reaſoa 

of prevailing of the Papiſts, Prelaticall FaQtion » and other 


4 malignant enemies to this ſo much defired Reformation , 


_—_ 


{ all of them being nowin arms againſt rhe Parliament ) 
theſe. hopefull 'beginningsare likely, not onely robe ren- 
ded ineffeuall, bar all the former evils, ſuperſtions, and 
corruptions ( which forthe preſent, through the bleſſing 
of God, are ina good meaſureremoved. to be re-in:rodu- 
| ed by ſtrong hand whichiFonce they thould rake root again 
inthe Church and Kingdome of Tap. , will quickel 
Spread their veneme & infeftion into the nzighbour Churc 
and Kingdome of Scotland the quarrell of che- enemies of 
this Work b:ing not ſo'much azaink the perſons of men » 
# the power of Godlinesſe, and purity of Gods worſhip, 
whereloever it is profeſſed. Both Houſes do thereforede- 
fire that reverent Aſſembly to lay ſeriouſly to heartthe ſtare 
and condirion of their ſiſter Church and Kingdome , and 
not oaly by their prayers to afliſt in rheſe ſtraits , butalio by 
ſuch ſeaſonabls and effetuall means as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet, co furtherand expedite the preſent aid andafliſtancs 
demanded by both Houſes. 


\. Andlaſtly: to make known unto them, that weare deſig. ; 


ove] #9 and ſent by both Houſes of Parliament, ro the General 


L 3 Aſſembly 
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Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , ro propound to them 

and conſvir with them concerning ſuch things as may coa= 

duceto our own Reformation, and our ſomnch defired 

. conjunction with this Chugch., which they have more fully 
expreſſed inaDcclarationoftheir own, which here withall 

we preſent. | | 

'  Aupiſito. 1644, Tg 

tcl O | Wiliam Bond , 

| Secr. Commiſl. 


Cond... 


ms i 


—— 


A Declaration' of the Lords and Commons int 
the Patliament of England, tothe Generall 
£ Aſeemibly of the Church of 
Scotland. 


He Lords and Commens in Parliament acknowled.- 

givg with bumble rhankfulnefſe ro Almighty God, 

=” the diſpoſer of hearts, rhe Chtiſtiar zeal-and love 
which the Generall Aflembly of the Churches of Scotland, 
bave manifeſted 1n their pious endeayours for the preſerve 


' tion of the true reformed Proteſtant Religion , from the - 


ſubtle. practices and attempts of the Popiſh and Prelaricall 
party., tothe neceſſary Reformation of Church diſcipline 
and Government 1n this Kingdome, and the more near u- 
Non of both Churches, da earneſtly defire that reverend 
Aſſembly to take notice, that the two Houſes of Parliament: 
fully concurring witn them-in theſe pious Intentions ; for 
the berter:accomplilbkment thereof , have called an Aﬀſem- 
bly. of diverſe godly and learned Divines, and others of this 
Kingdome , unto the City of Weſtminſter , who are now 
fitting and conſulting abont theſe matters. And likewiſe 
have.nomivated and appointed FohnFarle of Ruthland, Sir 
VEiliom Armime Baronet, Sir HemyVanethe younger, Knight, 
Thomas Hatcher, and Henry Darley E\quires, Commitrees and 
Commutiioners of both Ffoules , to the Kingdome. and Sta- 
res of Scorland, who beſide their Inftruttions'in matters 


- 


6 hy - . * * 
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concerning | \ 
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concerning the Peace andCommonweal of both Kingdomes, 
have received Directions to reſort to the General Aﬀembly 
of the Church of Scotland , and propound and conſult 
with them , or any Commiſſioners deputed by them, in 
all occaſions which may further the ſo much defired Refor- 
mation'ijn Eccleſiaſtical matters in this Church and King- 


| dome, anda nearer conjunAton berwixt both Churches. In 


performance whereof , Maſter Stephen Marshaly and Maſter 
Phil: » Nye, Miniſters of Gods Word, and men of appro- 
ved faitifulnefle and abilities in their Fun&ion, both Mem-. 
bers of this Aſſembly of Divines here congregared , and 
firring , are appointed to ailift and adviſe the ſame Com- 
mittee in ſuch things as ſhall coacerne this Church. - And 
the two Houtes do hereby recominend the Commurtees and 
divines afore-menrtioned, to the reverend Aflembly of the 
Church of Scotland , 'o be by them received with favour » 
and credited in rhoſe chings , which they , or any taree,. or 
more of them ſhall. p:opound ro them. | 

Ir is Itkewiſe deſired, that that reverend Asſembly will 


-according_.to their former promiſe and reſolution, ſend. ro' 


the Asſembly here , ſuch number of godly andlearned D1- 
vines,as in their wiſedome they.rhink moſt expedient for the 
fartherance of this work, which ſo much concernes the ho- 
nourof God, the proſperity and peace of the two Churches 
of England and Scotland ; and which mult needs have a great 
influence in procuring a more ſafe and'proſperous condition 
to other reformed Churches abroad, And thar.thetr endeas 


yours may be more effeCtual, the two Houſes do make ris 


requeſt to them , with their authority, advice and exhore 
tation , ſofar asbe longs to them! , ro ſtir up that Nation to | 
ſend ſome compeent Forces in aid of this Parliament aud 


_Kingdome, againit the many Armies ofthe Popiſh and Pre- 


Jarical party , and their adherents, now in arms for the 


Tuine and deſtruion of the reformed Religion, and all-the 


Profesſ@urs thereof. In all which they ſhall do that which 


\Will be. pleaſing roGod, whoſe cauſe it is , and likewiſe 
fafe and advantageous to their own Church and Kingdome , 


who cannot ſecurely enjoy the great bleſſings of Religion , 


Peace, and Libertie in that Kingdome , if this Church and 


L 4 Kingdome, 
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Kingdoms » by the prevailing violence of that partie, ſhall 
bee brought to ruine and deſtruction, | 


- Jo. Browne, Cleric. Hem. Elſjnge . Cler. 
. Parliamentorum. © Parl. U. Com. 
A Letter from ſome Brethren of the 
CIHinifterie in the Krk of England , 
; to the Aſſembly. >; Rn 


Reverend and beloved; 


Y* He experience which we have had of your forward-- 
.& nesſe in receiving, and faithfulnesſe in weighing out 


former addrefſes , hath given us abundantencouragement . | 


ro take hold upon this preſent opportunitie of brearhing our 


ſ9mething of our ſorrowes » which your loveand our nece(-- 


fity , command us to repreſent toyour confideration-and 
compaſſion, Much we know we may commit to the wiſe: 


dome andfidelity of our Zrethren theſe mesſengers, ro im- * 


part unto you concerning our miſerable condition, and uns 
ro them ſhall leave the moſt. Your own Natiouall, bur ſpe- 
cially Chriſtian intereſt , ' will not permit you to hide your 


eyes from the bleeding condition of your poor diftresſed : 


Brethren in England,ſhould neither Lecrers,norMesſengers 
beſent unto you; Bur Mesfengerscoming,we ſhould at once 
_. neglect our ſelves , ſhould we not thus a litrle eaſe our bur 

_ dened hearts,by pouring them our into your boſomes ,. and 
ſeem ungrateful ro you, of whoſe readines(e toſuffer with 
us, and do for us, wehave had fo great & ample teſtimonies. 


Surely if ever a poor Nation were upon the edge of a moſt' 


deſperate precipice : if ever a poor Church were ready tobe 


ſwallowed up by Satan and his Inſtruments,. we are that . 


Nation , weare that Church. And in both reſpects by ſo 
"much the more miſerable » by how much, we'expected not 

- a@Preſervation onely , but an augmentation alſo , of happ1- 
nesſe in the one-, and glory in the other. Welooked for 

| Peace, burno pood came, and fora time of healing , and 
behold trouble: Our GOP who in his former Judge- 
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 eAﬀjembly, 1643, 169. 
ments wasa moth & rottenesſe (and yer bad of late beguato 
fend us health and cure) .is now turned into a Lion ro us : 


| and threatens to rend the vety cawle of aur hearts: From 
' above he hath ſent a fire into our bones, and it prevailsa- 


gainſt us ; From our awn bowels he hath called forth » and 
ſtrengchened an adverſarie againſt us , ageneratian of bru- 
tiſh hellſh men , the rod of his anger » aod the ſtaif of his 
indignation , under whoſe cruelties.we blced, and if pre= 
ſent mercy ſtep not in, we die. Raghtcous art thou, O 
LORD, and juſt are all thy TFudgements! But O the more 
then barbarous carrizges of ouc enemies,, where ever GOD 
gives any of his hidden ones up into their hands, we need + 


_ not Cexpres(e it unto you, who knows the inveterate and 


deadly malice of the Antichriſtian fathon againſt the Mem- 
þzrs of our Lord Jeſus. Anditis well we need nor expresſe 
itunroyou, for in truth we cannot. Your own thoughts 
may tell you better then any words of ours , what the mercie 
of Papilts 1s, toward the Miniſters and Servants, of our 


'Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But the Lord knows we are not tron- 


bled ſo much with their rageagainſt us, or our own taiſe- 
ries and dangers; but that which breaks our heares is , the 
danger we b-hold the Proteſtant Religion > and all the Re- 
formed Churches inat this time » rhrough that too great and 
formidable ſtrength the Popiſh Faction 1s now arrived ar. If 
our GOD wil) lay our bodies as the-ground, and asthe 
ſtreet under their foot, and poure out ourbloud asdult be 
fore their fury,the wil of theLord bedone, might our bloud 
be a ſacrifice to ranſome the reſt of the Saints or Churctfof 
Chrift fromAntichriſtian fury,wewould offer it up upon this - 
ſervice gladly. But we know their rage is inſatiable, and will 
no: be quenched with our blouds , immortall, and will nor 
die with us, armedazainftus, notas men, buras Chriſti- 
ans, but as Proteſtants, bur as men deſiring toreform our 
ſelves, and to draw our ſelves and others yer nearer unto - 
God, And ifGod gave us up to be devoured by this rage , 
it will take the more ſtrength and courage (atleaſt ) toat- 


" tempt the like againſt all rhe Proceſtane and Reformed | 
Churches. In a deeper.ſenſe of this extream danger{ 


threating us ard you ,: arid all the Churches then we can ex 
OT LY: prev{cr= 
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170 - The Generall 
preſſe, we have made this addr-Ne unto you; in the bowels 
" of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, humbly imyloring your. moſt 
fervent Priyers to the GOD char hears Prayers ; who 
{ ſhould we judge by providences) cems to be angry with 
our Prayers (though we truit he doth but ſeem ſo, and 
_ though he kill us, yer will wertuſt in him) Oh, give us 
the brotherly aide of your re - inforced tears and prayers » 
tharthe bleſſings of ruth and peace which our prayers alone 
have not obtained, yours: conjoyned , miy, And give us 
xeverend and much honoured 1n our Lord your advices, 
what remains for as further to doe , for the making of our 
own and the Kingdomes peacewith GOD. We havelien 
m2the duſt before him 3 wehave poured our hearts in humi- 
tation ro him, we have in ſincerity, endeavoured toreform 
our ſelves, andno lefle ſincerely defired , ſtudied, 'labour- 
ed the publick Reformation , Nevertheleſfſe the Lord hath 
nor yer turned himſelf from the fierceneſle of his anger. 
' Andbe pleaſed to adviſe us further,what may be the happieſt 
courſe for the uniting of the Proteſtant partie more firmly ? 
Thar we may all ſerve GOD with one conſent , and Rand 
up azainſt Antichriſtas one man, that our GOD who now 
hides himſelf from;his people may recurn unto us, delihhr 
in us {catrer and {ſubdue his and our enemies , and cauſe his 
face to ſhine upon us. The Lord proſper you and preſerye 
'es ſo» that the great work of thele latter ages may be finithed 
to his honour , and our ownand the Churches happineſſe 
throuzlh Cirilt Jelus. + 
Subſcribed by very many hands- | 
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; Seſſ. g. Auguſt 11. 1643 
A@ againſt Burials and hinging of Honurs, &c. 


in Kirks. ' 


"He General! Afembly conſidering the grear abuſe of 

R. burying within Kirks , wherein GODS publick wor- 
thip is excrciſed, notyithſtanding diverſe Ads of this Kirk»: 
SH £8 | prohibiting 
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prohibiting rhe ſame. And 'that throurgh toleration rhe” 


reof , other abuſes in hinging,of Penſils and Brods , affix 
ing of Honours and Arms, and ſuch ke ſcandalous Menu 
ments in the Kirk , hath crept in. Therefore for remedy 


hereof, do hereby tratific and approve 'the former Acts and 
 Conſtirutions made againſt burials in Kirks. And inktbires 


an4 diſcharges all perſonsof whatſoever qualitie , to bary 
any deceaſed perſon within the body, of the Kirk , where 
Word , and adminifttra» 
tion of the Sacraments. And als inhibites them to hing 
Penſils or Brads , toathixe Honours or Arms, or ro make ' 


any ſuch like Monuments, to the honour or remembrance 


of any deceaſed perſon upon walls ,' or otir.rplaces with- 
in the Kirk, where the publick worſhip of God is exer- 
Ciſed , as ſaid 1s. | 


| — ————— —}_ 


Seff. 10. Auguſt 12.1643. 
A# anent repoſitionof Miniſters, depoſed by 


Superiour Tudicarories I 


He Generall Asſembly conſidering that ſentences of 
Superiour Judicatories of the Kirk ſhould ſtand effe- 
Ctuall > while they be taken away by themſelyes, and that 
they ſhould nor be made voidand ineffectual! by Inferiour 
Jadicatories : Therefore diſcharges allProvinciall Asſem- 


blies to repone any Miniſter depoſed by the Generall As- * 


ſembly. Andall Presbyteries ro repone any Miniſters de- 
poſed either by General or Provincial Aſſemblies ; And de- 


_ Clares.and ordains, thar all ſuch ſentences of repoſition by 
. theſe Inferiour Judicatories reſpetve , ſhall be null in them-. 
. ſelves; And thatthe ſenrences of depefiriqn by the Supe- 
. niour Judicatories reſpeFve ſhall ftand valid and effetual! 


notwithſtanding thereof, 
. 
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Sel. rt. Aug. 14. 1643. 
AT againf Maſters who have Servants that prophane 


b ' the Lords day. 
P He Generall Aſſembly declares , that 'the Ats made 
againſt Salmond fiſhing upon the Sabbath, or againſt 
any other labour upon the Lords day, to be not only againſt 
fervants who atually work : But alſo that the famine 
ſhould be extended againſt maſters , whoſe hired ſeryants 
they are, | | 
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Seſl. 12. Aug. 15. 1643 - 
AGF for preparing the Direftorie for the] 
aa; 56 of Gad, 


THe Afembly conſidering how convenientit is, thatall 
the Miniſters 'of the particular Kirks within this Kings 

 . dome, in their adminiſtration , keep unity and anifornuty 
in the ſubſtance and right ordering of ail the parts ofthe pu- 
blick worſhip of Gad , and rhart all the particular Kirks by 
the {ame unity and uniformity , teſtifie their unanimous 
conſent againſt all ſchiſme and 61vifion,unro whichjtheſe ti* 
mes: through the working of Satan and hisinſtruments , a-' 

- . Sainſtthe propagation of the Goſpel of peace are ſo inclina- 
ble: Doth ordain; that a Directorie for divine worſhip, 

'_ _ withall convenient diligence b2 framed and made ready in 
all the parts ther2of, againſt the next Generall Afﬀembly, 

ro bz held in the year 1644. And for this end that ſuchas 
Thall be nominate by this Aſſembly , ſhall immediatly afcer 
rhe riſing ofthe Aſſembly ; ſerchemſelves apart ( ſo faras 
way be ) from rheir parricular callings , and with all dili* 
genceand ſpeed , goabour thisſopublick, ſopiousand ſa 
profitablea work- And when they bave broughe their en-. 
deavours and labours about this DireRorie to an cnd , _ 

| x bo 
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Aſſembly, 1643. "273 
it be put into the hands of the Commiſſioners of the Generall - 
Aſſembly , ro be reviſed', and thereafter by them ſenrin 
feverall Copies toall the particular Synods ro beheld 1 

" Apniland May , that the ſamine {ns 09” with their 
obſervations, notes, and animadverſions to the Generall 
 Afembly, itmayinend, after their full triall andapproba- - 
tion , by order and anthority from them be rocobon , and 
practiſed by all the Miniſters and particular Kirks.. And for 
preſerving of peace and brotherly unity , in the mean whitc A 
-till the Direorie by univerſal! conſent of the whole Kirk 
beframed, finiſhed , and concluded, The Aflembly ifor- 
bidderh under the pain of the cenſures of the Kirk, alldif- 
putation by word or writing , inprivare or publick , abour 
different practices in ſuch things, as have not been formerly 
determined by this Kirk , Andall condemning one of an- , 
other in ſuch lawfull things as have been univerſally recei- 
ved, and by perpetuall cultome pratifed by the moſt fairh- 
full Minifters of the Goſpel, and oppoſers of corruprions 
in this Kirk , fince the firſt beginmng of Reformation ro 
theſe times... And doth exhort and command thar alt - 
endeavour to the keep the unity of the ſpirit, inthe bond 
of peace, thatall beginnings of Separation, all ſcandalt and 
diviſion, be by all means avoided; And that agaioft envy= - 
.img., and ſtrife, and fattion , and glorying in men , every . 
one go before another in the duties of loye , and ſo fulfill the 
Law of Chriſt : Thar continuing in one ſpiritand one minde, 

* & fighting together through the faith of rhe Goſpel, we may 
murually aide, ſtrengthen and comfort one anorhex in all 
Paſtorall and Chrifltan emploiments , berter refiſt the com- 
monadverfſarics , edifice one another in the knowledge and 
fear of God , and rhe mage acceptably , and with the gre= 


2ter bleſſing ſerve the Pc who hath donefo great things 


fqr us.” ; 


eee 


Propoſe: 
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Propoſitions from the Engliſh Commiſſioners 

- © preſentedthu day tothe Aﬀembly. 

WW E the Commiſfioners appointed by both Houſes ofthe 
VY Parliament of England , being commanded bythem 

(as we have already declared) todefire the reverend Aflem- 

bly of Scotland, ſeriouſly ro lay to heart the preſent Eftate 


of their Siſter Church and- Kingdome of England , and nor 


onely to aſſiſt with their Prayers in their ſtraits , bur alſo by 
fach reaſonable and efleCtuall means asto themſelves ſhall 
ſeem meet to further and expedite the aſliſtance now defired 
by both Houſes from the Kingdome of Scotland, anda 
more ſtrict union with them, Have thought fir in Purſuance 
ofthe commands recerived from both Houſes of Parliament, 
communicate to this Aſſembly rhe paper which tothis pur= 
_ poſewe have lately delivered ro the Honourable Conven- 

tion of Eſtares, in this Kingdome , that ſo this reverend 
Aſſembly might be the bertor enabled , rocontribure their 
beſt aſſiſtance toward che furthering and expediting of the 
fame- -' Wherein we aſſure our ſelves of their ready and wil 
ling affeftions , conſidering rhe great ſervice they may, do 
God » and the grear honour may redound to themſelves 


 nabecoming the Inſtruments of a glorious Reformarion ,. 


- nor onely through this Llandzbur from thence poſlibly to be 


fpread to other Churches now oppreſſed under the Anti- 


chriftian bondage , and ryrannie of the Popiik and prelatical 
Faction. We will nor ſay there licsany obligation upon: 
this Church and Kingdome , to comply with the d:ſires of 
the two Houſes of Parliament; .though we might call to 
minde that God bythe hand ofthe Church and Kingdome 


of England , did once reach forth afliſtance and aid unte . | 


this Nation, and hath ſince uſed them as a help to thar bles= 
ſed Reformation it now enjoyes. Ard who knoweth 
whether the wiſe providence of God hath not ſuffered this 
Church and Kingdome to be tempted thereby, ro make 
them the more ſenſible of rhe preſent miſeries of thelr bre- 
thren , and lkewiſegiven them a good ylue ,' with theten- 

| | = tation, 
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Aſſembly, 1643: 75 
tation, that they miphr be made a means of our deliver= 
ance? We ſball not needto offer any grounds of pruderzee 
toinvite them hereunto, who hayealready prevented us in 
the acknowledgement of what might be ſaid of thatkinde 
n the adyice preſented by rhe Commiſſioners of the General 
Afembly , July 6. 1643. unto the Convention of Eſtates, 
expreſiing as one remedie of the preſent dangers of this 
Church and Kingdome, their earneſt defire of renewingthe 
leapue and asſocitation with England , for the defenceof 
Religion againſt the common enemie , and of further exe 
—— the ſame againſt Prelacie, and Popiſh Ceremo- 
nies , for Uniformity in externall worſhip and Church-go- 
vernment. And wehope that the ſame God who hath pur 
thefe deſires 1nto rhe hearts of both Kingdomes , will make 
uſe of this preſent opportunity to Enit them both to him= 
ſelf, and each other ina moſt ſtrict and durable Union, 
- and thereby the more firmly to eſtabliſh rruth and peace im 
| both Nations. Howſoeyer this which we have done in 
diſcharge of dur duty , will affoord the- comfort of a goed 
conſcient? in our greateſt diſtresſes , and give us ground re 
expe deliverance ſome way or other from the manifold 
wiſedome and power of God , who though men and means 
fail + will not caſt off his people , nor ferſake his inheri- 
tance. We have onely this to adde further , that we are 
commanded by borh Houſes to let this reverend Asſembly 
know that 1t1s their earneſt deſire , that what other Propo- 
fi:ons may be thought fit to be added and concluded by rhis 
Acſembly , whereby the afliſtance and Union berwixt. the 
' two Narians » may be mad@more beneficiall and cff=cituall 
for the ſecuring of Religion and Liberrie, ſhould be offered 
ro us , audtaken to our ſpeedy canfideration, 


 4uguſt 15. 1643. William Bond. Secr. Com 
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The Paper before - mentioged , delivered | 


Auguſt 12. to the Convention 5 and this day 
ro the Aſſembly 


WH Cn appointed by both Houſes efthe 
Parliament of England , areby our inſtrutions com- 
manded to put their brethren of Scotland in minde , thar 
the Popiſh and prelaticall FaQtion that began with them, 
about the year 1638. and 1639. andthen intended to make 
. *wap to the ruine. ofthe Kingdome of England by theirs, 
have not abated any part oftheir malice towardthe Nation 
and Church of Scotland , norare at all departed from'rheir 
deſigne of comm and-altering Religion through the 
whole Iand, though they have 1nverted the manner of 
cheir proceeding » conceiving now that they have an eaſier 
wayto deſtroy them , if they may firſt prevail over the Par- 
Famentand Kingdome of England. In which reſpe@t iris 
the defire of both Houſes, thar the rwo Nations may be 
ftrictly united, for their mutuall defence againſt the Rapiſts 
and prelaticall Faction , and their adherents in both King- 
domes, andnot tolay downarms till thoſe their 1mplaca- 
ble enemies ſhall be dif-armed , and ſubjeCted to the autho- 
Tity and juſtice of Parliament in both Kingdomes reſpei- 
vely- Andasaneffetual mean hereunto, they defire their 
brethren-of Scotland to raiſe a conſiderable force of Horſe 
and Feor,. for their aide and afſiſtance,, ro be forthwith 
ſent againſt the Papiſts , prelatical FaQtion, and malignants 
_ nowinarmsin the Kingdome of England. | 
Andfar the better encouragemenr of the Kingdome. of 
Scotland to this neceſſary and ſo much defired Union, we- 
areby both Houſes of Parliament authorized to aſſure their 
brethren, that if they ſhall be annoyed or endangered by a- 
ny Force or Army>either fr om England or any other place, 
the Lords and Commons of England will affiſt them with a 
ropertionable ſtrength of Horſe and Foot , to what their 
thren'ſhall now affoord them to be ſent into Scotland 
for the gctcoce ofchat Kingdoms, And they will maintain 


\ 
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_ a.gvard of Ships at their own charge upon the coaſt of - 


Scotland. for the ſecuring of that Kingdome, , from thein- _ 
vaſion of Iriſh Rebels or other enemies, during ſuch time 
as the, Scotiſh Army ſhall be employed in the defence of the _ 
Kingdome of Englend,' And tothe end thatnothing gvghe * 
be wanting in the Parliament and Kingdome of England to 
facilitate this work (wherein the true reformed Religion, 
not onely in theſe rwo Kingdomes , but throughout all Eu- 
rope 15 ſo highlv concerned z; Weare farther apthorized ro 
conſider with their brethren the Eſtates and Kingdome of . 
Scotland , of what other Articles or propoſitions are fir ro 
be added ard concluded , whereby this aſliſtance and Union 
betwixtrhe two Nations , may be made more beneficial 
and effeCtual for the ſecurity of Religion and Libertie in 
both'Kingdomes. y OS 
All which being taken into the ſeriousand Chriſtian con» ' 
fideration of rhe right honourable the Lords and others of 
the Convention of tbe Eſtates of Scotland, we hope there ' 
will not need many arguments to perſwade and excite.them 


to give their conſent, and thar with all convenient ſpeeds 


to theſe deſires of both houſes of rhe Parliament of Eng- 
land ; ſeeing now they have ſo fully declared, as by what . 
they have done already, ſoby wiat they are yet defirous ta. 
do » thar the crue ſtare of this cauſe and quarrel is Religion,” 
inthe Reformation whereof they are » and have been ſo __ 
forward and zealous, as that there is not any thing expreſſed 
uit them by their brethren of Scotland , in their former or 
latrer Declarations , which they have not ſeriouſly takes 
toheart , and ſerioufly endeavoured to effet, (notwicth= 
ſtanding the ſubtle malicious and induſtrious oppoſitions} 
that {0 the two Kingdomes might be bronght into a near 
conjunCtion in one form of Church-government , one di- 
reQtotie of worſhip,'one Catechiſme , &c. and the founda- 
tion laid of the utter extirpation ef Popery and prelacie our 


of both Kingdomes. The molt ready and effeftual' means . 


whereunto , Is now conceived to be, that both Nations en= 
terinto a {tri Union and league. according to the deſires of 
therwo Houſes of Parliament. | | ,4 
Ang to induce the perſwaſiop _ (if rhere werecauſe) 
(1 AY we 
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we might obſerve, that, in the many Declarations made by 
the General Afembly or States of Scotlagd , to their Bre- 
thren of Evgland, there have been ſundry expreſſions,mant- 
feſting the great neceſſitie that both Kingdomes for the ſe= 
 curirie of their Religion and Liberties, ſhould joyn in this 
ſtrict Union Fainit the Papiſts,Prelats,and their adherents: 
As alſo in the endeavour of a near conjunfion between the 
Churches of both Nations. The apprehenfion and foreſight 


of which , hath cauſed the Popiſh and Prelatical Fattion in 
forreigne parts as well as in his Majeſties Dominions, ſtrite | 


ly and powerfully ro combine themſelves to the hinderance 
of this ſo neceflary Work, and the univerſal ſuppreſſion of 
the true proreſtant Religion in Europe : A courſe not much 
different from that which they took in the year 1585. when 
the wifedome and zeal of this Narion to counter-myne ſo 
wicked a con{piracie , and-from the due ſenſe of the mutual 


inereſt of thele two Kingdomes in Religion and Libertie, 


found a neceſlity of entting into a league of this nature , as 


well conſidering. that thereby no leſle ſafetie might be exe 


petted to both Nations, then danger by forbearing the ſame, 
And though we doubt not burin ſo necefary and fo good a 
Work, many difficulties may ariſe to interrupt and retard the 
ſame; yet weare as confident, thatithe heartie and brother- 
ly affection of this Nation to the Parliament and Kingdome 


of. EngJand, will eafily break through them ; and the rather. 


becauſe inthe like cales of difticuttie and danger , not only 
- at the time ofthe league above-mentioned, but before » and. 

likewiſe ſince , when any opportunity hath offeredir ſelf 
particularly, during the fitting of this preſent Parliament,the 
Kingdeme of England hath been very forward and ready to 
lay to heart the dangers ofthe Kingdome of Scotland as their 


own,and todecline no means within the reach of their power, 


for the redrefle or prevention of the ſame. | 


* Anouſt 12. 1643« | 
G'S: William Bond Secr. Come | 
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 eAſembly,*1643: f7g 
Seſf. r3. Aug. 16» 1647. 


. Recommendation to the Presbyteries and Univerſitet 
 anent Studentsthat have the 
Trish language. 


THe Aſembly confidering the lamentable condftion of 
the peoplein the Highlands, where thereare tnany that 
vets not the' benefite of the Word in. reſpet there are very 


| { few Preachers that can ſpeak the Iriſhlanguage , Do for re= 


meid thereof think good , that young Students who: have 
the iriſh rongue, be trained up at Colledges .in Letters , 

eſpectally in the ſtudies of Divinitie, And to this effe& 
recommend to Presbyreries and Univerſities to preferre 
any hopefull Students that have the language aforeſaid, td 
Burſaries , that they by their ſtudies in proceſſe oftimt ate 
taining ro knowledge, and being enabled for the Miniſterie, 
may be ſent forth for preaching the Goſpel in thefe-High- 
land parts , as occaſions ſball require, ns AE 


= cnn ll 


| Seſl. 14. Augu#? 17. 1643: 
The Letter from the Aſſembly ot Diyines iti 
the Kingdome of England , , 
To the right reverend the Generall Aſiembly 
= of the Church of Scotland. hs 


 Repht reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; 
k rhe Afembly-of Divines and others, called and 
now fitting by authority of both Houſes: of Parlia- 
ment, ro be conſulted by them in matters of Religion g 
vereceived'from the honourable Houſes of Commons, 2 
ſpeciall order ( dared the 3. of this inſtant Auguſt ) recom= 
mending-itro us ro write a Lerrer ro rhe Generall Aflembly 
ofthe Chureh of Scotland , taking notice of the pious and 
good expeditions to this Church and State , cenibed 
M9 % MS : Jars 


inthe _. 
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late Anſwer ofthe Commiſſioners of the Genexall Aſſembly 
of the Kirk of Scorland ,- from their meeringat Edinburgh 
the 17. of July 164z- And further to deſire them to poſſeſſe 
the people of tharKingdome with our condition , andto 
encourage them toour afliſtance 1n this cauſe of Religion, 
And having with that order received and read the ſaid An- 
ſwer directed to the honourable Houſes of the Parliament of 
England , we cannor ſufficiently ex preſſe the great content 
and comfort » unto which it hath rai{ed us in the midſt of the 
fad and calamitous condition under which welie. 

Iris rio ſmall refreſhing ro our mourning ſpirits to finde, 
that yet our God hath nor left us wholly comfortleſſe , nor 
caſt us fo far our of his fight , as having made us fick with 
ſmiting'. that ſhould beyerified of us , Lover and friend haſt 
thou put far from us , and that no man ſhould turn afide to ask 
how wedo : | but that we finde ſo many of the Churches of 
Chriſt, andabove them all , our deareſt Brethren of Scot« 
land, ſo far to take ro heart our extremities, as to ſit in the 


duſt with us» and ſo to look upon our adverſities , as being. 


themſelves alſo inthe body. | | 
And as we cannot fender thanks ſufficient unto our God 
for -remembring ſuch. mercie in the midſt of ſo nmuich 
; wrath 5; ſo we embrace with all chearfulnefle this op- 
'" pertunitie of 'thankfall acknowledgement of the great 
debr which your love deth continually lay ' upon, notus 
alone» but upon this whole Kingdome, in the free and 
full expreſſions of your care > piety and zeal , and of 
hke affections of that wholeNation, toafliſt and concurre 
with rhe Parliament here, by all good and lawfull means, 
for ſerrling of Religion in godly unity and uniformitic 
throughout all his Majeſties Dominjians, againſt all the 
defignes, power and malice of bloudic Papiſts , and 
the Prelaticall Fa&tion ,.. with all their malignant adfif 
rents , the common enemies of Reformation , truth- and 
PEace. | | | 
- We are likewiſe much ingadged to the great vigilance 
andtrayels of the honourable Convention of the Eſtates df 
\ Scotland, bh commuting theig brotherly adyice , os _— 
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their readineſſe to give afliſtance for recovering and ding 
the peace of this Kingdome, againſt the devices, poweran 
practices of the enemies of Religion , and the publick 
Good , whereof ſome hints are given in that Anſwer and 
of which we doubt not but the honourable Houſes of Parlia= 
ment will be ſo ſenſible as togive ſucha return as becomes 
them : for rhey , better knowing then we do , the deprh 
of the evils under which this Nation now groaneth, and the 
further dangers imminent , will be more able ro valueand 
improve the great affection and wiſedome of their Brethren, 
in points of ſo high and gznerali concernement , for theſa- 
fette and glory of, the Kings Majeſtic , and ofall his King- 
domes, and are more fi: totake norice of advices of that 
kinde , 1nreference to the civil Stare > which therefore we 
wholly leave with them. | hu 4 

| Butas forthe many prudent, pious» and ſeoſonable admo- 
nitions which concerne our Aﬀembly ; the good Lord re 
ward (for we'cannot ) ſeyeu fold into your boſomes all the 
good , which you have laboured' to. procure ' unto the 
Houſe of our GOD!, and blefſed be his Name who' hath 
purſucha thing as this into the hearts of our” Parlia« 
ment, ' to cleanſe the Houſe of the Lord of all the unclea- 
_ thatis init , by impure DeCctrine, Worſhip, 'or Dil- 
cipline. ks 

es can we in the depth of all our ſuffeiings and ſorrows, 


withhold our hearts from rejoycing in the wonderful good- 


nes of God toward this Kingdome; in that he hath let us ſee 
the gracious fruit of your effectuall prayers and teares, 'as 
well asof our own endeavours this way : In bringing toge- 
ther this Aſſembly, although in a very troublous time , 
whereby we may have berter opportunity more fully to 


-poure out out ſoulesjointly and together to our GOD , 


for healing of this now miſerable' Church and Narion : 
To conſider throughly , for what more{eſpecially the'Eand * 
mourneth,and how we may be{moRuſefull ro our great GOD 
and Maſter JESUS CHRIST ; In contributing 
ſomewhat tothe vindicating of his precious {truth , many 
wayes corrupted through rhe _— of men that havelyen-1n 
| | | 3 i walt 
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wait to deceive « In the ſeeking out of a right way of wor« 
ſhippping ou: GOD according to his own heart: In pro- 
moting the poyer of Godlineſſe: in the hearts and lives of 
all his people, and in laying forth ſuch a Diſcipline as may 
bemoſt agreeable to Gods holy Word , ans moſt aptto pro- 
Ccure'and; preſerve rhe peace of this Church at home, an 
nearer agreement with the Church of Scotland ( highly ho« 
noured by ns )and other the be? reformed Charche- abroad, 
Thar ſoto the urmoſt of our power,: we may ex+lr him thar 


1s the only Lord over the Church , his own +louſe, inall_ 


his Offices, and preſent this Church asa chaſt virgin unto 
Chriſt. | | | a 
It 1s a timely and favqurie prayer which you have put yp 
atthe throne of Grace, rouching the duc managing of the 
proceedingsin this Aſſembly , and that with ftraigch inten 
rions we may all ſcek the truth in every thing , which by rhe 
bleſſing of God upon our labours , muſt needs produce all 
all thoſe bleflings which your worthie Commithoners men- 
tion. And now, for your comtort as well as our ownen- 
couragement, we delire vou to take notice of the gracious 
anſwer of the God thar heareth prayer , unto your fervent 
cryes. - For beſide our own particular addrefſes and (ecrer 
vows to our God ro be faithful ( with diſdain of all baits of 
avariceandambition) it hath pleaſed the Divine Pro+1denice 
Toto direct both the honourable Houſes of Parliament , to 
+ take care of preventing all obliquicie 1n our proceedings, 
and ro ſtop the mouthes of all that watch for their and out. 
halrings, and are apt-maliciovuſly to traduce both , ( as if 
we were ſo reſtrained by them, in our votes and reſolut- 


ons, astobe bound up to the ſenſe of others. and ro carry, 


on private defignes in a ſervile way ) that rhe Houſes have 
tendered to us, and we have moſt readily taken a ſolemne 
and ſerjous Proteſtation in the preſence-of Almighty God, 
rine 1 


to maintain nothing in this Aſſembly touching Do 


bur what we are perſwaded in ourconſciences to be the / 
truth; nor in matters of Diſcipline, bur what we cons. 


Ceive to conduce moſt to rhe glory of God,, .and the good. 
and peace of his Church 3 which doth nor only ſecure the 
* aps JEM. 5 5 _ 
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Members againſt fettering of their judgements-or votes» 
but engage them to the uſe of all freedome., -becoming the 
integrity of conſcience ,. the weight of the Caule , thegras 
vitie and honour of-ſuch an Afembly. Ir is likewiſe a 
reat conſolation , that our GOD hath put ir imo your. 
| ak to deſigne ſome gadly and learned Brethren to pur in 
their fickles with us into this Harveſt, which is ſo great, 
and requires ſo-many Labourers ; for which , as we heartily, 
return thanks, ſo we carneftly pray the Lord to opena way 
to their timely coming hithe,r and do affure them of allte« 
ſtimomes of reſpect, love, and the right hand of fellaws 
ſhip, who ſhall under - cake ajourney {o tedious, and now; 
{ perillous, ro joyne with us in the Work > when it ſhall 


. pleaſe the honou;able Houſes of Parliament to invite them 


thereunto. | | 
It remaiues that we ſhould now ſpread before you our ca- 
lamities » 'dangers and fears of further eyils, nor only draw- 
ing toward us, but even threatning you alſo; and: crave 
our paſſionate aids inall wayes becoming the Servants-of 
Feliy Chriſt. But your Commillioners have ſc fully declar 


-xed your certain knowledge and deep ſenſe of them , that 


they have left us no room for 1nlarging our ſelves in chis 
parcicular , to Brethren ſo full of bowels and zeal. - And 
they have ſufficiently intimated unto.the honourable Hous 
ſes, that yoware well aware how ofren the common ene- 
miesof both Kingdomes have conſulted.together with one 
conſent ro cur off both the one and-the other from being a 
Nation , aud that the Tabernacles of Edom, and the 15b- 


' maelites of Moab, and the Hagarens , Geball,, Ammon, 'and 
. Amalek, the curſed Papiſts, and their implacable and blou- 


dy Abertors here, doſtill retain the ſame malice » and.care 
ry on the ſame defigne againſt Religion » and perfe& Rer 
formation even in your Kingdome , happily reſcued from 
th?ir former tyrannies, as well as in thisof ſcorched En- 


gland, now. in the furnace: Only they have varied the 


Scene, pouring out all their fury upon us ar the preſent: 
Thar ſo, having once troden us under as mire in the ſtreets, 
they may afterward more, eaſily ; ( whic1 God avert). ſer 
their proyd and impure feet upon your necks alſo. Where- 

| M 4 | fore 
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fore with the good leave and favour of the honourable Hou-. 
ſes of Parliament , we ſhall now ſpare che further exciting; 
of you to-rhart which we doubr not of your torwardnefſe by 
all-lawfull and meer means ro promote with all your might 5 
namely , the poſleſling the good people of that Kingdome ; 


(of whoſe willing minde and Teadinefle you have already 


given ample teſtimony) touching our condition, and to 
Encourage them to our aſtiſtance in this Cauſe of Religion. 
"And now remembring without ceaſing your work of 
Faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope 1n our Lord' 
Jeſns Chriſt, with all due acknowledgments of the precious 
effects of your prayers; We molt humhly and earneſtly de- 
fire that 'the ſame breathing s of the ſpirit in you may ſtill 
continue , and (if poſfible) more frequently and fervently 
aſcend to your God , and our God , not only for removall 
of outward preſlures , and the vifitation of the ſword , that 
hath already learned to ear much of our fleſh, bur aiſo for 


the ſpecial aſliſtance and protection of. the Father of lights, 


Iwthis great Work unto which we are now called, and whes 
Tein we already finde many and potent adverſaries: that 
Teeing the plummet is now in the hands of our Aerubbabels, 
all mountaines may become plains, -and they may bing 
forth the capſtone of the Lords Houſe with shoutings, crympg, Graz 
Fe, graceuntoit; and that bow weak and contempttble buil- 
dersioever webe, the Lord would enable us ro build with 
them , that none may have cauſe ro deſpiſe the day of our 
ſmall beginnings, nor to ſtop our progreſle in the work 
which he hathgiven us todo, And as for us , who cannot 
but rake notice of the extraordinary employments unto which 
youare calledin your great Aflembly; now alſo fitting: 
_ God forbid that we ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in ceaſing. 
topray for you , that the Lord may enable you to be wiſe 
waſtecbuilders , preſerve your peacealwayes by all means; 
and make you ſtedfaſt , unmoveable , alwayes abounding in 
the work of the Lord, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
and tore further benefirand comfert of the whole Church 
of Goa , but more eſpecially of this out afflited Ark, now 
waſt=d into the midſt of a ſea of miſeries , and toſſed with 
tempelts, untill our wiſe and gracious God, by the farther- 
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ance of your prayers and brotherly endeaveurs ,' ſhall cauſe 
iro reſt upon the mountains of Ararat, which may take a« 
way our fears, as well asput an end ro our preſent ſuffer- 
ings, andgive you to rejoyce with us, that now mourn for 
us. | | 


Weſtminſter , Aupuſt 4. 1643« 


Subſcribed by your moſt loving Brethren , highly prifyng the 
graces of G:d m you and that are your Servants for jeſus 
ſake . mm thename of the whole Aſemby. *Þ, 

William Tuifſe, Prelocutor. 

>{obn White, CAM f] 
ornelius Burges, ——_— Aſſembly. 

Henry Roborough, Scrib n 

Adenram BYfiold, $ OY 
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T he Reſult of theDebates andConſultations of 
* the Committ2es of the Convention of Eſtates and 
General Aſſembly , . appointed to meet 
with the Commiſioners of the Par- 
liament of England. 


Aug ft I7. 1643» 

'He Committees of the Convention of Eſtates of Scot- 

land, and of the General Afembly , being appointed to 
meet with the Commiſſioners of the two Houſes of the 
Parliament of England , upon the Papers delivered in by 
the ſaid Commiſſioners , unto the Convention of Eſtates, 
and unto the General Aſſembly, upon the 12.and 15,of this 
inſtant 1643. Concerning the deſires of both Houſes , for 
anear and ſtrict Union to be entered into by ther vo Ring- 
domes. And ir being declared at the ſaid meeting , with 


what ſenſible affections the General Aſſembly and Conven=- 


tion, did receive the deſires above-mentioned: : And how 


benebcial it Mould be for the more ſme ſettlement of the | 


M 5 | ſaid 


W— 
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Aid union » thata Covenant ſhould be entred into by both 
Nations : And this forme thereot-being by all the foreſaid 
perſons taken into moſt ſerious debate and conſideration, 
and agreed unto : I: was thereupon reſolved by them , rhar 


St fhould be preſented to the General Aſſembly, ro the Con-. 


vention of Eſtates of Scotland , and to the. two Houſes of 
the Parliament of England ,'by their reſpeRtive Committees 
and Commiſſioners. , that it might with all ſpeed reccive 
their reſpective reſolutions, 

Ja. I rimeroſe, 


Subſcribed 141 Kerd 


Wiliam Bond Sec, Com 


R ; =0 . : 
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The League and Covenant above-mentioned , being 
fent with the Commiſſioners of this Aſſembly, to 
the Parliament of England, and Aſſembly of 


Dewvrnes in that Kingdome , to be received and 


approven there, is to be primed at the return 


thereof. 


FOI I Oh 


—r— 


i 
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eApprobation of” the League and Covenant 


above mentioned. 


T*: Aſſembly having recommended unto a Committee, 
* appointed by tiem to joyne with the Committee, of the, 
Honourable Conventicn of Eſtates , and the Commiſſioners - 


ofthe Honourable Houſes of rhe Parliament of England, 


for bringing the Kingdomes. to a more near conjunction 
and Union, received from the aforefaid Committees , the | 


Coyenantabove-mentioned , as the reſult of their conſulta» 
tions : And having eakenthe ſame , as a matter of ſo. pu- 
blick concernment; and of ſodeep importance doth require» 


unto their grayeſt conſideration , Did with all their a 
_ an 
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and with the beginnings of the feelings'of that joy which 


thev did-finde in ſo great meaſure upon the renovarion of 
the National Covenant of this Kirk and Kingdome , Al 
with one voice approve and embrace the ſame, as the moſk 
powerfull meane', by the bleifing of G O D, forſetrlin 

and preſerving the true - Proteſtant ReJigion s. with verſes 
Peace in his Majeſties Dominions , and probagating the 
{ameto other Nations, and for eſtabliſhing his Majeſties 
throne to all ages and generations. )And therefore with-rheir 
beſt afietions recommend the ſame tro the Honourable 
Convention of Eſtates, thar beirgexamined and approved 
by them , it may be ſent with all diligence ra the Kingdome 
of England : that being received and approven there , the 


- fame may be with publick humiliation , and all Religious 


and anſwerable folemnirie. ſwarn and ſubi cribed by all erue 
Profeſſours of che reformed [&eliyion , and all his Majeſties 
good SubjeGts in hoth Ringdomes. | 


———_—_—_ 


| teat - PCN 


_ Se Uler. Auguſt 19. 1643. 


The Aſſemblies bumble deſires to his Majeſtic anent the 
Liſts for Preſentations: With @ Recommen- 
| dation to Presbyteries. 


A —— 


»T*He Aflembly confidering, the difficultie of obtaining 


4 fix ableand well qualified Perſons to be put inroa Lift 


to his Majeſtic, forevery vaiking Kirk ar his Majcſties Pres 
ſentation : Therefore do moſt earneſtly recommend to 
his Majeſties Commiſſioner , to repreſent their humble de- 
fires ro his Majeſtic, that he would be pleaſed ro accept of 
a Liſtof three : As alioconform to the defire of the laſk 
Aſſembly at S. Andrews,that his-Majeſtie would be pleaſed 
to accept of any ene qualified man » who ſhall be ablero 
{peak the Iriſh Language for Kirks vaiking in the Highlands: 


'Which the Commiſſioners Grace promiſed to do with the 


f:ſ conveniencie, 


And with all his Grace repreſenting to the Aſprbly,tha: 


Aa 
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heconceived his-Majeſtie had already done more; and yet 
would do more for'ſatisfactionto the deſires of this Kirk, 
. anent Patronages , norany other Patron : And therefore 
that it were convenient that all other Patrons were earneſt« 
ly defired to follow his M1jeſties example ; And the Aﬀ:m- 
bly thinking ic very n=ceflary that ſome G2neral) courſe were 
ſer down for providing and planting .of vaiking Kirks, 
whereby all occaſions of conteſts and differences amongſt 
Patrons, Presbyteries,and Paroches may be removed: There- 
fore the Aſſembly recommend ro ey=ry Presbyrerie, ro con« 
ſult and adviſe upon the belt wayes:and m2ans for effettna:- 
tog hereof, And ro report the reſults of cheir conſultations , 
hereintill to the next Aﬀembly. | 


_— EI 


Overtures anent /Vitch-craft, and 
Charming, &c- 


T*He abundance and increaſe of the fin of Witch-craft, 
EK in all che ſorrsand degrees of it in this time of Reformas 
tion, isto b2 raken to heart by this reverend Aſſembly, 
who would to that end conſider, 3-1 
I. Ofthe occafions thereof, which are found to be theſe 
eſpecially, extremity of grief, malice, paſſion , and defire 
of revenge , - pinching povertie, ſolicitation of other 
Witches and Charmers;, for in ſuch eaſes the devill affails 
them, offers aide, and much preyails. 
I {. Of thereaſons and cauſes of Satans prevailing ; 
which are grafle zpnorance , infidelitie , want of the love 
of rhe rruth ( whica GOD hath made fo long and clearly to 
ſhine in 6ur Land) and profaneſle of life. 
{1I. Ofth: means and wayes tobring them to a confeſ= 
fionand cenſure, which we conceive to be, that aſtand- 
ing Commiſſion for a certain time be had from the Lords 
.of Secret Councel, or Juſtice Geznerall, to ſome under- 
ſtanding Gentlemen and Magiſtrates within the bounds of 
.-Presbyreriesthar ſhall crave ir, giving them power to ap- 
| prehend, try . and execute jultice againſt ſuch OT 
OS ws Þ . 


 HAſembly, 1643: x89 

are guilty of Witch crafc within theſe Prebyteriesz. For 
many Paroch-s want the concurrence of civill Magiſtrares. 
I V. Of the grounds of apprchending them , Which 


" may be areigning brute of Witch-craftz backed with di- 
*Jations of confeſling Witches, being confronted with them 3 


for it is found that rhe dilations of two or three con- 
fefling Witches, hath ordinarily proved true : Alfo de- 


| poſitions of honeft perſons, anent malefices committed , 


or cures uſed by them , may bea ground of apprehending 
them. | - 
"V. Being apprehended, there would behoneſt and dif 


" creer perſons appointed to watch them; for being left alone- 


they are in danger to be ſuborned and heardened by others , 
or of deſtroying themſelves. "Ip 3, 
'VI. Miniſters would be careful at all times , eſpecially 
Morning and Evening , todeal withthem, by Prayer and 
Conference » whiles they are 1n priſon or reſtraint, _  - 
VH. The means jro prevent the grouth ofthis wicked4 
neſſe , are, 2 | 
That Miniſters be every way careful and painful in warna 
ing people of the danger thereof, and of Satans temprari- 
ons » both privarely and publickly , and to inſtruct them in 
the knowledge of the Goſpell, and. grounds of Religion , 
by plain cathechefing, to urge lively faith in Chriſt, which 


faith Witches beſtow otherwiſe 3 Allo to pfefſe holinefle of 


life, and fervent prayes in private , andin Families, and 
in publick , that they be not ledinto temptation ; Andto 
uſe the cenſures of the Kirk againſt profane perſons , fuchas 
Curſers > Whoores, Drunkards, and ſuch like, for over | 
ſuchlike , he gets great endl ap Finally , it is requiſite 
for preventing of this hainous fin , thar people ſeck know=' 
ledge ſtudie ro beleeve, walk in holinefle, and continue 
conftant andinſtant in prayer. | | 
And becauſe Charming is4 ſort and degree of Wirch= 
crafc, and too ordinary in the Land 3 Irwould be injoyned 
to all Miniſters ro rake -particular nonce of them , to 


ſearch them out, -and ſuch as conſult with them, and tharthe 


Elders carefully concurre in ſuch ſearch; Arid this Aſſeme 
bly would think on ay unifoxme way of cenſuring Ka 
) a ths ' YT 


t96 - Þ.Tdo Generall 
Charmers » and ſnchas employ them, or conſult with rhetas 
pramo quoque tempore. 


The 5.4 embly approves the articles and Overtures aforeſaid, And. 
or 


aines every Presbyterie to take totheir further conſideration 
- by what ot her wayes or means, the fins aforeſaid of Witch- craft, 
Charming . and conſultmg with Witches . ,or Charmers , 


| 


fuch like wickednes may be eried , reſtrained , and condig- 7 
nely c-nſured and puniched eccleſiaſtically \ and crvith : And 


go report their judgementt hereinto the next Aſſembly. 


Commiſſion for Miniſters to go tolreland. 


T He veneral Aﬀembly having received a Petition ſub- 


.cribed by avery great numberin the North of Tre- 
land , intimating their deplorable condition though 
want of the Mituitery of the Goſpel, occaſioned by the ty« 
rannie of the- Prelats z and the ſword of the Rebels | 
and: defiring (ome Miniſters , eſpecially ſuch as had been 
chaſed trom tem by the perſecution of the Prelats, and 


ſome others to be added, either to be ſenr preſently 6 | 


yer to reſide among them , or declared tranſportable!; 
thar upon invitation from th-m » they might go and 
ſertle there : Together” with a Lerter from the Vicount of 
-  Airds to that ſame effte&. - All which the Aſſembly hath 
taken to rheir ſerious confideration , being moſt heartily 


_ willing to ſympathize with every Member of Chriſt his 


body , although never ſo remote , much more with thax 
plantation there , which for the moſt part was a branch 


of the Lord his vine , planted in this Land. In which. 


ſolicirade' , as they would be loath to uſurpe without 
their own bounds , or ſtretch themſelves beyond their 
own. meaſure , ſo they dare not be wanting ro the inlar- 


gementofChriſts Kingdome , where ſoloud a cry of ſoex- | 


rreme peceflity , could not but ſtir up the bowels of Chris 
refentunſertled condition both of Church and State in that 
and, will not ſuffer them (asyet) tolooſe any tomake 
any conſtant abode there ; yet they have reſglvedto ſend 0- 
ver ſome for the preſent exigent, rill the next general Af- 


ſemblry 


ftian compaſſion .. Ard although they jconceive, that the 
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ſmbly , by courſes , to ſtay three monerh allanerly. - And 
therefore do'hereby authorize and give Commiſſion to the 
perſons following, to wit, Maſter Wiliam Cockburne Mini- 
fer at Kirkmichell , and Maſter Matthew Mackaill miniſter 


at Carmanoch , for rhe firſt three moneths,, Dey Derg upon 
the 8. of September next. Maſter George Hatebiſon Miniſter 


| a Calmonell, apd Maſter Hugh Henderſon Miriſter ar Dar= 


jy, ſor the nexr three monerhs, beginning the 3. of Decem- 


| ber. Maſter /4iliam Adair Miniſter at Air , avd Maſte: Foks: 
Weir N:imiter at Dalierfe , for the third three monerhg , be= 


ginnirg the 8. of March, 1644, And Mifler James Fame 
tm Miniſter at Drumfreis » and/Maſter 7ebn M gcclefane Min 
eiſter at Kirkubrighr for the laſt three moneths , beginning 
the 8, of June, the ſaid year 1644 To repair umo the 
North of Ireland, and thereto viſit , inſtru, comfort, and 
encourage the ſcattered flocks of Chriſt Toemploy theme 
ſelves to their uttermoſt with all faithfulneſſe and ſingle- 
nefſe of hearr in planting and rw. according co the 
direction of Jeſus Chriſt, and according to the Doftring 
and Diſcipline of this Kirk in all things. And if need be _ 


(with the concurrence of ſuch of the Miniſtersas are there'} 


totry and ordain ſuch as ſhall be found qualified for the Mi= 


 niſtery ; Giving charge unto the perſons forelaids in the 


fighr of God, that in Dottrine , in Worſhip, in Diſci= 


 pline , and in their daily converſation, they itudy. ro ap- 


prove themſelves as the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt 3 And that + 
they be countable torhe Gener. Af. of this Kirk in all things. 
And in caſe of any of the aboye-mentioned Miniſters be im» 
eded by ficknes, or otherwayes neceſlarily detained from 
his ſervice ; The Aſſembly ordiins the Commifiionersxe= 
fdingat Edinb. for the publick affairs of theKirk,ro nomina= 


| tein their Sw well qualified men , who hereby are authort- 


zed to undertake the foreſaid imployment,as if they had been 
expreſly nominacte rhe face of the Aſſemb. And this althouglt 
poſſibly, ir ſhall not fully ſatisfie the large expeRation of 


their Brethren in Ireland: yerthe Aſſembly 1s. confident 


they will take in gooJ part atthisrime that which is judged 
moſt convenient tor the preſent. condition, even a mirc out* 


bitheic 9Vp a 995 1677 grear plenriero ſupply che proſene 
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neceſſity: Requiring of them no other recompence, but that 
they in all chexrfulnefſe may embrace and make uſe of the. 


Meſſage of Salvation , and promiſing to inlarge their in« 
debred bounti? at the next Aſſembly , as they ſhall finde the 
Work of the Lord there to require. In the mean while 
wiſhing that theſe whq are- ſent, may come with the full 
bleſſing of the Goſpel of peace , recommends them, their 1a- 
bours, and theſe ro whom they are ſent, to the rich bleſling 
of the great Sheepherd of the flock. 


mm———_— I—— — 


AT againſt Miniſters haunting woth id 


communicate perſons. 


I any Miniſter haunt the company of an excommunicate 
perſon , contrair to the Lawes of this Kirk ; The ſaid Mi- 
niſter for the firſt fault ſhall be ſuſpended from his Minifte= 
rie by his Presbyterie» during their pleaſure : And forthe 
ſecond fault be deprived, And incaſe the Presbyteries be 
negligent herein , the Provincial Aﬀernbly ſhall cenſurethe 
Presbyrterie thus negligent. 


- 
—_—c 
— _—_— hs _——_— 


AF anent an order for uſing civil Execution 
| againſs Excommwunicate Perſons. 6% 


T i Aſſembly taking to their conſideration an Article, 
in che Heads and Propoſitions ſent-to the Aﬀſembly 
held ar Edinburgh, in Auguſt» 1573- by the Lord Res 
gents Grace, andallowed by that Aſſembly: . Whereof the, 


the, tenour followes. It is reſolved that the Executions of the 


the ſpace of fourtie dayes paſt - shall be preſented to the Lord The- 
faurer or hi: Clerk , who thereupon 5hall raiſe Letters by deliverance 
of the Lords of Seſſion , tocharge the Perſons Excommunacate. ,ytt 


ſentence of Excommunication againſt Perfons excommunicate 3 after 


fatisfie the Kirk , and obtain themſelves abſolv'd ſunder the pamnpf Jas 
Rebellion : . And in caſe they paſſe to the Home 3. to cauſe ger a, 


Eſc 


| Lo! - nl DS % Sha _ OO PETTY ——  .. 


r= ine os bon Is 
a. 


eAfembly, 1643: ro" 

_ Eſcheits betakenup; and alſo to'raiſe and cauſe execute Letters of 

- or againſt 9th : ps theſe w be —_ the Kings 4 _ 

jeſtzes charges : Do ratitie and approve the faid Article. And 2 

farther that the intention of the ſaid Article may be the ber- 

11 effectuate , doth alfo ordain , that every Presbyterie 
cauſe ſend to the Procuraror, or Agent of the Kirk, the * 

foreſaid Execution , thatis , an minute or note of the ſen- 

5 | tences of Excommunication within their bounds ;*bearing 

the time and cauſe thereof: And thatunder the handsof rhe 

Moderarour or Clerk of the Presbyterie , or of the *Mj- 

miſter who pronounced the ſentence 3 That the faminemay 

- | bedeliveredto his Majeſties Thefaurer + Advocare, or A: 

gent. Tocauſe Letters of Horning and Caption b2=raiſet 

and execute , and other diligence tobe uſed againſt the Ex= © 

communicat Perſons in manner foreſaid. And thatall other - 


s civil action and diligence may be uſcd againſt them , wars ' 
— | rantedandprovided by Adts of Parliament, or ſecxet Coun="' 
e | Cel wade thereanent: And that particular account be eraved | * 
'« | hereofin every General Aﬀembly, | FA 
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| A . is I 
x The humble Anſwer of the National Aſſem- 

bly of the Kirk of Scotland. i223 3 
{2 | | 


iy A E:hough the many and ample teſtimonies of Your Ma- 

Ajcſties Royal favour and bountie cowards this Kirk and * 

NE, Kingdome be living and laſting Monuments to hold all Your / 
the | Majcſties good Subjeats and us moſt of all; 1n remembrance 
of that duty , which we owe to Your Majeſtic our great 
Benefa&our , never by any length of time to bedelered out 
"eo of our minds :. Yer when, we remember even of con- 
$0 ſcience we owe honour and ſubje&ion unto Your Majeſtic 

a5 Our dread Is » As be in Your De Relieg _— / 
$APrgieace ; Webuds our obligation to þe Religious , and 
Ws OY N © Urcoby, 
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thereby much increaſed : And therefore have we at this 
riwe in all our conſultations and conclufions,of which ſome 
have been of more then ordinary weight and concernmentg 
fa anſwer to certain Propoſitions ,' made unto us by the 
Commiſlioners of the Houſes of Parliamenr of Your Mas 
jeſties Kingdome of England , -and ſome Reverend Divines 
aſſiſting them , fixed our eyes and thoughts upon Your Ma- 


jeſties honour and happineſle , with no other and with no-. 


lefſe intention » then if we had been honoured by Your 
Majeſties Royal Perſon in our Afembly. And in like 


manner have given ſuch Inſtructions to ſome Miniſters and 
others , ro be ſentunto che Aﬀembly of Divines now in. | 
England, as next unto the honour of God , and the goods 


of Religion , may moſt ſerve for Your Majeſties preſerva« 


tion , and the peace of Your Kingdomes : Concerning. 
which, the Commiſſioners of the laſt General Affembly have: 


ſo fully expreſt their humble thoughts. and deſires in their 
- Supplication and Remonitrance ſeat unto Your Majeftie, 


that we necd not adde any thing, and Your Majeſtics times: 


and affairs forbid all repetition, We do onely in all bumil tie 
beſeech Your Majeſtic to judge of us and our proceedings, 


by. the nature. and neceflity of our vocation, and the rules 


preſcribed in the word of God for our direftion , and not by 
uncertain rumours , and ungrounded reports of ſuch men 


a$ have not thefcar of God before their eyes. And docars. 
neſtly pray to God Almighty , in whoſe handsare the hearts. 


of Kings, toincline Your, Majeſties heart to the counſels 
of truth and peace , tro dire&t Your Government for the 
good of your People , the pugziſhment of male-fattours, 
40) mas well-doers , that this fire of unnatural and un= 
C 


inall godlineſſe agg honeſtic, 


* wwb' 


iſtian warre being extinguiſhed, the People of God, Your 
Majeſties good Subjects may lead a quier and peaccable lite; 
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The Anſwer of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland , to the Dedlaration of 
the honourable Houſes of the Parliament 

. of England. 


f Hom General Aſſembly of the Chureh of Scotland , ha- 
 &. ving received a Declaration from ahe honourable. 
Roules of the Parliament of England, by their Commir- 
tes and Commiſſioners now refding here 4 have thought 
good to make knowne unto the Lords and Commons in 
Parliament , that all che Members of this Afembly , and 
others well-affected here, do with nfoſt thankful reſpedts, 
take ſpecial notice of the expreſſions which they haye beer 
pleaſed to make in the afore-named Declaration » net only 
concerning their approbation of the deſires and endeavours: 
of the General Aﬀſembly of this Kirk , for the Reforma- 
tion of the Church of England , and the union of both 
Churches in Religion and Church-government. ; but alſo 
- | concerning rhe reſolutjen of both Houſes ; fully to Cone 
| curre with themin theſe pious intentions. With the ſame 
| thankfulneſle and due reyerence 5 they acknowledge the 
-n } ugh reſpects exprefſed towards them by both Houſes , in 
| direaing untothem their Committees and Commiſiioners, 
1} zfliſted by two reverend Divines, and in defiring ſome of 

the godly and learned of this Kirk to beſent unto the Aﬀſem- . 
bly litting there. Mr 

The Allembly dorh bleſſe the Lord , who hath not only 


as | inſpired the Houſes of Parliament with deſires and reſolu= 


_ | ons of the Reformation of Religion, but hath advanced 
|. | dy ſeveral ſteps and degrees that blefled Work 3 By which, 
3s they ſhall moſt approve rhemſelyes ro the Reformed _ 
© | Churches abroad , and to their Brethren of Scotland ,{o 
hall they moſt powerfully draw even from Heaven thehle(- 
lings of proſperity and peace upon England. And as itis 
the earneſt with of their Brethren here , thar the true; ſtare. 
and ground of the preſent differences and controverhies in 
England may be more and morxe cleared to be concerning 
WE 'y Relig= . 
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Religion, and that both Houſes may unceſſantly proſecure 
that good Work firſt and aboveall other matters , giving no 
ſleep to their eyes, nor ſlumber ro rheir eye-lids, nnril 
- they finde out 2 place for the Lord, an habitation forthe 
mighty GOD of Facob , whoſe favour alone can make their 
mountain ſtrong, and whoſe preſence in his own ordinances 
ſhall be their glory 1n the midſt of them: Soit1s our confi« 
dence, that the begun Reformation is of GOD, andnot, 
of man , thatit ſhall increaſe, and nor decreaſe; and thar he 
.ta whom nothing 1s to hard , who can make mountaines, 
valleyes, crooked} things, ſtraigth , and rough wayes , 
ſmooth , ſhall lead along and make perfect this moſt won- 
derful Work , which jſhall be remembred to hisglory 1a the. 
Church throughoutalFgenerations. © DET: 
And leſt through any'defe& upon the General Afem« 
Þlies part, the Work of Reformation (which hitherto to 
rhe great grief ofall the Godly hath moved ſo ſlowly) ſhould: 
be any more retarded or interrupted, they have according” 
to the renewed defires-of both Houſes of Parliament, A, 
their own former promiſes, nominated and elefted Maſter 
Alexander Henderſon, Mr Robert Douglas , Mr Samuel Ruthers, 
foord , vir Robert Balzie, Mr George Gilleſpie , Miniſters of 
Gods Word ; and Fohn Earle of Casfils, John Lord Maits 
land ,” and Sir Archbald :Jonhftuon of Wariſtoun , ruling EE: 
ders, all of them men much approved here 3 With Com-' 
misfton-and power to them, orany three of them, wheie® 
of rwo ſhall be. Miniſters , to repair unto the Aſſembly of 
Divines, 2nd others of the Church | 
ar Weſtminſter , to propound , conſult, treat , and con-' 
clade with them; and wirhany Committees depured by the. 
Houſes of Parhament *1f ir ſhall ſeeme good to the honour« 


able Heafes 1m their wiſedome to depute any for that end) 


in all ſuch things as may.conduce to the utter extirparion 

Popery , Prelacie, Hereſie, Schiſme , Superitition and T-. 
dolatrie, And for the ſerling of the ſo much deſired Union. 
of tl15whole land in one forme of Church - goyernment , 
one Confesfion of Faith , one common Catechiſme , and' 
one Direvtorie for the Worſhip of GOD, according to' 
the Inrucyons which chey have recciveg 2, or thall mew 
1 fronr 
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from the Commisfioners of the Generall Aſſembly appoine- 
.ed to meetar Edinburgh from time to time, withthe As- 
 emblies power for that end. And asthe Generall Asſem= 
blydoth moſt gladly and affe&ionatly receive and fully truſt 
the Committees and-Divines ſent hither, ſo do they hereby 
commend the afore-named Commisfionets , not only to the 
 Jike aftection and truſt of the Aſſembly there, bur alſoto 
the favourand protection of both Houſes of Parliament. 
And for the further ſatisfattion and encouragement of 
their Brethren of England,the whole Afembly in their ewn 
pame , and jn name of all the particular Churchesin this 
Kingdome, whom they repreſent ; Do hereby declares thar 
from their zeal to the gloryof GOD, and propagation of 
the Goſpell, from their affeion tothe happineſle of their 
rativeKing , and of the Kingdome of England, and from 
.the ſenſe of their own intereſt in the common dange!sof 
Religion, Peace, and Libertie » They are moſt willing- 
2nd ready to beunijted and asſociated with their Brethren 
; Inanearer League and ſolemne Covenant for the mainte- 
nance of thetruly reformed Proteſtant Religion, againſt Po- 
pery and Prelacie, and againſt all Popiſh and Prelaticall cor- 
ruptions , in dottrine, diſcipline , worſhip» or Church- . 
, $overnment » and for the ſertling and holding faſt of unity 
and uniformity berwixt the Kirks of this Iſland , and 
with the beſt reformed Churches beyond ſea, Which 
Union and Coyenant, ſhall with Gods aſſiſtant be ſeconded . 
by their cooperating with their Brethren in the uſe of the 
'beſtand moſt effetuall meanes that may ſerve for ſo good 
ends; For the moreſf peedy eftectuating whereof, to the 
comfort and inlargement of their diſtresſed Brethren(whoſe 
| hope deferred might make theirhearts to faint) the' whole 
ASiembly with great unanimity ofjudgement, and eXpreg® | 
hons of much afteQtion have approved (for their part ) ſuch, 
2 draught and forme of a mutuall Leaguand Covenant be- 
tw1xr the Kingdomes, as was the reſylt of rhe-joint deba - 
tes add conſultations of the Commiſſioners from both - 
Houſes , aſſiſted /by the rwo reverend Divines , and of 
the Committees deputed from the Convention of the Eſta-+ 
tes of this Kingdome , and from the Genrall Afſembly : 
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/ Ex Ring and wiſhing the like approbatiqn thereof by the ; 


right honourable the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
and by the reverend Afſembly there , That thereafter it may 
be ſolemnely ſworne and ſubſcribed in both Kingdomes, as 


the ſureſt and ſtraireſt pbligation ro make borh ſtandand fall 


together in.that cauſe of Keligion and Liberte. 

As the Eſtates of this Kingdome have often profefled in 
their former Declarations, the integritic of their Intentiang 
againſt the common enemies of Religion and Libertle jn 
both Kingdomes , and their great atteCtion to their Bre= 


thren of England, by reaſonof ſo many and ſo near rela-_ 


tions : So douhtlefſe now in this time of need they will 
Nat fail to give reall proof of what before they profeſſzd. 


: A friend loveth at all times , and abrether is born for adoerfitie, 


Neither ſhali the Aiſembly,or their Commiſſioners be want- 
 Inginexhorting all others to their-dury , or in concarring ſa 
| faras belongeth to their place and vocation, with the Eſtates 
now conveened , in any lawfuland poſſible courſe which 
may moſt conduce to the good of Religion and Reforma 
tion, the hopour and happinefle of the Kings Majeſtie, the 
deliverance of their Brethren of England from rheir preſent 
calamitous condition, and to the perpetuating ofa firme and 
happy peace betwixt the Kingdomes, 


ens 


T, he 4A ſſSemblies Anſe WEY 70 the right reverend. 


| the Aſſembly of Divines in the Crch of 
Eng land. 


-— 


— 
Regt reverend 41d dearly beloved, 


A® the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in you , So our heartie 
deſire to God is » that your confolations may much more 
abound by Chriſt. The peruſing of your Letter , produ- 


ced inevery one of us ſuch a mixture ofaffefions, as were: 


ar the laying of the foundation of the ſecogd Temple , 
where there was heard both ſhouting for jey, and weeping 
ani ntl ee” 
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aloud 3 We rejoyced char Chriſt our Lord had at aft in 
that Land createda new thing , 1n calling tegether , nor as 
before of a Prelancall Convocationſto beitaskemaſters over 


the people ofthe Lord, bur an Aﬀembly of godly Divines ,_ 


minding the things of the Lord , whoſe hearts are ſet to 
purge the defiled Houſe of GOD in that Land: yet chis 
our joy was nota little allayed by the conſideration of the 
ſad and deplorable condition of tharKingdome , where the 
high provocations of ſo many years , the hellifh plots of ſo 
many enemies ina nick of time , have broughe in an inund+- 


tion of over-flowing calamirtes: We know you are patiently 


bearing the indignation of the Lord, becauſe you have fin« 
ned againfl him, nill he thronghly plead your cauſe , and 
difquiet the inhabitants of Babylon , who now laugh a- 
mong themſelves , while you are fed with the bread of 
tears, and get tears to drink ju great meaſure, being on the 


mountains like the doves of the valleyes, all of you maur- 


ning every one for his iniquitfe. | - 
| It is now more nor evident toall the Kirks of Chriſt, with 
what implacable fury and helliſh rage , the bloud - thirſtie 


| Papifts, as Babylow without, and thePrelaticall FaQtion » 


the children of Edom within, -having adjoyned to themſelves 
many malignant-adherents , of time - ſerving Atheiſts ; 
harers of holineſſe, rejefers of the yoke of Chrift, (to 
whom the morniag light of Reformation is asthe ſhadow of 
death ) have begnn to fwallow up the inherirance of rhe 
Lord , andare not eafily ſatisfied in making deep and long 
furrowes on your backs. We cannot ſay that the loudnefſe of 
your cry ſurpaſſeth the heavinesſe of your ſtroake 3 . bur 
though tbe Lord bath delivered the men, every one into his neipbours 
band.Jand into the band of bis King,and they bave ſmitten the L and, 
yet therod of the #icked sball not not reſt upon ths lot of the righteous: 


This cloud ſhall ſpeedily pasſe away , and a fair ſuu- ſhine ' 


ſhcll appear, 

As for us, though your extreame calamitie did not thres 
aten{the ruine of our Religion, Peace , and Liberties, as 
it doth moſt evidently, we would bare our ſelyes, if we did 
not finde otfr hearts within ns melting with compaſſion over. 
you; Youareengraycn on the _ of our hearts to live and 


& 
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die with you: we could deſire that our heads were waters ; 
and our eyesa fountain of rears, that we mighr. weep day 
and night for the ſlain ofrhe daughrer of the Lords people ; 
So calamitous a condition of any of the Kirks of Chrift ; 
touldnar bu: be very grievous unto us ; How much more 
ſhall not we itoup and fall down in the duſt ro embrace our 
deareſt Brethren of England , to whom we aretied info 
nearand tender relations. When we were but creeping 
out of the deepdarkneſle and bondage of Popery, and were 
almoſt cruſhed with the fury of F orreigne Invaders , joined 
with inteſtine enemies» pretending the name and warrand- 
of anthority , as now your oppreſlonrs do 3 Then did the 
Lord by your Fathers ſend usſeaſonable. afliſtance againſt 
that intended and begun bondage both of foul-and body ; 
The repayment of which debt , the Divine Providence 
ſeemeth now torequire at our hands. And whereas of late 
through our ſecurity we had falleninto a wofull relapſe,and 
were compaſied about with dreadfull dangers onall hands ; 
while we aymedat the recovery of our former puritie and 
Iibertie : Then we wanted not the large ſupply of your fer 
yent Prayers, and other brotherly aflittance of that Nations 
While thoſe whoare now your malignant enemies , would 
have ſwallowed us up. | 5 247.50 
* "Theſe ſtrair bonds of your ancient and late loye ,. do ſo 
poſſeſle our hearts, that when the motions of the Commis-.. 
fioners of the honourable Houſes of Parliament , and your 
Letters did challenge our advice and 2id for defence of Res 
_ Tigion, and advancement of Reformation, our { moaking 
defites for a more ſtrict Union and Uniformitie in Religion 
_ betwixr both the Nations , did break forth info avehement - 
flame ,-in ſuch ſort, as when the draugt of a League and - 
Covenant betwixt both Kinzdomes for defence of Relt- 
10n,0qCc- wasread 1n open audience, It was ſounanimouſly 
and heartily embraced:, with ſuch a torrent of moſt atfectio- . 
nate exprefiions , as none buteye orear witneſſes can con= 
ceive,whereof the rwo reyerend Divines ſent from you to us 
þeing then preſent, nodoubt will give you an account, Nei- || 
ther was it ſo onely with us;bur allo the honourableConvene 
tion of Eſtates here, with the like harmony of affeRionats 
4x eee. aa oe En - H . expreſſions | 
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expreſſions , did entertain the ſame z So that we hope ro be 
reall and conſtant in proſecuring the contents of this Cove- 
nanit. When we in our ſtrairs fled to the Lord 3 and en:r2d 
in Coverant with him , he owned us and our Caule, rebuked 
and diflipated our enemies,and hitherto hath helped us, and 
bleſſed our entrepriſes with ſucceſſe from heaven , notwirh- 


. ſtanding our great weakneſſe and unworthin*fſe. We truſt in 


the Lord, thar as once it was propheſicd of Iſrael & Judah, So 
ſhall Scotland & England ſhall become one ſtick in the han: 
of the Lotd» they ſhall ask the way to Szon , with their taces' 
thitherward,ſaving,Come,let us joyne our {elyesto rheLord: | 


| ina perpetual Covenant,thar ſhall nor be forgotten; 'And ſo 


ſhall ir come to paſſe, rthar the Lords Jerulaleminthis Iſland, 
ſhall be a cup of trembling, and a burthenſome ſtone to all 
their enemies round about. Though now 1: he the time of 
Zacobs rrouble, the Lord will deliver him out of it. Reverend 
and dear Brethren , we conceive your cale , and of all the 
Faichful in that Land to be no other then of a woman crying, 
travelling in birth , and pained t1ll ſhe be dehvered. The 
great red Dragon , (under whoſe ſtandard the ſons of Belral 
are fighring) 1s your Arch-enemy , T his cannor but be a 
time of fear and ſorrow 3 But when the male childe ſhall - 
be brought forth , the pain ſhall ceaſe , and the ſorrow ſhall 
be forgotten. We are very confident'in the Lord , that you 


 willbefartthful to Jeſns Chriſt, in the work commirted to 


you by him in all his ordinances,an d taking neither founda, ” 


\ tion, corner-ſtone , nor 2ny part of the rubbiſh of Babel ro - 


build the Ciry thar is called , The Lrods there: Bur m2aſuring 
all with the golden reed of the Sanctyary,you may more clo= 


ſely be united to the beſt Reformed Kirks , in Doctrine, 


Worſhip, and Government , thar you may grow upin him in 


allthings which isthe head, even Chrift. © - 


 Andnow. Reverend anddear Brethren , though we know 
that yo abound in all gif'sand graces , the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt being plentifully powred out uponyou, yer according 
to your defire and the motion made by the Commiſſioners of 
the Honourable Houſes of Parliament, te teſtifie our hear- / 
ty ſympathie with yen in the work of the Lord , We 
have nominate and elefed ſome Godly and learned of 

es ES - N 5 OE, this 
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this Charch to repair ro your Aſembly. We doubt 
nothing of your hearty embracing them in the Lord, 
and their diligent concurrance with you in advancing that 
great work: | 
Not onely the common danger we are under, but the con- 
ſcience of our duty to his ſuffering people , layeth bonds gn 


us frequently to preſent you, and that bleſſed Work of Re« 


Formarion , in your hands , to the throne of Grace , that 
the GOD ofall Grace ; who will call you into hisetern« 
al glory by Chrift Jeſus, after that you have ſoffered and 
. a while may make you perfet, ſtabliſh , ſtrengthen , ſet« 
te you. , 


Edinburgh ,Auguſt 19. 1643, * 


Sulſeribed in name of the Aſſembly of the Clureb of Seats 
land, by the Clerk of the 4ſſembly. | 


ns a — 


The Aſemblies Anſwer to the Reverend 
their beloved Brethren , CMiniſters in the 
Church of Engiand. 


Reverend aud beloved , 


| WE acknowledge with thankfulneſſe to GO D,that this 

is one of the good bleſſings beſtowed upon our Kirk of 
Jate and a pleaſant fruit of our free Aſſemblies , That a 
wzy 15 opened for keeping communien with our ſiſter Kirks 


abroad , and correſpondence with you our dear Bre-- 


thren, in whoſe joy and ſorrow we have ſo near intereſt, 
and whoſe cauſe and condition we deſire to lay to heart as 
OUr OWN- 

All your former Letters were moſt acceptable.and full of 
refreſhment uatous, being taken asihe earneſt of a more 
full and conftant fellowſhip, longed after and hoped for: 
And this your laſt , although full of ſadneſſe and ſorrow » 
yet accounted of usall moſt worthy of onr tendereſt affection 


and beſt reſpetts , both for your cauſe who ſent jt and for 


tele 
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theſe worthy witnefles which did atreſt ir : Wherein as you 


have given unto us no {mall evidence» not only of your 
love » butalſo of truſt and friendly reſpett , by. chooſing 


$0 poure out your grieved ſouls in our boſome ; $9 we ſhall 


with , and Godwilling endeavour , that you may really 
inde ſome meaſare of brotherly compaſſion in our re- 


ceiving thereof. For theſe your fad expreſſions of deep ſor- 


row, being as you have given us to conceive byra part of 
your complaint , and a lamentation lefle then the cauſes 
doth require» cannot bur melt every heart , wherein there 
15 any the leaſt warmneſle of the love of Chriſt and hisSaints: 
And whar Childe of the Bridegooms chamber , can hear the 
voice of ſo many friends of the Bridegroom, lamenting for 
the evils which have befallen Chriſts Bride in England, in 
the very night before her expected eſpouſals , and not fit 
down and mourn with them: except his heart be fallen a= 
ſleep and frozen within him > This pitiful condition of our. 
ſiſter Church in England hes marter enough we confeffe to 
move, yea, to rend,our bowels. 

If we ſhould weigh this your heavie grief in the ſcales of 
common reaſon , we behoved either to ſtand aloof from 
your plegue as men aſtoniſhed , or fink down in heavineffe 
and be ſwallowed up of sorrow : bat when we ponder your- 
ſad condition inthe Ballance of the SanCtnary , we finde thar 
nothing hath as yet befallen unto you , fave rhat which 
hath been the exerciſe of the Saints in former times, 
who have been made to fir down for a while in the ſha- 
dow of death before the day of their deliverance, We 
finde nothing] bur that which may be a fit Preparation 
for 2 comfortable our-gare from all your troubles. What 
if it was neceffary in the wiſe diſpenſation of Almigh- 
ty GOD, thar a People in great eſtimation for wiſedome 
and power, ſuch as England , ſhould be thus farre hum- 
bled , as you declare , ro the end thar your deliverance 
may be ſeen hereafter to be of the Lord , and nor of your 
felves > What if the Lord would not draw back his hand 
from the Wine-prefle wherein you now lye > till he ſhould 
draw forth from you theſe pitiful expreſſions of your low ee - | 
fare , and ſo provide himſcif witgelles againſt the day ro 

CQme, 
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come , tiat he may havethe greater and purer2lory in yotif 
fzlvation , and your gloriation may bein the Lord alone? 
Dar Brethren , comfort your ſelyes in che Lord ; -thig 
fowing in tears, doth: promiſe a reaping in joy , and who 
knoweth how ſoon he will give toyou who: are mourners 
in Zion , beauty for aſhes, the oyle of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſſe 3 That you 
may be called the trees of 11ghr2ouſneſſe, the planting of the 
Lord, that he may be ploritied. | F- 
Though weeping be in the evening of this'begun Res 
formation and purging of the Lords Houſe among you, 
yet in the morning when the*di(covered filthineile and. 
fweepings of the Temple ſhall be orderly caft out , joy 
ſhall come with tnankſgiying and praiſe. Though a fire 
be kindled in the Land, yer tt is not ta conſume any of the 
2:tal, forthe Lord is fitting down as a Refiner amongſt 

vou , and eſpecially to purifie rhe ſons of Lev, that he may 
havea more pure oblatioa cf ſpiritual worſhip and ſervice in 
all his holy ordinances throvghour all the Land , which is 
no:oken of wrati, but of loving kindneſie rowards you, 
No wonder tha: Satan doth thus rage , asyou relare, fote- 
feeing his caſting out : No wonder he itirre up all the 
children of diſobedienc?, and kindle their natural malice 
2ghioſt the children of God with the infpiration of helliſh- 
fury : No wonder the ſpirit of Antchriit bemad , when 
the morſe] half ſwallowed down , 1s like to be pulled 
ot of his throat, the far morſel of the rich Revenges of 
England : No wonder he be cruel againft you the ſervants 
_ of Chrift > who are conſuming him by the breath of the 
' Lords mouth. 

 Yeudo well to expect no mercy » if Papiſts and Prelats' 
prevail oyzryou , nejcher deitre we to deceive our ſclves 
with $0525 to be free from what ther power and malice can 
do againtus 3 for they will not co to us if they ger the 
uyper-hin4, as we have done, and muſt do, if God bring 
themlow again under us; as they were before 3 for we and 
they are led by the coutraty ſpirits of Chriſt , and Anti- 
chrift : We have laboured, and muft labour for their con» 
verſton, but they (except in lo faras God ſhall —— 
| WI 
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will not reſt without our deſtruftion 3 for their fury againſt 
our perſons 1s much more fierie then eur zeal 1s fervenrx a- 


gain rhetr abominations : Let them follow the ſpirit of 


lying and murthering , we muſt rake us to our refuge, and 
joyne our ſelves with all that are ſenſible of rhe davger 
the danger of the reformed Religion in prayer and ſuppli- 
cation. The Lord of Hoſts is with us » the God of Tacob x5 
our refuge. | PY 
Now tor advice , what can we ſay to you who are upen 


' your watch-tower ; wherein is the pun of wiſedome and 


counie) 3 who lye thus as humble Diſciples underthe Lords . 
foot > Who did nevet forſake them thar ſought him, Goon 
inthe Name ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , againſt all oppoſi= 
tion , Without fear of whatſoever dangers , to purge the 
Houle of the Lord , to repair the breaches thereof, to ſer 
up all his Ordinances in their full beautic and perfeGtion, to 


the utrermolt of your power, according to-the pattern of 


the Word of GOD, and zeal of rhe beſt reformed Kirksz 
And let theſe two Kingdomes be knit rogether as one man 
in maintaining and promoving the truth of the Goſpel , Ler 
us enter ina perpetual Covenant for our ſelves and our poſte- 
rity , to endeyour that all things may be doneinrthe Houſe 
of GOD according to his own will , and ler the Lord 
do with us what ſeemerh good in his eyes. Only wait 
upon the Lord , be of good courage , and he hall ſlrengthen 
your heart. Let your hands be ever at your Maſters Work, 


and hold your faces reſolutely to his Cauſe. Watch ye, 


flaud faſt in the faith , quite your ſelves like men , be ſtrong , 


far ye 5hall ſee the ſalvation of the Lord , ang your labour ſhall 


oc bein vain, 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall Aſiembly of the 
| Church of Stotland , by the Clerk of the Afe 
Jembhy- 
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Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly , for 
| theſe that repair to the Kingdome of 
England. 
He Generall Asſembly of the Church of Scotland , 
- Y finding ir necesſary to ſend ſome{[Godly and learned | 
> of this Kirk to the Kingdome of England , to theef- | 
. fectuander-written. Ther?fore gives full Power and Com- | 
mitiion ro Maſter Alexander Henderſon , Maſter Robert Dour | 
#las, Maſter Samuel Kutherfoord, 'viaſter Robert Bailzie , and | 
Maſter George Gilleſpie Miniſters, Tohn Erle of Caflills» Fob | 
Lord Maicland , and Sir #rchbaldFobnſtoun of Wariſtoun El | + 
ders, or any three ofthem , whereof rwo ſhall be Mint- | 
| ſters, torepairtothe Kingdome of England ,. and thereto | 
deliver the;Declaration ſent unto theParliamenr of England 
arid the Letter ſent unco the Asſembly of Divines now fit- 
ting in that Kingdome. And to propene; couſult, treat and 
conclude with that Asfembly or any Commiſſioners deputed 
by them, or any Committees or Comm. flioners deputed 
the Houſes of Parliament , in all matters which may. 
further the Union of this Iſland in one forme of Kirk-gox/, 
vernment , . one confeition of Faith , one Catechiſme , and 
one DireKarie for the Worſhip of G OD, according to the 
Inſtructions which they have received from the Aﬀembly; 
or ſhall receive from time to time hereafcer from the Com- 
| miſkonets of the Afﬀembly deputed for that effett. With 
-.. 4 - Poweralſotothem to convey to his Majeſtie, the hnmble 
Anſwer ſent from this Asſembly r@ his Majeſties Letter , by 
ſuch occaſion as they ſhall chink convenient 3 And ſachlike 
to deliver the Asſemblies Aniwer to the Letter ſent from | * 
fome wel - affefted Brethren of the Miniftery there. And 
Lenerally aurhorizes them to do all rhings which may fur- | 
ther the !o much deſired Unien,, and neareſt conjuctien oh . | 
the rwo Churches of Scotland and England, conform.to | 
their Inſtructions aforeſaid, | 
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Reference to the Commiſſion , anent the Pere 
ſons deſigned ta repair to'the the Kingdoms © 
| of England. 


He Aſſembly having this day approven the nominatiog 
| & made by the Commiſſioners of the late Aſſembly » of 
Perfons to repair to the Synod of Divines in England: And 
having of new clected and nominated all the ſame Perſons , 
except Maſter Eleazar Borthwick,, who is now with G OD. 
Therefore gives power to the Commiſſioners to be appoint- 
ed by this Aflembly for the publick affairs of this Kirk, ts 
nominate and appoint any other whom they ſhall think 
meetin his place. And ſuchlike the Aﬀembly refers to 
the faid Commuiſtion , to con6der whether it be conveniene 
to ſend now at this preſent time tothe Kingdome of Enge! 
Jand » all the Perſons appointed to go thither , and to de- 


. fgnethe Perions whom they think meet to goat this pre« 


ſent occafſiou , to determine the time of their diſpatch, and 
to give untothem their Inſtruftions. And further incaſe of. 
fickneſſe or death of any of the Perſons appointed for that 
employment , or in the caſe ofany other neceſſary impedi- 
ment of their undertaking the ſamine ; Gives power tothe 
ſaid. Commiſhon', to nominate others in their place ifthe 
Commitiion ſhall finde it convenienrx. 


IT P hs 


— 


. Commsſion fd or z he Public k # rffarr s 
of this Kirk 


'THe General Aſſembly, conſidering the laidable coltoms 
_ of this Kirk , in appointing Commisfiens betwixt Af- 
ſcmblies for the publick affairs of the Kirk, and the com- 
mendable pratice of the late Afembly at Saint Andrews, 
in appointing their Commiſſion for proſecuting thrbleſſed 
'ork , for uniting the Kirks of this Iſland in Religionand 
Kirk-govergmenr 2 byall lawfall and Eccleſiatick Ways » 
: | or 


_ 
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for -continuance of our own peace at home, and of the coms 
mon peace bvtwixt the two Nations, and for other good 

ends > as zt length isexpreſt in that Commisfion : And find- 


2g that the painful endevours and proceedings of that Com-, 


misfion , unanimouſly approven 1n this Asſembly - rhough 
they have much advanced thar glorioas Work of Unity 10 


Religion and Govertment; Yet hes not brought the ſamine. 


to full perfeCtion and a finall accompliizment: And the 
fesſembly being now much animate and encouragedto pro-. 
Zecute that Work by the Parliament of England their Bills: 
Paſt- againſt Epiſcepacie, and ſundry other corruptions:, 
and the good hopes of a ſolemne Covenant berwixt rhe Nas 
tions, And conceiving that 1n thir times of danger; there may 
be ſome occafions for -conveening the Asſembly, before 
the time indicted for their next meeting. Therefore the 
A<+ſembly finding it necesſary to appoint a new Commisfionz 
By theſe preſents, nominates and appoints Mr Andrets Ram: 
ſay , Mr Alexander Henderſon , Mr Robert Douglas , Mr William 


Cotvil , Mix William Bennet , Mr GeorgeGilleſpic , Mr Fobn A= | 


damſon , Mr fohn Sharpe, Mr James Sharpe , Mr William 


\ Dalgleich , Mr David Calderwood, Mr Andrew Blackbal/, Mr 


fame; Fleeming , Mr Robert Ker , Mr Fobn Macghie , Mr Oliver 
Colt, Mr Hugh Campbell; Mr Adam Penman, Mr Richard Dicks. 


fon, Mr Andrew Stevinſon , Mr John Lauder, Mr Robert Blair 


Mr $an.-uel Rutherfoord , Mr Arthur Morton , Mr Robert Trail, 
Mr Frederick Carnichet, Mr Mungo Law: Mr Fohn Smith, 
_ Mr Patrick Gilleſpie , Mr John Duncan , Mr Jobn Hume ,. Nix 
"Robert Knox , Mr Wiliam Jameſor, Mr Robert Muray, Mr 
Henry Guthrie , Mr ]ames Hamulton', Mr Bernard Sanderfon, 
Mr Jobn Lewiſton > Mr James. Boner , Mr Evan Cameron . Mr 
David Dickson, Mr Robert Bailzie , Mr James Cunninghame, 
M.: George Youugh, Mr Andrew Auchinlech . Mr David Land-. 
ſay. V'r Andrew Cant . Mr 7ohnOifſwald . Mr William Dots. 
las. Mr Murdoe Mackenzie , Mr Coline Mackenzie , Mr Jobn. 
Monroe , ir Walter Stuart . Miniſters: Marqueſfe of Arg yle,, 
Earle Marshell, Earle of Sutherland, Earle of Eglintoun, Farle. 
of Cosfils, Earle of Dumfermling, Earle of Lawderdail, Earle; 
of Lindſay , Eaxle of Queemaberrie , Eaxls of Palhouſe ;, Lord 
| Wh | NB, 


[Wn Ls BH - 1 a... OCT rOIny nee OO "C0 > 


OO _=mTD 3AasSOo rn =o Mt << -m- 


Eng 


Aſembly,.. 1643; 209 
Avgus 2 Vicount of Dudhopc , Lord Maitland . Lol Elcho 


Lord ”alm:rinach, Lord Cowmper,SirPatrick Hepburne of Waucht- 
oun , vir 'Archbald 7 obnſtoun of Wariſtoun , 'Sir David Hume 
of Wedderburne , 'S1r Alexander Areskme of Dun » Sir 
Wiliam Cockburne of Langtoun' , © Sir "Thomas Ruthven of 
Frieland ,” Sir Fames [Arnos of Fermie-» 'Sir ' Walter Riddell 
of that Tik , Sir Lodonick Houſtoun of that Ilk , Sir Wil 


% 


o 


z 


ham Carmichael Fiar of that TIk , -Laird ' of Bonjedburgh, 


Laird of Libbertoun , Laird of Brodie , Sir fohn Smith, 
ames Nennifleun . Maſter Barclay ; John Rutherfoord , Wil- 


tiam Glendimumg , John Sempill , John Kgnnedie , Maliter / 


#lexander Douglas , I's meet at Edinburgh the 21." day 
of Auguſt next » and upon any other day thereafter , 
and. in any other place they ſhall - think' good; ' "And 


"$i and grants into them , or any fifteen of them, , 


there being twelve: Miniſters -preſent »* fall power and 


Commiſſion , to conſider and performe what they 'finde'. ' 
neceſſary by Praying and- Preaching , by: ſupplicating © ' 
| li's Majeſtic and all the Judicatories of this Kingdome, 


by Declarations and Remonſtrances- to the Parliament 
of England , to the Synod of Divines in 'that Kings 
dome ' by Informarions » Diretons , Inſtruftions tos 
and” continual correſpondence with the Commitſſioners , 


of Divines in Fngland , or by any other lawful Eccles 
faftick wayes | , | 

in the Union of this Iſland . in Religion and Kirk- go- 
vernment , and for continuance of our own Peice at 


tions , and keeping of good correſpor dence betwixe the: 
Kirks of this Iſland. ' With power alſo ro them to con- 
curre_ with the Lords 'of Councel , Commiſſioners of 


le | Peace. , or with the Honourable Eftates afſembled in 
| Convention or Parliament » . or with their Committees 


and Commiſſioners » in- proſecuting this good Work at 
like with power. to them to prevent the dangers contein- 


of- 


& in the Remonſtrance , PERCY the Convention 


4 now defigned by this Aſſembly to go to the 'Synod - 


or fnrtherance of this great Work", - 


home , and of the common Peace” betwixt the Nas: 


home or abroad by all Ecclefiaftick wayes. And ſuch-* 
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of Eſtates by the Commiſſioners of the late Aﬀembly it. 
Jun: laſt, and to proſecute rhe remedies of theſe dangers | 


conteined in another Remonſtrance , ' preſented by the 
aids Commiſſioners to. the Convention the 6. of July 
hſt > -by admonitions , direQtions » cenſures , and all 


other Ecclefiaſtick wayes. And further in caſe their- 


Brethren of England ſhall agree to the Covenant be« 


ewixr. the Kingdomes , the draught and frame where- 


of is now ſo. unanimouſly approven in this Afembly: 
 Gives-alſo unto the Perſons foreſajid z, or the Quorum 

above-written ,. full Power and Authoritie to command 
and enjoyn the ſamine to be ſubſcribed and ſworn by 
all the- members of: this Kirk : And that in ſuch order 
and. manner , 'and with ſuch ſolemnities as they ſhall 
think - convenient for ſo great and glorious a Workz 
And ro ſend their direions ro Seflions ; Presbyreries, 
and Synods , for execution of their orders thereanent.. 
And with power to proceed againſt any Perſon whats 
ſoever , that ſhall refuſe ro ſubſcribe and ſwear the ſaid 
Coyenant , with all the cenſures of the Kirk , or to re« 
fer the. rryall and cenſures of ſuch delinquents to' Pref- 
byreries or Synods as they ſhall think convenient. And 
ſuch like gives unto the perſons foreſaids power and. Ji- 
bertie , to call a General Aſſembly pro re nata , in caſe 
they ſhall finde the neceflity of rhe Kirk , and this gre at 
Work to require the ſame : With full power alſo to 


them to give Anſwers in name of, the Aſſembly , to | 
all Letters ſent to the Aſſembly from the Kirks of Hol- | 


land , Zealand » or any other forraigne Reformed Kirks. 
And further gives power 'to them ro promove the 0s 
ther defires , Overtures and recommendations of this , 
or of any former Aſſemblies ro the Kings Majeſtie 


Parliament or Convention of Eſtates , te the Lords of, | 


Councel , Seflion , Exchequer , Commiſſioners of Pats 
liaments , for plantation of Kirks , for the common bur- 
dens , and for conſerving the Peace. And ſuchlike 
gives as full power and Commiſſion to them to treat and 

Eccrne 12 any other matrers referred , os to þe —_— 
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to them by this Aſſembly , as if the ſamine were' here« 
| 1n particalarly inſert, And generally gives unto the Per- 
ſons foreſaids » or the Quorum abovementioged fall power 


and Authoritie , te do and performe all things which 
may, advance , accompliſh , and perfect the grear Work 
of Unity of Religion , and Uniformity of Kirk-govern- 
ment in all his Myeſties Dominions , and which may be 
neceſ{dry for good order in all-the publick affairs of this 
Kirk , .umill the next Aſſembly , ne quid detriments ca- 
piat Ecclefia. With als ample power. in all matters par- 


ticularly or generally above-mentioned , as any other 


Commiſſion of General Aſſemblies , hes had or been ine 
aſe of before 3 They being alwayes countable ro , ane 
cenſurable by the next General Aſſembly , for theirpro« 
ccedings thereiatill. 
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"THe General Aſembl appoints the meeting of | 
the next General Aſſembly , to be at Edinburgh 
the laſt Wedneſday of May , in the year 1644» 
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G E R A 
'A S S: 8--d4- B-L--Y, 
At Edinburgh , 164.4. 


Die Jovis penult. Maii, Self. 2. 
The Letter from the Presbyeerie with the 
Army in England , #0 the Generall Aſſembly. 


Right reverend , 


» rable Aſ:mbly , we thought our (clves obliged 
® rorenderſome accompr of the ſtate of our At- 
| fairs. Ir bath. pleaſed the Lord to exerciſe us 
ſince onr out - coming , with many ſtraits and difficulries» 
yet in the mids thereof che hath wonderfully upheld and 
carri?d us through. The depth of his wiſedome hath ſul 
'pended us fora time from any greataCtion » ro make us walk 
humbly before-him » and to keep us in a continual depen- 
dance upon himſelf: And yer he hath by his own pow 
ſcattered before us the great Popiſh Army , and much dim 


niſhed che number theteaf, ſorhatthey do not now appeare| 
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a4 Aving the opportunity of the ſitting of this Venes | 


2g1inſt us in the Fields 3 That af may learne to — 
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GOD, aMdnot in Man. It was farre from-our thoughts - 
2nd intentions ro have comethis legth ar that -inftant when 
the courie of Divine Providence pointed out our way unto 
us , which led us on by ſome long and ſpeedie marches 
to joyne with my Lord Fairfax and his Sonne their For- 
The City of Yorg, wherein a {warme of obſtinare 
Papiſts have taken ſanctuary, is blocked up 3 Now and 
then God favoureth us with ſuccefſe in ſomeenterpriſes ab= 


_ outit, and:wee look for-more if the time be come which 


he hath appointed for the deliverance of this People, _ 
Our Soiiles do abhorre the treacherous attempts of our 
diſnatured Countrey - mn , thar. have endzavoured to 
make their native Kingdome a ſeat of Warre ; and our 
bowels within us are moved to think upon the maine miſ- 
chiefs , if not tim?ouſly prevented , that may follow up- 
on the unatural Warres there 3 Like unto thele under which 
this Kingdome bath groaned for a long time., We have 
found none more malicious and cruel againit us-than theſe 
of our own Nation, and we meaſure thoſe at heme, by 
theſe herzs Curſed bz their rage , for it is fierce, and their an- 
ger for it is cruell. 1he prefent danger calls _ all co lay 
out of their hands what ever miy hinder theirhafſte , as one 
Man ro come together for ſaving the Vine - yeard that the 
wilde Boares would lay waſte, and taking the Foxes that 
would deſtroy the Vines. You are, Righr Reverend , 


. now ſet upon the higheſt Watch tawer , from whence 


you may diſcover the dangers that threaten on all coaſts , 
and we need- not put you in mindeto give warning to the 
Watch-men in their ſeverall (tations; To rouze uv the 
People from their too great ſecurity; To call them to 
unfeigned Humilition, and to ſtirre them up ro wreſtle 
with GGD by prayer ; that hes would preſerve Truth 
and Peace at home againſt the machinations of Malignants 3 
That hee would prepate the People here, and mike them 
more fit ro embrace the intended Reformation 3 And 
that hee wou!d command theſe unnaturall and bloudy 
Warres ro ceaſe , that Religion and Righteouſnefle may 


' fouriſh thro2gh thechree Dominions, Praying GOD roſend 
> O | | 
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upon you the Spirit of truth , who may lead you.in all eruth, 


We remaine SE | 
| Middle- thorp, 20. May, 1644. 


Yorr loving Brethren , T he Presbyzenie of the 
Scottich Army in England , 


Mafter Robere Douglas , Moderator intheir name, 


wa. } 


T he Petition from the diſtreſsed Chriſtians in 


_ the North of ireland. 


To the Reyerend and Honourable Moderator 
and remanent Members of the Generall Aſſembly 
of Scotland, conveencd at Edin- 

burghin May 1644. 
The bumble Petition of the diſtreſied Chriſtians 
in the North of 1r<land. 


Fumbly cheweth , 


Hat whereas your former. enlarged bounty , and our 
preſent overflowing ſtraits would require a. gratefyll 
acknowledgement of the one, anda ſerious repreſentation 
of the other: Our caſe is ſuch , as neither can be expected 


at our hands, being ſtricken with aſton;zſhment, and full 


of the furie of the Lord, We are theſe indeed who have 
ſeen afiliCtion by the rod of his wrath': So that 1t were more 
ft, we had a Cottage in the Wildernefle amongſt the Owles 
ro mourn out our imbittered Spirits , then that by word or 


writ we ſhould compeere before any of bis People: Al-] 
though you cannot be wearied in wel-doing, yet we ſhall np 


way.thinkit ſtrange, if now you ſhall give over any more 
Careofus ; Seeing the Lord hath reſtified againſt us, and 
the Aimighty hath afflicted us. Your judgement is with the 


Lord, andyour reward i3with God , not onely for your | 
yo. years viing and wat@ipg a barren vineyard , but alſo | 
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h, | foryour zeale and care to have your Reformation ſpred a- 
' | mongſtother oppreſt and borne-down Churches, whereof 
. you have givenan. ample and famous-teſtimony in ſending 
liter that bleſſed League and Covenant which. wee much 
deſired and longed for, as by our Peritions to the Church 
_ & State ofour Native Kingdome 15 knowne unto you; which 
| hath had a wiſhed and gracious ſucceſſe by the favour and . 
bleſſing of God , accompanying the pains of theſe: to whom 
the tendering thereof was intruſted by you. And we con- 
. | ceivingachiefpart of our miſcrie to conſiſtin our wanr of 
Z# | epporrunitie to joyne our ſelves with the People of God in 
the foreſaid League ; Eſteeming our ſelves rezeAted of God 
and unfit to be joyned in any comfortable fellowſhip in the 
Or | Goſpel with them, when tne ſaid League and Covenant 
was preſented to the Regiments; Wee made bold to lay 
hold upon the opportunity ( though aiilicte.l abje&ts) and 
cheerfully and unanimouſly joyned our lelyes thereunto : 
That if wee peeriſh in our miſery , wee may die a Covenant- 
ed People: and, if our miſerable lite be prolonged , we 
may finde ſhelter and refrethment under the ſhadow thereof 
in our fierie trials, confidently expecting from the Lord by 
our nzerer conjunction with you than before,an accompliſh= 
ment of whar is agreed into. the Covenant , which ye boune 
ur} rifnlly expreſſed before we were on with you, to your never= 
ull dying-commendation. We are nothing ſhaken in our to your 
N | minds with the odious aſperſions of (edition, combination 
ed againft the King?. and overthrow.of Muncipal Laws , &c. 
all ( wherewith our Covenant is branded ) nor with che threats 
Ye | of theſe who ſhould be comfortable to us in our troubles : 
NC] Butare the more encouraged to beleeve that God ſhall raiſe 
(5 «up the Tabernacle of David thar is fallen , and repair.the 
Oo 1 breaches thereof: For ſince we Covenanted with God , and 
-1 united our ſelyes together, our dying Spirits. have reyived , 
FO} and wefing like theſe who have come forth from their Gra- 
4 ves , for God hath had mercy on ]acob.: In teitimony whe- - 
2"  reofhe hath opened the bowels of the Churches of Holand , 
le | who were ſtraugers to us , and yer dear Brethren, and tens 
ur | der Sympathizers with or afflitions and ſorrows , who, 
- ny | 04 -. when 
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when theſe whe were left of the Sword. were in danger to 


- dye by famine , didplenrifully relieve usinourſtraits , nor” 
onely by comfortable encouragementsto walk humbly with 
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God , and wait for him who hides his face from che houſe'of } 


Zacob for a ſeaſon 3 but. allo by eneir rich ſupply in Victuals” 


and others. neceſfar for our relief and comfort , which we' 


humbly deſire our Lord to repay ſevenefold in rheir bo-'. 


ſome, and become your Supplicants ro joyne with us ina 


grateful acknowledgement of their finguiar favours :' And | 
yipon the heels of theſe favours you have continued your un-'"Þ* 


aralled compaſiions in keeping your forces and enabling 
them, together with the other Forces.for averging the crue 
qurd:rs, and effuſion*of Chriſtian blood in this Land, not- 
withſtanding of your owne multiplied diffici1ries. the Lord 
Harh begun to delight inro us, andin a day of faivarion harh 
helped us (So happy are the people who are in Covenant 


with God:) Weare theſe (1ndeed) who may juſtly be burnt 
up for our unfruitfulnefle 1n the dayes of our plenty, 8 ſtub- | 


Þornefle 1n the dayes of our aiflicizon, which harh broughr us 
ſo low, that where we ence enjoyed a blefted plenty , we 
muſt now beg of the | crumbs that fall from your Tablet 
'We cannot diflemble , bur ſo farre as we can diſcern out. 
'owne hearts, we would pref-rre the joyful ſound of the 
Goſpel to our much withed Peaceand precious lives : Bur 
It may he diſcerned,your Conſultations of before have been ' 
guided by the Spirit of the Lord ; in thar when wee rwice. 
 3nour forward haſting defires begged the preſent looſing and 
planting of ſome Miniſters amongſt us', you jndged it more 
conyenient to ſupply us by turnes, as foreſceing that our 


Caprivity was likely toendure: Our hopesare ſo far revived, | 


thar we truſt to ſee the day when he ſhall rake the Cnp of 


trembling out ofourhands , and pur ir in the hands of them 


tharafllicted us. 


-And therefore, if you account us fellow-partners of the | 


Purchiſed Inheritance , Yer azain ſuffer our neceſſitie to 


1 
4 


_ wirh you , that as it hath been by the Committee of 


Bils already adviſed, that a competent number of Mini- | 
ftersmay begifted-tous by your Commiſſion when they ſhall 


{ct che Calling cleared, the ſame may be granted as a teſtis. 


mopy. |, 


naar 


o | mony of your confidence , and expettarion of our delivery; 


you to returne unto 


F AT for the preſent Entrie of the new eretted 


' Andin the meane time ſome others may be ſent by-rurnes © 


ro keep in the dying lives of above twenty foure deſolate 


| Congregations , who are in danger to periſh for want of 
Viſion : Andalrhough we do prefefle , we count not opr 


ſelves worthy of ſuch favours, 'yet as we have reſelved © 
dye ' with the cry of hope in our mouthes ro the Lords - 
Throne; So in obedience of the uſe of the means by him ap- 


{ pointed, weſtrerch our our hearrs and our hands to you for 
© help and have ſent our Srother V/iham Mackema Merchant 


at Belfaſt . to atrend what anſwer it ſhall pleaic the Lord by 


Your diſtroſſed Brethpen and 
Suppl cants. | : 


Subſcribed by very. many hands. 


LT En. —— 


3-Junii- 1644, Antemeridiem, Sell. ;. 
Presbyterie at Biggar. | 


| Ts which day anent the Supplication ſubſcribed and 


- givenintothe G:neral Aſſembly ro the Miniſters ard 
ruling Elders of the Kirks of Eiggar, Skerling ,Erochton, 
Glenquhome, Kelbocho,'Culter, Lamyngtoun . Symontoun , Coomg- 
toun . Quothquen , Welſtonn, and Dolphingtoun making mention, 


|  harthe General Aﬀſembly at Edinburgh in Auguſt 1643. 


years, by their Act of the date of the twe)fth day of the ſa- 
mine moneth and year,did upon grounds, and aftertryal and 
hearing of all Partiesto the full , erect a Presbyterie icar at 
Ejzoar, ro conſiſt of the Kirks above-written.,, And granted 
fo their Presbyrerie full power otjuriſdi&ion and exerceing 
Difcipline » with all other Liberties and Privitedges be- 
longing to any other Presbyterie ; bur ſuſpended the 
entrie and poſſeſſion of this new erefed Presbyterie , 


' during the pleaſure of rhe Aſſembly: And therefore deſfiting 


Os5 the 


> 


the {aid Generall Aſſembly toordaine and appoint the entries 
and poſlcſſion of the forefaid Presbyterie at Biggar now pre- 
ſently 3 Andco declare, that it is their plealure, that the 
entric and poſſeſſion thereof ſhall be no longer ſuſpended , 
asthe Supplication proports. Which Snpplication being 
zead in audience of the Generall Aſſembly, and thereafcex 
the Commiſltioners from the Presbyteries of Lenerk and Pee- 
bles , andall others bavingentreſle to oppo'e the detite fore. 
ſad being publickly called , and the ſaids Commiſiioners 
for Peebles and L enerk perſonally preſent., being at length 
heard in what they could ſay or alledge therein : And the 
fad the Supplication and deſire thereof, with the Alleds 
geances and Objections made againſt the ſamine' , being 
raken to conſideration by the Aſſembly, and they therewith þ 
being fully and ripely adviſed : The Afembly after remo» 
wing of the Parties, and after conſideration of the premiſſes | 
and voycing of the foreſaid defire, Ordainesrne entrie and 
poſſeſlion of the foreſaid Presbyrerie of Biggar» confiſting of 
the'particular Kirks above - mentioned , ro begin now pre- 
ſently 3. And appgints and ordaines all the Miniſters and 
Ruling Elders of the foreſaids Kirks above ſpecified, whe« 
xeof the ſaid Presbyrerie confiſts, ro meet and conveenc as 
2a Presbyterie, with all convenience, at the ſaid Kirk of 
Bizgar , whichis the Place and Seat of the ſamine Presby- 
reite. Andthe Afſembly refers ro the Commiiſſioners to 
be appointed by them for the publick affairs of the Kirk, to . 
determinn to what Synod this the ſaid new erected Presby- - 
rerie ſhall be ſubordinate; As alſoto preſcribe thc order 
acd ſolemnities that ſhall be neceſlar for entring and poſleſ= 


fing the Miniſters and Elders in the ſaid Presbyterie, 
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Tunit 3. 1644 Seff. 6. 
AR concerning the Declaration ſubſcribed by the Seattisb 
mn Lyordsat Oxford, 


— — 


He Generall Aſſembly having received a Copy of 2 


f #-odremrms , made and ſubſcribed at @xſyd, ſent bd 
; ; | | em 
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eAſembly, 1644. ZFg 
them from the honourableConvention of Eftates,and having 
ſer1ouſly conſidered the tenour thereof , doth finde the ſame 
ro be a perfidious Band and unnaturall confederacy , to 
bring this Kirk and Kingdome to confufion ; and tobe full 
of blaſphemnes againſt the late ſolemneLeague and Covenanc 
of the three Kingdomes , of vile afperlions of Treaſon , 


(Rebellion and Sedirion + moſt falſly and impudently impu- 


ted to the Eſtares and the moſt faichfull and loyallSubjects of 
theſe Kingdomes, And ſeeing it is incumbent tothe Aſ- 
ſembly rotake notice thereof, and toſtop the courſe of 


. gheſe malicious intentions, in ſo farre as concernes them , 


Declare that the ſubſcribers of this or the like Declararion 
or Band, or any that have beenacceſlory to the framing » 
or that has been, or ſhall be accesſory to the execntion the= 
reof» deſery{ rhe higheſt cenſure of the Kirk : And theres. 
fore gives power to the Commisftoners of this Asſembly ap- 


_ pointed for the publick affairs, roproceed againſt them to 


the ſentence of Excommunication, unlesſe they make hum- 
ble confesfion of their offence publickly, inſuch manner , 


- andin ſuch places as the Commisfion ſhall preſcribe; Or 


otherwiſeto refer the tryall and cenſure of ſuchDelinquents 
to Presbytercries or Synods as they ſhall think convenient. 
And when the ſentence of Excommunication .ſhall be pra- 
nounced-, diſcharges Presbyteries or Synods to relaxany 
from the ſentence , without the advice of the Generall As= 
ſembly, or their Commisfioners, niſi in extremis, And 
in reſpect of the atrocicite of this Fact, the Asſembly in all 
humility , doſferiouſly recommend tothe right honourable 
the Eſtates of Parliament to take ſuck courſe, as the perſons 
that ſhall be found guilty , may be exemplary puniſhed , 
according to the merit of io unnaturalland impious an of= 
f2nce; And that ſome publick note of ignominie be put upon 
the Declazation and Band it ſelf, it their Honours ſhill 
think ir meer, 


O————— 
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AF againſt the Rebells in the 
; North and South. 


Ti General Aembly couſidering the juſt ſentencs 


pronounced azainſt the principall Ators in that Rebel- 


lion in the North and South, by ordinance of the Comms | 


fioners of the lare Aſſembly ; And finding it moſt neceſſary, 


that ſuch as affiſted orjoyned with them in thar impious and ' 


unnatural! Fact, be lik-wiſe cenſured ; Therefore ordiins 
Presbyreries and Synods reſpeFie , to proceed againfl chem 
with the highelt Cenſures of the Kirk , if they gtve not (a= 
ti: faction by publick repentance ; And when the ſ{entence 
of Excommunication ſhall be pronounced , The Aſſembly 
diſcharges the ſaid Judicatories to relix any of them from 
the ſentence, withour the advice of the Generall Afembly, 
or their Commifſtoners , niſi mm extremis : To whom allo the 
ſaids Presbyreries and — (pots , ſhall beanſwerable for their 
diligence inthe premiſles as they fhall be required. And 
the Aſſembly doth humbly recommend ro the Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament, to take ſuch courſe. as the Perſons 
that ſhall be found guilty may be exemplarly puniſhed ac- 
cording to th? merit and degree of their offence. 


AF againsft ſecret diſaffefers 
: of the Covenant 


. 4 


ſons diſ-affected ro the Nationall Covenant of this Kitk, 
and to the Solemne League and Covenant of the three King- 
doms, do eſcape their jnlt cenſure, either by their private 
and unconſtant abode inany one Congregation , or by ſecret 
conveyance of their malignant ſpeeches and praftiſes ; The- 
refOre ordains all Miniſters to take ſpeciall notice when any 
ſuch Perſon ſhall come wichin their Paroches, and fo ſoon 
as they ſhall know the ſame , that} without delay they cauſe 
wirnthem to appear beſore the Presbyterics within wo 


Ti Generall Aſſembly underſtanding that divers Per« 
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their Paroches lyes, or before the Commiſſioners ofthis 
Aſſembly appointed for publick affairs , as rhey ſhall- inde 


1; moſt convenient 3 which warning rhe. Aﬀembly declares 
' ſhall be a ſufficient cirarion untothem : And als that all M- 


nifters and Elders delate to the (aids Judicatories reſpetso8, 
every iuch digaffeCted Perſon , a)thovgh without their own 

Paroch, ſo ſoon as they ſhall hear and be informed of them. 
And the Aﬀlembly ordains the ſaid Commiſſioners not only 

toptoceed to Tryal and Cenſure of ſuch disaffeGted Perſons, 

butalſo takea ſpecial account of the diligence of Miniſteys, 

Elders » and Presbyrteries herein reſpe&:ve. 


ou _ 


Ad for ſending Miniſters to the Armit: 


: JF H* Afembly underſtanding char Miniſters are nor duly 


ſent forth to the Regiments of the Army,neither ſnch as 
are ſent duly relieved, which negle( falleth our ofcimes, by 
reaſon of queſtions among Presbyteries interefled in the Re- 
giments.:- Therefore for remedy hereof, thinks it conve- 
nient that this order be keeped hereafter ; Thar a Liſt be 
made of three Miniſters by the Colonels, or in tneir ab- 
ſence by the chief Officers'of every Regiment , with advice, 
and conſent of the Presbyterie at the Army , and ſent to 
Presbyteries here , or if the hiſt be of Miniſters in divers 
Presbyteries tothe Commiſſioners of the. General Aſſembly, 
that they may appoint one ouit of that liſt tobe ſent to the Re- 


_. gimenr, toattend them for performing. Miniſterial duties 


3, Moneths: And thar the relief of Miniſters already ſentor 
to be ſent hereafter ſhallbe-in the ſame manner , And the 
Aflembly ordains Miniſters who ſhall be-thns appointed by 
Presbyreries'or the Commiffioners of theAſſembly reſpeFsve, 


- to repair to the Armie with all diligence; under the paine 


. of fuſperfion : Aud humbly recommends to the Honourable 
Eſtares of Parliament > to provide ſome way whereby rheſe 
Minifters may have due and ready payment of their allow- 
ance » fromthe time. of their going from their-charges here, 
And it is declared that this order ſhall bealſo keeped for ſen- 
ding forth of Migiſters tothe Regiments in the ſecondexpes 
—- "7. |",  Benivegion 
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Renovatidn of the Commiſſion for the 


, Publick affairs of the Kirk. 
E lors Generall Aſſembly conſidering that.the Commil- 


fioners appointed. by the Jaſt Aſſembly upon the nin- 


teenth dav of Auguſt 1643 years , the hiſt Seſſion thereof 
to ſitar Edinburgh, for the Publick affairs of the Kirk , have 
not yer fully perfected thar great Work for Unity of Reli- 
gion, and Uniformitie of Kirk- government in his Maje= 
ſties Dominions; And that now in reſpe& of the preſent con- 
dition of affairs in this Kingdome , their proceedings cannot 


be examined at this time: 'Therefore finding « neceflar 


' that che ſaid Commiſſion be renewed unto the Commiſijo- 
ners therein mentioned, and to the Perſons afternamed 
now ſought , fit ro be added for the berter expediring of 
the bufineſſe { Do hereby appoint the Perſons particularly 
nominate in the faid Commiſſion , viz. Maſters cAndrew 
Ramſay , Alexander Henderſon , R obeyt Douglas , William Col= 


vill , William Bennet , George Gilleſpie, John Ciſwald , Mungs 


Law , fobn Adamfon , fobn harp, Jam's Sharp , Wilkam 


Dalgleich, David Calderwood, Andrew Blackball, James Fleeming, 


«Robyrt Ker, Jehn Mackchie , Oliver Colt , Hngh Campbell, A= 
dam Penman ; Richard Dickson , Andrew Steven » John Law- 
der, Robert Blarr, Samuel Rutherfurd , Arthur Mortoun , Re» 
bert Traill , Frederick Carmichael, Jobn Smith , Patrick Gille/p1e, 
Bots Duucan , John Hume , Robert Knox , William |amecſon , 

obert Murray , Henry Gubhrie , James Hamiltoun in Dumfrets , 
Berna d Sanderſon, lohn LevingRtoun, James Bonar ,. Evan 
Camron , David Diekson', Robort Bailzis , James Curmpghame , 
* George Youngh , Andrew Afﬀiech David Lindſay. Andrew Cant, 
William _ » Murdo Mackeinzie , Coline Mackeinzie , Fobn 
Monroe, Walter Stuart Miniſters 3 Archbald Marquesle of Ar= 
 Syle, William Earle Marsball, Fohn'Earle of Sutherland , Ale- 
xander Earle 'of Fplingtoun , joabn' Earle of Caſfils , Charles 
Earle of Dumfermelimz , fobn Earle of Lauderdale , * Jobn Ear 
| be of Lindſay, James Earle of Queensberry, William Earle 
of Dalboufic » Archbald Lord Angus, James. Vicount of D'td- 


bope, John Lord Maitland, David Lord Elcho , Jolin Lord' | 


"Botmrrimch , Janes bord Cowmper , Sis Parrick, Hepburns of 
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Waughtoun , Sir - Archbald Jobnſtoun of | Wariſccean , Sir 
pid Hume of Wedderburne , Sir Alexander arechme of Dan , 
Sir William Cockburne of Langtoun , Sir Thomas F mthoen of 
Frieland, Sir James Arnot of Ferrie , Sir W alter R iddallof thar 
11k; &ir Lodovick Houſtoun of that Hk, Sir William Carmichael 
Fiar of that I1k , Mt George Douglas of Fomjedburgb, Mr 
 Winrame of Libertoun , Laird cf Frodie , Sir Jobn Smith, 
. James Denniſtoun , Maſter Robert Parclay, Jobn Rutherfurd , 
William Glendunning , John Sempill , John Kennedy, and Ma- 
ſter Alexander Douglas E!ders: And alfo Maſters, David 
Dalglerch , Andrew Penner , lohn Moncreiff , Alexznder Carſe » 
Thomas Wilkie, Tames Gushrie , Henty Levingfoun' » David 
Drummond at Creiff , John Hay at Renfrew , John Strang, Ri= 
chard Inglis , WV iluam Faltoner , \obn Paterſon , Gilbere Rofſe , 
Richard Maitland . George Cumming » William 'Camphel Min- 
ſters, And V tam Earle of Glancairne , Wilizn Earle of 
| Louth-ian , James Lord Murray of Gasck, John Lord Yeſter» 
Robert Maitland , Frederick Lyon of Brigtomm , James Mac= * 
- dowell. of Garthland , David Peton of Creich , Sir James Stuare ' 
Sheriff ofBue, Sir John Weemes of Bogie, Mr WilliamSandilands 
Tutor of Torphichin,, Archbald Sydſerfe , Laurence. Hendaſas , 
James Stuart , Thomas Paterſon , and Alexander |affrry Elders 
how added by this Aſſembly , to meet arEdenbargh upon the 
fifth day of rhis inſtant moneth of-June , and uponrhe laſt 
Wedne ſday of Auguſt next » the laſt Wedneſday of Novem=- 
ber next, and upen the laſt Wedneſday of February nexts 
and upon any other day, or.in any other place they ſhall 
think meet : Giving and granting unto them, oranyhE 
teen of them, there being twelve Miniſters preſent,full power 
and commiſſion to proſecute the ſaid work of unitie in Re= 
ligion'; and uniformitie of Kirk- government in all his Ma- 
jeſties Dominions , and to doand performe all thin gs par- 
ticularly or generally contained in the ſaidCommiſſion of the 
preceeding Aſſembly, or inanAdt of the ſaid Afſembly upon 
the faid 19. day of Auguſt , intituled , 4 Reference to #he 
 Commugfion anent the Perſons defigned to repair to the Kingdame of 
- | England, and totreat and determine therin , andin all o= 
| | ther matcers referred unto them by this Aſſembly, ficlike, 
| andasfxecly , as ifall theſe were herein expreſſed , and #4 


\ 
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the perſons nominat in that ſaid former” Commiſſion mi ohi 


have.done by vertue of the ſaid Actand former Commiſ 5 We 


fron atany time by-gone » and with as ample power as any 
Commiſſion of former General Aﬀemblies hath had, or bee . 
in uſe of befoze , they being alwayes comprable and cens. 
_ ſurable for their whole proceedings hereintill by the next 
General Aſſembly, 


——— RD "_ d- > . p | 


Renovation of” the Commiſſion granted to the. 
Perſons appointed to repair to the Kingdome | 
of England, 


WAL 


Tt General Aſſembly , finding that the great Work of | 


unity in Religion, and uniformity of Kirk-government_ 
in all his Myeſties Dominions is not yet perfe&ted » Do 
therefore renew the Commiilion granted for that effect by 
the preceeding Aſſembly , unto rhe Perſons appointed to 
repair ro the Kingdome of England upon the 19. day of Aus 
.guſt-1643. 1a thelaſt Seffion thereof , Giving and granting 
'rothe Perſons therin mentioned,. the ſame power, ro doall 
* andevery thing particularly or generally contained in the' 
ſaid Commiſſion , in the ſame manner » and as fully , 
if the ſame were herein expreſſed , and as they might 
have*done at any time by-gone by vertue of the forme 
Commiſſion. 7 
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with the Armie. 


Roverend aud loving Brethren in the LO R D, 


7 & received yours of the 17 and 20. of May , and were. 
much refreſhed with the knowledge you gave unto us 
therein , of your ſenſe of our condition here , and of the 


Lords dealing with your felvgs there in your ixaits prox dif | 
ic 


ulttes, 


: «4 


The Aſſemblies. anſwer to the Presbyterie | 
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ficulties : We rejoyce exceedingly te ſee you make ſyuch's 


\ bleſſed uſe of the Lords delayes , for your farther Humi- 


lation and Dependeoce upon him. ; That SanQinry ;yoitr 
Enemies , and the Enemics of your GOD hath-caken , 
ſhall nor ſave them : You have found by experience in 
ourmarches and maintenance , thar events zre not ordered 

; the propoſitions of men, but by the Providence and pur= 
oſe of GOD. Thereisatime for every purpoſe under 
eaven, and the Cup of the Amorites muſt be filled: Whiclr 
being now full of every abomination , yea of \the blood of 
the Saints, the cry whereof cannot but be heard in Heaven, 


 andanſwered on Earth, preſagerh no leflero us,than thar#ke 
.. Lords time of his deliverance of his own, and deſtruction of 
" his Enemies draweth near. 


We are not unſenſible of your preſenteſtate , andby the 
Lords grace ſhall be carefa} , both here and with our Con- 
grezat.ons athome , to make all rake the ſame to heart. . As 
tor our condition here remembred with ſuch pious affection 
by you » wedoubr nor but ye have heard. whar the Lord. 
hath done for us theſe happy beginnings of the Lords 


ſcattering our unnatural Enemies in the North,gives us con- 


| fidence of his afliſtance in the. midft *of difficulties againtt 


theſe that aſſaulr us in the South : It is nothing with the - 
Lord to help whether wich many» or with them chat hageno 


wer. ' ©, 


7” The ſecurity of this Nation indeed is great , it is our part 


to blow the Trumpet to give warning tothe People ,andro .. 


rouze them from that fearful condition which threarneth 
ſo much deſertton. And tothis end we have inj>yned a ſo- 


| Ikmne Faſt, the cauſes whereof being more particularly con= 
| fidered by our Commiiſioners here » will no queſtion be ſent 


unto you , that if the Lord pleaſe , you may joyne with us 


| there in that Adtion, 


 Wehaveſer down an order to be kept hereafter,for ſend= 
ing Miniſters unto the Armie , Which the Clerk will ſerd 
herewitH unto you. Now the Lord our GOD , in whoſe 
Name his people go forth againſt bis Enemies,help and affilt 
them, and cover their heads in -—_ Day of Battel » __ be. 
| . | elr 
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their Refuge; and bleſſe your travels and endeavours,for the 


good of their ſouls and his own glory. 


Edinburgh, 3. June 1644. 


Subſcribed in name of the General Aſſembly by, the | 


Moderator, 


4. June 1644. Sell 7. 


The Letter from the CommiſSioners aÞ 
London to the General Aſſembly. 


Right Honourable, Reverend, and belovedinthe LORD, 


{ T was the earneſt deſire of our hearts to have come unto 
you at this time, and to have brought with us the defire- 

able fruits of our weighty imployments and labours , to our 

common rejoycing in the mids of ſo many troubles: both 


. here and there : but our Lord in his wiſedome harh not ' 
, Judged it fitting , that this ſhould be the time of our joyful 


harveſt, .and of bringing our ſheaves, tobe matter of ſacris 
ficefohimſelf, and of ſhouting tous, Both Nations as yet, 
do burgoforth weeping and bearing their precious ſeed} | 
yertare we confident through JESUS CHRIST, that 
as it is aſe*d-time, if the Labourers (although orher men 
before us have laboured.and we are entred intro their labours) 
prove faithful unto the end, the harveſt ſhall come in due 
time, and'in grear vlenty., SEN . 
The common Directory for publick Worſhip in the Kirks 


of the three Kingdomes is ſo begun (which we did make Þ} gz 


known to the Commiſſioners of the General / ſ»mbly) that, 
- wecould not think upon any particular DireQory for our 
own Kirk , and yetis not ſo far perfected .. that wee could 
preſent auv part thereof unto your view : foralthough wee 


have exhibited unto the Grand Committee (which is com- |. 


ſed of 'fome of the Members of both Houſes, and of the. 
embly , with our felyes) the materials of the publick 


Prayers Þ 
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Prayers of the Kirk, the method of Preaching, and the 


| | order of adminiſtration of both Sacraments ;. and: haverhe 


Carechiſme in hand; yer are they not throughty exxmined 
by the Commitree, nor arall by che Aﬀembly or Parlia« 
ment, which we cagnot impure to any neglect or unwilling» 
nefſe, but ro the mulciplicity and weight ' of their. affairs, 


*{'by which they are ſore prefſed, and abovetheir power. 


The Directory for Ordination of Miniſters (which upon 
the extreme exigence of this Kirk was much preſſed þy the 
Parliament) is agreed upon. by the Commirtee and Asſem- 
bly ; and ſome dayes paſt is preſented to both Houſes ; bur 


1 hath nor yer paſſed their Vote. The Afembly hath been 


long 4n debate about the Officers and Government of the 
Kirk ( concerning which , we offered the two Papers 
| which wee drew up , according to the practice of our own, 
and other Reformed Kirks ; and ſo neere as we could con= 
_ ceive, ro the minde of the General Afﬀembly, and did 
ſend to the Commiſſioners of the General Aﬀembly.) and 
hath paſſed many votes abour the. one and the other, bur 
hath no rbroght their thoughts to ſuch ripenefl2 and perfe- 
Gon , that they could think upon the publiſhing of them , 
or preſenting them ro.your ſight, norisitin their power to 
do ſo', without warrant of Parliament» Your wiſedome 
will confider thar they are nor a General Aﬀembly, bur 
ſome ielect Perſons, called by Authority-to give theirad- 
vice n watrers of Religion , that they walk ina way which 
hath not been troden by this Nation before this time, thar 
wany things ſeeme new unto them ,- and cannor;obtain _ 
their afſenr,till they ſee them clearly warranted by the-Word 
of GOD ; Thar marters of the Government of the Kirk 


have been much controyerted here., and th= prejudices a- 


| g2taſt Presbyreriall Government are'many and great; Phat 


the two extremes of Prelacie and Independencte , which 
latteris the genera] claime of all Seftsand SeCtartes , have 
prevailed moſt in thisKi:k,and no other thing known by the 
multitude bur: rhe one @r the other ; - Thar ſuch as Jookto 
'ward the Goyernment of-the Reformed Kirks , finden 
mighty party within and without oppoſing themz And#bat 


2 
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Reformation and Uniferwitic mult therefore be a work'to | - 


Io ---.: þefent pp unto the Aſſembly here , both abour the generall | { 
=. of Uniformity in this point, and about the particular way | ' 
- ofeffeCting it, whether by either of theſe two, or by any 0s: q 
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bd 
 fullof difficuilty., that the hand of the moſt high GOD; 

-  whichis now begun to beſtteched our in this Land, muſt | 
' bringittopaſſe. | 
There was alſo pteſented ro the Aſſembly , a new Para- 

raſe of the Pſalmes in Engliſh Meeter , - which was well 
iked of , and commended by ſome of the Members of the 
Afembly ; But becauſe we conceived that en Pſalme Book 
in all the three Kingdomes was a point of Uniformity much 
to be. defared , we rook the boldnes (although we had no 
ſuch. exareſſe and particular Commiſſion ) r0 opp the | 
preſeot allowing thereof, till the Kirk of Scorland ſhould be | | 
acquainted with itz and therefore havewe now tent an effiy | 
thereofin ſome Pialmes. We have alſo ſent another $Speci 

;. nen,.in Print, done by ſome Miniſters of the City. Your | | 
Wiledome hes to conſider , whether it be meet to examine | } 
._. theni by your Commiſſioners there, that their judgements of 


ther Paraphraſe + or by changing ſome expresſions in the 
Books now in uſe , Which is aynied at by the firſt of chaſe ® 
two. , | 
As we Cannot but admire the good hand of GOD inthe T 
great things done herealready , particularly 3 Thar the Co- be 
venant. ( the foundation of the whole Work } is taken, 
'  Prelacie and the whole train thereof, # extirpated 3 Thef 6 
Service-Book in many places forſaken, plain and powerfulſ -. 
preaching ſetup 3 Many Colledges in Cambridge provided} © 
with ſuch Miniſters, as are moſt zealous of the belt Refor-J _ 
. mation; Altarsremoved ; The Communion in ſome pl 
ces given at the Table with fitting ; The great Organs at - 
Pauls and of Peters in, Weſtminſter taken down 3 Images and] / 
mary other Monumenrsof idolatry defaced and aboliſhed} 
The Chappel - royal at Whitehal purged and reformed and 
all by autkoriry in a quiet manner at noon day , without tu- 
malt : So have we from (o notable experience , joyne 
with the promiſes of the Word ſufficient ground of con 
dence thar G GD will perfect this Wark againſt all oppc 
ſition , and of encouragement for us all to be faichſull in te 
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d» Work of God , which is carried'on n Ars mighty Hand” 
aft 4 that no man can oppoſe it, bur he mult be ſeen fighring a 
_ 'Þ gainſt GOD, Ir is unto us no ſmall 'matter of comforr. 
ra- | that we have heard of no Miniſter of the Goſpel ( except 
ell | ſuch as the Kirk hath rejefted ) joining with the Malisnants 
he | there, in their ungodly aud unnaturall ' affiifting of rhar 
ok gone » whue rhey are endeavouring therelief of the 
ch | afflicted in this Kingdome ; and we pray and hape, that 
no | they may carefully keep the unity of the Soirir in the bond 
the | of peace, and walk worthy both of their holy calling, and. 
be | ofche great Work , which the Lord is working by his own 
Tay | weak ſervants in Kirk and Policy. | ISS 
cis | Beplcaſed ro receive a Letter from the Aﬀembly , uhiro 
wr | Which you willtreturn ſuch an anſwer as ſhall ſeem!good vato 
ing | Jour wifedome, and withall ( which is our humble defire ) 
ats |+ ſome word of your thankfujl acknowledgement of the tee 
all | {pet and favours done by themunro us.  * Wai 
ay {| We have atall occaſions fince our coming hither , ace 
0-0 quainted the Commiſion with our proceedings, and by the 
he | help of God , ſhall be induftrious in obeyitg your direQi- 
of | ensand theirs , during our abode here »' which through the 

| Wa rand bleſling of God , bringing the affairs ofhis own 
the | Church to a peaceable and bleſſed ſucceſſe, wee wiſh may 
Pg | be fora ſhort time > andunto which your fervent prayers - 
n., | through Chriſt may be very effeuall , which therefore 
ſheþ is. the humble and earneſt defire of - x 
x - Worceſter houle , | | 
for-l London May 20. Your afſetionate fellow-labouring and 
pls I 644, fel low-ſeeling Breebrenin the Work 
2th: of the L ora. 
an 10. MAITLAND. 

and Alex. Henderſon. Sam. Rutherfurd, 

tu Robert Baillie. George Gilleſpie. 
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The Letter from the Synod of Divines 
 intheKirkof England, rothe 
| Generall Aſſembly "I 


Regbt Honourable right Reverend, and drarly beloved Brethren 
mm jeius Chit , with 


| e blefling and comfort of that inviolabte Union 


F 'Clurches and Nations , gave us opportunity the laſt 
year, fobreathour ſome of our ſighs intoyour compaſſio® 
nate bo:Omes; And {uch have beenthe ſoundiogs of your 
bowels, aShave offered violencc to Heaven by your effe- 
Auall-tervent prayers, and brought, many ſweet retreſlings 
r00ur larguiſhing ſpirits by your pious and comforrable 
Letreys , 1n an:werto ours. | 

This makes ns ſtudious of all means of ackowledging 
- Four render Sympathie, and of laying hold on all opportus 
nities-of repayring again tothe fame ſtreams of conſolation; 
for which end, as we canno: but confeſle , that in the midſt 
of thoſe boyiterons waves wherein we kave been daily toſ- 
ſed, wee have met with many gracious and unexpected eh- 
couragements, ſo we muſt needsrenew our former mourn» 
ings , and rend our hearcs afreſh unto you , with great- 
eſt inſtance forall the afliſtance thar your Prayers ,' 1 ears, 
Learning, Piety, and Largeneſle of heart can poſlibly 
contribute to your poor aftlicted and till - conflicting Bre- 
. thren: Andthis wethe rather beg of you, who, having 
bin firſt -in the furnace of affliction , and are come ouc of 
oxeat tribulation, are meereſt to commiſerare, and belt 
_ able to comfort others in any trouble, by the comforts 
> you your {clres have been comforted of 
GOD. | | 

Itwasin our defires to hiave preſented to your Venerable 
Afﬀemoly , ſome of our * weed reſpe&s in writing » by that 
eminently learned and much hon ored Commiſſioner of 
yours, the Lord arifoun: Bur his departure hence Was 


{p ſuddento us, and unexpected þy-us that we could nor 
| | __. | av 


which our gracious GOD hath vouchſafed ro both- 
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have time (as his Lordſhip can inform you ) 'te tender by 


him ſuch; teſtimony of our Brotherly & intimare affeQtions, ' 


as may in ſome meaſure ſuire with your manifold and moſt 
aftetionate expresfions toward ns, when our fighings 
were many » and our hearts fzint: For ſuch thath been 
your love , that go waters can quench it, andſuchchenn- 
dertakings of the whole Kingdome of Scotland » through 
your furtherance » that we already beginta reap the fruits 
of ll that Picry, Prudence» and Valour , which atthis day 
render your Nation worthily renowned 1n the Chrittian 
World; and us , exceedingly ſtraitned and reſtlefſe in our 
ſelves, untill God pleaſe to-open a way for our endeavonrs , 
to make ſome more anſwerable returnes, - , 
Toward this, our thoughts and hopes were to have made,” 


- ere now , ſome proceedings of our Aﬀembly legible” in 


yours. Bur ſuch arejthe continued diſtradtionswhich lye upon 
our ſpirits , by means af rhe ſad and bleeding condition of 
thisKingdome , as have calt us much bzhinde our own ex= 
peations , and hindredthar expedition which the neceſſi= 


ties of this Nation , and the defires of our Brethren abroad, 
do earnctly call for at our hands. F | 
Soamerimesthrough GODS goodneſſe wee have a proſpe= * 


rious Gale], Somerimes againe , we faile like Paul and his 
company , very ſlowly many dayes. And even then, when 


wee draw near the fair Havens, ſome contrary Windes purus - 


out into the Deepagain. We walk in paths*thar have hi- 
therto been untrodden by any Afembly in this Church: We 
therefore are inforced to ſpend more time in our inquiries, 
and in ſeeking of GOD a right way for us , that at lengthwe 
may put into that high way , rhe way of holinefle , wherein 
Wayfaring men , though fools, ſhall not erre: And we 
will wait upon, our GOD ( before whom we have beeu this 
Day bumbling of-our ſouls ) untill he lead usinto all theſe 
Truths which we ſeek after ; and we ſhall labour to be yer 
more vile in' our owneyes, as finding by experience thar it 
15 not in man to direct hisway. | 

Thoſe Winds which fora while do trouble the Aire » do 
withall purge and refine it : And our truſt isthat through 


the moſt wiſe Previdenceand blefling of GOD » the Om ) 
8 4 -.* 1, 


o 


- 
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' by ourſo long continued agitations,, will be better cleared | 
amonguus , and {o our ſervice will prove more acceprible to 


all che Churches of Chriſt, bur more eſpecially ro you, while 
- we havean intentive eye to our peculiar Proteſtation » and 
tothat publick Sacred Covenant entred into by borh the 
Kingdomes, for Uniformity in all his Majeſties Domi- 
1/1ONS., 


Which Work we carry on ( againft what everdifficulties 
are caft in our way ). with more caſe and comfort , by the 


great iedulity and ſeaſonable afſiſtance wee daily receive. 


from your Noble and ;jReverend Commiſſioners fitting 
among us: Their Prudence will ( we doubt'not ) ſuffict- 


ently furniſh you with more particular information touch- | 


Ing our affairs; And here, we cannot but acknowledge 
th2t rhe aſſidious preſence of theſe our learned and highly- 
eſteemed Brethren among us , and their fiee and fajthfull 
contributing of their counſels rous , doe oblige us much to 
2.double duty; the one of Thanks , which we now hears 
tily renderto you, for ſending to us fuch excellent Hel- 
pers; the other of Requeſt , which wee earneſtly make 
for their continuance with us, untill the Work þee brought 
pp to the finiſhing Cubice, | 


Now, the Great Matter-Builder { withour whoſe Al- | 


mighty conzurrence , the Builcers Jabour bur in vain ) ace 


.complith ang perfect all his own glorious Work in your 


hands, andinours, alſo, to his pwn Glory, the peace and 


edification of all the Churches, and the comforr of our (el- | 


yes overall our travelsand ſufferings. 

a Weſtminſter, May 17. 1644. . 

-. Your moſt affeRionate Brethren and ſervants m the Lo d, by the 

_. (defi, and m the Name of this whole Aſſembly , 
William T wiſe , Prolocutor. © 
Cornelius Burges , W{ſpor 
| | Henry þ obrough » Scriba. 
| A; AdorilihnBy field, Scribs, 
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| The G enerall Aſſemblies Anſwer ;to the right 


ov 


Reverend the Aſſembl yof Divines | 
_ -in the Kirk of England. 
Right Honounglfle , right Reverend , and moſt dearly 


beloved in our Lord » 

wWe- do thankfully acknowledge your reſpe&full remem- 
brance of us by your Letters ar all occaſtons ; and nor 

a lictle rejoyce to ſee chat happie correſpondence and Chri- 
ſtian communios ſ6 ſweetly entertained amongſt us , which 
is{0 acceptable .in the fighr of tne Lord, ſo pleaſant and 
profitable , eſpecially when kept and entertained berwixf 
Kirks and Kingdomes about aftairs of higheſt and moſt py» 
blick concernment and intereſt : We have nothing morett 


_ eur deſires than to entertain that harmonious correſpops 


dence , that Chriſtian fymparbie and compaſſion. , that 
ſounding andreſounding of bowels, which well beſcemeth 
Kirks and Nations, united by a ſolemn League &ſacred Co- 


'yenant, for mutuall endeavours , by all lawfull means to a 


further unite 1n that Faith once delivered to the Saints , 


- andgrearer Uniformitie in Divine Worſhip, Diſcipline , 
|. and Government, according to the Paterne, | 


The caſe and condition of your: bleeding Kingdome 
js-no leſfle ſenſible ro us, than if our ſelves were in'"affti- 
ion with you ; butwe truſt all is working to your beſt, 
and to our Lords glory : Thar ſome of you hes fallen, ir 
js to try you , purge you , and make you white -3* If 
the Lord by thoſe means be with that Reformation of _ 
his Ordinances , bringing alſo alorgſt ghac other Refor- 
motion of hearts and lives , ſhouid it not be welcomed 
with all joy » although ir beeupon the expeace of blood 


_ andlives? The Lord will rurn the bygone-rageof Man to 


his glory and your ſpiritual good the remnant of rage will 
hee reſtraine. The Lord .dehvereth :his owne by degrees. 
he is with, them in trouble gan delivereth"them', and honouretb 
them ; He who haelfcch ſcniibly with you hitherto , 
and upholden you wffour trouble, will we truſt, yet deliver 


. you, and honour you: The more ye ſow in tears » the. 


greater” thall be your harvelt of peace ang joy , when the 
_— ? S P 5 Lord, 
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Lord according to the dayes wherein he hath afflicted you » 


and the years wherein yee have ſeenevill , ſhall make you 
glad, and his Work to appeare intoyou > and his glory 


unto your children, gnd the beautie of the Lord your God 


zo beupon you, and ſhall eſtabliſh the work of your hands; 
yea ,' even eſtabliſh che work of your hands, 
 _ Weſhouldprove both unthankfull ro God , and unfaith« 
Full co men, did wee not hold our unto you the Lords gra- 
ctous and powerfull dealing with us in the hike condition, 
and comfort you with the conſolations wherewith wee our 
ſelves have been comforred : We were involved inthe like 
difficulties; we had rhe ſtrong oppoſition of higheſt Autto« 
xltieſert oyer two powerfull King-ioms , beſide this of ours; 
and the — providence of our wickedly wiſe and wary 
Prelates, bad done what in them lay , to make the Mini« 
ſtery of this Land ſworn Enemies to the intended Reforma- 
tion : So that we walked in a very wilderneſfſe, in alaby- 
rinth, and as upon deep waters, wherein nor onely did our 
 feetloole footings but alſo our eyes all diſcovering or dif- 
cerning of any ground; yea ; wee were ready to loſe our 
fclves: Yertthe Lord hath graciouſly rid us , and recovered 
ns out of all theſe difticulties , and ſer our feet upon a rock?, 
and orderedour goings. The experience wee have had in 
our own perſons, aftoordeth us confidence and hope cons 
cerning your affaires; and wee truſt this hope ſhall not be 
disappoinced; it is our duery to hope upon experience , and 
itisthe Lords word and promiſe, that ſuch an hope ſhall 
not be aſhamed. Tt cannor chooſe but beget confidence 
in you,when ye ſhall confider,thar ye have ſeon before your 
Eyes your n*1ghbouring Ship of rhis Kirk and Kingdome, 
having ( as itwere ) looſed from your fide, inthelike or 
ſe}f-ſame ſtorme, notwithſtanding all rofling of windes and 
waves, yet (mthbymight , nor by power, but by the Spirit of the 
Lord of hoſts) to have arrived ſafe and ſound to the Port and 
Harberie; yea , and to hare dared to pur out again unto the 
form, ro contribute her weak enfgavours for your help. 
Weacknowledge your impedimOhts1o be great and ma- 
ny , the ſufferings of your Brethren', the People of GOD, 
cannot chooſe Þut both damp your ſpirits, and divide your | 
| rhroughts; 
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j| throughts: Your walking in ao untroden and unknown way, 
| muſtputyou { though never ſo willing to-go on ſpeedilyz, 


yer) totaketimie and leiſure toask for the right way, and 
ye want nor the oppoſition of ſome amongſt your ſelves: 'ta 
whom notwithitarding we truſt the Lord will reveale his 
truth in his own time. Neverthe lefſe (much: honoured 
and dear, Brethren } go on couragioully againſt the ſtream of 
all oppoſirion 3 every Mountain in the way of Zerubbabel, 
the Lord ſhal! make plain; and as many of you as are per= 
fe& ,..be thus minded , that forg Tring rhe things thar are 
bekinde , and looking tothe things that are before , you 


. prefle hard towards the mark, as having before you , not 


onely'the prize of the high calling and recompence of re- 
ward, 'bur alſoatthe end ef this race , theſe two precious 
Pearls and 1neſtimable Jewels of Truth and Unity, and all 
the Reformed Uhurches beholding and looking on, nat 
onely as witneſſes, but alſo being ready to congratulate 
and embrace yau. | F 

We were greatly refreſhed to hear by Letters from our 
Commiſhoners there with vou, and by a 'moreparricular 
relation from the Lord Wariſtoun now with us, of your 


praiſe-worthy proceedings, and of the great good things the © 


Lord hath wroughtamong you and for you : Shall it ſcema 
ſmall thing 1n our eyes, rhat the Covenant ( the foundation 
of the whole Work ) is taken > Thar that Antichriftian Pre- 
hcy with all the traine thereof 1s extirpate ? Thar rhe door 
of a right entrie unto faithful Shepherdsis opened ; many 
corruptions, as Altars, Images, and other Monuments 
of Edolatry and Superſtition removed , defaced and abohith- 
ed ;z the Service-book in. many places forſaken , and plaine 
ard powerfull preaching ſer up ; rhe great Organs at Pauls 
and Peters taken down ; Thar the Royal Chappell is purged 
and reformed , Sacraments ſincerely adminittrate , and ac= 
cording to the paterne inthe Mount , Tharyour Colledges» 
the Seminaries of your Kuk , are planted with able and fin- 
Ccere-Profeſlors ? Tharthe good hand of G OD hath called 
and kept together ſo many . pious , grave, and learned Di- 
' vines for ſolong a time , and diſpoſed their hearts to ſearch 
his Truth by their frequent Humiliations , contiguall Pra= 
yers 
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' yers, and learned and peaceable debates? Should not all and 


4% 


each one of theſe ſtir up our ſouls to blefſe the Lord, and | 


render both youand ns confident , that he who hath begun 
the goodjWork, willperfe&it, and pat rhe Copeſtone upon 
it; Thatthe beauty of a perfeted Worke may ſhine to all 
Nations, and we 'may ſay and hour, Grace , Grace , 'unta 
&; Thar the time may be when full libercy and lealure 
Fall be iro-all rhe Buiiders of the Houſe of GOD, to 
give themſelves with both their hands ro the building up 
and edifying the People of GOD in the'e things that be« 
long to'life and Godlineſſe, to the making of them wiſe to 
- falvation , and throughly furaiſhed to every good work, | 
andjwhenthe Lord ſhall delight ro dwell more familiarly, 
and to work more pewerfully in , and by his throughly pu+- 
rified Ordinances « That you afflicted and toſſed with 
tempeſts and not comforted ſhall have your Rones laid 
with fair Colours, your foundation with- Saphires , your 
Children ſhall be taught of GO-D, and ſhall have great 
peace, and no Weapon framed againſt you ſhall proſper, and 
every tongue that riſeth againſt you in Judgement hall bee 
condemned; 'That the Lord will awaks as in the ancient 
- dayes» as in the generation of old;; That the Redeemed of 
the Lord ſhall come unto Lion with ſinging, and ſorrow and 
mourning ſhall flee away. | 
© Andas weare confidentthat theLord who hearethPrayer, 
and hath promiſed to guide his Servants in all rruch , will 
bring your labours to a comfortable canclufion : So de 
all the Reformed Kirks, and the Kirk of Scotland above 
all others extreamly long for the taſte of the fruirs of rheir 
pious laboursand continual pains: And ſo much the more, 
that we have ſuſpended ſome material determinations as. 
mongſt our ſelyes, upon expetation of Uniformity ; And 
-*thar in the meane time ſe many ſcandalous Papers come td 
ourview, and tothe hands of the People here , for libertic 
ef Coalcience  toleration'of Sefts, and ſuch Practices as | 
are contrary to the DoCtrine, Goverment , and Peace of 
all the Reformed Kirks. For ſtopping and ſuppreſſing 
hereof, as wee doubt not , bur your wiſedome , and the 


Authority of the honourable Houſes of Parliament wo = 
; : ome | 
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- ef the bouſe of the Lord our God we will 


& ab - 4. We 
_ Pit 4 by + fi EO. 
7 " *; — 7 0 . 
>” b- Tx” 
» 


Aſſembly, 1644. - 337 
ſome more-effeftual means 3 So do we hope that your De- 
terminations ſhallcarry ſuch evidence of Divine Truth, and 
demonſtration of the Spirit , that thoſe unhappy Clouds of 

*darknefle ſhall be (o ſcattered , rhat they ſhall be no more | 
gathered nor appear hereafter , to the diſhonour of God, . 
the prejudice of his Truth, and the ſcandalizing of fo, many 
Souls for which Chriſt hath dyed, CO ICT 

We do with hearty thankfulneſſe reſent all the kindnefſe 
and reſfect you kave ſhown to our Commiſſioners,and your 
high eſteeme of them in love for the Worksſake; Although. 
their preſence here would be very comfortable unto us, 
reedable to the publick,-and neceffar in'reſpe@t of 

their great. and important particular charges and Stations s 

yertdo we willingly diſpenſe with all , yea nothing ſhallbe. 

too dear unto us, ſo that this Work be finiſhed with joy , 

and ferufalem made the glory and praiſe q the whele Earth: Pecauſe 
eck ber good: For onr Bre- 
thren and Companions Jake , we will nowſey , Peace bewithinhey 

Walls, proſperity within her Palaces. | | 


Edinburgh 4. Tune 1644, 


Subſcribed'in name of the GenerallANembly of the Kirk 
of Scotland , by the Moderator of the Aſſembly, 


T he Aſſemblies anſuer to their Come 


21/[ioners at E,ondon. 


Reverend an4 Beloved Brethren , ' 


T would have been the rep>ycing-of our hearts, and the 
lightning of our countenar:ces , to haye ſeen your faces, . 
and 1njoyed your preſence here with us , eſpecially, ſhould 
yee have arrived unto us ] oaden with the ſpoils of Anti- 


chriſt , the Trophees of t]1e Kyk of Chriſt, and the long 


& longed - for. fruits of you r painfull labours : But ſeem 


it bath pleaſed the Lord yhoſe Intercftin the buſinedle is 
' Main 


\ 
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main and principall otherwite todiſpoſe, it doth become 
us with all humility ro ſubmit to his good vieaſure, with 


heth not haſte , and with more frequency and fervencie in pra- 
yerſeck ro him who will de ſought for rheſe things and ha- 
ving begunthego0d work will perfeft it , and double che benefic 


by beſtow1ing i 10a more ieatonable time unto us- 


untous and theCommiitioners ot che preceeding Aﬀembly, 
and with theſe from the Reverend Svnod of Diviues , the 
anſwer whereof you will be pleafed ro preſent unto them : 
by all which and mnyore particularly by a full Relation from 
the Lord Wariſtoun 2 faithfull wirneſle and a fellow labourer 
with you there , we ſee and acknowledge that by the Lords. 
blefling', the Progrefle of the Wotk is alrezdv more » than 
we can overtake 1t the courſe of our thankfulneſſe ; that 
your labours are ver'y great, your pains unceſſant , your 
thoughts of heart many , that ye endure the heat ofh e 
day ; bur b:ing contident of your patient continuance in 
wel-doing, and thaty our labogrs ſhall not be 13 vaine in the 
Lord ,wee have renewed your Comnilion , and re:urned 


that ye may projecute ti,3f great Work which tae Lord hath 
bleed ſo farre inyour hvonds. | 
When the Orginartioz,' and entry of Miniſters ſhall be 
conformable to the Ord:in; mce of Bod , there 15 ro be expe- 
Red a richer blefling ſhall b 2 powred out from above, both 
of furniture and aſliftance uz on rhem(elvey , and of iucceſſe 
upon their labours ; for wiy'ci endas ovrearnett defireis, 
that the Directory for it ;may be eſtabliſhed : ſp doe we exe 
ceedingly long to ſee the com vonDirectory for worſhip per- 
| felted , which , may prove at 1 happy meane of that wiſhed 
for Uniformity in the Kirks of” the three Kinzdomes , ſhall 
(wetrait ) dire byali Rocks of offence and occaſions 6f 
ſtumbling, avd ſhall remove all theſe corruptions whert= 
wich the Lords lacyfice and ſer1/'ice hath been defiled. 

- Thar poant conceinioga char, ige of the Paraphraſe of the. 
PfAlmes in Meeter , we have ret. erred ro the, Commiſſioners 
' here, ' whoſe power and Commit flton granted by the prec*e- 

ding Agembly , we bave renews 4 and cantinuege That 
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faich & partence to attend his leaſure , for be that beleeveth ma« 


_* Wehavenotbeen alittle refr:ſhed with you Letrers ſenr 


the Lord Wariſtoun un to you , accerding to your defire, 
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That there be difficulties concerning Kirk-Governmenr, 
wee think it nor ſtrange for theſe reaſons you lay out, before 


' us; yer” becauſe the minds of menare fti!linſuſpenſe.upgn 
the ſucceſſe of the determination of that Reverend Aſſembly 


on the one hand , and upon the ſucceſſe of the Warre onthe 
other : which doth nora little faint their hearts and feeble 
their hands, both youand we muſt be inſtant with God and 
man fora finall determinationof all theſe debates\, anda 
happy and ſpeedy concluſion'of this grear affaire, ſo. much 
concerning his own glory and the gcod of his Kirk. New 
the L ord lead you malltruch , and give you underſtanding mn. all 
things- | 
Edinburgh 4. June 1644. 
| Subſcribed mnname of the General] 
Aſiembly. &y the Moderator. 


The Aſiemblies Letter tothe Kirks in. 
he Netherlands. | 


* Fratres in Domino plurimim colendi. 


Ve Arno ſuperiore Ecelrfiarum Zelandicarum nomine , muſe 

FJ fmt ad nos Litere , ut cas communis totes Eccleſie vefire 
Relpic.e voluntats teſte; fuiſſe interpretaremur , effeeit be 
nevolentia vefira tot tantiſque officits nobis ſpeflata : Quam ſenten « 
tim nobis confirmarunt ea que copiose clarisfimusEgques Do Archi- 
badus Jonſto nus Variſtonus in foro ſupremoTudex , 2 reliquis 
tumO rdinum” tum Eccleſie hujus Regns Delegats Londino non 
ita pridem remiſſus , in hac pſa Synodo N ationali de eximio _— 
erga nos ſtudio commemoravit : Preſertin quantafid- . FuUam ſolie 
cita diligentia noſtram , vel Domini potius noſeri Teſu Chriſts cau= 
fam » que mme Londini agitur , & promoverits , & promovere 
etiamnum ſatagati. Quo 1n negotio » ©x is, quorum ab coregs- 
rata audivimys nomina , de propenſa reliquorum voluntate & cu- 
14, ut conciliande Eccleſiarum Britannicarum unions feliczer 
ſuſcepta confilia , wer ope &9 opera proſperum_ mature ſorti rar 
exitum , mnine obſcurs ſecumms indicia.  Sunt hee ramuliſeria 


, - 
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benwvolentie veſire teſthnonia , &5 in onnium bonorum oculic ades|| 
perſpicua ttt eorum memoriam uulla unquani delere potuerint obli« 
ua. Laberis autem E3 jam inpen/i E5 porrd ſuſcepti ad controverſiag 


mm Synds Londinenſi ſuborientes feeliciter expediendas &5 deci« 
tends s quando peeniteat , ex eo quem per divinam jam benediftio- 


, " nemfruflumcepiſtic , optima queque in poſterum ſperare conſenta« 


neum eſt . 


Huic tam honorifice beneficiorum veſcrorum commemoration 4 


« Varitomo fate ſupervenerunt ex partibus Hibernie aquile- 


Naribus Litere multorum Chrrographis ſubſignate ; Qui fingu'aric' 


&14tie millam Ecelefiam divinitus effuſe, ex quo tempore mſociets- 
tem faederis trum'unitorum ſub Rege noſtro Reprorumadmiſis ſunt, 
» Mentione fafla, hujts inquiunt diving benedifanis ampliſimum 
5» tuper habuimus teſcimonium , Sanflorum in Belgio liberalita- 
>» tem eximiam ; Quinobis , ignotis licet £9 poregrinis , fratres ſe 
2» Noſtri amantiſiamos , &E5 malorum moſtrorum ſenſu renerrima 
>» CompunFtos aperte demonſtraunt, Pauculos enim nos pladio 
>1ſuperſtites , E5 fame propediem interituros , onmibus extreniit 
>, Circumpentss , im ipſo articulo ſublevarunt : Nec tantum ora- 
> Fone ad confolationtm compoſite nobis anwmos confirmarunt, hor- 
2, tantes ut hunuliter incedentes Deum liberatorem expeftemus, 
3» Gui 101 niſi ad breve tempus faciem ſuam 4 domo Jacob abſcom 
2» dere ſolet , ſed ſubſidio inſuper opulento cum annone , tum alia- 
>27um rerum ad noſtram in tantis anguſtics relaxationem E3 ſolgs 


21 $3um Neceſſarium , copioſe nog refocilarunt , Tantum munt fle 


23 Centiam cum ſupplices a Deo contendimus \ ut ſeptuplam ipfis m 
>> finum rependat « tum demiſe vos etiam atque etiam rogamus - ut 
> in rants boneficis agnitione Eccleſtis Belgicis , nobi.oum gratia 


>» agatis. Hec ili, In gas quidem officio fi ilis deſumus , ing 


pariter & illosgraviter peccemms. 
n a :gitur #Uuſiriſiumorum C5 potentiſiioru m Hollane 
giz, Zelandiz, aliorumque Ordiuum Beieicorum tam exi; 
miam beneficentiam: Quibus non commentibus modo E9 permit- 
-zentibus ( quod wſum nin vulgare beneficium habendum eſſet ) ſed 
autheribus eriam . modumque E5 rationem « reſeribentibus, exem» 
$10 qnoque precuntibus , in ubſidium fratrum noſcrorum H'bct= 
nenſium colleQa per Ecclefias fafta ad ipſos mature depertata (it! 
Apnoſermus piorum intiſdem Eccleſiis E elpicis tam expromptanm,ue- 
luntatem & liberglitatem ; Aſnoſcimus tantum beneficium non r4 
en , , ipſos 
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tpſos magis fratres noſtres , quam in ilſorum per ſona innoſinet ip 
ſor eſe cllatum : Voſque ( fratres Reverenti ) obnixe rogatos vo»: 
lumus , ut quemadmedum nos ad omnem prati aximi ſignificatio- 
mm prompti ſemper erimus , ita qua vehis potiſſimum ratione com< 

modum videbitur , illufiriſſimis C5 potemiſſimis Ordinibus nofiro 

nomine gratiasragatis populo autemChriſtiano cure vefire commn.iſſo. 
tm publice univerſo, tum privatim ſingulis ,_ ut-eccafio tulertt , 
&: demonſiretis quam honorifice de ipfts fen Hamus s & quanti facta® 
viel 1195 tam eximiam benetolentiam & coaritmem, qus in Ecclefiarum 
| Hibernicarum conſolatione viſcera neſlrarefocillaverunt; \Que 
t, | axtem veſire fuerint partes , fratres chariffimi » Guam pio ſtudio 
im | & labore , quam aſſidua diligentia tanta charitatis ſemen in ſege= 
g. | 11 & maturam tandem meſſem provexeritis, cum nos libentes ago 

ſe | mſcimus , tumres ipſa loquitur , & frufus opimus abunde teſta- 
mo | 'r. Taprimis autem ( quodcaput eft) tante gratie authorem 
dio | & fargitorem nos una cum Eccleſtis Hibernicis laudamus & ce- 
wir | (ebramus : comprecantes ut in vos univerſos y in Eccleſs1s a Domi- 
ge | 10vobis commiyſas , in illuflriſſimes Belgii teſtri Ordines Spirts 
or- | tu: ſuum copioſeeffundat , ut quemadmodum in Rep. vefira ad- 
us, | terſus. hoſtem poremiſſimum defendenda , Q& inter tantas bellorum 
o- | moles indies amplificanda , in Evangeliiluce & veribate incontamis- 
ig: | 144 contra inferorum portas in wefliris Eccleſiis propugnands , 
las | atque ince Latius propagande, immenſa Dei tobis excubantis po-" 
fie | temtia , multifurmis ſapiemia, & eximia beneficentia , per uni- 
in | verſus terrarum orbem hattenus celebrata eft ; ita bonis omni- 
ut | bus vos deinceps cumulare perget idem fons omnis bangtatis , ut 
14s frementibus religioniy &9 libertatis veftre hoſtibus , ſapientie & 
WW | Iptimarum artium juxta ac armorum triumphorumque glorid inter 

nobiliſſimas gentes Reſp. veſira ſcederaya quotidie magis emineat , 

ne | Eccleſta ſacrorum puritate , & celeftis veritatis ſplendore perjpt- 
XI; | era refulgeat ; eoque proſpere vobis cedant weſtra frudentisſima & 
ſaluberrimaconſ#lia , quibus certisfimum ed felicitatem publicans 
compendium vos capeſſere demonftratis , nec vobis tantum conſult 
"|, ſed devicinis etiam Eccleſtis ſoliciti, qua epers , qua con- 
Fes ſi optbuſque veſtris eas ſublevatis & confirmatis omnes, & quaſe 
7F* | fle ſpecula univerſis proſpicientes de periculis immenentibus commo- 

| Pefacitis, & ad rainam ab hoſtibus dolos& mackinatam mature 
nm | Ig" | 

frecavendam armatis, 
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6 ErpgoJuod anno ſuperiori , veluti figno dato, Reformatas ons 
F \ nes Ecclefias , misfis ex Zelandia literis commonuiſtis , ut cum 
impoſtores , Jeſu nomen impudenter ementitt, ceterigue Antichrie 
ſi ſatellites, quo ſecurius in _—_ erroribus Pontificiis faſcina= 
tum pgraſſari, & puriores Chriſti Eccleſias funditus extirpare ques 
ant, araisfima conjuratione ſocitati ad impia conſilia patranda 
ſeſe accinxerunt ; . Ita Eccleſie quoque Reformate ſme mora confie 
lia in medium alacriter. conferant , & animes ac vires conjungant, 
us pernicz:m ſibi omnibus imentazam in boſtium capita retorqueant: 
ni feceriut., tam pudende,ignavie excuſatione apud poſteritatem 
carituri ; - confilum non minus prudens &@ fidum, quam felix &, 
ſalutare libenter & tum agrovimus & nunc ipſo etiam eventu come 
probamus. | | 
- Principio autem ad ho? conſequendum neceſſarium videtur , ut 
3 ſme mora contolcm'ts omnes ad Deum notrum clementis fimum, | 
D qui PE Ecciefiarum Reformatarum mores miuzme reformatos 
multis annis longanimitate ſud pertuliſſet, ſerulam primum , mox 
etiam pladium vibratum interminatn; , tandem rubentem & ma- 
didum ſuorumque ſanguine calentem Q& ſ[pumantem per regiones . 
plurimas jam diu errcumtulit; in nos denique reliquos nunc intentat,” 
ni/s mature refipuerimus » & de domo ipfius amplius purgand , de | 
gratia Domini noftri Jeſu Chriſti pluris factenda., de cultu Dei 
ipfiuſque inftitutis religioſius habendis, de Sabbatho «jus ſan&ifi- 
cands , a quo nimium oculos nofliros avertimus , & de moribus ad 
pictatis normam componendts magis ſerio quam haftenus a nobis 
fatum eft , nobiſcum ſtatuentes cum populo Dei ſub Nehemia, 
 'Joſia, reliquiſque piis Gubernatoribus,  religio ſo feedere peieuſſo, 
| $anquam firmisf1mo vinculo Deo obſtrifti, nos inter nos arfius ad- 
> verſus bo flies univerimus , ut evertat Deus jam fumantem EC capt- 
8ibus nofiris imminentem iram , quam peccata noſira plurima & 
"maxima adverſus nos prevocarunt & accenderunt. 

Non tantum- nobis deferimus , nondum cos .renovato cum Dio 
felcre , & vetis nuncupatis dignos edidimus fruftus , ut noftrum 
exem plum vob{s proponere libeat : Quod tamen expertt ſumus, ae 
Dei erga nos gratia , quod gratitudo erga Deum , qued gloriaipfius 
a nobis flagitat, celare non audemus, . Quecungque noftira male mes 
rita ſunt in conſpe&u Dei & hominum ; certe ex quo die nos dert-| Ec 
77i0jo federe cum Deo & inter nos ineundo cogitavimus , 4 portlih - 


nferorem revocari ,” & regnofirg omnes in Deun noſirum ne wh pt 
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neceſlario conjetie melius habere ceperunt , & feliciore haenus 
 ſucceſſu proceſſerunt. Quod fi de jederis hujuſmodi re/igioſq ſo- 
eictate coeunda ( quod rerum vefiraruni (5 Religionis in Britannia 
nofiys ex federenuper inito | erpurgande & ſftabiliendg commods 
fieri pos fit ) weſtre prudentie viſum fuerit cogitare , & ex colt 
felig-corum quorum intereſt tatuere , ac cum alits Reformatis Ec- 
clefiis agere ( proea qua apud omnes valetis gratia) ut eandens 
pobiſcum ineant rationem , non dubium eft , per Domini ac Det 
noftri benignissimi Jeſu Chriſti in Ecclesias ſuas gratiam , fore, 
ut non modo ,- quod certiſſimum adverſus impendentia mala perfu- © 
pium anno ſuperiore missis ex 'Lelandia literis denunciaf gs - Ec 
clesie Reformate arAioris Societatis vineulo inter ſe units ad hoſti- 
um coxatus impetuſque frangendos corroberentur & confirm tz 5 
ſed _P et3am lapides Domus Dei per Germaniam exrudere & 
cenerebus yedevivi recolliga ntur, ac plorinſum Domini noftri Tema 


= plam ibidem-inflauretur : & purioris Religions Profefſores in ifits 


Ecclesiis,, per resipiſcentiam ad eum qui percussis eos » revers! » Of 
quod nullis caneſcat ſeculis federe , D-mino nobiscum coadunati, 
malis , ſub quorum pondere tot annos gemrſcunt, tandem ſuble« 
ventur. Qui Dies longe optatissimus 51 per Dei gratiam ſemel il- 
{exerit : de contiliorum cnmmunione- inter Reformatarum Eccle- 
Slarum Synodos per Eegatos & Literas concilganda iniri possit ra- 
tio, per quam Ecclesiz hoſtes compeſcantur , hereſes oppr imanturs 
& ſchiſmata retarciantur , pax cum Deo 9 inter Ecciesias ſirma 
conſervetur , & plorioſum Dei opus jn Fvangelio per orbem terra- 
rum propagando, & Antichriſt regno aholendo promoveatur, 
Quod. ut optandum, Q& ſperandum , piis & prudentibus veſtris 
medizationibus , ut bonnm ſemen ſecvndissimo ſolo commendamus. 


Edinburgi . 4 Junii 1644. 


Veſtrz Dignirati & Frarernit2ti addi&iflimi, Paſto- 
res & Seniores Nationalis Synodi Scoticane , & 
noſtro omnium nomine ac mandato, 


DIRECT. 
Ecclesiis Dei , que ſunt in unitis 
Hollandiz , Zelandiz, aliisque 
| federati Belgit Provinctis.” , | 
| Q2 | _  Oxdinance 


_ 
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Ordinance concernin g Burſars. 


T7 Afﬀembly underſtanding that the Overture for 
L maintaining Burſars, in the Aſſembly bolden in the 
year 1641, upon che7. of Auguſt, Seff. 15. 15 never yet 
pur in prattice : Do therefore Ordain-Presbyteries to put 
the ſame inpraftice with all diligence, and to make account 
thereof tothe next Aſſembly. 


_— CTR 
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Or ainance for uplifting and imploying 
Penalties contained in As 0 f Parliament » 


3 upon pious uſes. 
4 | THe Aſſembly underſtanding that the executing of 


ſome laudable Ads of Parliament , made againſt 
 Non- Communicants and Excommunicate perions, 
and of divers other Ads containing pecuniall pains for re- 
ſtraining of Vice, andadvancing Piety, is much neglefted 
by the flowneſle of Presbyteries and Miniſters » in ſeeking | 
Execution thereof ; Therefore ordains Presbyteries and 
Miniſters reſpeF:ve . ro be diligent hereafter by all means , 
in proſecuting full and exa& Execution of all ſuch ARs of 
Parliament , for lifting the ſaids Penalties contained 
in the ſame, and for faithfull imploymentthereof, upon 
pious uſzs, and thar every Presbvrcrie report their dili« 
gence herein yearly to Generall Aſlemblieg. 


— 


_—_— 


An Overture concerning Promiſes of Mar- 
riage made by CMinors, to thoſe with whom they 


| have committed Fornication, 


GOOI—_— asit'is found by experience, thatſome young | 
A mca being put to Colledges by their wel-affgcted Pa- 
KR | 


/ 
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' rents, that they maybe inſtructed in the knowledge of Arts 
| -andSciences, to theintent they may bee moreable for pu= 
' blick Imployments in the Ecclefiaſtick and Civill flare , 
 thar the ſaid Children hes committed Fornication . And 
the Woman and hier friends hes ſeduecd the foreſaid Schol= 
 lers being Minors, to make promiſe of Marriage to the 
| party with whom they have committed Fornication 3 And _ 
- thereupon intends to get the benefice of Marriage with the 
ſaid young men , not onely without the conſent of rheſr 
Parents , bur to cheir'greatgrief, and to the great appea=- 
- rance Of the ruine and overthrow of their eſtate : Which 
| maybe the caſe of Noblemen and Gentlemens children, as 
welas of theſe of other eftates and degrees within the Kings 
dom. Wherefore ifthe Aſſembly think it expedient '& 
would be declared that all ſuch promiſes be made null and 
of none effect , eſpecially where the maker ef the promiſe 
is Minor, and not willing co obſerve the famine 3 becauſe 
his Parents will not conſent, bur oppoſe and contraditt , 
 threatning to make him loſe not onely his favour bur both 
blefliagand birth = righr, This Ordinance ſhal not anely : 
be very expedient formany good civill cauſes,” but'is very. 
conſonant and agreeable ro Word of God , and will be 
yery comfortable to many Godly Parents, who other- 
wiſe may be disappointed of their pious inteations.; and 
havethe comfort they expected ,. turned to an heavy and 
grievous croſle. | | 


The Generall Aſſembly thinks it convenient at this tzme todelay an 
determination in the matter above- written untill the next af- 
ſembly , That in the meane time every Presbteriemay take t 
Same to their ſerious conſiderations and report thiir judgements 

- tothe Aſſembly. 
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AF concerning diſsenting voices 1 
Presbyterics and Synods. 


"He Aſembly thinks it neceflar, if any Member of 
Presbyteries or Synods ſhall finde in matters depending 


 Þefore them , thar the Moderator ſhall refuſe'to put any. 


thing of importance to voices; Or if they finde any thing 
carried by plurality of voices ro any determination which 


_ they conceive to be contrary to the Word of God, the Ats 


of Aſſembly: 3. or to the received order of chis Kirk , Thar 
In either of theſe caſes they urge their diſſent to be marked 
in tbe Regiſter; And if that be refuſed , that they pro- 
zeſt as they would deſire to be free of common cenſure wich 
the reſt > And the Aſſembly declares the diſſenters ro be 
cenſurable , if their disſent ſhall be found otherwiſe nor 
they conceived. 


—_—— 


"WEE" . Y — hs 
4 ry 
T —__—— 


ts. 
— 


AF concerning the Eleftion of a Moderator 
_ in Provinciall Aſſemblies. 


"He General Aſſembly underſtanding that ſome Provin- 
cial Afſ-mblies in chooſing their Moderator, tye them- 
ſelves to theſe Perſons who have been beforenamed and de- 
ſigned 1n particular Presbyteries, which is againſt the li- 
bertie of the Provincial Aſſembly : Therefore diſcharges 
Presbyteries to make any ſuch nomination hereafter; And 
ordain Provincials 1n theirfirſt meeting, toele their Moe 
derator , and ro make their own Liſt for that effe& without 
any ſuch prelimicacion, | 


— 
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AZ? for keeping of the Fat by the Con- 
L£Yegarions 1n the Towne where the 
Hjſembly holds . 


# Hes Aſſembly judge ir moſt neceſſar and nm ſeeing 
the firſt day of the meeting of Generall Aſﬀembles, 


is by cae Jaudable practice of this Kirk a day of Faſting and 


Humiliation , for craving the Lords bleſſing to that Meet- 


| ing; Tharnor onelyjrhe Members of the Aſſembly bur 
| tharall the Congregations alto of rae Town where the AC- 


ſembly holds bee ſoexerciſed : And that publick Worſhip 
bee inallche Kirks thereof that day for that effect.; "OL 


_ 
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T# Generall Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the 


next Aſiembly, to be upon the laſt Thur ſday of May, ' 


eo the er 1645. at Edigburgh. 
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_DieJovis, 23. Jan. 1645. poſt meridem. 
| | 'Seff. IE. 


The Letter from the Commiſſioners at Lows 
" don to the General Aſſembly, 


"Right Honourable, Reverend , and beloved in the Lord, | 


JF S weare not withour rhe knowledge, ſo areave 
CFP not wirhour the feeling of rhe diſtrefſes of our 
QE Mative Countrey , and of the troubles of our 
15-ills dear Brethren , ſpecially thar the hand of the 
Lord is ſtretched out againlt you , not only by Invaſion 
from without of the baſclt of the children of men , bur alſo 

* bytheunnatural) rreach ry of ſome within 3 who have dealt ,, 
perfidiouſly -in the Covenanr and Cauſe of God : They b ſe 
' and pnash theteeth; they ſay ,, Wee ave ſwallowed her up : cer= 
F.2 rain, this is the day that wee tooked for « Wee have found , eee 
have ſeex it ; the Lord hath Cauſed thine Enemy to rejoice over 

ſhe , be bath ſet up the hoyn of thine Adverſaries : Yet ( ſaith 

the Lord; whois thy Maker andthy Husband, the Lcr4 of 

hoſts is bis name , andthy Redeemer the holy | Oneef iſrael ) for $- 
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ſmall moment havel forſaken thee , bus with great miycſes will 


gather thee, In a little wrath 1 hide my, face from thee, 'fov a 


momint ; but with everlaſting kindneſſe will 1 have mercy .on thee : 
Far this is as the waters of Noah » the Covenant of my peace yhall 
not beremoved , ſait the Lord that hath mercy on thee, * When 
the foundirton of the Houſe of the Lord was laid , the 
Prietts andLevires ſong together in praiſing and giving thanks 
rothe Lord; Becauſe be is guod, for his merey endurtth fox 
trer, And we hope at this time upon the coming of our re 
yerend Brethren, and the fight of that which they bring 
with them , the noife of the fhout of joy 3 ſhall be loudey 
then the noiſe of rhe weeping of the People. This we may 
fay , that not many years ago, many of us would havebeen 
content to have loſed our hves,thar we might have obrained 
that which the Lord, if not ina miraculous, yer in a maryell- 
lous and merciful providence, hath brought to paſſe in this 
Iland, in theſe dayes, which many beforeus, have defired'to 
fee, 8 have not ſeen. God forbid that it ſhould ſeeme a ſmall 
thing 1m your eyes which 1s done here already , aS i is Exe 
prefled ina Paper from the Parliament , and Letters from 
the Aſſembly. Ye are beſt acquainted with the tentarions 
and difficulties which ye meer. with there , which are alſo 
very fenfible unto us ; And when we conſider how the 
Lord hath carried on his work hereat-the firſt raking of the 
Coverant , and fince, againſt mnch learning and contra- 
dition, 2gainſt much Policte, power , and all forts of op- 

ofition ( ſuch as Reformation .uſethto encounter ) we are- 
raviſh2d with admiration of the r1ght hand of che Almiphey... 
For our part » we may confidently ayouch in'rhe fight” of 
GOD and before you , whom next unto GO P' we'dv 
refpe and reverence, and to whom-zs your ſervants we 
are accomprable , that in all our proceedings we had' firſt 
of all the word of GO D before onr eyesforthe Rule; #hd 


| for ourPatern the Church of Scotland , fo much as was poſ- 


ſible ; and nolefſe (ifnormore), then if all thjs rimeſtnee 
we parted from you , we had been fitting in a National Af- 
fembly rhere, and debating matters with our Brethren at 
home: Where we were notable ro get every thing framed 
to our minde , we have endeavoured as much as we colld; 


a— 
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' go preſerve our owa Reformation and praftice, 'of which 
oar Brerhren will give you accomprt in the particulars , we 
hope, to your ſatisfaction. That an Uniformitie in.every 

thing is not obtained in the, beginning, let it nor ſeem 

Rrange 5 The levelling of the high Mountain of Prelacie -, 

The laying aſide of the Book of Common Prayer , The Di- 

reory of Woriliip concluded in bothHouſes of Parliament, 

and the principall Propofictons of Church - government paſs. 
ſed in the Aſſembly, all of cth:m according to the ſolemne' 

League and Covenant, the greateſt of all, are three or foure 

witneſſes to proves that the Lord hath done great things for 

us, whereof weareglad, and which make us like theme that 
dream :- And we are ſure, that not onely the Retormed 

Kirks; bur the Papiſts will ſay , The Lord hath done great 

things for them. | 

All that we defire, 1s: IT, That the Direory of Worſh- 
m7 be returned by our Brethren with all poſſible expe« 
ition, that it may be publiſhed here, and pur in practiſe , 
as that which is extreamely longed for by the goad People, 

and will be a remedy of the many differences and diviſions a« 

bout the Worſhip of God in this Kingdome , effpecially in - 
this place : If there be any thing in it that diſpleaſerh, leric 
be remonſtrate upon irrefragable and convincing reaſon , 0s 
therwiſe ye will in your wiſedome give approbationto it. | 

2, If there be any particular differences among ſome Bre- 
thren 3 which are not determined , but paſſed over in fi- 
lencein the Directory , and yer hinted atin the Letter from 
che Aſſembly , we hope that in your wiſedome' ye will ſo 
conſider of them , that they may be layde afide in duetimes 
and thatin the mean while, till che Direfory be cencluded 
and put in-pradctice, there be no trouble about them. for 
that were as Snow in Summer, and as Rainin Harveſt. We 
know nothing of that kinde , tharall of us who love Unitie, 
Order, .and Edification , may not perfe&ly agree in , with- 
out ſcandal! or diſtrubance/: And we beſeech the Lord te 
keep that Kirk free of ſuch Sets and Monſters of opinions , 
as aregaily ſet' on foot and multiplied inthis Kingdome , 
through the want of that Church - government by Aſſem-+ 
bltes , which hath preſerved us, and we hope, thong 
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bleſſing of God , ſhall cure them. 3. Becauſe Nationall: 
e | Aſſemblies cannot frequently conveene ,, we humbly defire,;, 
y | thatſuch a Commiſſion may be ſerrled as we may at all occa-, 
m | ffonsrill the Work be finiſhed , have our recourſe unto, for: 
., | our direQionand reſolution : for we know both our own. 
j- | weakneſſe: and the greatnefle of the Work : wherein we 
ts | can promiſe no more but to be faichfull in: obeying your 
>. | 'commandments, as inthe ſight of God , whom with our: 
e | Souls we pray , to grant you his Spirit , to guide you into 


WOLTERS 
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e | alltruth, And thus continue. 7 
4 Warceſter houſe , Tan. 6. 1645 + 

F Your humble and faithful Servants, 

\s 


; 3 Loudoun. Alex. Henderſon. 
* Subſer. Jo. Maitland. Sams Rutherfurd. 
DIRECT. | 
, For the Right Reverend tho Genes 
= rall Aſſembly of the Kzrk 
1 of Scotland. 
: | 


LE — 


The Letter from the Synode of Divines in . 
England, 70 the Generall Aſſembly. : 


"mthe LORD FESUS, 


At cold waters to athirſly ſoul, ſors good news from a far Connrey; k 
Weyour Brethren , yer remaining in the Furnace of af, 


| Right honourable , rightreverend, anddearly beloved | 
j 
| 


| fliction » and ſtill labouringin the very fire , Have at length, . 
| bythegood Mandof GO Dupon us, attained ſo far toward 
the Mark at which we all aime, that we ſhall now ſend 

\ | you, by twoof your Reverend and Faithful Commiſſioners , - 
| MrRobertBaike, and Mr George Gilleſpie ( our much honou- 
| Ted Brethren) ſome good news of that great Work , after. 

, | Which your zeal for Truth and Peace hath ſo much thir= 

|; | fred, and for which you have not loved your lives unto the dk; 

| pine on anne er Mu e R 
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Our progrefſethercin hath not been ſo expeditious as was 


defired andexpefted. . This, unto ſuch as eicher know 
not, or conſider nor, The weight and preatneſſe of the 
Work , nor The manifold difficulties which have occurred 


_ © ro 8bftructour proceedings in this day of darknefle and ca- 


Jamity (toofadto be exprefiled) hath been like .unto bope 
deferred ; which makes the heart ſick : Howbeit , we truſt, 
| when their deſir« ( namely that which we have prepared , 


and are furthet intravel! with ) sþal/com: unto them , | It will 


| bz, through God, « Tree of lf, as to our great comfort 
atid encouragement , we already perceiye it ro be to both 
the honourable Houſes of Parliament. IS 
Tonchins the ſeverall Papers brought to us from your 
Honourable and Reverend Commiſſioners , by the hands of 
'the.Commirtee appointed to treat with them in matters of 
Religion (ons of the Papers, being given 1a the 10. df 
November 1643, Concerneth the ſeverall forts of Church= 
efficers and Afemblies : Another, bearing dare the 24. of 
Jajiuary 1542. Concerneth Congregation all Elderſhips, atid 
Clafticall Presbyteries : The o:iter, being preſented the 
T5. of Auguſt laſt, repreſenteth the neceſſity of making 
.. greater {pced in ſerling the intended Untformiry in Religion, 
according tothe late Iolemne Covenant: ) We hold it our 
duty , in regard both of the ar& and inſeparable Union , 
which the Lord hath happily and (eaſonably made berween 


youand us, 2nd of your 1ndefatigable and ineftimable la- 


bour of love to-this afflifted Kingdom, to give your Lotd- 
ſhips and the reſt of that Venerable Afembly , ſome brief 
account. _ | ie” EE 
'Concerningfone Confeſſion of Faith, and Forme of Cate- 
Ehiſme , we make no queſtion of a bleſſed and perfe&t har- 
wony with you. The publick Doctrine, held our by our 


| Church to all the World (eſpecially whe ir ſhall be revie- | 


wed, which is in great part done) concurring ſo much 
with yours » may afture you of your hearrs deſire in thoſe 
hens » foloon as time and opportunity may give us 

1berty:to perſeCt what we have begua. 
The chief reaſon of laying aſide the review of our publick 
Doetrine , afterthe bappy and niuch deſired argivall - your 
: | Evers 


\ 
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Reyerend Commiſiioners here , was, The drawing up ahd 
accelerating of a Directory for Worſhip, and of a Forme 
of Church - Goyerment ; in both of which we flood ar'a 
greater diſtance from ether Reformed Churches of Chriſt's | 


{4 2nd particularly from yours ( which we very much honeur} 


——— 


| with whom our ſolemne ſacredNationallCovenant requireth 


us to endeavonr the neareſt Conjunttion and Uniformity , 
that we and our poſterity after us , may as Brethren live in 


| Faith and Love, andthe Lord may delight to dwell'in the 


midſt of us. 

Nor have our labours there in been fruſtrate: For we 
have perfected and tranſmitted a DireQory .for Werſhip, 
to both Houſes of Parliament ; where it harh received fuch 
acceptance , that it15 now paſſed in both the Wonourable 
Houles of Parliament ; which we hope will be. ro the joy 


/and comfort of all our. godly and dear Brethren 1n all His 


Majeſties Kingdomsand Dominions. 

We have not adviſed any impoſition which might make it 
unlawfull ro vary from it in any thing; Yer we hope , all 
our Reverend Bretjiren in this Kingdom, and in yours alſo; 
will ſo far valueand reverence that which upon ſo long de- 
bate and ſerious deliberation hath been agreed upon in this 


| Afembly . ( when it {ball alſo paſſe with you, and. be ſet- - 
. ledas{the common publick Direfory forall the Churches in - 


the three Kingdornes ) thatir ſhall nor be the lefſe regarded 
and oblerved. And albeit we have not expreſled in rhe Di= 
rectory every minute particular, which is or might be gither 
lad afide or retained among us, as comely and uſefull im 
practice 3 yer we truſt - that none wlll be ſo tenacious of 
old cuſtoms nor expreſſely forbidden, or ſo averſe from 

good examples although new, in matters of leſſer conſe« 
quence, As to inſiſt upon their liberty of retatning the one, 
or refuſing the other, becauſe not ſpecified inthe DireQorys. 
bur be itudious to pleaſe others rather theg themſelves. 

We have likewiſe ſpent divers monenhs in the ſearch of 
the Scriptures , to finde out the minde of Chriſt concerning 
a Forme of Church - government , wherein we could nor 
but expedtrhe greateſt difficulcys For our better Progrefle 

 kexein 4 wer barg, with all reſpeR conſidered the ſeverall 
Mg, |" Papers 
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Papers of your Honourable and Reverend Commwiſiioners; 
touching this Head ; 'and do with all thankfulneſfle , ack-' 
-nowledge their great zeal, judgement, and wiſdom expreſ- 
ſed therein( asalſo , the excellent aſſiſtance and great fur» 
therance of your Reverend Commiſſioners in this grear 
Work; which now, through GODS goodneſle, is very 


.near to a period alſo. | 
In purſuit whereof > we made a ſtrit ſurvey and ſcrutinie 


- cofevery Propoſition , that we might finde it agreeableto , 


and warranted by the Word of God, ina method of our 
own; without refting upon any I modell or frame 
wharſoever already conſtituted: What we have performed, 
and how farre we have praceeded therein, weleave to the 
information of yeur Reverend Commiſſioners , who have 
been eye and ear witneſſes of.all thar hath patt, and. we 
-doubr nor but you will ſhortly receive a ſatisfattory anſwer 
from hence , ſo ſoon asit ſhall be paſſed in the Honourable 
-Houſes of Parliament. . 
+ - And now, Right Honourable , and right Reverend 

'Brethren, ler it not ſeem grieyous that we have this delayed 
the fatisfying of your earneſt and juſt expeQation : Iris the 
Lor of Jeruſalem, to have her Wals builr in troublous 
ames , when there are many adverſaries. Nor ler it 
offend, that (albeit we ackowledge the many , great, 
and ineſtimable expreſſions of your love zeal, and helpful- 
nefle unto us every way in the day of our diſtreſſe , ro be 
beyond all that we can in words acknowledge.) we pro- 
- Feſle plainly to you , That we do woſt unwillingly part with 
thoſe our Reverend and dear Fellow - labourers , yous 
Commiſſioners , . whom now -you have called home , to 
render anaccount of their imployment here ; which hath 
been ſo managed both by them and the reſt ef their Honour- 
able and Reverend Colleagues , as deſerveth many thanks, 
and all Henourable acknowledgement , not.onely fromus , 
but from you alſo. | - 

Give us leave toadde , thatthe long experience we have 

had of the great ſufficiency , integrity , and' uſefulneſſe of 
them all, in thegreat Work of Chriſt our common Lord 


and Matter , inforcgth us next ro our greateſt ſite, con* |. 
tipuance 
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tinuance of your fervent prayers ) tobe earheſt ſuiters; nor 
only for the continuance of theſe excellent helpers, Mr. 


, «#4ex- Henderſon , and Mr. Sam. Rytherfurd , yet remiainipg 


with us .- bur alio for the ſpeedy return hither of our Reye« 
rend Brethren that are now going hence , for the per« 
feing of that Work which yer remains. And this ſute we . 
truſt, you will the rather grant , becauſe of rhe greatand 
Joint concernment- of both Churches andKingdoms in theſe 


matters. 
Now the ſpirit of wiſdom and of all grace reſt upon you 


in all your great conſultations » as at all times ,:ſo efpeci- 


ally now when you ſhall be gathered-rogether intheName of 
the Lord Þ eſus , for the further building up and poliſhing 


of his Church ; and cauſe the fruit of all your labour to be 


tothe praiſe and glory of GOD , and the comfort and re-' - 
joycing of the hearts of all the 1ſrael of God: He reward all _ 
our dear Brethren of that Siſter Church and jNation mani- 
fold into their boſome 3. all the labours, love, andſufe 


| ferings which they have afforded, and ſill do cheerfully 


continue , for our ſakes and the Goſpels , in this diſtracted 
and bleeding Kingdome3 ſuppreſſe all commorions and 
bloody patticesof the common Enemy, in both, yeaim 
all che rhree Kingdoms 3 ſet up the Throne of Jeſus Chriſt _ 
and make all the Kingdoms to be the Lords, and our Jerye | 
ſalem to bea praiſe upon Earth , that all that love her and 
mourn for her, may rejoyce for joy with her, and may ſuck 
and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of ;her conſolation, 


Weſtminſter , Jan E. 1644. : Bo 
Subſcribed by Your moſt loving Betthren , and fellow-labog - 
rers inthe Wark of the L ord,in the name of this whole Aſiembly, 
| William Twiffe , Prolocutor. 
Cornelius Burges, Afeſſor. 
John Whire-, Aſſeſſor. 
Henry Robrough, Scrzba. 
Adoniram Byfield , Scriba- 
| DLRES-.. pogo 
To the Right Honourable , andright Reverend , the General A 
ſemb ly of the Church of Scotland , theſe prefensi $145; 


hd 
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"I + 0G; 3. 8h: 

_ Approbation of the Proceedings of the 
Commiſſion of the t2w0 preceding | 


: 4  Aſembhies. 


HeGenerall Aſſembly, having heard the report of the 


T Committee appointed ro conſider and examine the 
Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the two laſt General 


- Afemblies, 0viz.. Of the Aﬀemblies held in Edinburgh in 


the yeers 1643 and 1644+. Andafter mature deliberation » 
and ſerious conliderarion thereof , Finding that the whole 
Att, Proceedings» and Concluſions of the ſaids Commil- 
fioners contained in a Book and Regiſter , ſubſcribed by 


Maſter Andrew Ker their Clerk , and by Maſter Gearge Leſtie | | - 


Moderator, and Maſter William Jaffray , Clerk to the ſaid 
Cominittee3 Declare much wiſedome , diligence» vigi- 


lancie , and commendable zeal ; And that the ſaids Com- | 


miſſioners have orderly and formally proceeded in every 
thing according to their Commiſſions; Do therefore Ratifie: 
and Approve the ſaid whole Acts, . Proceedings, and. 
Concluſions of the Comnuttioners of the' two Aﬀfemblies 
aforcſaid. 


—— 


3. Februar. 1645. Die Lung , Poſt me- + 
© ridiem. Sel. 10. © 


W/-; of the General Aſſembly of the Kirk of 


Scotland , for the eftallishing and putting in 
execution of the DireQory for the publick 
| Worship of GO D. | ; 


\ 


WW Hereas an happy Unity and Unjformity in Religion a- 
WW. 


noyed un 


- 


28 Jan:1645: Poſt meridiem. Die Martis.. 
- Wy J | | 


one the Kirks of Chriſt in theſe three Kinzdoms , 
&r axe S9Ycraigne 3 hath been leng an d extncfly ; 
; | : wiſh Y 
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| of England, being' alſo the end'3f6 r ſending © r Con 
| ners , as was deſired from chisRitk,," With C cc on to, 
' treat of hey re A in the-fo particulary ore-men- 


O_o 


a genrioned, crea j 


AMenbly 7 7 


iſhed for by the godly and wall-affe&ed among {1 £ was 
ropounded asa main Article'of rhe Jarge Tt On Noo $Y 
' out which po and 1 alvah ho rand well-; r 4 and 


hip : Contction, of fg "Hal felis Gf © w 
ict at oy ' 
*nant , been the matter of many Cup lications inde On- 
'ſtrances,” and ſending Commiſſioners to'the Rin Pur 
ſtie, of Declaratronsto the Honquyrable Houſes q 
"amen of England, and'of Letters to the Rey end Fj 
fembly of Divines , and dthers of thi Miniffetios fche Kirk 
lo- 


godly, ith fuch: Commits, & & {poald be ro frk i CmeTb 
both Houſes of the Pa tanens bf mland, nl y the A 5 
ſembly of. Divines (irring ar, Walkidinftes: bebe : 


?1l chis,- ir being it poipt of conſcience the fat cand' 
end of our pt By: Rats ifold and eat haza ds; 
for quenching the devouring flame of the preſeritunng ufall 
and bloody Warre in Englaid,; rhoagh- ro the wekkiling of 
this Kingdome Within it ſelf, ' and theadvancageof the Es 


 hemy which bath invadedit”, accounitin rare ps; dear *. 0 


to us, 'ſo that"this our joybe fulkitle And now this” 
great Wark being To far advanci > 2 Directory forthe 
publick Worlhip, of GOD Ln Die Aoales ofet domes, 
being agreed ripo1 by the Honoift ab Hor aria 
ment of Enpland , , after conſllratioi ; | Fs Divines of. 
both Kingdomes'there afſembled?7 and ſeke ro us for our 
Approbatipn, «that ES 0g reedypon by this Kikand 
mm of Scotland | be 1n the name of -b 
nedomes preſented to. the For.hiis Royal Goift 
py JIe4Y havin; ! a fake: 
ail confſidet ' r6viſed, and cxatned the Direc 4 5M 
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deliberation, both publickly, and in private Committees 
after full liberty given to all to Des againſt ir, and earneſt; | Sh; 
Invitations of all who have any ſcruples about it to make th 
known the ſame 3 that they might be ſatisfied , Do unani- fu 
mouſfſy, and without a-contrary Voice, Agree to., and i 
Approve the, following dixeQory , in all the Meads there» ſy 
of, together with the Preface ſet before it': And doth þ 
| require, decerne, and ordain, That accordingtothe plain [M 
tenour and meaning thereof, andthe intent of the Preface,” jun 
itbe carefully and unformily obſerved and practiſed by alt [Pe 
the Miniſters and others within this Kingdome , whomit [en 
dothconcerne; which practice ſhall be begun, upon Inti- [re 
"nation given to the ſeveral Presbyreries, from the Commi(ſ=. |{, 
ners, of this General Aſſembly , who ſhall alſo rake ſpe- |y! 
Fial care for the timeoys Printing of this DireRory , that a [of 
printed Copy. of it,” be provided and kept for the uſe, of. [fol 
every Kirk in this Kingdome 3 Allo that each Presbyterie- [wi 
have a printed. Copy thereof for their uſe, and take ſpecial | of 
notice of the Obſervation or neglect thereof in every Cons {his 
gregation within their bounds » and make known the ſame [kj 
> Deontocial or General Aſſembly , as there ſhall be [ou 
cauſe. Provided alwayes, that the Clauſe in the Direto- |. 
ry, of the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper , which | 
mentioneth the communicants fitting about the Table, op-\ 

at it., be nor interpreted ,. as ifin the judgement of this. | 4 
Kirk, it were indifferent and free for any of the Communi- | 
cants,.not to come to, andreceive at the Table ; orasif ;| 
 wedid approve the diſtributing of the Elements by the Mi- |. 
niſter to. each Communicant , and not by the Communi- 
cants among themſelyes. . Ir is alſo provided, That this | 
ſhall be no prejudice to the order and practice of this Kirk, |. 
in ſuch particulars as are appointed by the Books of Diſci- | 
pline, ard Atts of General Aſſemblies, andare nor others ' / 


\ 


wiſe ordered and appointed in the DireGory, 9 
Finally, the Aﬀembly doth with much joy and thankful-, |- 
nes acknowledge the rich bleffing. and invaluable mercy of: | 
God, in bringing the ſo much wiſhed for unifertmity 18. | 
Religion, to-ſuch a happy Period , that. theſe Kingdoms, 


. IS 


once 2: {o great dſtange In Yafra of Worſhip » a0 now'h 


PV 
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Ss " the bleſſing of GOD brought to a fneerer Unitormity 


'E-#than any other Reformed Kirks . which is unto us the re= 


{urn of our Prayers, and a lightning of our Eyes, and revi- 


d thing of ourhearts, inthe midſt of our: many ſorrows and 
- Wufferings , ataking away ina great mealure, the reproach 


1'1i = row a 
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Sofrhe People of GOD, to the ſtoppi ng of the mouthes of 
Malignant and dis. - affeted perſens , and an opening. 


© Juntous a doorof hope , thar GO D'harhyet thoughes of 


'IPcare rowards us', and not of evil, to giveus an expedted 
end: In whe expeQation and confidence whereof we do 
rejoyce, beſceching the Lord to preſerve theſe Kingdomes 
from Herefies , Schiſmes, Offences, . Prophaneſſe, and 
whatſoever is contrary to ſound DoGtrine, and.the-power - 
ofGodlineſſe .. and ro continue with us and the generations 
following , theſe his-pure and purged Ordinances, together 
withan increaſe of thepower and life thereof, Tothe glory 
of his great Name; the enlargement of the Kingdom of 
hisSon, the corroboration of Peace and Love between the 
Kingdoms, cbe unity and conſent of all his People, and 
ouredifying oneanother in love. h 
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| TH E DireQory for Worchip , menrione TY ho my 
* . ceeding Atf, needs wot fo be bere printed, becauſe 
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'Overtures for adtancement of Learning 
”F ools ' 


+ and gord Order n- Grammar Schools 


#nd Colledges. | ? 


| * "Hat every Grammar School be viſited eweie in the . _ 
[YL year by Viſitors. tobe oppolomne by the Presbytes 
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ric and Kirk- Seſſion in Landward Pariſhes , and by thef - 
Town - Councel 'in Barghs 3. with their Miniſters ; andJ * 
where Univerhties are » Co the Uniyerfities , with conſenty t 
alwayes of the Parrons'of the Schoo? ,' that both the fidele} 4 
tie and diligence of the Mafters , anJrthe proficiencie of the t 
Schollersin'Pietic and Eexrning may appear, and deficlencig] ; 
cenſured accordingly 3 And thar the ViStors ſ-e thar they * 
Miſtersbe nor diſtradte@by any other imployments, which] v 
may divettthem from their diligent attendance. -"1 hy 

| ſ I. That for the reinedie of rhegrear decay of Poeſie;| ® 
and of abllictie ro m:ke'Vetſe, and in reſpe& of rhe come] © 
ron ignorance of.Proſodie , no'Schod]*+ maſter be admit® k 
.redto'reach a Grammar School , in Burghe, or other c61- G 
ſiderable Paroches , bur ſuch as-after examination , ſhall] 4 
be found skiſfull in the Larine Tongue 'not only for Proſe, - 


bur alſo for Verſe; And that after other trials ro be ni 
by the Miniſters , .and others depute by the Seffion , Tow, by 
_ and Paroch for this effe&t, that he be alſoapproven bythe bi 
Presbyterie. *_.. Rt NS a | 
F1T. That neither the Greek Language, nor Logick;] © 
nor any part of Phjleſophie be taught many Gramittdr 
School,or private place within this Kingdom , ro young] ,. 
*Schollers, who thereafter are to enter to any Colledge;, 
unlefie it be' for +preparationro their-entris rhere = -.0 ©; 
notwitſtanding of ary:progreſſe, any may pretend to hall he 
made privately in thele ſtudies, yer inthe Colledge heefſhall|" 


th 
if 
in 
to 


notenterto any higher-Clafſe , 'therithat wherein due Greek 

Language isthaught ,_ and being entred,, ſhall proceedor- 

derly through the reſt of the Claſſes , until he finith the 

Ordinary courſe.of four:years':, ; Unleſſeafterdue triall and 

examinations he be Found equall.in Learfiing! roxhe beſt fn 
J, 


moſt part of that claſſe + ro-which/ he deſires to aſcend, | 


, ge” * to 

over.» leaping amid -.Glafſe,, or to thobeſt or moſt part 

*. -rh6ſe 'who are to be prada Jp 'Tuppticare to obtatn v] o 
degree beforethe ordinaty eff Whd alfs; Thar thered ; 


found other pregnant reaſons t@move the faculty of Arts 


3 ..._  Condeſcend thereto; Andotherwiſe that he be notadmi 
© © morheDegreeof MaſterofArts 2 Df 2. 
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IE, "X | xa, q : 
_ Aſſembly, 1645: 26x 
© IV -That none be admitted to enter YStudent ofthe Greek 
tongue in any Colledge, unleſle after triall he be found able / 
tri ro make a congruons Lheame in Earine;: or at leaft; Heng 
124] 2dmoniſhed of his errour,,. can readily fhew how ro correct 
ONS © 659 16 TOUT» C7720 HO ND EET 
—V. Tharnone bepromoved fromanInferiour Cliffe'of 2 
he the ordinary coitrſe to a ſuperiour®, /unleſſe he beFoung * , 

4 worthy,and to have ſufficiently profired®* otherwiſe, thar by 4 
421 he be ordained not to aſcend with his con-diſciples,” and if [- 
7-00 hehe a Burſer 5 that he loſe his-Burſes s And namety ” ies WO 
mal tobe required , That thoſe who are taught in Ariſtotle be > 
ie} found well inſtru&ed in his Text, 'and'be ablero teport in 
51] Greek, and underſtand his whole definitions , :divifions, 
1z11] and principall precepts; ſo far as they, have proceeded. 
ſe; VL. Becauſc'it.is a diſgrace.to Learning, and hinde- 
ade | rance to Trades and other Callings and an abuſehurtfullto 
vid the Pubick , char ſuch as are ignorant and uuworthy » be 
the | Honoured witha Degree or publick Teſtiniony of Learn- 
ip: og; That cherefareſycbrriall be raken pf Students, ſhe- 

cially of Magiſtrands->"that thoſe whoatre found unworthy, | 

| be not admitted ro the. Degree and honour of Maſters, "4 

,F41. That nonewho have entred $0:0ne Colledge for '3 
.. | att orſtudie, 'beadmitred toanottier Colledge ,*wrekour 
bl the Teſtimonial. of che: Maſters of that Colledge wherein he 
a&| fftred firſt, both concerning -his Literature , and dutifull 
tehaviour ; ſ6.long ashe remained there : at leaft;z und 
zeþ1 it Maſters of thar Cblledge from whence he cometh, be, 

61-1 9m6ly advertiſed.» tharrchey. may declare if they have any? | 
the] #inglawfully robe objefted in-che contrary, 'Agd thar 
and} he: be: admitted ; promoved , or 'xeceive Degreecin'any 


»_ 


+ rf Wedge , who wasrejectedin anther ww for his nn 
b& ard: unworthinefle , or any-other: caule repagnant' W_ 
c of 9g00d Order, wholeaves the Colledge where hewas for 


4 g of Cenſure, tor chaſtifing for any fait committed 
ebd? or who leavesthe Colledge becauſe he wasichaſti- 
500 + forany othor grudge or injuſt Quarre]l apaitiſt this 
ed Bn: roo hrettt | 7G Le TIE 5 
\ i VII. Thatnonte of thoſe who may. be lawfully receive 
Ly$ 712 onc Colledge , .after hewas in another , .be admirted- 
4 i: | R4 tO any - 
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to any other Claſſe, butrothat wherein he was or ſhopld 
haye been1n the Colledge from whence he came, excepy 
ppon realons mentioned in the third Artigle preceding, 
IX, Abt ac the time of every Generall Aſſembly, the 
Commutſtioners directed thereto, from all rhe Uniyerſuies 
of this Kingdom, Mect and conſult rogerher, for the efta» 
bliſhmene and advancement of Pietic, Learning » and good 
Order in the Schools and Univerſities, and be careful 
phat 2 correſpondence be kept among the Univerſities, and 
EN is poſiible, an Uniformitic in Doctrine and good 
rdere - TM 


Overeures and atticles above written , Appraves the 
ſame, and ordains them to be ebſerved , and to have the 


comm. 


firength of an 4@ andOrdinance of Afiembly in all tinge | 
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To the Honourable and High Court 
of Parliament. : 

T be Humble Petition of the Generall 
bly of the Kirkof Scotland. 


- 
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» 


F From tothe conftant and commendable pradtice'of 
t 


he Generall Afemblies of this Kirk, Wee judge it in 
cumbentto us, Right Honourable , when the diſpleaſure 
of the Almighty , andthe extream danger of this Kirkand 
Kingdome is ſoundenyably demonſtrate to rhe eyes of the' 
whole World , by the Invaſion, Increaſe, and Succelle 
of theſe Barbarous Irifhes', and treacherous Countrey-men 
Joyned with them( Not onely out of conſcience of thetruſt: 
committed unto us, To praceed with the cenſures of the 
Kirk, againſt theſe who have joyned ,: or {ball happen t0- 
Joyne themſelves with theſe Enemies of .G O D and tis; 
Canſe, Ta appoint a Solemne Faſt and Humiliation through 


the Kingdom » and to give Warning to all the Miniſters and. | 


Members of thisKirk gf the dangersand duties of the wary 


 'ping ſpirits ro follow GOD Rally; and quickenour flow- 
N 4 


bly , 16457 PLE 


Buralſo; out of reſpeR co your Honours, who julgenoe fo 


man, butfor the Lord: Who is oth you in the Tudgemens : 
hundeib inthe Cmgregaion of the night): Humbly co preſent | 
your Honours with our thoughts and defires concerning the 


— which the exigency of this time expetterh from your 
hangs. 


The impunity ofknown Incendiariesand Malignatvts , as 


by the courſeof Divine providence ( permitting thoſe-who 


have formerly eſcaped the hand of Juſtice ro be the prime 
inſtruments of our preſent Troubles) ir is held forth fora 
cauſe of the Wrath which yer burneth more and thore 3 50 
hark it been acknowledged before GOD inour publick 
Humiliations; ro be a maine cauſe of GODS Cantro- 
verſie with the Land , andanacceſſionto the guiltitiefſe of 


 thecruelty, villany , and other miſchiefs commitred' by 


them and their followers : And to Iye ftill under the guilt 
after ſolemne Confeſſion, were an high provocation of 
GOD, andan heavy aggravation of our ſinne z And on 
the one-part; doth grieve the Godly , diſcourage rheir 
hearts z\ and weaken their hatids , On the ottier ber , dork 
harden them who are already engaged, to perfilt in their 
vnaarurall and bleudy vradtices . Feather orhiets , whe 
have not hitherto aVowed their Malignancy , opeipes >” 
tlare themſelves, andis laid hold itpon by the dilaffeted, 
whs lye in wait to finde occafions, as fitting to work the Pe» 
ople to an unwillingnefle of undergoing tieceſſary Biirthens 
impoſed for publick $506. | iy $9448 
Alchough the Lord hath ſhewn unto us bong and ſore 
Troubles , and our heart may be broken wich reproach » 
ſhame , and dihonour ,- put upon' us by the vilelt anjong 
men 3 Yerhath he made known utito us the power of his 
ns Lore on theſe manifold troubles , bringing forward 
the much deſired Work of Uniformity in Worthip arid Go= 
FErnmiene to ro tr perfeRtion then was expected. { as 
your Honours afid wee did ſee the other day with joy of 
heart) which is a Teſtimony from Meaven , That the Lord 
hath'not lefe ns inthe fiery Futnace 9 butdwelleth ſtill in the - 


Fg +. 


midſt ef the barnitig Buſh ; and ſhould rouze up gr drou- 


nefle 


-0 


- own name , and that Name which is above all names- from the 


1 « 


' Friends ,. and diſablingus ior reaching help unro thale who 
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Reforntiion. " Thereproach under which we lye almoſt 
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eNſe to haſten and belpebe Lord againſs the mighty. In. degly 
theres perill of fixenghchening. che arme ot_rhe- inteſtine 
"Enemie,' making fainr, the hcarts of our Neighbours and 


are wieltling againſt much oppoſition ro perfect theWork of 


Þuries., ſhould. bee. fo farre from retarding proceedings 
thax 1: ſhquid intend the Spicit into a higher ds ec of deſires 
and £xpef 


Fig? 


e the hand ro fpe-dicr action for vindicating out 


ily reproachof the folic, 1 | 

CI fore pleaſe your Honours ,.in the zeal of the 
Lord ,/T'o proceed with forne ſpeedy courle of Juſtice ax 
gainſtſych perſons as are knownto have joyned themſelves, 
eicher actually in Arms, or by their counſcll, ſupplies , 
encouragements , have Fergghbence the hands.of the bloo« 
dy Enemies, whereby a cauſe of the Controverlie ſhall-be 
removed”, the Land cleanſed of the blood thatis ſhed thes 
Tein » thecruell and crooked generation, dithearrned , "the 
ain iy of rheGodly refreſhed,and their feeble knees 

rengthened ; And cheerfully and unanimoully to _relglye 
upon » and putin execution all lawfulland poſhible wayes of 


Tpecdy atid ative purſuing and extirpating theſe barbarous 


and yarnaturall Enemies within the Kingdom : Whereby 
7our rhankfulneſſe'to' G O D for promoving-his owne 
Vozk; and your endeavours of uniformity, {ball be teſtified; 
yout ſenfe of the diſhonorr of this Nation,and of the danger 
of dealy, expreſſed; and your conſcience of the' Oath of God 
wuport you manifeſted, Wee are confident of your Honous 


'copfeience> and care,” onely weexhoxr you in the Lord, to 


unite your Spiries-and accelerare your counſels and cndea= 
vouts:. And pray che Lord of Hoſts to -prgſper your entep- 

riſes, according to the engagsment oF is Name, interelt 
ofhis Work, and necellity of his People , ta his own glory, 
the eftabliſhment of the Kings -Thronein righteouſneſle » 
rhe'comfort of his Saints, and the converſion or confuſion. 
'of Enzimies: Bo of good courage, and behave your ſelves yalianely. 


7 nr peo nd the extes of gr GH, Arſe, and th 
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I. Hat every Burſarhave yearly 


Overtures propunded by the Committee, apa 


pointed by this venerable Afiembly,' for ordering: 


oy 


of the Barſarsof Theologie 4534 aintain inn 
ing of them at Schools of Dievinttle, (5 


*. 


KAY 32 EF. {3 
\ EC 4 | KL g _ EE. - FE: 
payed him forhis miarn-* 
2 4 a 7 = 4 ; , } rag iS ' ; < 


- I renance 100.1; attheleaſt,o 05 50 127 7 7707 9 

IT. That the ſaid maintenance be taketi forth "of the* 
Kirk penalties, according: to the intention»of the firſt Act 
for maintaining of Burſars. A SS gk 


1TH. That every Presbyterie conſiſting of twelve Kirks 


\ A 
e 


_ In number, naintaio a Burſar yearly-az:the Ugiverſiry, 


I V.. And where the Presbyrteries arefewerin_number , 
thatthey joyne with other Presbyreries:to; make-up their 


- 


number: And the Sagerpis of the numberto be: ordered 
and diſpoſed: by.the Pres byceries and. Syneds. : . Andithat 


. their Books bear Records thereof. by 


V. Thatthe Kirks of theſe Presbyteries be proportions 
ally ſtented: according to the number of the communicants 
in cach Fareclilt; ©... a... OYBEETES Wes. 

+ VI, Thar the ſaid maintenance be colleQted by the Ma 
deratour of every Presbyterie , by equall divided portions , 
and the one-half ro be broijght intartieWinter Synod, and 

-given to the ſaid Burſars,. and the other halfart the Summer, 
Synod, tobe ſentunto them: Andthat theſeverall Synods 
take an exadt compt hereof, and ſee that all beyghtly done; 
2nd that eheir Books bear the report hereof to.the Generall 


#: : 


Aſſembly. 


- k 


TE ILY a i1- faky >. Act 7 GOOf5 - ; 24305 37s 
. "VIE. That the time of Burſarsabods, atthe Schools of 
. Divinity exceed nor foure years? which beiog expired 3:05; © 


in caſe before che expiring of the. ſaidtime,, any be remo=-. 
ved either by death, or by ſome Calling roa particulars 
Charge, another be preſeated to theTaid Bapofir, | __.. 

VFLI. That-incaſe any prove deficient in, payment. of, 
the ſaid mainteuance for hs timeto came, 'Thatit ſhall be 
carefully exaftedby the Synods,and ſeat ayer to the Gengpal, 


- Aﬀertibly, to be difpoſedypon by them ,. 25 they ſhall inde, 
= SW my OLTE $add & L187 SE g 1:0. >" s £2008 


empetiene 
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&66 The Generall 
expedients that no Perſon may have henchie in their flack2 
zefle and negle@. PREY ws EW 

EX. Thatall Borſars of Theologie bring ſufficient Tefti- 
monies yeatly fromthe Univerſities where they ate bred, 
oftheir proficiepcieand good behaviour : And that they be 
alfoready to give a proof of their labeurs at rhe ſeyerall 
Synods, if jt ſhall be required. And if they be found defi 
erent, tharthey be denuded of the ſaid benefit, and others 
moze hopefull placed in their rooms. 

The Generall Aſſembly approves theſe Overtures abo1e-writzen , 
And Ordams the [ame to be obſerved mn all time commog. And 
that Presbyteries { who heve not already done it) begin and en- 
ger to the maintaining of their Burſars, in manner foreſaid , in 
this preſent year 1645. And recommends to Preibyteries , to 
wake choice of ſuch for the Burſe, as, ars of good report, inclined 
te Learning, and bave pf their cour of Philoſophis , And 
86 2ry their qualification before they ſend them ro Univer= 


Y 
[1 , 
X » 


| The opinion of the Committee for keeping the 
greater Uniformitie in this Kirk, wthepratiice ' © 
and obſervation of the Direfory in [ome 
© points of publick Worsbip» 


E. ]: is th&Humble Opinion of the Committee for regu- 

- 4lating thar Excerciſe of reading and expounding the 
Scriptures read upon the Lords Day,mencioned inthe Dire- 
ory , That the Miniſter and People tepair ro the' Kirk, 
half an hour before that cimeat which ordinarily the Mini- 
ſter now entreth to rhepublick Worſhip; And tha , thar 
Exercife of reading and expounding , together with the or= 
dinaty Exerciſe of Preaching, be perfe&edand ended ar xhe 

timewhich formetly cloſed the Exerciſe of publick Worſhip. 
11. Inthe Adminiſtration of Baptiſme , it will be conve- 
nient , That , chat Sacrament be adminiſtred in face of the 

Congregation , that what is ſpoken and done , may be a 
wil 4 b . an | 


eAjembly » 1645. 269 _ 
and feen of all , and rhatar be adminilired after the Sermon... '; * 
before the Blefling. Ht EF 3 
_ HIT. Iathe Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, itisthe 
judgement of the Commirree, . > en OUS, Bhs 

. I, Thar Congregations be ſtill tried and examined before 
= —— , according to the bygone practi ce of this 
_ 2, Thatghere he noreading in the time of communicar- 
ing; bur the Miniſter making a ſhort  Exhoraation at 
_ every; Table , that thercafrer cher be ſilence during the time . 
- of the Communicants receiving}, except jonely' when the 

Miniſter expreſfeth ſome few ſhore ſentences, ſutable cothe 
preſenc; condition of the Communicants in! the receiving , 
that they may. be incited and quikned in. their Meditations 

the Action. x Fg 
© g. Thatdiſtribution of che Elementsamong the Commu- 
niants ' be univerſally uſed : And for that efigt, that the 
Bread be ſo prepared , that the Gommunicants may divide 
itamongſt chemſclyes, after the Miniſter hath broken, and 
deliveredit ro the neareſt. Tiny: le 5 4 

- 4 Thar while- the Tables are difſolving , and filling , ' 
there be al wayesfinging offomeſportian ofa Plalme, accor» 
ding to the cuftome-'- : | ; 

5+ Thatthe Cammunicants both before their going to, 
and after their coming from the Table, fhall only joyne- - 
themſelves to the preſent publick Exerciſethen in hand. - 

- 6. That when the Communion is to be celebrateina Pa+e> | 
roch-,-one Miniſter may be imployed for afliſtingthe Mint- 
| ſterofthe: Parochs or arthe moſt two, EG Lc 6 

7+ Thar there be one Sermon of Preparation delivered in 
theordinary Place of publick Warſhip > upon the df ime 
mediatly preceeding. SOT | 

::B. "Thar before the ſerving of the Fables, there be 
- onely one Sermon delivered to thola whoare tocommunj- 

" Cate, and thatinthe Kirk wherethe Service is to heper- 
formed: And tharin the ſame Kirk there be one Sermon of _ 

hankſgiving, after the Communion is ended, , 

9. When the Parochiners are ſo numerous, that their 
 Paroch:Kirk. cannor contain them, fo that there 1s2 ne=- 
ceflixy to keep our ſych ofthe Parach as Cannot commereny. 

; =. y 
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have place, That in that caiee1e-Brother who Mifts:the 
iniſter ofthe Paroch, may be ready, if-need be;ro give 2 
word of Exhorcationiin ſome coavenjent place appoinred for 
_ thatpurpoſe, to thole of that Parochy, who that day arenotto. 
eommuntcate ; ' which'muſtnor-bebegua uatil rhe Sermon 

delivercd in the Kirk be.concluded. - EDO os 
x0. That of thoſe who are preſent inthe Kirk where the- 

Communfon is celebrate , none be*permirted/to go ferth 

while the whole Tables be (erved, and the blefling pronoun- 

.ced, unlefle it be for more commodious order, aud in other” 
caſes 'of neceſlity. ; ROLETIIES, 

, -£T. "That the Miniſter who cometh to affiſt, have aſpecial 
care to provide his ownPÞParoch , leſt otherwiſe while:h&1s 
about.co:Minitfter- comfort to others, -hisown Flockbe left 
deſtitute of preaching. + IS ZO03K aff © 
- 'I2; That none coming from. another Paroch, ſhall be 
admitted ro the Commiunion , withour a-Teſtimonial frony 
their own;Minifter « - And' no Miniſter ſhall refuſe a'Teftte 
monial:troany of.his Paroch , who communicates oxdinan-: 

ly at. their own Paroch Kirk, and are'withour ſcandal intheir» 

Iifefot the time. ' ' And this'is no wayes o-prejudge-aily ho- 

neſt Perſon, . who occafionally-is in the-place where the: 

Communion 1s celebrate ; . or ſuch as by-death , or ablence-- | 

of theirown Minifter',” could not havea/Teſtimonial:! + . ; 

"TV: Itiis, alfo 'the/jiidgementof;the Committee ,» Tha : 

the Miniſters bowing in the Pulpit3:thougha lawful cuſt= ; 
\om<in this Kirk, behexeafter laid afide , for (arisfattion. of 
the deſires of the reverend Divines inthe Synod of England, : 
and uniformity with that Kirk ſomuch endearedto as,: | : +: 


Ws, The Aſtembly having conſidered ſaimfly the judgementof the 


Committee above-written, Doeth approve the ſame mal : 
- 1. the Articles thereof, and Batproty. ane to be objervediin 
3}, alltyme heredficr. [Cs | | 6 yon 
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Membh; 645) i. 
þ (2 February, 1645. Poſtmeridiem  ' ' 


$ =T+0 RIC 36 Se. : i 6. : A 
| <A of the General Aſſembly of the Kirk of” 
. Scotland, Approving the Propoſittons concerning i 

: Kink government and Ordination ' .n 
1. of Miniſters. 


"Tr General Aﬀembly , being moſt defirous and ſoli=” 
K& citous , not onely of the eſtabliſhment and preſervatiom 
of the Form of Kirk-government in this 'Kingdome, ac- 
cording to the Word of GOD , Books of Diſcipline, AQts 
of Generall Aſſemblies, and Nationall Covenane;*Bar- 
alſo of an Uniformity in Kirk - government berwixt theſe" 
K ingdomes now more ſtraitly and ftrongly united by the 
Jate Solemne League and Covenant :* And confidering”s 
That as in former times there did, . ſo hereafter there may - 
ariſe through the neerneſſe of *Contagion , manifold miſ= 
chiefs ro this Kirk fromacorrupt Form of Government in 
the'Kirk- of Enpland::Like as the precioug opportunity, of 
| bringing the Kirks of Chriſt in all the-three rs wars Px 
' | + an Uniformity in Kirk-government, being the bapprpets 
of the preſent times aboye the former; which may alſo by the 
bleſiing of God, prove an effeQuall meane, and a good foun= 
dation to prepare for aſafe and well-grounded Pacificatian , 
by removing the cauſe from which the preſent Prefſures and 
bloodie Wars did originally proceed :' And now the Af= 
1ſembly having thrice read, and diligently examine the | 
Propoſitions (hereunto annexed) concerning the fi 
cers , Aﬀemblies, and Governmenr of the Kirk3 and 
concerning the Ordigation of Minifters,. brought unto us | 
as the reſults of the long and-learned Debates of the A& — 
{embly of Diviaes fitting at 7Feſitminſter , and of the Freary: 
of Uniformity;with-the:Commiſſioners of this Kirk there 
refiding 3: After. mature, deliberation, - and after rymous 
calling .upen and Rong of all who have any exceptions 
| agailt the ſame > ro make them known ,- that they,” might 
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250 The Generall 
receive {atisfaftion-, Deth Agree to, ahd Approve. ths 
Propoſitions aforemention ex yore government 
and Ordinarion , and doth hereby Authorize the Commiſe. - 
flonets of this Aﬀembly whoare ro. meer at Edxwburgh;; to 
agree to, and conelude in the natne of this Aſſembly , art 
niformitie berwixe' the Kirks in both Kingdoms i the 
aforementionett parttculars, ſofoonas the fameſhal} be ra- 
tified, without any ſubſlaatiall akerayon, by an Ordinance 
ofthe Honourable Houſes of the Parliament of Englend: 
Which' Rarification' ſhall be timely intimate and made: 
knownby theCommilſſioners of this Kirk reſiding at London. 
Providedalwayes, That this At ſhall be no wayes preju- 
diciall to rhe further diſcuffion and examination of that Ar- 
ticles, which holds forth, that the Dodtor or Teacher» 
bath pawes ofthe adminiſtration of the Sacramegtsas well 
25 the Paſtor; As alſo of the diſtin Righes and Intereſts of 
Presbyteries.and: People in the: calling of Miniſters: But 
that it ſhall be free to debate and' diſcufſe. theſe points as 
.6 O D ſhallbe pleaſed co give further light, | 


TT he Propoſitions of Government » and Ordina- 
tex-nentionedin the preceding AGF, are not 
z0. be here: Printed: but after the Ratifica- 


q tionthereof by the Parliament of England, 
[..- they areto be Printed by warrant of theCom- 
| mnifſioners ef this A ſel 
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| Generall Aſſembly , after- mature deliberation, 
having found ir moſt neceſlary rhat this whole Nation 
: be timely-Warned', and duly-Informed of their pre- 
ſent Dangers ,' and theRemedies ro be uſed}, - and Duties 
to be done for preyentingand removing thereof, Doth or- 
Jajo this Warning ro be forth with Printed an_ Paben, 
| | wry 
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< Agembly, 16455 275 
and ſent to all the Presbyteries in this Kingdom; 2s2lf010 
the Pzesbyreries that are with our Armies. And thar each 
Presbyterie in mediately after the receipt hereof, take ſpee- 
dy courſe for the Readipg of it in every Congregation with... 
in their bounds, upon the Lords day after the forenvons 
Sermon » and beforethe blefling : andrhat they give ac- 
count 0f their diligence herein to the.Commiſſioners of the 
Genera)l Afembly ; Who have hereby Power and Warrand 
_ tory andicenflire ſuch asſhall coatemne' ox flight rhe faid 
Warning , or ſhall refuſe or negleR to obey this Ordi« 
Pance- ” I 


ACT F IST 


| A Solemne and Seafonable VV arning To the | 
Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Burrows, Mi- 
niſters, and Commons of Scotland ; As 


alfotoour ARMTES without and 
within this Kingdom. | | 


e Cauſe of GOD in this Kingdom), both in the be 
ginnings and Progreſle of it , hath been carried, 

Il through much craft and mighty oppoſition of Ene« 
| mies, andthrough other perplexines and dangers; GOD 
ſo diſpoſing, for the Cromer glory of his manifeld and mar- 
vellous Wiſdome and his inyiacble Power, and for our 

_ greater tryall. | | ; ; 
| Theſe dangers both from without and from within,toge- 
ther with the remedies thereof, haye been from time to 
time repreſenred and held forrh, inthe many publick Sup=- 
plications of this Kirk and Kingdom to the King , and un 
their many Declarations, Remooſtrances, Lerters» Ads, 
andotherpublick Intimations : Particularly by a neceſſary 
Warning publiſhed. by the Commiſſioners of the Generall 
Afſembly in January 1643 3 And by the Remonſtrance of 
the ſame Comiſſioners to the Convention of Eſtates in July- 
thereafter cocerning the Dangers of Religion , and Remar- 
dz of theſe Dangers: which Warning and Remenſragce, 
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GOD will give , though not od, 
I and he shall underſtand theſe things , rods, and be shall 


1 them; For the ayes of the Lord areright,, and the juſt hall 


STE 


Whartuſe is-to be made of the Lords dealings : And-,-what 
15 required of a people ſo dealt with. note : oh 

' Had we been timelyawaked , and taken warning , either 
fromthe exemplary judgement of 'orther Nations; or from 
Gods threatni cry fr the'mouths of his ſeryants amongſt our 
ves ; or from our owne former viſiettions , and namely , 
The Sword , threatned and drawn againſt us, bothat home | 
and from abroad ,-bur at that time through the forbearance 
of G'O D, putup in the Seath. again , wee might haye 
prevented the miſeries under which now we groane. But 
the Cup of trembling , before taken out of our hands, is 
azain came aboutto ns, that wee. may drink deeper'of 1t:;: 
And al:hough whea theſe bloody Monſters, the Iriſh Re 
bels , together 'with ſome. degenerate, unnaturall, and. 
perfidious Countreymen of our own-, did firft lift up. their. 

eards , and enter this Kingdome in a hoſtile way ,. it was. 
Jooked upon as a light matter, and the great jud zement;. 


which hath ſince appeared inir, norapprehended: yetndw. 
; Wweeare made mie fenfihlg, tparthey ge The tod'of Sh 
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Aſembly, 1645  _ SS - 
-Atrath , land theſlaffſe in their hand , which harh. ftricken ins. A 
theſe three times, 3s bis indignation» Be hath ghewed bis people ' 
hard things, . and made us to drink the wine of af! ont1shment.  1-aKe 
we therefore notice of the band that ſmirerh us «for affliiion 
cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth zrouble ſpirmg aut of the * 
. ground. There is no evill mike City nor C ountrey which the Lord 
. bath not done. He it is that formeth thelight , and treateth dark- 
nefſe ; Who maketh peace , and createthewill: He irs thar hath 
given charge. to the Sword , ſo that it cannot be ſtill: Heir 
' 8that hath his other Arrows ready - upont iheſtring to shedt at us, 
"the Peftilence and Famine, PE LINC- "i 
"Tn the nexr place let vs apply our hearts to know, and to 
ſearch, and to ſeek out wiſdome', and thefreaſon of things, 
and ro underſtand the language of this preſent judgement.» 
and Gods meaning in it, For though che Almighty giverh not 
© anaccompt of any of bis matters , and hath his way mthe ſea., a 
his path inthe deep waters which cannot be traced ; Yet he 1spleas, 
Ted by the light of his Word and Spirit , by the yoice of our 
 0wnconſriences,, and by that which. js written and ingra- 
ven upon our judgement, as with the point ofa Diatnond 


<and2 Pen of iron ,"ts make known in ſome meaſure his 


meaning uinro his ſervants. .. God bath ſpoken once , yed twice , 
net'man perceivethnot.z Therefore now hath he made this rod 
to'ſpeak aloud thethird time, that we may hear the voiec of 
'therod , and whobath appointedit. - That which the rod point= 
eth'ar, is hotany guilc of Rebellion or diſtoyaltierh us, a$ - 
"the Sons of Beta do: flander and belye the Solemne League 

and' Covenant. ofthe three Kingdoms, which we are 
fatre from repenting of , that we cannot remember or men= 
tionft withour. greatjoy and thankfolnefſe ro God', as rhas 
which hath drawn many bleMangs after.it,. and unto which 
God hath” given manifold and evident teſtimonies, for. ng 
ſooner was the Covenantbegun'to bee taken in England # 
burſenlibly the condition of affairs thete was changed to the 
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| betrerj and though 4lictle before rhe Enemy was coming. 
in-Rkga Flood:, yer as ſoon as the'Spirir of the Lord 4 


þ 1ftuStheStandird againſt bim, fromthat day forward the 


| Watersof their Delvge did decreaſe. 
And for our part, oar Forces — chat Kingdom's 
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274 . The General 
in purſuance of that Covenant, have beenſo mercifully and 
manifeſtly affifted, and bleſſed from Heaven (though in 
che mids of many dangers and diſtreffes, and much want and 
hardihip) and have been ſo farre inſtrumenrall to the foyl- 
orien ſcattering of rwo principal Armies Firft, the 
Marqueſſe of Newcaftle his Army, And afterward, Prince 
Ruperts and hisropether; And to the reducing of two ſtrong 
Cities, Yorkand Newcaſtle , that we have what to anſwer 
the Enemy that reproacheth us concerning rhat buſineſſe, 
andthar which may make iniquitie it ſelf to top her mouth. 
Bur which is more unto us than all Victories, or wharſo= | 
mever temporal Blefling, rhe Reformation of Religion;in 
England , ans © ofipetery therein between both King- 
doms ( a principal end of that Covenant ) is ſo far advan- 
ced, that the Engliſh Service-Book , with the Holy-dayes, 
- and many other Ceremonies contained in it z. together with 
the Prelacy , the. fountain of all rhefe , are aboliſhed and. 
taken away by Ordinance of Parliament ; and a DireQoty 
for the Worlllp of God in all the three Kingdoms, agreed 
upon intheAfﬀemblies,and in rheParliaments of bothKing« 
doms» without a contrary voice ineither; the Government 
of the Kirk by Congregational Elderſhips, Claſſical Pres- 
\byceries, Provincial and National Afemblies., is agreed 
upon by rhe. Afſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter ,- which 
1s alſo vored and concluded.in both Houſes 'of the Parlias 
' mentofEngland: And whatlis yet remaining of the intene 
ded Uniformitie is ina good way ; So that let. our Lot falin 
other things as it may, the Wl of the Lord be done.; In this we 
TeJoyce, and” will rejoyce, .that our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt is 
no loſer, but a Conquerour, - that his. Ordinances take 
place, that his Cauſe preyaileth, 20d the work of purgiop 
and building his Temple goeth forward, and not Us 
Neither yet are we ſo to underſtand the voice of therod which | - 
lyeth heavy upon us» as if the Lords meining wereto pluck | -, 
up what he hath planted , and to pull down what he hath - | | 
builded in is npIoNs | ro aries Fad a 10,u8 gþ -- 
To remove our Candlejeick,, and totake bis K zngdow from 1s: -nay; |; 
beforetharour God caft us ena tip hndoa fowl Pp \ ih 
Et him rather conſume usby the Sword, and the F atene, = 
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\'s zþ, who had agrear hand in the provocation, and bear nopart 

Y; } inthe humiliation. | eo ws 

a, Lexevery one commune with his own conſcience , and 
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"changed. 
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fſalem, much more will wee be confident of the continuance 


of the bleſſings of the Goſpel, that glory may diell in our Land 


This is the day of Facobs trouble, but he challbe ſavedout of nt: And 
the rim is coniming , when antw Song ſhallbepur-inour 


. mouths, and we ſhall ſay ; This ir our God » we have waired - 


for him, end he hathſavedus, , Though the Lord ſwwire us» ic 


ming us, butrefinivg vs ,' rhat-we may core forth as Gold 
out of the 'Fire: . We aretroubled'on every ſide 3 yet not diftreſ- 
ſed; we! are oy ng » but nat indeſparre3 perſecuted , but not 


Jaſals'* cy oobee y" big ihe Hefroyet. We OR 
T4 


there is more*mercy. in emptying vs from Veſſellro 


'Veſſelt, then in'foffering ns*toſettleon onr Eees, whee 


rebyour tafte. ſhould remain in us , and qurſent not be 


% 


'Þ Theſe things pretwiſed , we cqmeto the ric language of 
'thisheavy judgement , and ro thereall procuring cauſes rhe- 


' thebouſe of Iſrael, Godis her by 


Teof. For the tranſpreſſion of Facob'is all this', . and for the ſins 'of 
| ſhewing 55 he: and ſmaal 
1n this Eand their work and their tranſgreſſion,, that they 


have exceeded. © He epeneth alſo their eare to diſcipline, arid com= 


" mandeth that they returnfrom iniquity. We leave eyery Congre- 


gation inthe Land , wy amily in every "Congregation , 
7mi 


&every Perſon in eyery Family to exatnine their own hearts 


"and wayes, & to monrn for Congregational! , Domeſticalls | 
and Perſonal! finnes : Curſed ſhall they be, whe have added _ 
+} Kuell ro the fire, and now bring no water ro exringuiſh it , 
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A e Aſſembly, 1645. 2. "4 
and the Peftilence, ſo rhat he will bur keephis own greds © 
Name from reproach and blaſphemy , and own us ag his 
people in Covenant with him. Byt now there is bope inJſrael 
concerning this thing', we will beleeve that we hall yet ſee the 
goodneſſe of the Loyd inthe Land of the lwmg : We will nor caſt 
away our confidence ofa blefſed peace, and ofthe removing 
of the ſcourge and caſting itin the Fire, when theLord + .. 
hath hy it performed his whole Work upon want Sion and feru-"" 


; be. 
»& 


| 2-26 jo: TheGenerall 


[repent of his, own wickedneſſe, and ſay, What bav: 1 

- done? Wee ſhall hete touch onely the Nationall finnes, or 

at leaſt more publick ones, then rhoſe of-s Family or Con- 

, gregation, which we alfo intend for chief cauſe sota publick 

Faſt and Humiliatiop.' #If among'qur Nobles., Gentrie 

and Barons, there have been ſome ſtudying their ewn private 

intereſts-more then the publick', and Seeking their own things 
' more then the things of Chriſt, or oppresfing aud defrauding the poore 

ſort and the needie , becauſe it wasin the power of their hand : and 

if among ourMiniſtrie there have been divers Time- fervers, 

IV ho have not renounced the hidden things of dichonefly, whoſe hearts 
Have not been right before God » nor ſtedjs ſt in hs Covenant., who 

have been ſecretly baters. of the Power of Godlineſſe and of 
Marrification; *Hallnot G O D ſearch all this our? who 

gill bring to light the bidden things of darkneſſe , and will make ma= 

nifeſt the counſels of the hearts. . 1n theſe alſo leaving. all men 

to2 judging and ſearching of themſelves, there are many 

other provocations which are apparent in all. or many of 

this Nation, from which, :though they wash with mtre , and 

take much ſopez yet they cannor make themſelves clean : Be- 
cauſe of theſe the Land .mourneth, and at theſe rhe Sword 
.Ktriketh. 3 Nos LO 47 aware dar 

As firſt, the contempt, negle&, and dis-eſteem of the 
glorious pal 3 our unþelief;, - unfruitfulneſſe , luke- 
warmneſle, formality , and hardneſſe of heart, under. all 

the means of Grace; our not receiving, .of Chriſt in our 
hearts, nor ſeeking roknow him , and glorifie him in-all 

. his Offices. The power of Godlineſle is hated and mocked 

by many to this day , and: by the berter;ſort'troo much 
neglected ,, and many Chriſti:n duties are not minds 

ed: as » Thenot ſpeaking of our own words ,, nor finding of our awN 

-- pleaſure upon the Lords day: Holy and* edifying-cenference 
both on that day , andat other occaſſons;. The ioſtrufting , 
 admoniſhing , comforting , and-rebuking one*another , as 
Divine Providence miniſtreth occafion. . In tnany. Families 

almsſt no knowledge nor worſhip of GOD to be found: | 

A yea, there are among the-Miniſters wko have'ſtrenghrened | 
' >, he hearts and hands of the profane more then of rhe godly, | 
2% | 9 183 
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 eAſeembly, 1645: 277 


and have not taken heed to the eminiſtrie which they have received 
of the Lord to fulfill it- 


\ Next, G OV hath ſend the Sword toavenge the quarrel 
of his broken Covenant : For beſides the defection of many. - 
' ofthis Nacion under the Prelars from our firſt Nationall Co- - 
' venant» afinne not forgotten by G O D , if notrepented. 
by men as well as forſaken, our latter Vows and Covenants 


have been allo foully violated , by not eontriburing our 
urtermoſt a(liftance torhis Caufe » with our Eſtates and Li- 
ves ; by not endeavouring with all faichfulnefle , the diſ- 
covery , triall, and condigne puniſhment of Malignants , 
andevil Inſtruments; yea, by complying too much-with 


thoſe , who have not onely born Armes, and given their - - 


perſonall preſence and afliftance ; but alſodrawn and led on 
others after them inthe ſhedding of our Brethrens blood © 
Therefore is our finne made our pu#iſhment ,' and Weare 
filled with the fruit of our own wayes. Theſe horns now pus) the ſt- 
des of Judah and feruſalem , becauſe the Carp:nters when they ought 


and might ,” did not cut them off : And yet to this day the” 


courle ob Juſtice is obſtructed : The Lotd himſelf will exe- 
cure juſtice if men will not. Bur above all, let 1t bee'deeply 
and leriouſly thought of , thatour Covenant is broken by 
the neglect of a reall Reformation of our ſelves and others 
under our power : -let every one ask his own heart whae 
luſt is morified in him, or what change wrought 1n his life 
ſince , more then before the. Coyenant? Swearing, Cur. 
ſing, Profanation of the Lords day, Fornication, nd' 


other uncleanneſſe , Drunkennefle » Injuſtice, Lying, 


Oppreſlion, Murmuring, Repining , and other ſorts of 


; Prophanenefle {t11] abound roo much both in the Countrey 


& in our Armies : yea, there.is no Reformation of ſome 
Members of pubJick Judicarories, which 1sa great diſho- 
nour to God , and foul ſcandallto the whole Nation. 
Thirdly, we have not glorified God according to the 
ogreatthings which he hath done for us, normade the righr' 
uſe of former mercies; Since he loved'us ( « Nation not 
worthy #0 be beloved) he hath made us precions and honou= 
rable , but we have. not walked worthy of this love': We 


wax d fat and kicked , forfakmg God who made us , andlightly 
(at - bY | 
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29'S | The Genera"... 
efteeming the $377; of our ſalvation. - And.this great unthank+ 
fuinceite tilleth up our Cup. © Bees bo 
. Forthly , Notwithſtanding of fomuch guiltinefle, we. 
did ſend forth our Armies, and make great ſervices 
prelumptuouſly , without repentance, and making our 
peace with God , like the Childrenof Iſrael , who truſting 


- - tothe goodneſle of their cauſe, minded no more , but Which 


'of us shall gee up firſe. | 

Itis now high time , under the feeling of ſo great a bur- 
den both of finne and wrath co hnmble our uncircamciſed 
heart, co put our mouthin the duſt , if ſo be there moy be bope , to 


. allow our ſelves in ashes , toclothe onr ſelves with our Shame as 


With agarment, tojultifie Gods righteous judgements, to ac- 
knowledge our iniquitie, to make onr ſupplication to our 
Judge, and to ſeek his face , that he may pardon our fiune, and, 
healour Land. Che Lord roareth , and ſhall nor hi» childe 
ren tremble 3 The God of glory thundereth, and the Higheſt 


aittereth (his voice » bailſtones and coales of fire , who will nor tall 


down and fear before him? 'Fhe fire waxeth hot, and burn«, 
eth round abour us,and ſhall any fit ſtill and be ſecnre? The 
ſtorm beloweth hard,&ſhall any fluggard be ſtillaſleep* This 
15a day of trouble,and of rebuke © and of blaſphemy ; who, 
will nor take up a lamentation > Let the Wathmenrouze up 
them(clves and others, andftriys to get their own, and their 
rheir peoples hearts deeply affetted , andeven melted be= 


; forethe Lord : _ Lerevery one turn from his eviJl/way, and 


cry mightiiy to Ged , and give him no reſt till he repent of 
theevill, and ſmell a ſavour of reſt , and ſay , It 5s enough. 
He hath norlaid tothe ſeed of Jacob, Seck ye me in vain... 
Fee do not mourne as they that have no hope . but we will bear the 
ignation of the Lord , becauſe wee have ſinned againſt him , un- 


., und 
_ till be plead our cauſe, andexecate judzement fer us, And/what. . 


rhough our Candles be pur our? So that our Sun ſhines. 
Whar though our honour be laid in the. duſt > So' that 
G OD work out his own honour, yea, our happineſfe 


out. of our ſhame- In vain have we truſted to thearm of 


fizſh:, In the Lord our GOD is the Salvation of Tſracl. 


No flefh-mutt glory before him, buz be tbat glorieth , muſt glory 
79 .be Lord. | ; hy =£4 | 
Theſe 


\ 


| 


I! 
' mendment of life, and Fervenrt Prayer, though the prin. 
© Cipal , yetare notall which are required ar the hands of this 
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", Theſe duties. of Humiliation , Repentance ; Faith', *A» 


Nation , but men of all forts and degrees, muſt rtmely ap- 
ply themſelvesro{ſuch other Reſolutions and Actions as are 
moſt ſuteable and neceſlary ar this time': Which thatall 
may. the better underſtand , and bee excited and engou- 
raged toadt accordingly , letit be well obſerved, thatthe 
preſear ſtate of the Controverſte and Cauſeis no other but 


what hach been formerly profeſſed before G O D and the 


World, that is, The Reformation and Preſervation of Re- 
Iigion , The Defence of the Honour and Happineſle of the 
King , and of the authority of the Parliament, gogether 
with the maintenance of our Lawes z/ Liberties, Lives, 


and Eſtates. We are not changed from our former prin. - 


ciples and intentions, but theſe who did fall of from us ro 
the Contrary party , have now made it manifeſt, thar theſe 
were not their ends when they ſeemed to-joyn with us .: 
Therefore are they gone out from us , bocauſe they were nat of us , 


And as our Caule is the ſame» ſorhe danger thereof 1s. nor , 


leſſe, burgreater then before, and that from two ſorts of E- 
nemies. Firſt , fromopen Enemies, we mean thoſe of the 
Popiſh,, Prelatical, and Malignant FaQtion , whe have dif 
played a Banner againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt , in 


all the three Kingdoms , being ſer on fire of Hell , and by the 


ſpecial inſpiration of Satan » who is full of fury 3 becauſe he 
knoweshejhath bur a ſhorr time to reigne. The Cockarrice 


before hatched , is now broken forth into a Viper. [The 


danger was before feared , now it is felt z before immt- 
-nent, now incumbent; before our diviſion, now our de- 
ſtruction is endeavoured; before the Sword was fourbiſhed 
and made ready; now the Swordis made fat with Flesh., and 
drunk withBloud ,' and yet ithungreth and thirſteth for more.” 
[The [Queen is moſt active abroad , uſing all means for 
ſtrengthening the-Popiſh , and ſuppreſling the Proreſtanr 


. Party 5 inſomuch that Malignants have inſolently expreſſed 


Their confidence; that her journey ro France ſhall prove a 
lucceſſeful Counſel , and that this Iſland, and particularly 
this Kingdome , ſhall haye a greatet power to grapple with, 
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The Generall 
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fore the nextSummer,then any which yet we haveencoun«. 
tred with. The Iriſh Rebels have offered to the King ro fend 
over 2 greater number into þoth the Kingdomes: The hoſtile 
intentions of theKing of Denmark,if God be not pleaſed {till 
xo divert and diſable him, do plainly enoygh appear from 
his own Letcers, ſent nor long ſince ro the Kſtares of this 
Kingdome. In rhe mean time , the helliſh crueunder the 
 Condutt of theexcommunicate and forefaulted Earle of Mon- 
eroſe, and of Hlafter Mac - Donald , a Papiſt and an Ourlaw , 
doth excrciſe ſuch barbarous , unnaturall, horrid, and un» 
heard-of cruelty, asis above expreſlian : And ( if not re- 
pr=ſed) what better uſage can others nor yet touched expett 
from them , being now hardened and animated- by theſ{uc- 
ecfſe which God hath for our humiliation and correction , 
permitted unto them : and if rhey ſhall now gec leave to 
ſecure the High=Lands for themſelves , they will nor onely 
from thence inf-| the reſt ofthis Countrey , but endeavour 
a diverſion of our Forces in England , from the profecution 
of the ends exprefledin theCovenant of the rhreeKingdoms, 
toward which ends, as rheir ſervice hath been already ad= 
yantageous, ſo their continuance 1s moſt neceſlary, 

The ſecond ſort of Enemies, from which our -preſent 
dangers ariſe ,- are ſecrer Malignanrs and Dis - covenanters, 
who may be known dy theſe and the like CharaGters: Their 
ſighting or cenſaring of the publick Reſolutions of this 
Kirk and State: Their conſulting and labouring to raiſe 
FJealoufies and Diviſions , to retard or hinder the execution 
pf what is ordered by the publick Judicatories : Their 
Nandering of the Covenant of rhethree Kingdomes and ex- 
on into England, as nor neceaflry for rhe good of 
Religion » or ſafery of this Kingdome, or as rending to 
the:diminution of the Kings juſt power and greatneſle : 
\ Their confounding of the Kings Honour aud Authority, 
with the abuſe and pretence thereof ,, and with Commiſ« 
fions , Warrants, and Letters, procured from the King, 
| by the Enemies of this Cauſe and Covenant, as it we could 
pot oppoſe the latter , without encroaching upon the for- 
mer: Their whetting of their rongues , to cenſure and 
 Handerthoſe whom, G OD hath honoured as his chief In- 
. | ſtrumengs 
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þ ___ his Cauſe: than his Peoplefor it > GOP forbid." 
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Iruments in this Work: Their commendings Jjutifying, or 
excuſing the proceedings 'of James Glahame , {ametime Earle 
_ of Montroſe , and his Complices ; Their converſing or tmer- 
coming by word of writ, with him , or ather excommuni- 
cate: Lords, contrary to the n2turs'of that Ordinance of © 
Chriſt , andto the old Acts of General Aſſemblies: Their 


| | making merry', and their inſolent carriage , at the News of 


any proſperous ſucceffe of the Popiſh'and Malignant: Ar- 


|. mies in any of theſe Kingdomes: Their drawing of Parries 


and Factions, to rhe weakning of the common Urion: Their 


| (pregdiogor Informations ,” Vhat Uniformitie in Religian, 
F and the 


resbyrerial Government , 1s not intended bythe 
Parliament of England:Their Endeavours, Informiarions, & 


* Sollicitations,rending ro weaken the heartsXhands of others 


ind to make ther$withold their ailiſtance from rhis Work. 
Lerthis ſort' of boſome Enemies , and dis-affeted Per 
ſons, be well marked, rimely diſcovered', and carefully 


_ avoided, leſt they infutethe poiſon of their ſeducing Coun. 


jels. into the mindes of others : Wherein let Miniſters be 
'aithful, and! Presbyteries vigilantand unpartial ,- as rhey 


4 * 1}Lanſwerthe contrary to GOD , and to the GenerajA(- 
| {embly, ortheir Commilſlioners. | 


The cauſeandthe dangers thereof being thus evidenced; 
unlefle men will blot our of cheir hearts rhe love of Religion, 
and the Cauſe of GOD, and caft ot all care of their Coun- 
trey, Lawes , Liberties, and Eftares, yea, all natural 
afſection to the preſervation of themſelves, rheir Wives, ' 
Children, and Friends, and whatſoever 1s deareſt rorhem 
under the Sun ( all theſe being in the viſible danger of a pre- 
fentruine and deſtrudtion ) they muſt now or neverappear 
aftively , cach-one ſtretching himſelf to, yea beyond his- 


. power It is no time to dally , nor go abour the buft- 


nefſe by halfes, nor by almoſt , but altogecher zealous 2 Cur- 
ſed be he that doth the VVorkof the Lord neziagently , or dealet5 


ſalſly in the Covenant of God. If we have beenſo forward to 


allift our Neighbour Kingdomes , ſhall we negleR ro defend 
our own? Or ſhall the Enemies of GO D-'be more aftive 
the Work being ſo far _—_— » ſhall now miſe carry 1 
3s 25 = 


we 


oe 
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and failinour hands, our own conſciences ſhall condemns 
us., and | 67 wu ſhall gurſe us: Bur if wee ſtand ſtourly. 
and ſtedfa 
bands, and al Generations shall callus bleſied : 

- L=t Miniſters ſtir up others by free and fairhful preaching, 
_ and by admoniſhng every one of his duty » as there ſhall be 
eccaſfion: And it it ſhalf be che lot of any of them to fall 
under the power of the Enemy , let them through the 
ſtrength of Ghriſt, perſevere intheir integrity, choo inf af, 
fiction rarher then fin. glorifying GO D, atid not fearing, 
what Fleſh can donnco them. 2 

Ler our Armies beware of ungodlineſſe, and worldly 
luſts , living godly , ſoberly , and righteouſly , avoiding 
all ſcaodalous carriage, which may give occaſion ro others . 
to think the worſe of their Cauſe and Covenant, and rememe. 
bring that the,eyes of GOD, Angels, and Men are upon }. 
them : Finally , renouncing all confidence in their own 
ftrengrh, kill, valour, and number, and truſting only ro the | 
' God of the Armies of Iſrael , who hath fought , and will fight 
for them, 

Let all ſorts both of high and low degree in this King= 
dome, call tro minde rheir Solemne Covenants , and pay 
their vows tothe moſt High ; and namely, that Article of 
our firſt Covenant, which obligerh us not ro ſtay nor hinder 
any ſuch Reſolution, as by common conſent ſhall be found 
to conduce for the ends of the Covenrnr , but by all lawfull 
means to further and promovethe ſame 3 Which lyeth as a 
bound upon peoples conſciences, readily to obey ſuch ors: 
ders , and willingly to under go ſuch burdens, as by rhe 
publick and common reſolution of the Eſtares of Parhlia- 
ment, are found neceſſary for the proſecution of the War 3. 
conſidering that the Enemy cannot bee ſuppreſſed wirhour 


2 competent number of Forces , and Forces cannor be kept | 


together without maintenance 5 and maintenance cannor 


be had without ſuch publick Burdens; Which however. 
for the preſent, not joyous; bur grievous , yer it ſhall be. 
no griet of heart afterwards , even unto the common ſort ,, . 
that rhey have given ſome part of their neceſſary hivelyhooky 
| | - for. 


ſly ts it , the pleafure of the Lord chal proſper in our 'l| 


VEE” 7. ; odds 5c aa 


for aſſiſting ſogeod a work. Irtis far from our thoughts , 


. that the pinchihg of ſome , ſhould make. others ſuperfly- 
'S ouſly to abound: ;Itis rather to bee expected of the richer 


ſort, that they will ſpare and defalk » nor anely the pride 
and ſuperfluity , both of apparel and dier, buralloa parr 
of their lawful allowance in theſe things » to'contribure the, 
ſame asafree will off:ring, beſide what chey are obhged 
to, by Law orpublick Order, after the exampleof godly 
Nehemiah , who for the ſpace of cwelve years, while the 
walls of Jeruſalem werea building , did noreatrae bread of 
the Goyernour , that hee might ealeby ſo much rhe Peoples 
Burthens and Bondage. £-- : 

| In our laſt Covenant , there 1s another Article which 
(withour the oblivion or neglect of any of the reſt ) we 
with may be well remembred ar this rime z namely, Tha: 
we ſhallaffilt and defendall that enter into this Leaguean1 
Covenant, in the maintaining and purſuing thereof an4 
ſhall not ſuffer our ſclyes , directly or Hadiredil » by what- 
ſoever Combination , Perſwaſion , or Terror, to bn divi- 
dedand wirhdrawne from this bleſſed Union and Conjun- 
Gtion, whether to make defection to the contrary part, 0 c 
to give our ſelyes toa deteitable indifferency or neurralir / 
in this Cauſe: According to which Article, .mens Reality 
and. integrity in the Covenant , will be manifeſt and demon - 
ſtrable as well by their omiſſions, as by their commullions; 
as well by their not doing good » as by their doing of evil; 
He that is not with us; is agamſt us; and he that gatbereth not;wits 
us ſcattereth, Whoever he be that will not, according tojpu= 
þlick order and appointment; adventure his perſon, or ſend 
out theſe that are under his power, or pay the Contributions 
impoſed for the maintenance of the Forces » mutt be taken 
for an Enemie, Malignant, and Covenant-breaker, and 


| ſoinvolved both into the diſpleaſure of G O D » and Cen=. 


ſures of the Kirk , and nodoubt into civil puniſhmears alſo 
to be:tnflicted by rhe State, | [Sign 

 Andit any ſhall prove ſountowardand perfidious, the:r 
ini1quitie ſhall beupon themſelvrs, and they sþall bear thzir 
punicbment: : Deliverance and good ſaccelle thall follo V 
| | , hoc 
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Thoſe who with purpoſe of heart cleaye unto the Lord , and * 


Whoſz hearts are upright toward his glory, When wee look 
| bxckupor ae great things which GOD hath doneforus, 
anal our fornzr deliverances. our of ſeveral dangers and dif- 
ficaltz:s which app=ared ro us inſuperable , experience breeds 
bopt: Aniwh:a w2 confider how in the midift of all our 
torrows and preſſures, rhe Lord our God hath givenus anaile in 
bs holy plae2 , aad hath lightned our eyes with the dzfireable 
and b2aucifal ſight of his own glory in his Temple, we take 
{: tor an argument thathe hath yer thoughrs of peace , and a 
purpole of mercy toward us; Though for a jmall moment he hath 
forſaten us ,, yet with great mercies h: will gather us s tee hath 
lifred up our Enemies ,- thar their fall may be th? grearer, 
- andthat he maycaſtthem downe into deſolarion for ever. Ars- 
ſe,and let us be doing 3 The Lord of Hoſts ts with us, the God of #aco 
vs our Refitze, | | y 


es "IR 


AZ againſt Lykwakes, 


Hereas the corrupt Cuſtome of Lykwakes hath foſter 
We: both Superſtition and Profanitie through;rhe Land 
This preſent Aſſembly Diſcharges the ſame inzrime com; 
ming ? And appoints Presbyteries To take ſpeciall care fo- 
tryingand cenſuring the Tranſgreſtors of this Act. within 
their ieveral Bounds." 


BO? 


AF recommending #0 Seſſions To have the 
: Printed As of Aſcemblic. 


J** General Aﬀembly , cenſidering how neceſfarit is, 
© That every Seſſion in a Pariſh have the Attsof the Al 
ſembly for their uſe , Porh therefore ſeriouſly recommend 
to every Pariſhand Seilion To buy the Printed As of the 

I | Aſſembly. 


—_— 


/ 


: 
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| Aſſembly; and Ordains Presbyteries To crave account he- 


| 


* 


1 


' 


reof from every Miniſter ,: þefore their goingto Previn- - 


ciall Aſſemblies : And likewiſe, Fhat every Proyinciall 
aſſembly, crave account from Presbyteries in their 
trials, if every Seflion be ſo. provided, and that they rrp 
the diligence » of Presbyreries and Miniſters ' uſed for thag 


eftet, 


lence batin 


\ 


———— 


1 3. Februar. 1645. Poſtmeridiem. 
Seſff, Ulr. 


| AZ for cert furing the Obſervers of 11 ule. day , 


and other ſuperſtitious dayes , . eſpecially if 
they be Schollars, 


ln the _ - RD 
” 


THe General Afembly taking to their conſideration , 


= The manifold Abuſes, Profanitie , and Superſtitions , 


| committed: on Yule-day and ſome other ſuperſtitious dayes . 


following.» Have unanimouſly concluded , and hereby Or- 
dains » That whatſoever Perſon or Perſons hereafter ſhall 
be found. guilty in keeping of the foreſaid ſupeeſtitious 
dayes, ſhall be proceeded. againſt by Kirk Crates: anJ 
ſhall make their publick Repentance therefore in the face 
of the Congregation where the offence is committed 3 And 
that Presbyteries and Provinciall Synods Take particular. 
notice. how Miniſters try and cenſure Delinquents of this 


kinde, within the ſeverall Parochines. And becauſe Schol=. 


lars andStudents give great ſcandal and offence in'this, That 
.they (being found gm! 5) be ſeyerely diſciplined and chaſti- 
ſed therefore by their Maſters: And in cafe the Maſters of 


| Schools or Colledges be acceſlorie to the ſaid ſuperſti- 


tious profanitie, by their connivence , 'granting of libert 


-. of Vacance to their Schollars ar that rime , orany time 
, thereafter , .in compenſation thereof,, That the Maſters be 
(promones by the Miniſters of the. Place co compeir before 


the next enſuing Generall Afembly., there to be- 


. cenſured according to their rreſpasſe ; Ard if Leckol 
; 


: -lars 


4 


, 
1 
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Lars. (being guilty } refuſe toſubject themſelves ro Car- 
redion, or be Fugitives from Diſcipline , Thar they be 
not'received in any other Schoole or Colledge within the 
Kingdom, | 


—— _ — A— 


<np__— a "a> VI 


_ 


N reſpe&t of the paucitie of men, fit and willing to proe 

| Divinitie in the Schooles , by reaſon that few frame 
their ſtudies that way, The Generall Aﬀembly thinks it fits 
Thar the Provincials diligently conſider and try who within 
their Bounds moſt probably may bee for a Profeflion in the: 
Schooles, And report their names tothe following Gene« 
Tall Aſſembly , that ſuch may be ſtirred up and encouraged 
by the Generall Aſſembly, to compoſe and frame their ſtu- 
G1es , thar they may be fir for ſuch places. 


et oe 


» AF for reflraining Abuſes at 
Pennie Brydals, ang + 
| wg Generall Afembly, .confidering the great profi- 


nitte and ſeyerall Abuſes which uſually fal forth ar Pen- | 


nie-Brydals;proving fruitfulSeminaries of all laſciviouſneſſe 
and debauſherie , as well by rhe exceſſive number of peopie 
conveened. therete , as by the extortion of rhem therein, 


-and licentiotiſnefle therear, To the "om diſhonour of 


'God,, the ſcandall of our Chriſtian Profeſſion , and prejur 


dice of the Countreys welfare 3 Therefore they Ordain- 


every Presbyterie in this Kingdome » To take ſuchſpecial 


. care for reſtraining theſe Abuſes flowing from the canſes' 
 Foreſaid , asthey ſhall think fit in their ſeverall bouds reſpee* 


vive: And'totakeaſtrift accomprt of every Minffter 


Scion of their obedieece tothe Qrdinance of rhe Pre by- (| 


/ *, 
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AF for encouragement of Schollars to Pro- 
 feſſnmns mSchooles. F 
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. | terie thereamne ; at the Vibtation of every Pariſh Kirk in 


their Bounds. 


—————— 


AT Diſcharging depoſed Miniſters tobe 
reponed to their formey Places. | 


He Generall Aſſembly, confidering the manifold pre- 
judicesredounding to the Kirk in Generall, and private 
Congregations {in particnlar;through the reſtoring of Mini- 
\ſters -once depoſed to the ſame places wherein formerly 

they ſerved: Asalſo, how derogatorie it would prove to the, 
weight of that ſentence of Depoſition; Do rherefore ordain, 

that no Miniſter depoſed , ſhallbe reſtored again into thar 


' | place where formerly he ſerved. 


"a "8 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for the publick 
| A Fig S1t's of the Kirk, | 


Tc General Aſſembly taking to'their confideration, Thar 
. In reſpect thegreat Work of Uniformitie in Religiou in 
Al his Majeſties dominions , isnoryerperfetted , ( rhough 
by the Lords blefling rhere isa good progreſle made in the 
ſame) there is a necefliy of renewing the Commiſſions 
Food formerly forproſecuting and. perfeRing:that Fen 
Work ; Doe therefore Renew the Power and Commtiion 
granted for the publick Affairs of the Kirk by the Generall 
Aſſembly, held in$. Andrews inthe year 1642. upon the 
fifth day of Augult poſe meridiem, Scf; x2. And by the Gene= 


{ all Afemblyheldim- Edinburgh in the year :643;upon the 
| 29. day of Auguſt», Seff, »{t. And by the, late Generall- Af 


{embly held ar Edinburgh in the year 1644. upon the third 


{| of June, Seff: 6.' to-the Perſons afternamed , v5z. My 4n® 


Sew Ramſey, My: Hlexan- Henderſon, ir Robert Douglas , Mr 
Filien, Coloil , MrWilkam Bennet, Mr Gong Gulleſpwo » | 
"Mr 7 þ Oſwald ! Mr Mungo Law , Mr. Rover, Lawn » 


My 


Pd 
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My 7chn Adamſmm, D. Jobn Sharp , Mr George Leflit, M 
Lnarew Fairſer le, Mr David Calderwood , Mr Andrew. Blacks | 


hall , Mr James Fleeming » Mr Robert Ker , Mr fobn Mac- |, 
ghie, Vir Tohn Dalyell , Mr 4ndrew-- Stevenſon , Mr Robert 
L audcr , Mir James Rebertſun,, Mr Patrick'Sibbatd,, Mi Rubert Þ 


Caron, Mr Alex. Spittall. Mr Alex. Dichiſon- Mr fames Smith,Mr | 
Fobn Gibbiſon,, Mr.Fames Sym on, Mi Ephraim Melvill, Mr. 
Alex. Somcrvell, Mr Roberz t liot, Mr George Benner, Mir Robert 
B/air.” Mr David Forree, Mr Arthur Mortoun, Mr Samnel Rt- 
therfwrd, D. Alex. Colvill. Mr Andrew Berner, Mr j:mes Wedazr«, 


burn. Mr Walter Greg, Mr Tohn Moncreiff, Mr-Tohn Smith; Mr F 


Frederick Carmichaell , Mr Patrick Giheſpie , Mr Fobn Dincan's 
Mr Fames Sibbald,, Mr Robert Bruce, Mr fohn Hume a: Eccles, 
Mr Mungo Dalyelt , Mr Alex Kinneir,, Mx Thomas Ramfay, Mr 
William Turnbull, Mr tames Guthrie, Mr Thomas Donaldſou, Mr 
PV illiam Tameſon, 'Mr David Flttcher, Mi Andrei Dunkiſon , Mr 
R obert Murray , Vir David Weemes, Mr Jobn Hall,” Mr Jobn 
Freebarn, Mr David Drummor:d at C ref, vir George Murray ,Mr 
HenryGuthrie, Mr Rotert Wright, Mr Andrew Jaffray, Mr Ber: 
nard Sanderſon, Mr Alex. Tran, Mr Thomas Chalmers, Mr 4n- 


drew Lawder , Mr Hngh Hender/on, Mr }ohn. Levingſtoun, Mr | 


James Blair, Mr James. Bonar, Mr John Burne, Mr John Bell, "Mr 
Pugh Mackale, Mr Matthew Birshane, Mr David Elphingſtoun\,' 
Mr Pavid Dickſon , Mr George Young, D. Jobn Strang , Mc 
Robert Baillie , Mr Patrick Sharp, Mr Rabert Birnie, Mr 
EvauCamron , Mr George Symmer at: Megle , Mr Andrew: | 
L annie , Mr George Fogo , Mr David Strachan , "Mr 7 
Cane , Mr William More , Mr VViliiam Davidſon , Mr' | 
Paterſen, Mr VVilliam Taffray, Mr T pomas Mitchell, MrGtorye 
Cumnmn, Mr ]oſeph Frodie, MrWillam Lawder ; "Mx Davi 
 Roffe,” Mr Ferqubard Macklenan, Miniſters 3'' And Arihbald 
Marqueſſe of Argyle, John Earle of Crawfurd - Lindſay, 
Alexander Earle of Eglintoun , VViliam Earle of Glenearne, 


E216 of Tullibarcin, 'Jobn Earle of Lauderdale, James Earle 


of-Arinzndale , VVitiam Earle of Lothian,” Jomes Earle" qf 


Oueenesberry, VVidiam Earle of Dalhotifie 5 VYillawsTarle || - 


of Laneriekz 4rchhghd Ford Avgns go eb oky,  Y at 
, | Fo 


Fd 


Fleck; Mr Patrick *Lyon , "Mt John Lindſay , Mr Syipeflet | 


WL 
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+" inigrli ap 4 
Vicount of Arbuthner ; fu! Vicount of Frendraught's 4 
Alexander Lord Carleys, James Lord Johnſtoun, John Lor# 
| Yeſter, cn Lord Balmerino, ' Allaander Lord Balcarrass 
John Lord Loure, fobn Lord wo , Sir Patrick Hepburn 

3 ox Wauchtoun , Sir John Hope of Craighall , Sir «Archbald 


Jabnftoun of Wariftoun , Sir David Humeof Weddetburn , 
ir Frederick Lyo® of Brigcoun » Sir Alexander - Aresks 
Dun , Sir Alexander Fraſer of ee Sir VVilliam wil 


& 


Lammingroun., TA adding of Glenneg! 
Thomas Ruthven of Freelabd Fnaryy.- Macdou all of Garth« - 
| Jand,, .Sir Alexander Murray of Blackbarronie VViliam 
Drummond of Rickartoun , Sir V//lliiam Scot of Hardin » Sir 
Andrew Ker of Greenhead , Sir /Villiam Stuart of - 
Sir Alexander Schaw of Sauchie , Alexander Brodie of that Ics s 
Mr wx 4 Hume of Kimmerjame, Sir Jobn Synch, Mr: 
nder-Colviil Juſtice Depute , Fobn Binnie , «Archbald $ Sydſerf , 
Laurence Honderſon, James Stuart ,:Eilbere Sommereell,, \o 
| Semple, Mr Rybert Barclay, Patrick Leſlie , James Law Mr 
4. | Robert Cuningbame ,” Geags Garden , VVilliem Glendunning -El- 
ders. Andtor diſcharging the faid Commiſſion , Appoints 
ix | the perſons aforeſaid, or any nintecne of them , whereof 
ir | fificen ſhall be Miniſters , to meet ar Edinburgh:upon the 
>. | 14. of this moneth of February and. upon the econd Weds 
| neſday of May , Auguſt, November , -and of February 
next to come, and upon any other day, or io any other 
o- | Placerhey fhall thiok meer. Giving unto them fullpower 
+ | and Commitliao todoall and every thing for proſecuting , 
s | | advancing, perfeCling, and bringing: the ſaid Work of | 
1 niformity in Religion in al his Majeſties Dominions to a 
2 | happy conclufien » conforme to the former Commiſſions- 
, gravid by the ſaids Aſſemblies thereanent : And furthe: 
Fc enewes tothe Perſonsafore- named , rhe power conta 
ed inthe Atef the ſaid Aſſembly , 1643: Intituled ,  Ares._ 
ference to the 90-58. anent the Perſons defigned to repair tothe 
. Kingdom of E As alſo the power contained 10 two 
| ſeveral Acts of th zidlateA fembly 1644. Seſs,{6- made A- 
ers of the Covenant, and , For ſending Mi 
' With fullpower to them; 40 treatand 
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| red unto'thern by this Aſſembly , as fally and freely ; av iÞ. | 
the ſame were here particularly as wed with = ample | 
power as\aty Commiſſion of former Genceral' Asſemblies 
tarh bad » or been tn uſe of before ;* They þeingalwayes for | 
theirwhole proceedings countable ro , and cenſurable by the Þ 
aext General Asſembly. | Þ3F 


- 


—_ ” KN 


Renovation of the Commiſſion to the Per ſong | 
| appointed £0 repair to the Kingdom, of Eng- 41 
land , for proſecuting rhe Treaty of 
| Uniformitie in Religion. | 
He Generall Alſembly , Taking ro therr confideration; | 
Amano Gaby, Dibleg Religion in all his Ma- | 
yeltics Deminions 1s. por yer perfetted , . though by rhe 


Lords 'blefling there is a:good progrefle made in the ſame, 
-Do therefore - nd abs. Commmiſion granced 


"26 the Perſons formerly{nominare by. rhe ewo preceding | 
 Aﬀemblies , and: by their CommiGtoners fitting .at Edige | 
-burgh,//for proſecuting;the ſaid Treatic of Uniformitic with | 
-the Heneurable Houſes of the Parliament of England, and | 
'the Reverend Afl-zmbly of Diviges there, orany Commir- | 
" xecs appointed by chem. Giving unto them full power F 
- t6d0 all and 'every thing which may advance , perfeat; } 
and bring the [ſaid Treattc to an happy ' concluſion cofls 
formeto the former Commiſſions granted to them therege 
4 nent. THATYE : 


FbeGeneral Afemblies Anfiver to the Right | 
Eo * - Reverend the Aſſembly of Divines in the Kirk - | 
oe be Reverend and welbeloped ta the Lard Jefit, 
aA Midl che mavifold troubles in which this Kings 


-* :Abath been involved, and under which it Nl laboureJj 
ity we greatly rejoyced when it was reſtibod unto bYuey.” 


L 


7 $48.7 —y > 
Uribe: iu 
| Gifreveren#Brethien ;/ and under your tands in your Let- 
ter, and theſe Papers by them preſented tous from you', 
whar progrefſe you had made in the-nmchdefired Work of 
]. Uniformirie; andacknowledge, thar the ſame harb cowfurted 
gis conterning orr woth and toile of our hands, and feemerh to usas 
an olive branch, to prognofticate the abating of the waterss 
which overflew the face of the Earth. ' © - 5 
: - Whea we conſider, that you have walked inparkes une 
8 | fuall, which! have not been haunted by Travellerscheres 
"4 as thepublick way; rhough pointed our as an, m< way 
\| by rhe Reformed Kitks , we do not wonder that you have 
| carefully adveiretin every fteproſer foot upon fure groutids | 

' When we beholdchar ſtrong and high treeof :Epiſcopaci8 
'Þ ſodeeply rooted by continnance of rime. nor topped of the 
> hes, and the ſiumpe of the roos leſt muhe Earth , with 4 
- | - dund of 04. andbrafſe, bur piucktup bythe roow; Wedo 
 Confelle thar the Carpemers - though prepared havea bard 
task-, requiring time rohew it down, and roocitup: And 
_y when we call to mindehow much the Service=Book hack 
nn | beencryed upasche: only way of GODS Worſhip» how 
th | many chereby bave had their wealth ;-and how difficill iris 
od þ | to forgoe theagcuſtomed way; Weadmire the powerand 
2. | wiſdom of the good GOD who hath proſpered you im 
or $ Your Way , and led you this length , through ſo many 
&, } Rirairs, and over fo many difficulties in ſo troublous 2 


wmmne. 4 ; #v 

_,” Wedo for our part got only admitand allow; bur moſt 

heartily and gladly embrace the Direory of Worſkip, as2 

— | common Rule for the Kirks of GOD intherhree King=- 
| doms;, now more ftraitly and firmly united by the folemne 

bj League and Covenant; And we doall in one voice'bleſle 

_ } theLord, who harhputir in the tearrs;/ firſt ; of the Re-- 
j verend, Learned, and Pious Aﬀembly of Divines and 
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{ then, ofthe MonourableHouſesof Parliamenc, Fo agree” 
4} upon ſuch a Direory as doth reniove:' wilat is none of 
BY Z Pais - aud protiees the purity of all hiszOrdinances » to-- 
oy ance with Uniformiry and Peace iti-the Kirk. ' Only we: 
ure $ 'haverhought neceffiry , to declare and make known, Thias 
fury ys Claply inthe Dire®ory for the adminiſtration of the: 
oo et” 4, : T - Lads 
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Lords Suppdt; which appointerh the Tabletobe fo plies | 
tharthe Commynicants may orderly firabout it,-orat its | 
" DOtto'be interpretedsas'if inthe judgement of this Kiak 16 - 
*wereindifferent for any of the Communicants not tO come . 
toand: receive atthe Table; or as if we did approve the .di- 
Atributing ofthe Elements by the Miniſtersro eachGommus 
© _ icant, & not by the Commnnicants among themſelves: In 
which particulars we ſtill conceive and beleevethe order 8 
iceof our own Kirk;To be moſt agreeable & ſutablerd 
the Wordoof G OD, the example of our Eord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and the nature of that Heavenly Feaſt arid Table, Never- 
thelefle,- in other particulars we have reſolved, and de 
agree, todo as ye havedcfiredus in your Leiter > Thatis'y 
not ro be tenaciousof old Cuſtoms, though lawfull in theme : 
ſelves , and nos condemned in this DireQory , bur to lay 
thera afide for the nearer Uniformitie with the Kirk of Enge 
land , now nearer and dearer ro ns than ever before; A. 
Blefling ſo -mmch eſteemed , and ſo: earneſtly longed for a- 
monigits , that rather than ir faile on our part , we.do moſt 
wilingly part with ſuchpractices and cuſtoms of our own , 
as may be parted with ſafely , and withour the violation of 
any of: Chriſts Ordinances , or treſpaſſing againſt} Scrip- 
turall Rules ,. or our ſolemne Covenants. 

Wedo inlike manner agreeto, and approve the Prope- 
firions touching Kirk- government and Ordination 3. and 
have given power to oar Commiſſioners who are to meetin: 
Edinburgh , to 2greeto , 'and conclude -in-our 'Name an 
_ _Unijformutie therein, bertwixt the Kirks in both Kingdoms, ' 
ſo ſoon as the ſame ſhall be without any ſubſtantiall altera-.. 
' tion Ratified by an Ordinance of the Honourable Hous, 
ſes of the Parliament of England Es toour AR of 
Approbation ſent ro-our Commiſſioners with you. "24 

- As for the returning of our Commiſſioners 5 t che-- 
counſel and afſiſtance of our Reverend Brethren mighthe of : | 
gooduſero us ſh theſe difficulr. times ,, and their particular: . 

tions and imploytritnts importune the ſtay 6f. theſe who ; 
are. come untous, and the returne ef theſe whoſtay with 
you> yet preferring the publick goody and.leoking: upon 
the profit may redound unto all by their continuing Jo: 
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eAfembly , 1645- +253 
"pon, we havefatisfied your defire:j& renewed their commii(- 
 flon;Praying GOD they:may (rw are confident they thall) 

' prove anſwerable tofour truſt, and 6 your E ton. 
Concerning one Confeſſion of Faith"; and Forme of 
- Catechiſme, we apprehend no great Aificultie ; And to 
«that which remains ro be perfected in the matter of Kirk-! 
awernment, wedb6 beleeve, and both yau'and we 
*experience, that there is no word impoſſible with puree, oy 

that bath begun & go0d work among you , willal rm org 

good pleature. © Go oninthe Lord yo tos 
Epirizoſtruth lead you in alltruth : The Goto Fees end pr 
thacbrought again dead our Lord Fefus that great Shepherd / 
the bloed of the everlafting Covenane, & by him 


pared tne Ir; in you, Ty Pr - - 
 whwebzs well pleaſing in hit fi Is een, oe 
dyough Jeſus Chriſt our hs ea free jp 


| Edinburgh ig Feb, | L 13 ; 
1645s: Subſcribed i in name ofthe Generafl 
Aflembly: of the Kirk. of Scot- 
land, bythe. Moderator x _ 

Aſſembly. | ret x 
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The humble Remonſtrance of the Generall Aſs 
ſambly of the Kirk of Scotland y mer ar Edinburgh: 
'\ _vhet3. day of February," 1645+ 1.9 


5 eur Record ison high , and our conſciences within i: 
bear us witneſſe', ſo the many former Supplicarions ang' , 
Remonſtrances to your Majeſtic, fromthis Kirk and Kinge 
dome , our folenine Covenants , arid:the whole cours 

our procecdi "from time to " tiiis ih the/pro ation 
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Lo your wn —_— our loyaltie and faithful ſb: 

10, and how. farour intentionsare from the diminucipn 

of your M ele] juſt Power and Gteatnefſe; And alchaugh 

x The xcceſle o Fay of qur humble addreſſes rg your Maje- 

v0 ath been -{ych as did fruſtrate our defires po hopes, 

this hath noe bloced ourot gur hears our. loyaltie , fo 

Eons her, a0 efore God and the World; but itss ſNill.oux 

ouls abt: OUT, Prayer to Godfor yous that your 

ty may proſperquſly fe2-aga over this 

your 2» dagpM) Narive King Cap Ag oyer (Gen ed 
plans Aon e6es ed o Glas 

hed 


aroin Gen 
= Mantra N and Commons this "Lo rg 
Cavceraing the preſtng. aflition of this Nation, and their 
x0E the (ame 3 $0Then wecall to minde , tha 

—_ notthe per ſons of men » and that the grear- 
glt are gps ro be winkedat in their fins,s, We allwce onr ſels 
| bro that chebeſt and moſt reall reſtimony which we can 
iveatthis preſent, ofthe tenderneſſeand uprightnefſe of 
ur affetion ro-your Majeſties true Happinefſe1s thisour | 
Homble and faichfull Rep reſentation of your Majeſties great 
and growing dangers , Ind rhe cauſes thereof; Of which 5 
If we ſhould be filen& our conſciences would condemne = 
_ 5» and the ones themſelves would pmmediatly ery oue. 

The troubles of our hearts are enlarged, & our fear increa- 
ſed pe Mace peecrni thac yourPeoples par 
fence ts above meaſure terapred, & is like a Cart preſt down 
with ſheaves , and' ready! = break 2 while as beſide many 
ex deſignes andendeayours tebrinj deſolation and de- 
on upon ts, {which were (and we truſt all of char - 
Linde fl be) Leaks marvellousand: — 67es providence 
© covered 8nd .difappai ur Countrey is now 

Infeſted, the blood of divers Wh _— ſpilt , and 


of moſtbarbarauisand horrid crue ain 
Y 75s pos ro Ih Rebels EE chews x omplices 
20-14 under the conduc. of ſuch as have 


T: mo from your. Majeſtic. 
full both to. God and to your 
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Aſſembly, 1645: 295 
witely greater than thar of your Peoples dilpleaſure> The« 
peforame the ſervants ofthe oft high G0 D-, andyou 


your 
' Majeſties moſt loyall Subjes in the humility and grief of 


our hearts , fall down before your. Throne, and in the 
Nameof our Lord and Maſter JESUS- CMRIST, 
who $hall jadge the world in rghteouſneffe, : bach great 
and (mall, and in the Name of this whole Nationall Kirk, 
which we repreſeor, We make bold to warn your: | 


© xeely,, that the guile which cleavech faſt to your Majeſly 


and to your Throne, isſuch , as { whatſogver flattering 
preachers » orunfairifull counſellours may-fay tothe con» 
ny if nor timely repented, cannot but involve your 
Selt and ow Poſteriry under the wrath of AW EIAY 
GOD, Feryour being guiltie of the sheddingofthe:blood 
of many thouſands of your Majeſties beſt Subjects 3 For 
your permitting the Mafſe, and other Idolatry , borh in 
your own Family and in your Dominioss ; For your autho» . 
rizing by the Book of Sports theprofariation of the Lords 

Day ; For yeur not punishing of publick ſcandals, and 


much SI in, & about your Courtz For theshut- 


tiogs youreares from the humble and juſt defires of your 
fairhfull Subjefts ; For your complying too aanch with the 
Popiſh' party many wayes, and namely , by concluding 
the Ceflation of Armes in Ireland , and your embracing the 
counſels of thoſe who have not fer BQD nor your good 
before their eyes 3 For your refifting and; oppoſing this 
Cauſe , which fo much concerneth the glory of GOD, 
your own honourand happinefle,, andthe peace and- ſafetie 
of your Kingdomes ; and for what other canſes your Maje- 


_ #ſty1s moſt conſcious,” and may beſt judge-and ſearch your 


al 1tis high time for your Majeſty to fall down at the 
foo fthe King of Glory» ts acknowle, gereureliagce 
ely, ro make your peace with-G O D' throz 

CHRIST, ( whoſe bloed is able to washaway 
your great finne) and to be a0 longer unwilling that the Son 


own conſcience ( nor would we-haye mentioned any party. 
TH they had not been pablike and knowne. ) For 
whi 
eſt 


__ 


h-govegnment and. Worſhip. T 
goVvey - Fn ; 
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. things if your Myjeſty do, it ſhall be no grief of heartunts: 
goa-tfurwatds lenny ts releryed 'for: you, and you 
ſhall finde favour with G O-D, and-with your People, 
ami wichall the Churches of Chriſt ; Bur if your Majeſty 
refuſe ro: kearket co this wholſome coniell ewhnch the 
Lord forbid) we have diſcharged our own conſciences , 
we'take GOD and Men to witneſſe That we are blame« 
leſſe of the ſad Conſequences which may follow, and we 
| thallwait upon the Lord, who , when he maketb+nquifition 
for blood, will not forget the cry of the humble. In the mean while, 
beſeeching your Majeſty to rake notice Thar we are not 
Kaggering or fainting through diffidence of the ſucceſlef 
this Cauſe and Covenant of the three Kingdoms, unto 
which, as G O D hathalready given manifold Teftimonies 
of his favour and blefling ; ſoit is our: ftedfaſt and unſhaken 
confidence, that this is the Work and Cauſe of GOD; 
which ſhall'glorioufly prevail againſt all oppoſition, and 
From whick:, with the asfiſtance of the-grace of GOD , 
we ſnall never ſuffer our ſelves ro be divided or withdrawn 
bur ſhall zealouſly and conftantly in our feverall Vocations, 
endeavour with our Eſtates and Lives, the purſuing and 
promovingthereof. $05 SECS bo 
. \ Fhatwhich we have concluded concerning Uniformity 
in Religion berween both Kingdoms, is:to be humbly of- 
feted to your Majeſtie from the Commisfioners of this _ 
Kingdom , for your Royall Confentand Ratification, Al- 
though your Majeſtie was notpleaſed-to vouchſafe us rhe 
preſence of your Commisfioner ; according ro the ſupplt- 
catienof the Commisfſioncrs of the preceeding Generall Af- 
Jembly, yer we have proceeded with as much reſpect ro 


. your Mijeſties honour; and as much remembrance of our 


ditty> as tf your Royall Perſon had been preſent in the mids 
of-us: -And we ſhall $ill continie our Prayers for you, 
_-that+-G O D would graciouſly incline your | heart to the 
counſels of Truth and Peace , and grant unto your Mijeſtie 
along and happy Raign-,-that we may live under you a pe. 
aceable and quiet life," 40 all Godlinefſe and Honeftie, : 
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| misfioners & London. . 
Reverend and beloved Brikkgen , | 


y 


#THeſe iweer Fruits of your lofty continue 


us at thistime by rheſe rwo of. your number, 
were pleaſed to ſend, were received by us wh 


our $euls defire , in tharſo much longed for., fo much pra». 
yed for happy Uniformaty jof theſe Kirks.and Kingdoms: 
And an evident Demonſtration to us , that the Lord hath. 
not, even inthistime of his ſeen and felt. diſpleaſure, fo 
covered hinitelf with the cloud of hisanger , that. our Pra=. 
yersſhould not paſſerhrough. - | 
The great and main difficulties through which the Lord. 
harh carried this Work, as we do acknowledge +. ofighs 
' mainly to be madeuſeof, forthe praiſe and glory of his 
power, who is the great Worker of all our worksforusz © 
| $0 your overcoming of themis to us no ſmall Demonſtras | 
tion of your zeal, wiſdom , and faithfulnesſc, which with= 
out great 1njurie both tothe Lord the prime Worker, and 
2 you his inſtruments, we cannot butacknowledge , .hath 
been-much manifeſted in the whole managing of this work 


in your hands. fas 4 


The full anſwer to all the particulars you write of 1n your 
Letters, we leave to the Relation of thoſe that come from 
| you, andarenowappointed toreturnto you : Andaswith 


, much chankfulnesſe we acknowledge your fideliry in whas 


ye have done already; ſo we have againrener edFfour Com- 
miſlian for the continuance of your Imploymentahere, for - 
the perfeGting of the Work ſo happily begun : Fer the furs 


thering whereof, as we ſhall not be wantingin eur prayers 
to GOD for his bleſſing apon your kbours , ſo for you 

h ip and afliſtance , we. have appointed a commiſſion to fit 

, | at Edinburgh, ro whichat all occafions you may. haveyour 

| Frcourlſe, as theexigence of the Work Qallrequize: Hay 


— 
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ave it rather 


— . myou, was tous, we 

ao theirrelation at theie return ; being car and eye witneſs | 
ſes to the manifold expreflions of our joy 'and gladnesſe,: 
ahen offer ro repreſent itto you ina Letter: The Act here» 


with ſent, and ordained to be prefixed unco the DireQory , 
will fufficieacly declare our hearty approbation of ir: Our 
J alſo eoncerning the propoſitions of Government 
and Ordinetion , and our carneft defire ro have the Work of 
Paiformiry promoved one 7 oa inthat parcicular alfo , 
will appear to you by the other AQ which herewich you will 
xeceive: Our zeal and defire ro have that Work fully clofed 
with ſo much harmonie as becometh the work of GOD», 


_ willappearto you tn ourreſolution and anſwer to that parti- 


cular inthe point of Excommunicatien, concerning which 


write, 

Theſe particulzr differences hinted in the Asſemblies 
Lerter , foruniformitie with that Kirk ſo much endeared tq 
as, we have reſolved to lay afide, and bave taken courſe 
for preſerving harmonie amongſt our felves» whereof our 
Brethren: will give _—_ particular account. Aneant 
your defire of My Alex arfler Henderſon his attending the Trea« 
my we are confident erc this you have received our reſg. 
rion. 


- "Amidſt the many difficulties wherewith ic pleaſerh the 
Lord to prefieus;as we thought ic neceſſar to publiſh and 


Kingdom 5 concern epreſcentzffiition of this Nation, 
2nd their fins procuring the fame ;-So we chought ir incume 
Þenttrous induty , as the beſt Teſtimony which wecan give 
ar os I uy ngrker his Majeſty; ro remonſirate unto Fin 
Biithfully The great and growing dangers bis Majeſty is now 
aunder, and the cauſes thereof. "Thi | 

Have ſentto you, to be preſenred ro his Majeſty , by ſuch 


p pneans; and ae ſuch time , as you who are-there upon the 


 - "place julge 


ear Brethren 20.01 with cheerfulnefſe in the 


* And now | 1 
Work ofthe Lord : Lerno diſcouragement jor oppoſition 


_ 


How fatieaRtory that Directory of Fackhia froforghd te 


ſend forth mr wp ſortsof Perlons in this Kirk and: 
£ 


. — Q — 


is Remonſtrance we ' 


ky | 


. p 


|. 


vo 


1 & = 


mend you. . 


" Poſtſcript, | 
"Edinburgh I3. Feb. 1645- 


Ir is carneftly deſired Ehat- the Direftoris for 


Worſhip be ſent to Ireland, and that you re- 


* commend to the honourable Houſes of the 


Parliament, Tothink upon the beſt way for 
the eſtabliſhment. 8: praice of ztan r King- 
dom- And that the like courſe may beraker 
with the government, and other do] of the 
Uniformity , ſo ſoon 2s they {þ i be 


ppon. 


anced. 
Subſcribed in neme the Geteral Aſfmblyef the Kirkop 


« VG, W 


Scorland. by che Moderatey of the Aſſembly. 


"He General Aſſembly Recommends toPresbyte- 
- ries» To 'confader theſe matters referred to thew 
conſideration by preceding Afcanblics ; andto report 
ge pe Tadgetmenr therein to the Next Aflembly, 


$0 0200 eo >. 4 Raft @ 


» 
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THe Generall Afembly Secs the meeting of the 
next Aſſembly tobeat E denburgh the fir Fm " 


of Pune, in the jeer 1646+ 


Wop 
ce6N 


T 
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»h well. Having larely written ro Our Houſes of 


thatour Kingdoni; Shewing Our grear ſenſeand grief for 
the lad effects have flowed from the unhappy differences 
Serwixt Us and Our Subjefts , with Our reall reſolutions 
xo comply with the defires of Our Patliaments of both King- 
doms, andthoſe entruſted by them for ſettling of Tructh 


efyour meeting, We have thought fit hereby ( fince We 
would not conveniently fend a C Commilioner ) ro give wn 


: Bb * . "= 
find ent Aa. .Couancasn 3 mm oa tres &- at nt nes wilt ac” 
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ASSEM BL Yþ 
M E T 
At Edinburgh junii-3. 1646. 
FP”. NDWT; 24 7» 0 & 2%. 113.08 ENPPEe AL LP. & 
Edinb, 4. junii,1646. | 
| 4 | ET II. "ul 
| | The Kings Letter tothe Aſſembly 3 3 
IJ : . preſented by©IH.. Robert _ 
MH mober at Edinburgh. 


F Ight eruftly and welbeloved, We move you - 


I Parliament at Weſtmenſter , and the Commislin. 
[E700] oners from Our Kingdem of Scor/and at Lond, 
"VEELESY and likewiſe to the Committees of Eſtates of 


and Peace in all Our Domioions: And now being informed | 


PY 


L&| the age aſurances 3 And withall} rhatic thall bs. os 
it ended Our 
liſhed}, .in {Docrine, Worſkipt,.. and Church « 


j- poiverſall'Peace in thariour native and ancient Kingdom, 


a 


| 
you 


= Mo ERC s -\ hc S ox > ge S » Sd Ns: ”" a Cds. . 7 EY, 
X ” - 
G , = 
Bfhembly ; 1646: 
F 3 F 9 ” ; 


Y 
'# 


went, and leave no good means unaffiyed for Rs a 


Rakit endetyour to*maintain Religjon there , as: 


with the Reformationand Religion, and ſettling Peace im 
England and Ireland : And after the return of an anſwerte 
Our lare Meflag® to Onur Houſes of Parliameritheer > We 
ſhall more particularly acquaint you or your Commitſioe 
ners, with Our further reſolutiens. In the mean time ;| 
We ſeriouſly recommend Our ſelves and diſtracted condis 
tion of Our Kingdoms, to your 'moſt earneſt Prayers to God 
in our. behalf , expecting from youfaithfulnefſe in your ſe- 

yerall Charges and Callings, with that Loyaltie and+obes 
dience which becomerh the Miniſters of the Goſpel, We. 


bid you very heartily farewell, from New-caſtle the 28, of 


May 1646, 


24:0 D4-HV © Toh cons 2 

For Our right truftie and welbeloyed , The Moderator 
and other Members ef the Generall Asſembly of the 
Kirk of Qur Kingdom of Scotland. | | 
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6. Funii 1646. Antemeridiem. Sell. 4- 
Af? concerning the Regiſters and Atts of 
- :- Provinciall Aſſemblies, © 


blies , that hereafter they cauſe readall their Ads; + 


f He. Asſembly: recommends to Provincial ASlead - 


"  beforcthe disſolving of every Asſembly ; And thar”: 
their Regiſters be written fermally;, and in a good hand 

Writing, with the ſeverall Leafes or Pages thereof marked” 
by ciphers according totheir nnmber. "> 4% 
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"Het encerang the publite [atifattion of 
©... CHarried perſous, for Fornicationcommutod- 
£9219 4 2 1 1 before CMarringe, 


\ $6.8 


-& places che publike'ſcandalsof Fornication commic= 
_— CE A , arcnot taken notice of and re« 
moved by publike confefion according'to the order of 'this 
Kirk 3: Therefore for remedie thereof do Ordairt; That 
all Married perſons under publike ſcandall of Fornicatton ; 
commirted:befors their Marriage ( although the ſcandall 
thereof hath not appeared before the ep ſhall farisfie 
publikely For that: rk commitre@ before theit Marriage ; 

eir being in the citate of Marriage notwithſtanding, Knd 


that in che ſame manner as they ſhould haye done if they 


Were not Marieds t 

Pr - ” au - _ | iT = | | 

33+ Z#n17 1646, Antemeridiem. Sefl. to. 
. Ordinance for Excommunication of the 
OO © Earleof Seafort. 


- a * 
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I | | ; | 
" '} He General Agſembly having zaken to their ſerious. 
- conſideration, that perfidious Band made and contri- 


ed lately'in' the Nerth » -undet the natne of An birnble Re-\ 
mpn//remce , againſt our Nationall Covenant , and the Lea- 
Sue and Covenant of the three Kingdoms ; Which. tend- 
th co the making-of divifion and-tomentinigof Jcaloufic ' 
within.this andberween both Kingdoms » tothe prolenge 


THe Gencrall Asſetnbly underſtatding char iti many 


q 


Ing of theſe unnarurall-Warrs , :to. the impeding of the in» | 


tended Uniforniity in Religion , and to the ſubverſion of 
all te happiceads of our covenants: And finding that 


e of Seafort hes not only moſt perfidiouſly him- | 
ibed ths fajd wicksdBgud,coptrpy to bus 5 Ouke 


. oppoſe all _— like reſolutions for purſuance ofthe 


.of chis Kingdome , Burt rather on the contrary , 


wry. And the Asſembly, baving allo found that? 
- means have "bern'nſed for-reclainumg of -the fad "Em 
"Som gkgt wicked and perfidious equiſe, by POD 
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®aths in the Covenants aforeſaid, and tmeff aogenty,s 


."'] owned the fame under his owne hand writingin his lettery 
.to the Committee of Eſtares , andte the Commiſſioners of 

* the preceding Asſemblie 3 Bu s ſeduced a 
 atned others toſubſcribe that diviſive Band, and to 
| With him in proſecation ef his treacherous and wicked 
| Res, there masked with the pretences of Religionand I7- 
| bertiezboaſtiogalfe the purſuance of that hisRemonſtrances 


ut alſo hes ſediced and thre« 


| pu 
ainſt all deadly the oppoſers thereof ,phEther King or Paow 
Tr | row ving alſo confidered another wickedand 
treacherous Band of Union which the ſaid Larle form 
entred into with that excommunicateRebell bane! 
afterthe ſentence of forfalture and the dreadfull ſentence of 
.excommunication were pronounced him, Obie 


ivg himſelf therem under ſolemne{ to jopne will thew 
fortauked Rebell againſt this Kirckand Kiogdome , and 1s 


happie ends of our ſaid Covenants. All which » with his 
vile reproachfull aſperfiens and moſt falſe calumaics againſt 
this Kirk and State » and their publikeand Jawfull endey- 
voursand reſolutions , with his other wicked and perfidi- 
ous practiſes at length diſcoyered in the Proclamationof the 
Commicree ef Eftares , and the Declaration of the Come 
miſſion of the Asſembly againſtthe ſaid perfidious Bandand 
Remonſtrance , being gravely pondered and cenfidered g 
Together with his baſe rreachery to the Eſtates , being ins 
truſted by them with ample Comiſſion, and encouraged -an 
enabled for diſcharging thereof, with Mony Ammunition 
and Arms in a good meaſure;Notwichſtanding whereof cone 
traryto thar great truſt repoſed in him, Itis notowr thatnor 
only he did not joyne with | the Forces raiſed for thedefence 


joining himſelf and his Forces with that excommnnicae 
Rebel James Grahame, and theſe unnatwal bloody Rebeig 
bis followers, did beleager Innernesſe, a Towne Garrife= 
ped by the Eftares for the Defence of that part of the Conn 
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404 . TheGeneralt. 
tions and Proclatnarions,'and particular Letters ſeat to him? 


to anſwer to the premiſſes, often called; he doth nor appear, 
burſtill remains obſtinare 1n his wicked courſes; And after 
mature deliberation having found' his frequent fearfull and 
 grofſe perjuries, this perfidious and wicked conſpiracies by 
Bind and Qath, with the publike Enemies of this Kirk and 
"Kingdom , andhis'other treacherous and wicked praftiſes 
.contemptuouſly-and pertinaciouſly perſiſted into, To be 
be haynous offences againſt God , and high conrempt of all 


: bly moved with the Zeal of God, do without a conrraty 


; zo be ſummarly excommunicare , anc declared to be one 
-whom Chriſt commanderh to be holdeh by al! andevery 
- one of the Faithfulas an Erhnik andPublicane,and appoints 

the: ſentence of excommunication to be pronounced by 


. upon the next Lordsday , being the 14 of rhis Moneth; 
. And that thereafter publike incimation be made thereof 
: upon a Sabbath day before noone in all the Kirks of | 

this Kingdom ſo ſoon as advertiſement ſhall come unts 
- thems : C 


$ . 
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—— 


j 


the Miniftery , with the Remedies thereof. 

| =o | 

. ENORMITIES. ; 
T= firſt and main fin , reaching both to our perſonall 


. Chrift, bur walking in a naturall way without imploying'of 
. Chriſt, or drawing vertue from him, ro inable us unto ' 
bag andÞrraching io ſpizje and power. | 


_—- 


w—oll 


. no - 
F . af 


ſelf from thoſe'that had power-1n that behalf; And rhat not-" 
wirhſtanding thereof and of Summonds dire&t againft him | 


- voice Decerne and' Ordain the {aid George Earle of Seaforr. 


: Maſter Robert Blair Moderator inthe caſt Kirk of this Citic, 


| | >. , | ; | . | » - 
bl _* Enormittes andCorruptions obſerved to be in 


Eccleſiaſtical and Civil authority. - Fherefore; the Afli:m- | 


1 


"- 


. & carriage and callings , we judge to be, Nor ſtudying 
. how to keep Communion and Fellowſhip with God in .| . 


©», '& 
In 
{ 
'” 
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uf Iz our Lives. 
q | 5- MJ fruitlefſe converſing in companie , and conf? 
"_ plying with the finsof :11 ſorts, not behaving our 


ſelves as becomes the men of God. re, 
2 Great worldlinefſ: is to be found amongſt us, mind- 

4 |. Ingand ſpeaking moſt abour things of this life; being buſied 

abour manyjthings » but forgetting the main. - 5 


A +» 


* | 3. Slighting of Gods worwhip in their families, and the- 
1 refore no cordiall urging of it upon others : yea, altoge= 
| thera wanting of it in ſome, if irbe credible. - Þ .  - 
A 4- Want of gravity in carriage and. appare!l , difſolute» © 
T | nefſe inhaire, and ſhaking abour rhe knees , lighrngſsin - 
C 3} theapparrellofcheir wivesand children, mn 
8 5. Tippling and' bearing companie in untimous dfink- 
4 Ing in Tavernesand Ale houſes, 'orany whereelſe, whee 
. reby the Mtoiſterie is n12de vile and contemprible. 
4 6. Difcountenancing of the godly 3 - ſpeaking ill of 
® | them, becauſe of ſome that are unanſwerable corheir pro- 
f felon. = - 
c 7. . The Sabbath nor ſanCtified after Sermons, which RE. 
7 | — maketh people think that the Sabbath is ended with the % ba. 


j. Sermon- | ; 

| $. There are alſo to be found amongſt us , who uſe 

— | {malland minced oaths. | | 

| '9- Some ſogrear ſtrangers to Scripture , that exceprtim 

4 their publike Miniſterie , though they read many. things , 
| yer they are little converſant in the Scripture, and in medt» 

tation thereof, A dutie incumbent toall the people of GoC'. 


[ In our Callings. 
S$ I, {__ entry into the Miniſtriein former times, and | 

'F + Cfollowiugthe courſe of defeftion » though forſaken» "44 
- yertnever ſeriouſly, repenred : as. alſo preſent entring- inte 
. the Miniſtery, as toa way of living in the world , and not 

as toa ſpititualtcalling, KF I | 


$2 4atys 
V  __ 2, Helping: 


? 


, fo uY © OIEY Str _ w bt 6.3; ng uy OG ER. VI 9 SO. OO ly IIEIL" "IA ROEY ED 2 ” ITO OO OTE mA - , ? 8 , —__ 
© [ES STA > IA ES Ht 6. es CLIENTS, es i. "YO: 7 VYPSY 
£ : : : Pa k 0 | _ I F VM - 
. 4 ol f + 
- « , ” P2 
— 
L 4 - p ; 
A **. R l 
- 
i 


27 Helping in, and holding in of inſufficient and 'fuſpe- I 


&ted men , who ſavourthe things of this life , and keeping 
the door ſtraiter on them whom God hath feaJed, then upon 


theſe who have lefſeevidence of the;,power ot grace. and | 


holinefſe. | 
3, Partiality in favouring , and ſpeakivg for the ſcanda- 
lous, whether Miniſters or other perſons, reaching them 
hoy to ſhift and delay cenſures. | | | 
'4. Silence in the publike cauſe, not labouring to cure 


the diſaffection of people, nor urging them to conſtancie 1 | 
and patierice in bearing of publike burdens, nor to forward- I: 


nefſe in the publike Cauſe 3 whereby Malignants are mule 


tiplied-: yea ſome are ſo groſſe herein, rhat even in publike - 


Faſts little or nothing is to be heard from rhem ſounding 
py 


ouſly : ſome incline tojuſtifie the wicked cauſe, uttering 
words which ſavour of diſaffeCtion: and all their complain- 
ipg of the times , is in \ucha way as may ſteal the hearts of 
People from liking of good Inſtruments in this work , and 
conſequently from GoJs Cauſe : yea, ſome reading publike 
| Drdexrs, are ready to ſpeak againſt them in their private 
conference! | 

6. Idleneſſe; either inſeldome Preaching , as once on 
the Lords day , or in preparation for publike duties, nor 
being given to reading and meditation : others haye but fits 
of Range . notlike other Tradeſmen continually at their. 
work, 


| profiting , preaching ex officio; - not ex conſcientia officts. 


8. Self- ſceking in preaching, and a venting rather of. 


their witand skill, thena ſbewing foorth of the wiſdome 

and power of God. | | | | ; 
9. Lifeleſnefſe in preaching, not ſtudying to be furniſhed 

by Chriſt with power; and ſo the ordinance of God rea= 


che nottothe conſcience : and theereto belongeth theinot | 


 applyingofthe dotrineunts the auditory and tames- - 


T0914 The ; 


(7 


-F*Yome accountita point of wiſdome to ſpeak ambigu= | 


- 7. Want of zeal, and Joyeto the converſion of ſouls, 
rot being weighted with the want of ſucceſſein reclaiming , 
of finners, nor ſearching 1n themſelves the cauſe of not_ 
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'] Wd families, way be found - and remedied, 
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| rall Agembly holder at Edinburgh ; 1641. _ pvil\ 


 Afembly, 1646. 5307 
to. The indiſcreet curing of the indifcretion'of pious . 
people and Miniſters , whereby gedlineffe harh'gorreti a 


 deep-wound ,' and profari:ie hath lifred'up rhe head "edn- 


trary to that wiſe and gracious. ordex ſer foorth in the Gene= 


wel 


*% 


II. Little care jo furniſh our Armie, either abroad'vrde 


LAY 


home with Miniſters ; One of our grievous ſins and:cauſes 


of our calamity. 3" 
12, Laſt, it 1s to be'feared-that Miniſters in ſecret are 
neplipent to wreſtle in Prayer, for a bleflipg tobe potred - 
out upon their labours , : contenting themſelves with their 
publike performances: 8 


by 
® 4 


REMEDIES: 


ol Tf wie- That Presbyteries make great conſcience to 
have all vacant places within their ſeveral bounds fit- 
led with godly and abl- m:n,where ever they be ro be foundt 
and thatunder pretence of being a helper, or ſecond to a» 
nother , none be taken in , but ſuch as are able for the 
ſame charge. | | ES. 

2. Whereasit is known) ' that privare tryal! in Presbyte=- 
ries are for the moſt part perfuncGtorious , the Brethren are 
hereby exhorted ro be- mote ſerious, and faithfull herein, 


- as they will be anſwerable to Chriſt, the Chief Shepherd: 


andin 2 way previous: thereto, thar Brethren be free, in 
loving admonition one of another ſecretly,  frotn time tg 
time ; and that whoſoever keeps not the Presbyterie or Sy- 
nod, after graye admonitions may come under further 
cenſures. ee? > 00" np rnd Be oy 
' 3 Thataccuracie be uſed as viſitation of Kirks'; 'and rhae 
the Elders one by one (the reſt being removed) be calted 
in, andexamined upon oath,upon the Miniſters behaviour 
in kis calling and couverfation. _ LD 
4. That courſe be taken to divide Congregations in parts} 


. and by the help notonly of Elders in their ſeveralt parts, 


bur of neighbors alſo, the evils , and neglet of perſoris 
5 Thas 


208. __TheGenerall 


..-- 5 Thatevery Miniſter be humbled for his former failings, 
; and make his peace with God, rhat the more cffeQtually he 
Tay preach repentance, and may ſtand in the gap» to rurne 
away the Lords wrath : runing berweenthe Porch and the 
ur » fighing and crying for all the abominarions of the 
-6 Speciall care would be had, 'that Miniſters have their 
converſation in heaven ,, mainly minding the things of God, 
-andexercifing fa;th for drawing lite our of J:\us Chriſt the 
fountain of life , arming themſelves thereby with power a- 

. gainſt che contagion and wickedneſle of the world- | 

3 Care would be had of godly conference in Presby- 
ies , even in time of their refreſhment, and rhe 
derator isto look to it, that good matter be furniſhed 
thereto, | 

8 Irisalſo yery necefary for every Miniſter that would 

be fruitfullin the work of the Lord, to bring home the 
Wordof God to his own heart and conſcience , by Prayer 
and Meditation , both before and after the publike ordt- 
nance, 

9, Uſe would be made of the'roll of the Pariſh , not 0- 

nely-for examination ,. but alſo'for conſidering the ſeverall 
conditions and diſpoſitions of the people , that accordingly 
they may beadmoniſhed, and particularly prayed for by the 

Miniſters in ſecrer. NE. | 
: To. {ris very expedient that Miniſters have more come 
munion among themſelves for their mutuall ſtirring up, and 
ſtrengthning of their hands in the Lords work, and recti- 
fying of theſe who are notincorrigible. 

' Tx. That Miniſters inal] ſorts of companie labour to bee 
fruitfull, as che Salt of the earth, ſeaſoning them they meet 
with , not oply forbearing to drink healths ( Satans {nare, 
leading toexcefle) bur reproving it in others. | 

12, All Miniſters would be carefull to cheriſh the ſmoa-' 
Fing flax of weak beginnings in the wayes of God, and 
ougt tcouragioully to oppoſe all mockers and revilers of the 

odly. ; | | 

" 13. As at All times, ſo ſpecially now when the Lord . 
is calling us all to an accoun ; it becomes the On 4 - 
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Aſſembly, 1645. | yog 
Ehriſt , with all diligence and faichfulnefle, to improve 
their Miniſterie to-rhe urmoſt , to. be joflant in.ſeafon and 
out of ſeaſon ; yea » even frugally to imploy their time in 
private, in reading of , and meditating on Scripture , that 
the word of God may dwell plentifullie 1n rhem! _ - > -- 
' 14. Thatthe providing the Armies with Mniſters be pree 
ferred to any congregation , and theſe whoare appointed to 
attend rhe ſamef, and are deficient , be withour delay feye- 
relie cenſured.according to the Act of the General [Aﬀem- 
| bly; Andrhatall Miniſters nor only 1n publike , pray for 
our Armies , ſpecially cheſe rbar are ro encouter with the 
bloody enemie within the land , bur alſo continually bear. 
them up before thejLord . rhar their livesbeing reformed , 
their hearts and hands may be ftrengrthned , and thettun- 
dertaking ar laſt bleſſed of G OD; with ſucceſſle. 
15. Thar befideall other ſcaadals, filence or ambipu'«" 
ous ſpeaikng inthe publike cauſe ,, much more derracting - 
and disaffeted ſpeaches be ſeafonablie cenſured 3 and 
to this effe(t, all boneſt hearred Brethren would firmlie u- 
Ate themſclves.in.-the Lord, the younger honouring. the 
| elder, and the elder nor deſpifingrhe younger. "Dy 
16. And finallie , both for the corruption of the Minie 
ſteric and remedies thereof, we refer the brethren ro the 
Act of the Generall Afemblie at Edinburgh 1596. reviv- 
edin thelare Aﬀ4emblie atGlaſzow, 1638, tobe fourid in. - 
the printed ACt concerning the ſame, fs 


The Generall Aſſembly Ordains the Enarmities aboveſproifatl 
 tobetryed and reſtrained, - and that the Remedies the- 
reof for that purpoſe be ſeriouſly obſerved and prafiliſed : 
Recommending eſpecially to Presbyteries and Proumciall 

. Aſſemblies , that uſe be made of the ſame invifitation of 
* Kerks anderyall of Presbyteries. . 2 5s 
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i” Abprobation of the Proceedings of the 
| LILLE 5 preveding d4ſiembly, 


14S 


Ft e General Aſſembly having heard the report of the , 
-* Committee appointed to confider and examine theſpro+ 
ccedings of the Commiſſioners of the late General Aſlem= 
bly hokden at Fdinburgh in the yeer 1646. Andafter ſerious 
conſideration thereof, finding that the whole Aas , Pro- 
ceedings, and Concluſions of the (aids Commiſſioners, con- 
tained 1n the Regiſter ſubſcribed by My Angrew Ker their 
Klerk , and by Mr Robert Ramſay Moderator to che faid Come= 
mittee, do declare mucna Wiſdom . Diligence . Vigilan- 
Cie, and : ommendable'Zeal ; And thar the ſaid Commiſe. 
honers have ordetly and formally praceeded in every thing , 
according te their Commiilion : o therefore ratifie 2nd ap-. 
prove the {aid whole Acts, Proceedlngs,- and Concluſions 
of the Commilſlioners of the (aid Aſembly. a 
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1 15. Funii 1646. Poſtmeridiem. 
AE for jomning'of the Presbyteries inO rkney 


and Zetiand to the Provincial of” Cathnes. 


. 


L 
* 


He General Afembly » Conſidering that the Presbyterie 
0f:Kirkwal in Orknaand rhe Presbyterie of Sc/'aloway in 
Retland ha -enever mer. 1n any Provincial-Afl=xmbly , where 
through great abuſes: and &i ordres: are-there commitred , - 
Therefore che Aſſembly hereby joynsthe ſaid two Presby- | 
teries to the Provircia} of Cathnes and Suterland, And ap- 
ns all the Minitters-and Eliers of the faid Presbyreries 
ereatter, fo. meer at the ſaid Provincial Aſſembly, and 
20 Dave place torhefeaſon and vore therein as Members'of | 
the (:1d Provincial. And ficklike ordains the faids two - 
Presbyteries to be of ſuborginare Jurisdifion to the ſaid 
Sg | Provine 


« 
o 


| 45 for cenſuring the Complyers with the 


Aſembly, 1646; _ 5re 


£ Provincial Asſembly, Declaring hereby, that the ſaid Pro” 


vinciai ſhall eo fiſt of the Presvyreries of Cathnes, Sutherland 
Orznay , and Jetiand in all tyme coming. And appoints 
th<m-.wo mer onely once in the yeer, in reſpe@t of their grea® 
diſtan<e and in*-rjection of ſeas; And thatthe firſt meeting 
be at 1hurſoin Cathnes upon che:third Tueſday of Auguſt next, 
and thereafter as ſhall be appointed by the ſaid Provincial 
Aſſembly, | | | | 


CE ts, — — n= — 
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17. Funii 1646. Poftmeridiem. | . 
AG CONC erning Expettants Preaching | 
| in Publike. gotg 


"JF He General Afembly diſcharges anyPerſon ly ar 
in publike under th2 name and notion of an : Kpgce 
> tantorunderany other pretence wharſoevers exc 
fuch- as tha!l be rryed and found qualified according tet 
Acts of the General Al-mbly; Recommending to Presby= 
teries and Provincials to take ſpecial notice thereof, arid te 
cenſure the Lransgreflots accordiagly- + | 


uct 


— -o—— 


publike Enemies of this Kirk and Kingdoms... 


/ 
JF He General Asſembly taking to their ſerious confide- 
ration the great and ſcandalous proyocationand you 
O vous defection from the publike Cauſe; which' one 
have beerie guiltic 'of, by complying with the Rebels' ee 
publtke Enemies of this Kirk and Kingdom : And-judhe 
ing it a dutle 18cumbent ro them to bring ſuch zotorious 


Offenders topublike fatisfattion, that the Wrach of God 


maybe averted, and the publike ſcandal removed; Do there 
ts Require , Decern , and Ordain , that ſuch as afroe 


V 4 


312 The Generall 
Lawfull tryall ſhall be found ro have been in aQtual{ Rebelliom 
and to have carried charge with the Rebels , To have ac- 
cepred Commiſiions for raifing Horſe or Foot unto them , 
To have been ſeducers of others to jovn in that Rebellion, 
To be theP- nners or contrivers of ]ames Grabames Proclama«— 
rionfor ;ndicting 2 pretended Parhament , or of any other 
his Procl:ma'10ns or iYeclarations , To have beene prime 
Inſtryments 1n caufing publiſb the ſaid Proclamations and 
Dec:arations; Thar all and every one of ſuch cf -nders ſhal 
humbly acknowledge their offence upon their knees , firſt 
beforethe Presbererie, and theresfter before th: Congre- 
gario0n upon aSabbath, in ſome place before: the Pulpit 3 
Andin the mean time that they be ſuſpended from theLords 
Supper: . Andin caſe they do not ſariifie in manner forefatd» 
that they be p1 oceſſed with Exccmmunication-. And like= 
wiſe Ordains ;' thar ſuch as ſhall be fcund ro have procured 
Protections fiom the Rebels, To have execute their or | 
ders,  Tohavennvited them to. their houſes. To have gt» 
venthemintell;gerice, To have d:unk James Grahames heath 
orto be guilty of any other ſuch groie degrees of comply- 
ance , ſhall acknowledge their offences publikely before 
the Congregation » and be ſuſpended from the Communion 
2y and while they doe the ſame. And further Decernes 
and:Ordains, that all perſons in any Eccleſiaſtick office 
gwlry ofany degreesof complyance before mentioned, ſhall 
be ſuſpended from their office & all exerciſe thereof, forſuch 
. timeEas the quality of the offence and condirion of the offen- 
ders ſhall be found to deſerve; And the Aﬀembly hereby 
declares thar. Presbyteries have a latitude and liberty ro : 
agreadge the Cenſures above ſpecified » according to the de-. 
grees and circumftances ofthe offences > And gives in like 
nianer the ſame latitude and liberty to the Commuſſioners of 
this Aſſembly for publike affairs, who have alſo power to 
try/and cenſure the offenders in manner above expreſt , 
5H take account ofthe diligence of Presbyteries there- 
innll, | | | 
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' 4 Wi Generall Aﬀembly underſtanding How much the 


CAT concerning Tames Graharys == 
$- | Proclamation. 

He General Asſembly having conſideredacopie ofa 

Proclamationpub!: ſhed by order of that excommautt® 

nicat Traitor Femes Greham,, for indiQting of a pre- 


renued Parliament, and finding the fame to be full of blaſ- 


phemies againſt the ſolemn Le:gue and Covenant of the 
three Kingdoms, and of vile aſperſions of Treaſon, Re- 
belliog , and Sedition moſt falfly and impudently imputed 
to the Eſtates , and moſt faithſull and Joyzl] Si. bjeQsofFthis 


Kingdome : Doe therfore declare Thar ſuch as haye big | 


prime- Inttruments of the publiſhing of chart the ile Ve 
Clawation and Declaration , deſerve the. higheſt cenſres 


the Kirk', unlesſe theymake humble confeſſion of their af 


fence publikely , in ſuch -manner as is preſctibed by this 


Aſſembly; And humbly Recommends ro the Commintee - 


of Eſtatest_ take ſome courſe for theirexemplary civil pu- 
niſhment , and rhat ſome publike note'of ignominie be 
put upon thatProclamation as their Honors ſhall think nacer. 


m__n—_—— 


' Aſſembly, 1646. 19} _ 
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18. Junii 1646. Antemeridiem. Sell Ule. © 
AH againſt looſing of Ships and Barks upow” - 


the Lords Day. 


Lords day in profaned by Skippers andorther Seafaring 
men» Do therefore diſcharge and 1nhibite all Skippers and 


Sailersto begs any voyage on the Lords day, or to-looſe 
any Ships , Barks or Boars out of Harbery or Road upon 


tharday , And who ſhall doin the contrary hereof, ſhall. 
be cen{ured as profaners of the Sabbath : ' Recommending 
to'Presbyreries. and others whom it may'concerne to ſee. 
both the As of Afſembly and Parliament* made for cenſus 


ing. and puniſhing profanarion of the Lords day » to be put 
Hi vvcucion againſt thome 


V's 4 


_ $14 The Geherall 
Att anentChildren ſent without the Kingdons. 


Hereas divers Children have been ſent withour the. 
YV Kingdom to be bred abrord, and have been or in time 
Coming may be expoſed to the temptations of feducers, and 
drawn away from theTruerteſtaþliſhed and profeſſed with- 
in this Charch to errour of Poperie, or other Sects and 


Herthes : Therefore the Aſſembly Ordains » that the Pan! 


xentsor Friends of Children and Minors , ſhall before they 


TJend them withour the Kingdom, firſt acquaint the Pres- | 


| byrery where they reſide, that they may have their Teltimos 
Niall direfted to the Presbytery or. Clafſe wichin the' King 
dom of France , or England, orlreland, and atrhetime of 
Theſe eHlrens return from any of the ſaids Kingdoms , 
w reporrane Teſtimoniali from the Presbytery or S\ node 
where pavs lived withoutthe Kingdom of their breeding 
there ( and ro ſhew the ſame ro: the Presbyrery within the 
Kingdom who gavethema Teſtimoniall at their way going. 
Likcas che Aſſembly. Ordains all: Presbyreries to try if 'any' 
Children have been {ent tro Popiſh Sehooles or Colledyes' 
withourthe Kingdom; Andit any be found , thar their 
' names be given tothePresbytery or Commiſſioners of the 
 Aflembly » that the ſame may be preſented tro the Honour- 
ableLords of Secret Councell ; 'or Committee of Eltates, 


chat their Lordſhips,may be humbly defired by ther attho- | 


" rity to recal them, that after return tothis Kinhdomcourſe 
may be takenaccording to rhe foriner Ordinances of Gene- 
pall Aflemblies;forcheir breedingincherxru2 Religion, 
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pondence when need requires, whereby one Pres 


: Rantly by letter withon prejudice of perſonall correle 
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 TCAfembly, 1642 3x5 


underſtand what may are doing , and they;many bemutually 
_ aſiſſting each co other. | i | 


LI. Thar for the better breeding-of young men ro the 


' Miniſterte whoare not able ro furnith themſelves in charges 


roatevdin. the Univerſities, thar rhe Presbyteries where 
they reſide appoint ſcme to direct their ſtudies. 

H I. Thar it be recommended to all the Univerſities tg 
condifcend upon rhe beſt Overtures for the moſt profitable 
reaching of Grammar and Phylofophy., and as they may 
meet at the Commiſſion of the Generall Afembly ro make 
the mat-cr ripe forthe n-xr Aſlembly, : mes - 

The Aſſembly approves theſe Qpertutes., and recommends accors: ... 


dmgly: | ; | | 
I'V. Tharto the intent the knowlege of God in Cliriſt 
may be ſpread through the Highland; and Iflands ( for ia 
lack whereof rhe land hath ſmarted in che late rronbles ) 
theſe courſes be taken: 1. Let an ©:der be procuted, 
That all Gentlemen who are able , at leaſt ſen their eldeſt 
ſong to be bred in the Inland. '2, That a Miniſterie be 
planred amongſt them , and for thar'effect thar Miritters 
and expectants who can ſpeak the Iriſh language be ſen.ra 
imploy their talents in :h<fe parts, and thar the Kirks there 
be provided as. other Kirks in” this. Kingdome. 3. Thar 
Scors Schools be erected in all Pariſhes there, according 
to the Act of Par}hizment , where convemently they canbe. 
had. 4. That Miniſters and ruling Elders char have the 

Irith language be appoinred to vifr chete parts hgh} 
The Aſſembly approves this Overnite , and recommend® 
this' purpofe to furt ber conjideranion , that more © 

Overtures may be prepared thertanent againft the nexs- 
V. That for keeping the Univerſities pure , and provoking 
the Profeflors of Divinitie ro great diligence; each Pros 
feſſor io the Univerſities of rhis Church and Kingdom 
bring with him or ſend with the'Commilſioner who comes 
to the General Aﬀlembly , ane perfirand well written Copie | 
of his Difares , ro be-reyiſed ,by the General Aſſembly, 

or ſuch as they ſhallappoint for thar work ilk'year, | WT 


\ 


3210 The General 


The Afiembly continues the determination of a conſl ant and _ | 
© perpetnall order herein untill th: ' ext Aſſembly , but | 
#n the mean time defires the profeſiors of Divinity to ' 
eſent to. the next Aſſembly theirDifates of Divinity 
whereof the profeſſors prefont are to. gre intimation to 

the profeſiors abfent | 


VI. The great burdens Intrants undergoes when they 
enter the Miniſtery , which holds many of them long at un- 
der , would craverhe Aſſemblies judgement and authority, 
that Miniſters Manſes and Stipends may beall made free to 


the Tncranr. 


The Afiembly refers and recommends ts the Commusſioners, for | 
publike affairs to ſeth, redreſſe in this matter ſrom the 
Honorable Houfes of Parliament and to conſider of 
fomefitting Overtures to be prejented to their, Honours 


for that effeF, 


. \ 


s 
FI 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for the pub-, 
like affairs of the Kirk. 


TJ * Generall Aſſembly raking to their conſideration that 

' In reſpe& the great work of Uniformity in Religion 1n 
all his Majeſties Dominions is not yer perfited , ( thought 
by the Lordsbleſſing there 1s 2 good progrefle made in the * 
lame ) rhere is a neceflity of renewing the Commiſſions 
granted formerly for proſecuting and perfiting that great. 
work, ; doe therefore renew the power and Commiſſion 
granted forthe bublike affairs of the Kirk by the Generall . 
Aſſemblies held in S. Andrews in the year 1642. and in Edi 
targb 1643. 1644. and 1 45. unto the perſons following , 
viz. Maſters Alexander Henderſon . Robert Douglas , Willliam 
Goloil,, Wiliam Bennet George Gilleſpie, lobn Ofivald » 
Jabs Adamſon , Witiam Dalgleich , David Calderwood Le” 


mes Fleming 4 Robere Ker, Jon Datel, Tames wits 


bn is ns. i 
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#ahn Knox » Adam Pennan , tobert Lightoun , Alexander Dic- 


 keſon, Patrick Fleeming , Jobn Hay ,  ««chard -Dickeſont , Tho= 
mas Vaſie, Da 1d ny, Alexander Somervill, Robert Eliog, 


Koberc Blaw , tames Bruce, xobert Traile , Snmuel Ruthcrfurd, 

' Alexander Colvill , Walter Gre _ -_ Fe . 
Thomfon , jolm Moncreiff , John Smith , Faith Gleſpie , 
John Davows » Fames $ ibhald | Alexander Caſſe , John Hubs 
mel, : Alexander ixnneir, . Walter, Swinton , Robert Knox. , 
William Penman , James Guthrie  Ihomas Donaldſon, William 


. Fameſon, Thomas V+ ilkzge , ,ohn Knox , Robert Murray , John 


Freebairn, Robert Wright, David auchterlonte, Wilkam Mazor , 
Samuel 4uſtein, John Leamont , Andrew Lauder , )amoes lromg , 
Alexander Turnbull , James Bonar , VVilliam Adair , Tobn Neve, 
Parrik Colvil , Matthew Birchane Fobn tdamiltoun, Alla n 
Ferguſen , Robert Ramſay - Geo. Young', David Dickſon ,” Roe 
bert vailie , Tames Naſmith , John Lindſay . tohn Weir , Evan 
Cameron , James Affleck |obn Robiſon , Andrew Eliot , Silveſter 
Lambie, Laurence Shanner - Wham Rate, David Campbel, 
Andrew Cant , William Douglas, David Lmdſay; Gulbers Ander-_* 
fon , Alexander Garrioch , William Jaffray, Thomas i. aw, Vil. 
yam Campbell , Walte Stewart Muntiters 3 And Archibald 
Marquette ot Argle , Fobn :.carie of Crawfurd - Lindſay, 
William Earle Marſha1l, VViliam Earle of Glencarro , Joba 
Earle ofCasfils, Charles taiic of Dumtermling , James 
Eirle of Tullibardine > Francis Earle of Bacleugh , Jobn - 
Earle of Lauderdale, VViliam Earle of Lothian , VVillian 
Earle of Lanerk, Arch bald Lord Angus , John L ord Bal- 
merino ,Robert Lord :Burleigh , Jobn Matter of Yeſteir , 


_ vir Patrick Hepburn of Waughtoun , Sir John Hope of Craig 


hall, Sir- Arc»ibald Fobnflon of Wariſton , dic Davidxgmme © 
of Wedderburn ( Sir twbert Fnnes of that iik, Sir V/alham 
Baily of Lamingrton , Sir john Muncreiffe of that 11k , James 
Macdougal of Garthland , Fatrirk Cockburn of Clarkitgron , 
Str Hugh Campbelof Ceſnock, Sir William Cunningham of Cun- 
nnghamhead, Jobn Hume of Blackader,vir James Dundas of Ars 
niſton;, Alex Ferbes ['tiror of Pitſligo , Mr Geo, Winrbam of 


- Libberton , David VVeemes of Fingask , Mr [Francs Hay of 


Balhouſfie , Alex. Brodie of thar ilk , Mr. Alex." Colwill of 


' Blair,Geo. Dundas of Dudiſton ,V/Villiam Moor of CREE | 
4 ? 6 r 


. / 
$18  Thegenerall 
Sir Jamgs Nicolſon of Colbrandſpaith, John Edgar of Weddere2 
he , /Viltam Hume of Lenthill., James & $2 webs , Laurence. 
Henderſon, and }ames Stuart Baile«s of Edinburgh, George Poy= 

. terfield Provett of Glaſgow . VVil: Hume there, Ro; Arnot 
Proveit of Perth , JobnSempleProveſt of Dumbarton, John 
Keninedie Proveſt of Air , Mr David VVeemes ; Geo, Gardins, 

'Jobn Jobnſtoun , Tho. Paterſon , Tho, VVhite , Jobn Sleigh t1- 
ders. Giving unto them fall power and Commiſſion: To 
daall andevery thing for proſecuring+ advancing , perfe&t« 
ing , and bringing the ſaid work of Uniformity in Religion 
in all His Majeſties Dominionstoa happy concluſion; con= 
form tothe former Commiſſions granted by preceding Af= 
ſemblies thereanenr, And to that effect appoints them, or . 
any ſeventeen of them, whereof thirteen ſhall be Mini- 
fers» To meerat Edinburgh the 19 of this Monerh , and 
thereafter upon the ſecond Wedneſdais of Auguſt, Novem- 
ber, Februar and May next ro come, and upon any other 
 dayand inany other place they ſhall'think meer. And fur- 
ther,renews to the perſons beforen:med , the power cone 
rained in th- AR of the ſaid Aﬀembly 1643. Intituled, A re 
ference to the Commiſſion anent the'perſons deſipned to repair to the 
Kangdimm of England; Asalſothe power contained in two ſe- 
veraijAdts of the ſaid Aſſembly i 5644-Sefl.6-made again ſecyet 
daffeRers of the Covenant ,and for ſending Miniſters ts thetArnne , 
with full power ro them to treat and determine 1n the matter 
aforeſaid.and in all orhers matters referred unto thera by this 
Afﬀembly, as fully and freely as if the ſame were here parti- 

Eularly expreſſed, andwith as ample power asanyCammiſſion 

of former General Aſſemblies hath had, or been in uſe of be-: - 

forte; They being alwayes for their. whole proceedings: 
comptable to, and cenſurable by the next GenerallAge 
ſembly. 


————_— 


Renovation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting. 
the Treaty for Uniformity inEnglagd. ' 
T* He Genemall Aſſembly , Taking ro their conſideration 
Tas che Treatic of Unzformity in Religion in all-His 
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|  Aſembly,:1646.' wgrg - 
| Majefties. Dominions is not yet perfeted., Therefore Re> " 


> | news the power &Commiſſion gramed by preceding Aſſem- 
blies for proſecuting that Treatie , unto theſe perſons after 


| names , viz. Mr. * lexander Henderſon , Mr.'Robere D 


b molas , 
as | Mr: Samuel Rutherfurd , Mr, Robert Bailie , Mr. Geg. Gill pre 
Wh Miniſters; And Jobn Earle of Lauderdale , John Lord Bal- 
; | merino, and Sir Archibald Johnſton of Warifton Elders - 
- | Authorizing them with full power to proſecute the ſaid Tre- 
3 | atic of Uniformity with the Honourable Houſes of the Paz» 
: | liament of England, and the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines | 
a. | there , or any Committees appointed by them : And todg 


- | *ll andevery thing which'may adyance, perfect and bring 
| tharTreatie to an happy concluſion, conform rq the former 


| Commiſſions given thereanent. 


r 
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- | THE ASSEMBLIES ANSWER 

r | "Ik 

* & 

8 The KINGS MAIESTIE + 

ef CQMayit pleaſeyonur eMajeſtie, 

þ Aving recaved your Majeſties Letter with thankful- 

E271 neſſe, we thought it our dutie ro ſend ſome of our 

r | | numberto wait upea your Majeſtic and preſent our humble 

gs | defires more particularly then atthis rime could be expreſſed 

| by writz And we are confident your Majeftie will interprete 

1 | our freedom and plain dealing by them , to beja reall reſti- 

-: : | monie of our unfained affeftion , who have conſtantly Ila- 

o* | boured to approve our ſelves 1n all fidelity to eur Lord and 

» | Maſter Jeſus Chrift,, and 1n all loyaltie toyour Majeſtic g 

- [ Andarereſolved to walk ſtil] after the ſameirule in our ſeve- 
rall ftarions and vocations, Continuing our Prayersfor you, 
that God may multiply all ſorts of Mercies upon your Roys 

,' | | all Perſon and Poſterity » and more and more incline your 


heart tothe ſpeedie following ofthe Counſels of Truerh 
and Peace and grant unto your Majeſtic along and happy 


» 


Reign , that we miy live under you @ peaceable 2nd quit | 
bfe, inall godliveſſe and honeſty, qui} 


Edinburgh , 18. axis 16.46. , 
| Subſcribed in name of the National | - 


Aſſembly of the Kark of 5cor- 
{lagu by the hes i 
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The Aſemblies Letter. to the Right Honts 
b rable the Lords and Communs inthe 
Parliament of England aſ- 
ſembled at Weſtminſter, 


Rizht Honotrable , 


T"Hereport of thegreat things with the Lord hath done 
for your Honours, hath gone forth into many Lands, Þ- 
arndir be cometh us leait of any either to ſmother or exte« 
nuatethe ſame; We deſire ro be enlarged in the admira- 
tion of the Power & Mercie of God the Author, & ro dimi« 
niſh norhing of thar praiſe that is due unto you as Inſtrus 
. -ments. When rhe Lord ſer your Honours upon the Bench of 
- Judgment, both the Kirkand Common wealth of England 
were afflicted with inteſtine and boſome evills , rhe cure 
-whereof could not bur be very difficult; becauſe they were 
not only many , bur for the moſt part Univerſall and deeply 
rooted, ſheltred under the ſhadow of Cuſtome and Lawf 
and ſupported with all the wiſdomand ſtrength of rhe May 
lignznt and Prelacica] partie 3 who rather choſe ro involve 
the Land in an unnatural and bloody Warre, then to fall 
of rheir ambitious and treacherous deſignes, againſt Relis 
ion, rhe priviledges of Parliament, and the” Lawes and 
f iverries of theKingdom: Neither hathithar miſerable crew 
been wanring to thetr owne ends but for manyyears together 
hath deſperatly purſued their reſolutions in Arms-3 And 
was likely tu have prevailed, ifthe Lord had nor put wy” 
clt | 
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feif in the breach; and furmſhed you with much Patience 


Wiſdom , Courage; and Conſtancy , inthe miditef many 
difficulties and diftreffes 3 and at laſt with ſo glorious and. 
friumphing a ſuccefle , that the Enemy hath fallen eyerw: 


"where before you ,' and there's hone lefr ro appear againſt 


you. Theſe things asthey bethe matter of our refrefhme ne! + 
and of your glory , ſo doe they lay aſtrong obligation uport 
your Honours ro walke humbly with your God, and te: 
improve the power be hath put intoyour hands 'for the ad=> 
yancement of the Kingdom" of his Son, , and bringing 
forth of the head - Stone of his Houſe. ' . Theſlow provrefſe* 
of the work of God hatl alwayes been the matter of- our- 


ſorrs:v, which is now incteaſed by the multiplication ofthe 


ſpirits oferrour and deluſion ,: that drowne many ſoils into 
perdition , and ſo ſtrengthen themſelves; thar they ſhall af«* 


, terward be laboured againſt with more pains then ſucceſſe 


ifaſpeedy and-effemil remedie be nor provided, An 
therefore as th2 ſervants of the living God , who nor orely 


| ſend up our ſupplications daily. for you , but have hazard 


our ſelves in your defence , Wede earneſtly beſeech your 
Henots in the bowels of . Jeſus. Chriſt ,. ro-give unrs. fm | 
the glory that is due unto his Name., by a timous eftabh- 


. ſhing all bis Ordinances in the full iuregritie and power 


thereof, according to the League and Covenant. Aslong 
as the Aſſembly of Divines was1n debace,& an enemyin rhe 


kelds,we conccived rhat. theſe might be probable groynds 
; of dElay , which bengnon remoyed out of the way, .WE 


do promiſe to our ſelves from your Wiſdom, Faithfnl - 


.nesſe,, and Zeale , .the perfiting of that which was the main 
. ground of ourengagement, andachief matter of conſola= 
ion unto usin all our ſadand heavy ſufferinzs, from the 
| hand of a moſt cruel Enemy. We know thar there 1s a 


generation of men who retard the work of Unifermity, and 


: Fomenr jealouſics betwixt the Nations , ſtudyiog1f 1t were 


potible , to. break our bands aſunder 3 Byr wetruſt, the 
e thar fits in the Heavens will Laugh , arlf rhar the Lord 


 thall have, them in deriſion, rhathe ſhall ſpeak rothem in 
- his wrath and vex themin his ſore diſpleaſure, and not»1;h< 
. Banding of all thax they can do, 20 his Kivg upon his nou 


, 


222  TheGenerat. 
kill of Sion; and make theſe Nations happy inthe ſweets 
fruits of Unity in Truth and Peace, "The earcher of hearts. 
knows that? we deſire to.hold faſt the band of our Covenant , 
as ſacred and inviolablez being perſwaded that the breach of 
ſo ſolemne a tye could not bur haſten down upon cur heads a 
curſe and him res. from the righteous Judge of the world, 
- and involve theſe Kingdoms in ſader calanuties theo they 
Have yet ſeen, And we abhor to entertain any other thought 
of you: Nay weare confidenc that your Honours will ſert- 
oully indeavour the proſecution of all theſe ends deſigned in 
the Covenant.” and the bringing theſe Nations unto the. 
aecreſt conjunAion both in judgementand affettion , eſpe- 
cially in theſe things that concern Religion , which with 
gurall controverſiczis the readi-ſt and ſureſt way of atraining 
and ſecuring the Peace and Proſperity of both Kingdoms. 
Edinburgh 18 Junis 1646. : 

Subſcribed in name of the Generall 

Asſembly by the Moderator. 
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T he eAſembites Letter to the Right Hono- 
rablethe Lord Major Aldermen, and Common- 
Councel of ht City of Loadon. 


Yo: lare and ſeaſonable teſtimony -given ro the Truth 
Þ of the Goſpel, and your affetion tothe Peace of the 
Kingdoms , manifeſted in your humble Remonſtranceand 
Petition rothe Honorable Houſes of Parliament , hath fo 
zevived the remembrance of your former Faith and Zeal, 

' and proclatmed you the worthy ſeed of ſo noble anceſtorsin 
' that famous City, As we cannot bur acknowledge with all 
thankfulnesſe the grace of God beſtowed on you, and ftirre 
= uptotake notice, how fince you were precions in rho 
ords fight , you- have be:n ever Honurable , The Lord 

_. © hath Joveflyan, given men for you , and people for your 
- life: What #h honour w2s it in the dayes of old , when the 
fire of the Lord was in Jon» and his furnace in your Jeruſ#- 


{*p ( evenin Queen Marice dayes) that whgre were fondin | 


- 
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 vindicating ofthe ſame frgm thy 3 _-_ of may, and 


Antic his] Seat in chemid(t of you , -thar there were 
ftill found net a few that kept+cheir- Gazments.clean'> 
Bur the ;greareſt praiſe of the, good hand of Goth 'upory 
you hath. been in. this , That, amidſt che many: Miſtsof 
Errour and Herefie which haverifen from the /bortawtefſs 
pit , to be- {hot the faceand darken the glory of the Chunchy 
(while the Bride isa making ready for.the Lamb}. yott have 
held the Truerh , and moſt piouſly endeavoured; the: ſething 
of Chrift upon hjs Throne. We-need not remember how 
zealous:you have been in the Caufe of God ; nor kow':you 
bave Jaid our your ſelvesandeſtates i the maintenance theres 
of, . nor how many acknowledgrments of the atne yout 
have had fromthe Honourable Houſes, not how. precious 
a-remembrance will be had of you in after ages for your ſel» 


' ling of all ro buy the Pearl of priee © We only arthisrimedo 


admire, andinthe inward of our hearts do blefſe the Lord 
for your right and deep apprehenfions of the great and im- 

ortant matters of Chriſt in his Royall Crown, and. of the 
Kingdoms in their Unian > while the Lord maketh offers to 

ring our Ship (ſo much afflicted and toffed wirh tempeſt ) 
ro the ſafe Harbour of Trueth and Peace. Right memo- 
Table is yout Zeal againſt Sets and SeCtaries; your caic of 
Reformation, according te rhe word of God; and the ex- 
ample ofthe beſt Reformed Churches; your earneſt endea» 
Yours and nableadyenrures, for preſerving of rhe rights and 
pri viledges of Parliament, and Liberties of the Kiongdomess 
Together with his Majeſties juſt power and greatneſle; and 
your high profeſſion , thatit is not in the power of any. hnt- 
mane authority ro diſcharge or abſolve you from adhearing 
unto that our ( ſo ſokethnly ſworn ) League and Covenant» 
or to enforce upon you any ſenſe contrary to theletrer of the 
ſame , Beſides your other good ſervices doneuntothe Lord 
and tous , inthe trengrhening of the hands of thereverend 


Aſſembly of Divines ; and of our Commiſſioners in. their 
. aſſerting of rhe goyernmient of Chriſt ; ( which the more ir ' 


be tried will be.ever found rthetmoreprecious Truth, and 
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you menthat, loved nottheir lives .unro'the death? Whar' 

«glory jo after time >» when Satao had his Throne and | 
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' - Comtetaptof the wicked, "Pheſe allas they arefo mihy tes: 


* Kimonies of your Pietie Loyaltie ,/ ard iindaunted reſolu- 
riot to: ſtand for Chriſt 'z Soarethey and ſhill ever Be ſo Ma-” 
ny obligations upon us your Brethren , to 'efteem Higbly of 
you'in the Tord., ro bear you'on our breſts before him might 
» and:day; and to contribute our beſt endeavours ;/ and-ro 1m- 
proveall opportunities fofyour encovragerert, And now 
we befeechFou inthe Lord, 'Henorable and welbeloved', 
goon in this your ſtrength» and in the-power of his mighr 
who hath bonoured you to be faithful ,/ ſtand faſt in that 1» 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made you' free 3' And in the 
purſuance of this truth , *we are confident; as you have, ſo 
you will never ceaſe to ſtudy the Peace and neerer corjunttt- 
onof the Kingdoms , knowing thata rhreefo'd cord 1s not 
eafily broken. Now-the'Lord Jeſus Chriſt kimſelf , and 
Godevenour Farther » which hath loved and honoured you, 
and given you eyerlaſting.conſojation , &:good help through 
grace , comfort your hearts, andſtablſhyon in every goed 
wordand work. | | 


Edmburgh 18 Iuni etipe 
1646. © Subſcribed in name of the. 
v. General Aﬀembly by 


the Moderator. 
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the Aſſembly of Divines in the Kirk of England 
©  #ſſembledat Weſtminſter. 


Much Honoured and right Reverend, 


—_—_ 


T he Afemblies Letter to the right Revere nd | 


t 


_ A Mongſt: other fruits of this our precious liberty. , afret 


& Aſuch diſſipation by Sword and PcRtilenice, ro meet again, 


We account it not the leaſt , ro have the opportuniry of mak- - 
nga publike Declaration of our earneſt affe&ion to all our .. - 
brethren.of tharſNation , and eſpecially your ſelves of the _ 


. Reverend Aſſembly at VVeſiminſter. When we were lately 


"Ka #4 &f 
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wa very low condytjgna we may fay that our own — 'F 
an ; | | | an | wy 


OL. ah 


inth, 54645: 325 
and fears, although imbirrered with rhe ſenſe of theEords 
| dlifplealure againſt our loke warmaefſe and unfairhfulnefſe; 
or Sa 490 nor ſo:3ake up our heart; but that room! was 
. Jeftrocongrarulate with the Lords*peoplerhere in-allthivix 
fuccefles:;; and tercondole with'them' inall their” ger | 
And1f at 2ny rini9257 here: {eemed 'ro be more jedlaugthen 
godly: jedoafiei would: allow, 'we'know' nor bile ca be 
-whautcdroany: dingelſe, burtothe-vehtmicncieof avderit * 
. affection , and impatient defire to haye our brethren : 
and vs j9yped necreriro Chriſt, 'ahdinrererto'one anoph 
allihns Ordinances ;:ahd ef ecial "Is! Fae. ane: 
'ment', ſo well wirranted bythe Word,//and ap n 
þ= ai of .oulr:own. and” other” reformed urchess. 
hefcin your: long and: unwearkdiendeavour? ES h.. 
tblefled with 2 lar ge' increaſei;-which yer; bathoproved/ſtill 
2iſegd imo a:fuether: and more xiorious-expetted havreſt, 
:Therecobld not bewiſha by, mortaFmen a faireropparnu: 
titty. chen is caſt.rxyoor laps, being invited andicharged by 
Aohigh ancuthoriry ro give ſo freeand publikeia re 
rorhoſ? rritths, which formerly many of the Lordsprecis 
ous ones by tongue and pen, by tears and blood. h; re 
Þi riyats bs affer 5d. Lf * be ſmalleſt of Chriſts rruths {1F 1t be 


ta].t0: of rh em ſmall )- is of greater moment ,. 
en ny rhe « b — "buſinesſes that ever have been debated 
fiuce the. beginning of. che world to this day 3 Bur Ag 
eft af honours and-heavyieſt of burdens ispur” Y 
declare out of the ſacred recordsof Divine Truth , what i is. 
the prerogitive-of the Crown anderenrof rhe Scepeer of 
T-ſus Chriſt, whatbaunds are.roibefet. berween Himrale | 
Ing in his Houle, and powerseſtabliſhed by God on Earth, * 
-how..and by whom his Houſe is to þe governed”; 
. what wayesa reſtraint is ro be. put on theſe who would pre» 
vertthis Truzh , and ſubyert the faith of many. No: deube 
ountalas of oppolitions ariſe ,. and, goolfs. of difficulties 
open up wad. dong; 18 this your way 3, Bur you have fi 
'®. iis God that praeh you with ſtrengrh-and maketh-you- 
i - fet an aw before rr who Ts Nolinoan ys and 
iver , and will yer deliver, Weneed ngtpat you 
i munge that as thore: lyethar: ws rimea ſtrickrye on all, -Cv 
z-* - 2 OW 


[IF © "FheGenera# 


aipecial-mannerboth youiano we arcingafed tointerpoſle 


canttelyes: berween; God: and cheie Kingdomes;. berwedn 
tbe woNations:;” between the King-and rhe People; : for 
aveiting of-deſerved wrath, for contirwing, and increaſing; 
of x. wtll:gnounded Inn, for procuring (as far: as in us 
brethaoight ſertling of 'Religion: and Church - Goyerti® 
mMEne3 that when, we ſhall ſleep with' our farherss irbePo- 
Refi here andabroad may be'regping thefruirs of -our(la- 


bouks 2. 9:0 IO! ORD C37 24, Th 3958 
i We-are fully affurediof.your conſtanr. andſedulqus pros 
momeQ of rhis bleſſed Work , and ofthe Lords afiiftingiand 
gdrrying/you 0n therein? Andare confident that your late 
exptriarice and-preſcnt ſenſe of the great danger and-fearfull 
confuſion flowing from the: riſe: and. grouth:of Sets: ant 
Seftarios not ſuppreſſed ;'-bath-ſtirred up_in your hearrsmaſt 
Fervent deſfes ;andcareful enceavours for remedyibg;the 
famegz wherein weexhort you roicomibue and ahound; 
F: 'thatyour-labours ſhall not bein vain in the Lord:, 
xwhofe cich: grace we: commend you 4, and the workin 
vpourhands. $30 Vfix9 [S | #9 . 71 i, 1 or oF 
" oEiurgh 28 fam 1646, 0 0nk6 10 nn 
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2, +> Recommendation to Pregbyteries and :: 
- im 1 © © Provincal Aſſemblizs. ' © | 
LIBRIS I SALICSE > q bao, SinuhH itt 
x: FT HeAfembly recommends to'ſeveralPresbyteries 
"+ FF and Provincial Afemblics ,” ro conſider the intet= 
 : &Þ elts of patticular congregations , in-the calling, 
' ndadmiſiion of Miniſters , withall theſe queftions that'uſt- 
ally Fall out upon that occaſion; And to reporttheir opihiohs 
to thie'next Aﬀſembly ,- with ſome fit Overxures for prevetit- 


- Ingall conteſts in that marger, © hs 
2" The Aﬀembly recommends to Presbyteries andPro- 
yackl Aﬀemblies 56 conſider all the matters referred"by 
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Aſembly, 16455 Fiy 
preceding. Afemblies to; rheconfideration of Frag 0 


And to report tieir opinions therein to the next Allembly,' 
' Aft for a publike Faſt before the next" © 
Aſſembly. | | 


TX Afﬀembly hiving confidered an A& of the Aﬀſem* 
bly 1644 Sei. Vit, ernjoyninga publike Falt ro be keep= 
edi all the Kirks of rhe City where the General Aﬀſembly 
olds upon the firlt day of the meeting of rhe Aﬀfſembly 3 
And finding ſome Iinconveniencies-therein , Therefore ar 
this rime until the matter be further conſidered , Appoints: - 
apublike Faſt and Humiliation for the Lords bleflingta the 


- meeting ofthe next Afſembly , to be EY ſerved . 


in all the congregations of this Kirk upon the- Sabbath next 
except one precteding; the ſaid next Aﬀembly.3 The exer= 
ciſes for the membres of the Aſſembly at their firſt meeting , 
being Kill obſerved according re the ancient and laudable 


_ "praiſe of this Kirk , This appointment notwirhſtanding. 
| X X ; ,6 4 WEN +. ng ; 
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He Aſſembly appoints the meeting of the next Gemoval 


wv Aſſembly tobe at Edinburgh upon the fir F# VPedneſday 


of Auguſt 1647. 
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| Auguſt, 16. 1647, Poſtmeridiem, || 


Att allrwing the half of the Minipers in the 
| Presbyteric of Zetland only, with their Ruling 
© Elders ,"to keep the Provincial Aſſembly. 


=y" He General Aſſembly , Underſtanding thatthe 

"PY whole Members of the Presbyterie of Zothand, 

TY HAR adjoyned to the Provincial of Cairhnes and Su- 
TIC therland upon weighty conſfiderartons by the pre- 

RTE :-cjing Aflembly , cannot-by preſent at the , 
meetings of thar Provincial, wicthour great prejudice to the 
particular Congregations within that Presbyteric , and 
many. other inconveniences ; That Iſle being of great di- 

- Rance from Land , and:rhe pasſage from and to the ſame 
being uncertaine and dangerous : Doe therefore Declare and 
"Ordaine,, Thar the whole Miniſters and Elders of the Pres- 
| . -dmamakes Fet'and,, ſhall not be tyed hereafter to come to 
the meetings of their ſaid Provincial ; Bur that rhe half of 

the number of the Miniſters with theig Rulivg all K 
> 1 F 
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CATH id of Fe M4 pp ever he enemies Hof our L624 
and Liberties are growing to a prevalency in the Neighbout, 
Kin dom. Any one of theſe cohfiderations , 'much more- 
all ofthem rogether, cryatoud1 upOu us te breakour filencs 

o this prefent JunQure of Afaires 5. Jet, we hope to expreſle 
| pe (elves both concerning the preſer tDan ersand PROS 

Duties, as ina confeionable un Brocherl WE edome , fo.in 


Us 42d! indffcoſive; Vay's ; forwe chareno! pleafure nor hag 
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poſe roprovoke me Perfori or Party whatſoeve?; not to ex 


creaſe, butroen 
preſent unhappy differences, Tf any ſhall offend ar our gi. 
-4 ar-contet dary, 'yer we ſhall 74. 
ther choſe torake onr hazard of that, then of diſpleaſing God 
by negle&ot duey... .Butwe bope better things,” then to be 
miſ-underſtood , or miſinterpreted by ſuch as defire a can» 
didc interpreration of their own aftions or expreflions, 
Firſt.of..all, whatſogger the preſent diſcouragements} 
difftcultics or dangers ares er whatſoever for the futarethey 


may be, Hy ener tothe glory of God, - 
+ 


and we doubt .notit a2ll;be remembred-ro his elory in the 
Church ts all ages. » How great a ſalvation hig 
Mighty Hand an Ourftretched Arme hath wrought for 
rheſe three K:ngdomes; How he ſtirred up the Spirits of his 
Peo] leinchls Kingdome.en yeares4g0e , ro begin roſhake 
.of ho Yoke of Prelarical tyranuie”, 'arid of Papiſh Cere os 


| nies oprryded upoh us,” contrary ©6 the Laweszef God and | 


Men; How heleduson from ſo ſmall beginnings, & from 
ane degree ro another, till we were United iu a National 
Covenant 3 How he gaveusaBanner to be diſplayed forthe 
-Fruth, ,. and fo, bleſled us in the proſecucion of that Cove» 
nant, thar theKings Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed upon 
the humble Pericions of his Loyal Subjects in this Nation, 
roindita General Afembly and Parliament for healing the 


grievances of Church and State reſpe@iyely ,' As likewiſe to 


. grant his Royal conſent for Confirming and Racifyiog by 
&sof Parliament our National Coyenant, & the Goveri- 
menr and Liberties of this Church. | Aﬀeer which' rs rew 
Troubles raiſed againſt us by the malice and treachery of oiir 
enemies , did occaſion the firſt expedition of this Nation ins 


to England , (upon which ſollowed the calling of the Parlia® | 


& + 


ment there, and the large Treaty). and in the iſſue, thers- 
turn of that Army was with an Olive branch of Peace, 
and not wichout the beginnings of a Reformation in Enals 
Inwhich work while the Parliament was interrupted and op- 
oled , anda bloody War begun with grear ſucce fe on tlic 
e which oppoſed the Parliament z6the begun Ketoong: 
@n, from whence alſo did actrew great > & 


>» 
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cavour the allaying arid compoſing of the- 
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and t e recovery f-jult' Liberties. : 


| 29 opt ers were riot wanting incendiaries ,: who harir 
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Afombly , 26457 33x - 

iſh Party ( where fl ths Ciſſaticn's? Arms coneladedin 

mt may be in ſtead'of rhany  teftimpnics}) Coney | 
were ſent hither from beth: Houſes” 5\ Spock eſtly inviti wb, 

perfwadingtoa neares Union-of rhe Kingdeimes, and 

my ; Aﬀiſtance from:this Nation to'theit ? Brothies: 1% uhiic 

their great diftreffe'; ' An this by thegood Haiid of Bed 

provice the ſ6lernnie League and Coveitant of the'thies 

omes; ro thererronr of the Pepiflt 39d Hort 


a Rt Enemies;; and'to 'the ou THtrf6He: 
mere wiſhing and wait ing for the Refe 


theſe: njundion of ve Kingdothes Fr Povenine Hand 


-Alrtrles' (deinga ſprciall means ten Ti cots ena _ 
of P ne 


ery: 'and tren rhening rthetr eformmed* Ri 
; tngdotme harb ot liivated and' pmnand Con nh 

Trih Rebels aided and Arenyrheined OE peger 
aidpttfidiaus Counrrey-nien'of offt owiie?"Alrhough alto 


Wying nothir g'morethen' the Union! -of the 


Wmovirffach a Covernt ,:were very vigilant'to' earch; and 


zQive &improvejalt oecaionsof making” divifive monons., 
mheverditine Nationalt 'Differences3" Yer: 'God: hath be$n : 


: piTibufly pleaſed io break our Enettyes ſtrengeli at Hotrtc 


ra was preateft / and to puide us through theſe Teajoti- 
| 5/48 BY ences | Fomenred by diſaffected Bene = 


| Td nord ws : Childrent to the ke, hs < "ifs Fx | 
lang fofth ZAnd hee whofe lizatl dd” exlF our 
Prelacie and''the':Boek '6f Common Prayer ( althoggh 

Is enclined 

the Pafliament of Enphnt 6 owne'n6'bther Choreh Go- 

 yverijinent but the Presb 'eerjal , CFhourh 'y 
Sly. ſented according to Ware s Q 


"is 5 vn TheCeneralt 
awple of the hell HAS: Churches)! can as eaſily c 


6 


£line whenſhee thinks good. both the King and. them, Lo 


'the body. of that Kingdome toa thorow and perfeQ | Refory 
_ awation.:  Hethar made the Asſemblies and-Parliaments of 


.borh Kingdomes to-agrge upon. one. direGtory for the /Pud- - 


Hike W oſtipy of. God ,;; can alſo. when -he will make an a> 


6-7 He in-zbe.qubor Parts, of .Uniformitie, Confefion | 
format ach Fortmnwons,. ang- args: } 
Jnall WR hicktherg beck beenealſoa. go oil progrel made. 4 
the goo med Afſamblie.o Divines: th ouga 
| odh 50d ſolongupon theme > 134 95 3 bite 
aving now ſeen ſomuch.of Gog both in the. | | 

5 46h d;progresſe of this his grear Work; And bis 
vingdoneſe wendrous thin [a his People in their gueate 
-£xrermiges. of 
of * Fpamies 5. ging hemtal even {by their - 


eur hearts , and as memorials befargourcyes, th Es 
*brigg.the Works: the Lord.+;an the Years of whe ght 
;Handofthe moſt High, wee: . may, gejther want matrer of 
"Praiſes and thanks of z op experience to;breed hope. 
Although thehuil che Houſe of the Lord in £» 


alſo.the work ceaſcth ,. 
the Lord forthe laying of theFoundatiop,, and for 
.progres([eas hath beenmade inthe Work ; Having: 
- idence iathe Almighty ,, towhom nothing is 
- t09 bard, thateyery,Mountaine which doeth or; 

ix the war dal become. a plane z »-and-that, the T's 
Knllbec 


TE 


re ICTLL, Foe we age alſo very ſenſible of the preat and ; 


- . Imminert dangers into which :hisCommon Cauſe 
gionis nowbrought by the growipg andpreadio 
dangerous errours in Keelend 
- of the be n Reformartion,asnamely ( befide. many others) , 
_ Socintaniſme, Arminianiſme, Anavapgilme, Antinomianiſyj 
Browniſme ,. ie. niſme, Independency,, and that wich | 
Is called Pb efche word} Libe 4 of Se: 


having. diſcovercd and. defeate ' 
eg 'Theſetþmgs.vee reſolve-ta keep, MO an 


Senotjyer, after foh y expeAarion | finiſhed , and. nav : 
et wee. doe from. our, hearts.ole # 


ought. farch wich ſhoutings of: Joy, 1 \Grgcs Grew | 
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| Aſſembly, wen . — $33, 
Fkdeed Liberty of Errour:,. Scandall Schiſme3 EF exche* 
E (bonouciog God, oppoſing the Truth, hindering R eto 
{ marion3 and ſeducing'orhers 3 Wherenpte we 2dde choſe 
Nollifidians," or men of no Religion , commonly callei 
Seekers : Yea, wee cannot: but look upon the Dangers of 
the true Reformed" Religion in;this Wand,” as greater now 
thenbefore;: Net onely for thar thoſe very principles & fans 
damentals of Faith which under Prelacy, yea, under Popery 
it ſelf, '' were generally received as uncontroverted, are: 
now-by the Scepticiſme of manySecaries of thistime either 
oppugned',- or called in queſtion 3 But alſo , betauie. in 
ſtead ofearrying onthe Reformation towards pzrfeftion » 
that: which bach beene already built is inpatt'caft down, 
ind in dznger to be wholly overthrowne through the ende-/ 
yours of Setaries ro comply with many of the Prelaticall 
a8 Malignant , and eveathe Popiſh party ; and.their joyne, 
we hand inhand , and cafting in their Jots, and interwea- 
vieg their intereſts together in way of Combination, a 
gainſtthe Covenant and Presbyteriall Government; Yea, 
 reunclean' ſpirir which was caft'out, is about ro entera- 
guns witir ſeven other fpirits worſe then himfelfe, and fo 
F the Jattet'end like ro be worſe thenthe beginning.  *' 
| © Weare'exremely ſorry that we have cauſe to aggravate. 
1 theſe evils from the crying ſin of breach of Covenant, Whe= 
reof if we: ſhould hold our peace , yet according to the 
Word of the Lord ; other Nations will ſay, and many . 
among'them do ſay ,' Wherefore harh the Lord done thus 
itorhis People > and what meanerh the hear of this grear 
atiger?--A-nd they anſwer one another , Becanſe they have for- 
falen the Covenant of the Lord their God. We would nor be 
underſtood as if we meant either to Juſtifie this Nation , or- + 
to charge ſuch a fin upon all in that Nation. We know the. 
Covenant bath been in divers particulars broken by many in 
both  Kigdomies', the Lord pardon it, and accepta Sacri- 
fice; And'wee doe not doubt but there are many ſeven 
thouſands in England who: have not onely kept themſelves 
unſported.,- and retained their inregrity in that buſineſſes 
| burdoealſo mourne and groane beforethe Lord for tharſim 
| Pfothers.. Yer ye ſhoyld burdeny our own ſonce and Wo 
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.Truth,. if we,ſhould, nor reſent ſo greata ſine aig 
anger , 2s is the breach. ofaſslemne Covenant., (worn 


however yarniſhed over with ſome colourable and handſong 
Prerexts z. one. wheteof is rheLiberry.& Common Right of 


the free People of Fagan, as once. $aul brake a Covenant | 


with the Gibeonites, In his Zeal tothe Children of Ifrael and It; 
dab: Yet God could not then, and catinor now be mocked; 
Yea, itisrqo. apparent and, undeniable.,. that among thoſk 
who did take ;the Covenant of the, three Kizgdomes ,;.48 
there are many. who have given themſclves > derefiabls 
indifſerency or neutralitite , ſo'there is a Generation 
which hath made defeCtion-to the eonrrary Part z Perſecyts 
ing as far as they could char true Reformed Religion, *Ml 
Dotrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline; and Government:, which 
hy the Covenant they ought to preſerve againſt the corntnon 
Enemies bindeting and reſiſting the Reformation and 
Jniformity , which by che Covenant ought ro beeendes; 
voured; preſerving and toleratingthoſecurſed things which 
by the Covenant ought so be extirpare, Hereſic and Schif 
me » encroaching upon, .yea offering violence -yhto--rhe 
Rights, Priviledges, and Authority of Magiftracie » , Pto- 
reCting. and afliſting ſuch. as by the Covenant ought to haye 


, 


heen brought to condinge triall and puniſhment , and pers | 


ſecuting thoſe who by the Coyenant, ought to be afliſted and 
defended; Endeavouring allo a breach in ſtead of a-firmt 
Peace and Union between the Kingdomes: So-that theres 
notany one Article of the Solemne League and'Coyenaiit 
which hath- not been finfully and dangerovuſly-violated :be= 
fore God, Angels, and Men. Now if a Covenant far- 
the Preſervarion' and Reformation of Religion , the Main- 
rtenance and-- DYence of Liberties was juſtly thought 2 
fit and excellent mean , not only to ſirtngthew arid fortifie the 
Kingdomes againſt the common Enemue of the true Refor- 
med Religion, publike Peace and Proſperity 3 Bur alſos 
zo acquire the favour of Almightie G O D towards the thitt 
Kingdomes,> of England , . Scotland', and Ireland ,- as-is &x- 
presſed in the. Lrdinance of the Lords and Commons 
for whe taking of the Covegant , dated. February a ws 
ur 


Wirh harids lifred up tothe moſt High God : Whick breach Þ 
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{| Surely then the Autors and chief Inſtruments ofthe breach 
id of that Covenane , are to be looked upon as. thoſe whe 
-firengrhenthe hands of the commori Enemie » and provoke 
the wrath of Almighty God againſt theſe Kingdomes. Yea, 
3f this Covenant was the Soveraigne and onely meanes of the yecove« 
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13 of rheſe embroiled bleeding Kingdoms, as is expreſſed im 


the exhorration of the Aﬀembly of Divines to the taking of 


the Covenant, approved and ordered to, be Printed by:the 


= 


Houfe of Commons 3 The deſpiſing , refufing, and caftir 
afide of that any & muſt needs render the diſcaſe much 
more deſperate. And if by the Declaration of both Kings 


' domesjonyed in Arms , 4m 1643. ſuch as would nor take 


the Covenant-,, were declared to he publike Enemies to their Re- 
ligion aud Countrey , and that they are tobe cenſured and punshed as 
profeſſed Adverſaries and Malignants, Who Teeth not now a 


ſtrange falling away from theſe firſt Principles and Profeſli- 
ons, among theſe whoeither magnifieand cry up , or atleaſt 


connive at and comply with ſuch as have not taken the Co- 
venant , yea, are known Enemies to'it , and cry down ſuch 
as are moſt zealous for it 7 Gol i 

_ Inthis cafe, while in the Neighbour Kingdom , the ſtaves 
of Beauty and Bands, Covenant & Brother: hood are broken 
by many , rhe horne of Malignants and SeCtaries exalted, 


- the beſt affected born down , Reformation ebbing , Herefie 


and Schiſme flowing 3 It can;hardly be marvelled at by any 
Perſon of prudence and diſcretion , if we be full of ſuch 
feares and apprehenfions as uſe tobe in thoſe who dwellneat 
a Houſe ſet on fire, ora Family infeQted, eſpecially being 
taught by rhe ſad experience of theſe Prelatical rimes, how 
ealily a Gangrene in the one balf of this Iſland may ſpread 
through the whole 3. Knowing alſo the inverterate and. inſa« 
tiable malice of the Enemies of this Cauſe and Coyenanr 
againſt this Church and Kingdome ; which we cannor be 
Ignorant of, unlefſe we would ſhut our eyes & ſtop our eats. 
; Our pteſenr purpoſe leadeth us to touch ſamewhat of the 

. proceedings of the Army in England this Summer , ſo faras 
eligion 1s therein concerned; As. we are confident, di- 
vers have gone a long with them-in the ſimplicity of their 
hoajts 4 & we prefiume not to judge the thoughts &inten- 
| tions 
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Parliament bad taken in hand ) the rerarding and dela ing 


Epiſcopal party, i Betrapes Ter Rag boch of 
Ich , whether the Ar- 


(when ſuſpeQedin others ) they did ſo wuch cenſure ; of 
wherher, rhere be ſuch athing among them, as adjoyning | 
*with thoſe againſt whom , and againſt thoſe with whom | 1 
the Covenant wastaken; Weleaverthem in all theſe to the }- 
ſearch and examination of their own conſciences, thar they '| ,4 
"may ſtahd or fall unto God Forour part., wecannot coth |: 
ceive how the Propofals of tharArmy for ſetling of a Peacs, | 
do in point of Religion confiſt with the ſolemn League and 
Covenant, or with the' Propoſitions of Peace, formerly 
agreed upon by both Kingdomes ; there being ſo confid& 
rable omiſlions of divers materiall defires contained M 
thoſe former Propoſitions , concerning the abslition d& |-- 
Prelacy'; concerning the injoyning of the taking of the I. 


| " Covenant by all his Majeſties Subjetts , under ſuch penal» |- 
= Ties as the Pafliamenrs ſhould agree upon ; conerray : 
| the ſetting of Religion in England and Ireland ,- accords | 
ing to the Covenant, in ſuch mariner as both Houſes of | ® 
Parliament ſhall agree on , after advice had with the of 
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have from the Donne, profeſſed, and the want whereof [ 
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Aſſembly of Divines, concerning the ſerling ofiiniformle |.-: 
ty between the Churches of God in both Kingdomes , 1 15g 
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| *ording to the Covenant , in ſuch mamier as ſhall beagreed; 
on by both Houſes of the Parliament of England, andbyhe: 
Church , and King pore of Scotland; after advice hadith: 
the Divines of hock: Kingdomes 3 Alſo cbncernig; an A, 
of Parliametit ro confirm the calliog and fitting of the Aſs; 
Faoly of Divines: All which , with ſomeorher:particus 
r$ Concerning Religion, exprefiedin the former Propo 
fitzons', if they ſhould now be omitted inches ſerling ofa 
eace, the propgreſſe already, made; hor otily inithe. Af- 
embly of Divines, burin the ag + Parliamentin ſets 
log Presbyreriall, Government , with'the. Confeſſion: of 
- | Faith, yea the DireQory of publike/ Worſhip: (rhough/ 
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a { agreed upon by the Aſſemblies and Parliaments of - both 
6s | \Kingdomes) ſha}! bee bur ſo muchloſt labour. - Bur behde 
t | theſe omiſſions it may be juſtly doubreq whether there be 
t' | yotin theſe Propoſals of the Army, ſomewhar for Epifca= 
y | pocy, audagainft the Covenant; For wee canndt iunders 
£ Rand the eleveath Propoſal; iti ary 


oy other ſenſe,: bur that jt 
;C 


t |  ſuppoſeth che contitiuance of the EcclefiaſticalofficeokBis- 
g hops or Prelats, as well as of any other CharchOfficers, and 


| taketh-no more from the Prelars,but E6ercivepower arjury(- 
{ dition extending ro civ1I penalties, whidhtindeed beloagerh 
|| cono Ecclefifticall Officers. Inchetwelfth Propeſall,:wee 
. do not ſee, how it cat ayoid or ſhun thetoleranion:ofPoperys 
| Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſme, Profannefſe, or whatſoever 
| | . works of darkneffe ſhall be pradtiſed fy ſuch as difpiſe.xhe 
| Rene Wordhip or Gor in the Church, have the moſt /une« 
- |. awfulaud wicked meetings elſe whereunder aprofeſiion of 
.; Religious duries,, exerciſes or ordinances.” 'Fromthe thir- 
. teenchPropoſall,we cap make no other reſule,bur-thatin ſte« 
. ad of exjoyning the taking of tlie Covenanr ,:underſuchipe- 
. Halties as the Parliaments 1n their wifdome ſhall a gree upons 
«3 ' former ordinance of Parliament enjoyningthe taking of 
» | is defired to be repealedand thenwhat may The thedanger 
f | vf thoſe thar kavetaceryor ſhall rake an oarh afthar kinde,not 
|: Enjoyned nor ratified by authority, wee leave itto bejudged 
; |. Þy thoſe who know beſt the Lawes of that Kingdome. 
« |... One thing more 'wee cannot ipaſſe; vhar whereas in the 


. Anuics Declaration ; pr Reprelenarion apt ag 
o ' « | X , Gard 


338 T he Generahl - 
/ daredJunery 1647, they mention their Brethren of Scatlant; 
as having proceeded inthe vindication and'defence of their 
juſt rights and liverties z much higher chen that Army hath 
done 3; Wee are neceffirated. ro ſay this much for ckaringof 
 theſeproceedings in this Nation reflefted npon : They of 
this Churchand Kingdom who joyned together and affocia- 
eedrhemſelves inthis,Cauſe, firſt by humble Petitions , and 
afterwards by Covenanr,,. were ſo far from lighting or bre-' 
akingthat:Coyenant which was taken , tharir was the ſpee 
cial vifible charafter by which the friends of the Cauſe wery 
diſtinguiſhed: from the enemies thereof and they were ſa 
Far fro crying down the Miniſtery and Ecclefiaſticall AF 
ſemblies , or from diſobeyingany Orders or Commands of 
Parliament ,. thara' Generall Aſſembly of rhe Chutch', ani 
a Parliament , were two chief Heads of their Petitionsand 
defires , :at; that:xime when they had: neither; And when 
they had: obtained, a Gener all Aſembly and Parl lame ne, 


my 


ey: chearfully ſubmirted ro both reſpectively. F 
'-.--Andnow the dangers of Religion in this Hand beingſs 
- great 3-as. then hath, been. lately a Solemne ,Humiliraripn 
- 'throoghour:this;Land , 1upon. occaſion of theſe great, ahd 
ag arowing dangers 3:ſo,we cannot bur ſtill fook ypon themss 
” mareersof frequent Prayer and. Humiliation: to our ſelves, 
28 well-as.:our: Brethren -in_ England, there being mit 
fin im both-Kivgdomes, procuring all thisevill, and julfly | - 
-deſerving_ theſe , 2nd: heavier judgements. - And, as We 
 -:defire 1n the firſt place to be humbled for our own ſits» 
and the:fins of this-Natton , ſo we truſt , our Brethren'wil 
_ -bee- willing to be put in minde of rhe necgfliry of rheir Hu- 
- -*miliarion:-and;;Repertance for the. Novonal ies 'of Tha 
*Kiggdome:; , which wee.ſhall wiſh racher to be ſadly cor 
- "-idered: by them; then. expreſſed .by. us. _ One thing w 
are: confident; of ,; that God hath hada ſpeciall conrroy 
| Ne agaioſt-his People; of old for the ſmofa broken Ce \ 
--piant-4 Jand;uowillingnefſe ro bee, Reformed and Punedf -- 
{innes:werg AckroWwiedged and ,regented , his Controvenley . - 
DF dd not-takeagn end, Ve. are no ſelf con dent wh#t nel >. c 
'  - * gudiygndrecllalaBedvidlia rnderasts conlgiencet] 
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| Mely ſearch our, weigh well;monrnfor, and ſtudy to neapov® | 
' allthe cauſes of the Lords preſent controverſie againſt thia* 
Nation. * What the honourable Houles of Parliamenthay © 
to. bee humbled for,and to reform or amend; they have been 
.( and we truſtRtill are) put in mihde by ſuch asare Ambafſa- 
_dours ro them in Chriſts ſtead ar their folemn humiliatrons; 
..For our part » as we have alwayes mentioned theny mgur 
prayers, with thanksgivings alſo in their behalfe ;. {o' we 
now muſt humbly. beleech the Lord, ts diret"and*blefſe 
. them, andin thelr preſent difficulries to keep them by his 
; Grace from all fiafullcompliance; eſpecially from eft#bMh- 
..lng iniquity by a Law , ro ſhew them why he'contenderh 
.with chem ,- that the true cauſe of his controvetfie may be 
- ,zemoved , and thar the glory of his Name , the Kingdowe ; 


E Tame League and Covenanc with us, and eſpeti Fes 


wbly of 


. care , faithfulneſſe and zeal; 'to hold faft the profeſſion o 
.. their Faith without wavering,, againſt the many herefies and 

Errors of theſe times ; that they nay according to. their pla- 
.-.Ces and callings endeavour to the utmoſt of 'theit power td 
prevent or hinder the laying aſide of lighting of the Cove= 

; nant, the re-eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy, andthe toleration 
Sys of Popery . Prelacy, Herefic , Schiſme , Supetſtition, or 
.. Profanneſſe, and nor ſuffer rhemſelyes,direaly of tadirectly, 
«: dy whatſoever combination, perfwation or terrour., robes 
-. divided and withdrawn from that bleſſed Union 'and Satred 


.. Covenant , cither) to the cantrary fide; of 


t0'1 heurraliry: 
"rhe -glorie of 


# #» 


; Fug, the good of the Kingdotes , v4 rhe Honour of ch 
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- Kings. but all the dayes of their lives zealouſly and conftanes. || 
 1y continue herein againſt all oppoſition., and promote:tHie 


. Jame according to their power againſt'all lers and impedi« 
ments whatſoever , whiclr things both they and wee have 


 folemnly and in the fight of God ſwortiunto, And as we de» 
. . bred them to reſt confident of the conſtancy of their Brethren | 


inthis Nation, in adhering to that Covenantin all che Artie 


cles rhereof, which we ſhallby the Grace of Chriſt {without 


which we are nothing ) ſincerely , really, and conſtantly 

purſue and promote, ſo faras concerneth' our Places and 

. 'Callings; uſing our utmoſt endeavours towards rhe ſup« 

_.. preſſion of thoſe errors, which bave ſo dangerouſly hnre Re- 
Jigion in this Iſland: So, weexpeR confidently th 


. . our Brethren in England united in Covenant with us, and 


., that what ever they may have cauſe to fear or bee called to; 


tuff 


L 


as that they may be able to ſay , All this #5 come upon us . yet 


e like of 


fer , yerthe Lord will ſo ſtrengthen them by his graces 


- 1. Þqre we not for gocten thee ; neither have we dealt falſely in thy Co- | 


nant. And here is the wiſdome and patience of rhe Saints, 
ro chooſe afiition rather then iniquity , ro do duery in the 
_ worſt of times, and to truſt God with events,and in ſo doing, 
% [0 IOPe tothe end and wait upon the Lord , untill hee plee 
ad theircauſe and execute judgemenr for them: . So ſhall 
they. bee more purified and not mae blacker (as , alas, 
ſomeare) but whiter 1n times of tryall. = 


_- . More particularly , wee do defire that Presbyteriall Go- 
- . Yernment may be ſerled and pur.in prattiſe roms © out that : 


Kingdom , according to'the Word of God , and example 


of the þeſt Reformed Churches: for without this wee know _ 


| igion-there» or for purging the Church from 
_. :Acandals, which are deſtruQtive either to ſound Doctrine 
or to.Godlineſſe: Andherein we are confidenc , the expes 
nenceof all the Reformed Churches will bear wineſſe with 


no other Froper and effeQtuall remedy againſt the preſent: 


> -.'U5. Nor do wedoubtbut in Exglandalſo, time and expe | , 
©,, Hence will moreand more commend, not only the beaus | 
.  tifullordex, but the great utility, yea, neceflity of this Go-' 


7 


i vernment, and diſpellalltheclouds of aſperfions and py 


Gices which it lieth gadgr ayong ſuch az know, ir nor » wi'® 
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ought therefore to beware-of ſpeaking evill of the thing ing 
they underftand not. Yer we would not haye our zeal for 


| Prebyreriall Governttient miſ-underſtoos , as ifitrended 


£0 any rigour gr domineering over the flock, or to hitgder 


| Woe lude that inftruQting in meekneſfſe them that oppoſe : 


themſelves, which the TT ruſe holds forth; or 
asif wee would have any ſuch to bee intruſted with'thas 
Government, as are found not yet pnrged > evher from 
their old proficyctle. or fram the * ical principles 


re 
and praQiles which were but roputapicce of new'eloath. 


_ ito anold garment, and fo ro make the rent' worſe; or: 


 foputnew wine into old bottles, and fo to loſe both wine 


4 
| 


'Khe hath already tru 


and bottles. * Yea whoknows whether this maynot bone: 
ofthe cauſes”, {' 2nd nor the leaft ) why the prefect okbes 
matian ſucceeds the worſe , even becauſe of {olictle repen=; 


j: fance,' cirher. for the profanneſſe ,” or Prelaricall errours 


ind corruptions of divers who have adted in it : Neyerthe=. 


# Jeff", the righrhand'of fellowſhip'is ro bee giventoall ſuch: 


as bring forth fruies meer for repetitance, 'wharſoeverrhicio 
former errqurs of failings were. Andtoour great joy; we 
undefſtand that there Ire many learned; able , godly, wnd 


'-wt 


| Fooon: Miniſters in that Kingdome,' fit to bermployedin 


ac Government » rogether with ſuch able and piousmen', 


Wire to be joynied with them in the capacity of ruling B14 


ders. Ir ſhall be apart ofour prayers, that the Lord of 
the Harveſt may ſend forth many more labourers"inthat 
Kingdome, where the Harveſt is ſo great. and the Labourers 
{| few WepeRREY ;- and in the theane while , that ſuch 
@he b it out, may noxbeynemployed,. as to 
the point of diſcipline and Government, ; VA, I" 
Nor laſtly , doth our zeal for the Covenant and Presbye 
teriall Government abate or diminiſh aay rhing atall from 
our Loyalty and Duety to the Kings Majeſty, although 
Jacendiariesand Enemies ſpare nor to reproach this Church 


and Kingdome wich Dislayaltie, :. Yer ſuch calumnies wi 


faſily be repudiare by all who- will, examine the whole 
cow ſ ofthe publikeproceedings in this Nation , in.refe= 


__ rothe Rong, and percent ko fp of bo 
axltamonr of, this Kingdame , d Janiar tf, 1647. 
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3 + LORIE ſuch calumoics, whiche cannot bat F 
| barefull to God, ao good. Men,wee da, RG 206 candid] 
le, That the Covenant and Presbyteriall Goyernm 

a'.far from hindering, or. excluding .our dueny to the | 
Kinw.: that 1c 1s thereby: yery. much ſtrengrhened and fups 
poxfedz. for our. giying to. God what 15 Gods doth. no 
biderus , butbelp us. rogiyeunts Ceſar what is Cafars, | 
And wee earneſtly wiſh his Majcfties Royall heart mi s 
graciouſly,inclined rh: gut d deſires of his good Subje! 
Kingdomes, andi0 y ſerdemerrof Truth and |} 
eaces Religion and ogy eſſe, which may be; 
well forche Fen of his own. Throne, as for, * | 
good of his people. . 
Now. the Prince of Peace. Himſelf, grant his elite 
Pegple>.colſed with tefnpeſts and nox; comforted, af 
and.wel - grounded: FR m8 hgh of che. preſen 
darknefle > and. order out 0 F ele. Toa ſions ," giv 
=_ Ha xwho are waiting Fae a My Ir [frac] 4 
pe through grace, their beawts, them in every g 
rye bus meg criumph ar laſt over ore: J- 
Ended b and = enemies foor to ſlide jn'que time , arid 


Pra A Soug age in the mouths ha propls Amen, 
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| by : en eget, Familie Word "* Fi gp 

Hz General Aﬀetn bly afrer mature: Aiberaiiog doth 
Pies the Api and DireQtions,, for che- 

xii Piery and preventh FT Diviſion and: Sthifme ; 4d 
thi ppojnt Miniſters and Rnjing Flders in each Conj 

.. gation to take ſpeciaffcare that theſe Diretjonsbe'obſer 

and followed; ; As likewiſe that hea 25: and Frovieny 


pu” $; 
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uire and make t 


WM 
ryall 'whetherthe faidsDireRi- 
- 0gs bee diiely plerveds in the Poet, and to repreve'or 


Sye 


$yaqds aaqu 


cenſure | (accord in 
hall bee found Br 
\ fotheend that Nchere 
tuall and un 


tothe quali 


y ofthe offenc&}):fach'as 
roveabl te ch 1 itt end | 
BY cethions Til 


foſtble rhong an ogh rite iſtainegs' 
Ic& of che very ſubſtance ofthis duty'6f Fatjjly Wadthip, 
The Afembly Y Ot farther ri who 4 ppoint- 

and Ruling Fldert . 0 make diligen Ra Fe 
the Congregations. 'commirted ro rf ev, E 
whether rhere bee among them, rs 6 Camn 
which uie co nevlett this neceſlaty tty's AY * $6 ck 


ates of 


"FI 


&. 


Family. be found, the head. ra Tilt atl- 
.monithed priwAttfy to 3mend this fanfr ; : wn 
conciauing therein”, he/isrobegr Tod 2 
by. the Se: ON. . After es | 
roneglet inifie Wot ſhip n 
1a ſuch an offehte,;fulp hes 
. Supper, as being ifahty eons commicns 
therein till heament.. 


T be Direttions of the G Ma pal A at. 
DBecrer and Pruvate Wortlyp Gn matuall ad; 7 
_ for ehbthitbing. Picty, formaintaini « 
| "in a pa DWne;'s G yo 


rs the publike Wotthip tn Ton ngragardns, an: 
fully eltabliſhed in this YA FR, bod oe pabity's/ fe 
i pedienrand. neceſſary , that Secret Wotrlhip dfeach-perfo 
. alone , and Private, Worthy of Families bes iedandfſer 
:. Up; Thar with Nitionall Refortation the profeflionſand 
.:, power of Godlineſſe' both Pcrſonall and Domeſtick: becad- 


vanced .. 
L. And firſt for Secrer Worlbipz Iris moſt neeeſar, that 


_ 98 a at and by themſelves: be piyen to Prayeraud 
i inks rg © "Medi- 


t>, 


« Way of 


344: The Generat . 
Meditation, The mw je benefir whereofis b known, 
rothew who, Are, aries therein : This Reins rhe 
ks eo ay in a ſpecial way communion with Gog 1s en- ' 
89.448 -and right preparayjon for all other duties obtain» 
wheretoreifberomerh 'not onely Paſtors, within - 
ew. Area Char Mets xa prefſe Perſons of all. forts ta per- 
forme. chis dure orning and Eyening , and at orher occa« 
fions;, .þuralſo.it is inpunbear tothe heid of every Family,  - 


ro have a.care that be emſclves 8 all within their charge 
þe daily FG Ent herein, 
11. Fhegrdinar 1 comprehended under the exerciſe 


of Brekie : vas; ſhould bein Families when'they are con- 

vearnaro: 2 hard effet FOuls rheſe.: Firſt, Prayer and Pratſes 

performed Foe eclall reference as well to the publike 

congdiion' fr preps and this mg es > asto the 

relens, ca caſe £ of Erhe be amilic , and ev erg member t 'Fiane. 

ext, Reading ripryresy won 
perche - 


$644 a4 t - 


( hater: ochrhſh qualified). in rake! upon him in 
*any plage, but he! ny Mach /Gliled thereunto by Ged and 
his wy, din every Familie where there is any thar cat. 
| 7, » :The holy Scripcure s ſhould be read ordinarily ro the 

anylie; And is is commendable yhat thereafter they confer, 
and by way of conference make ſome good ufe of what hath 


; beene readand hearg: As for example, if any fin'be reproved 


in the Wart read*uſe may bee made On ro make all the' 
Familie gircumſp=&t dads wat-h v1 againſt the ſame; Or,ifa- 
ny jndgement be threatned or merged ro have beene in- 
flictediochar Portion of Scripture whi Lis read,ule may bee 
mderp oaks all che Familie fear, leſfthe fame or Worle 
Judgement be fall Ree, unleſl; chey beware of the fin rha 
procured, 


"_—e 
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1n ſingularcaſes, ſpecially.concernivg 
(in Che 


 andlead captiveſilly and unſtable fouls. 
-- V4. -Ar Family Worſhip a ſpeciall a 
' that each Familie keep by themſelves: Neither requi-» 


/ 


Afiembly, 1647, 345 
rocured it: And finally, if any duery be required, or Conwy + 
oft held forth. in a promiſe”, uſe may beemade to fBiirre-up 
themſetves to imploy Chriſt for ſtrength ro.enable them fog? 
doing the commanded duty , and roappy the offered cort- 
fore-3. In all which che Maſter of the Familic isto have'the- 


- chif hind, And any member. of the Familie may propone”” 


ane queſtion or doubt for r:ſolution. © T9 
"TV. The head of the Family is ra tak=carethar none of | 


the Familie withdraw himſelf from-any- part of Famulie - 


| | Worſhip: And ſeeing the ordinar performance ofall che. 


arts of Familyworſhip belongeth properly ta the head-of 
Fe Famtly, The Minifter is DR —s ſuck asare lafie, 

and traine up ſuch asiare weak to a firnefle for theſe exerci>: 
ſes.' / Tebeing alwayes free ro perſons of qualitic to entere, 
tain one approven by the Presbyrerie-fox performing Fax: 


_ milie Exerciſe; And'in other families where the head /'of 
the Familie is unfit, that another conſtantly: refiding in 
the Familie approven by the Miniſtes.and $ | 


| on:, may bg 
imploycd in that ſervice; Wherein the Miniſter and Sefes _ 


8 fion afe to be countable ro the Presbyteric. And if a 
' Miniſter-by divins providence bee brought to any Fae 
-milie 5 Ir 15 requifire , rhat at,no time be:conveen a.past 


of the Familie for Worſhip ſecluding the. ref ; -Excepe 
eſe parties , which 
itian prudence”) need: not» or anghe nar to, bee 


imparred ro others. FF: her "Oy 
V. Let no Idler wha hath no particular calling, - or 


yagrant Perſon under pretence of a calling , . be ſuffergd 


rform worſhip in Families, toar for theſame : | Seeing 
rfons rainted with errourg. or aiming at diviſion, may 
be ready  ( after that manner ) 10 creep. into houfes 


» . s 


care is ta be had 


ring}, ipvicing, nor admitting perſans.from divers Fami- 


lies; 'Unlefſe jr be theſe who are lodged- with them or-ac 


og , or otherwiſe with them upon ſome lawfull pccae- 
© $o0, SE | | I 


vi. 


oy 
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; VI. Whatſoever hath beenthe effe&ts and, fruits of 
Meetings of perſons of divers Families in the times-of. 
corruption or troyble fin which cafes many things are come 
mcadable , which otherwiſe are not-rolerable) Yec when | 
Gad: hath blefſed: us with Peace and the purity. of the . 
Goſpel, fuch meetings..of, perſons of . divers. Families 
. exceptan che.caſes m2ntianedin theſe. Direions ) / are 
ro be dilapproved,;as:tending to; the hinderance of . the. 
Religious exerciſe of ach;;Familie by itſelf, ro the preju« 
dice of che publike: Miniſtery,, to therenting of the. Fami- 
lies of particular Congregations and (10 progrefie of” 
rime) of the whole Kirk: ;befides many offences which may 
come thereby, to the hardning of the hearts of carnall men, 
and grief ofthegadly.: .. a8; ind 9 iid, nh 5c 
NH 1. On the Lords Day ,. after eyery one of the Fami- 
by apart , and the whole Familyrogecher have ſoughr rhe 
Lotd- (in whoſe hands the; \*gr Tong? mens hearts are; ) 
to fir them for the pubiicke., Worſhip, and co.bleſſe ro rhem 
the publike Ordinances.% The Maſter of the Familie aug hc 
rs take care thatall wirbin his .charge repair.co- the, ke | 
Worlhip-, thar-he and: they. may joyne with. the reſt of the 
Congregation3.!And,. the publike Worſhip being fiaiſhed, 
after prayer ,* he ſhoy}d take an: account what they baye he- | 
ard; Andrhercafter ro ſpend the reft of the rime which they 
may ſpace,'in Catechifing and in ſpirituall conferences upon 
the Word of God ;.- Or elſe (going apart ) they oyghc to 
- apply rhemſclvesro reading, meditation , and ſecret prayer, 
© thatthey may confirme and increaſe their Communion wirh 
{God ; 'Char ſo the profit whichthey;found. in the publike 
- Qrdinances may bee cheriſhed and:promoved , : and they 
more edified unro-eternall life,. .:;. -/ 4 , Lo: 
© ©. TX. $0 many as can conceiveprayerz oughtto make uſe 
' of that gift of God : Albeit theſe who are rude and weaker 
© may begin ataſerform of prayer ; Bux ſo , asthey bee not 
_ "-ſlaggiſh in ſtirring-ap-in themſelves. (according; ro their 
| daily neceſlities) the ſpiric of prayer ,; which js given to all 
the children of Godin ſome meaſure. To which effect, 
they ought ro bee the mgrefervencand frequent in ſecret 
prayer ta.God ,. for enabling of their hearrs. ro * 
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ah hfdrynedths - oliveniche(defites to-God for 

elt Familie, Andin the me; n'time for their greater on< 

2h ket Jer-thicſ-miaterialls 4 rayer be meditated 

ed tnade af bap followerh#”” 4900 Gr RE: » 

"term confefſe t&Godhowuny 1 tHEyre 1 ro comes 

hl ee ft" ro worſhip his Majeſty 3- And 
therefore earneſtly ask God the (it prayes;- ©2115” 

are to conrabs Hreit fins; 2nd thefins ofthe Flmily 

nl z anCcot demning themfclves forthemt, 

RW bring rheis ſouls" ro ſome meaſure of rue hurl. 
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The eto, Lit our ble ſouls 56/&6# /:in the Nameof 
co by hi ;for forgivinefe of firis;; f0r Gcaceto 
n ne Fe, wy rolive foberly 3g fer Rn 
> "and char they 'rti rye God wich) and de rus 

1&rn Defore Him boy aye fol. 3 
"I'They are to give chanks4 to God for his «any mercieso 
is pegple , "and ro thetiiſelves. and eſpecially fo? hisloyd 
- aud foreheTHRr of the Goſper.-* 3 1487 
ar®'t6 pray for fch particalarbenefits ,/ Spiritual 
and'Te Fore {-25they 2hdin need'6Ffor the time; flies 
thet mv ing or. Evening) 'as health'or ficknefleyprofe 


{JST 2 V 


FS Wo LBTerike. PITGU 0% 2373 AL (Out ge OI 
os vghr to'pra EIry Kirkof Chriſtin general,tOr | 
IX the Reformed' 4 forthisKirkin partieular;and 


1 Deke NN be ame 6F Chriſt forall our /Supes | 
Fiours>” The Kings M4 .'the Queene;/ anditheiv-Child- 
Ten, "for the Mapiſtrires, "Minifters-, aid; whols bodyof 

1©Con repation whereof they/are embers; ax wellfor 


"their" Ne hbeurs abſcniri in their lawful alfaires,25 for thoſe. | 


ba fie: 34s 3; Wul3to 
v..d HEPI2yer may be cloſed wich avec def ire, charGud 
yore glorified 31. rhe comming of the Kipgdome of. his 
en, and.in the doingof his wil; And with affurancerhar 
vs are acce 2 and what they have mt ACCOr= 

Ping cots wilf half beone,” '0551f* | 
ſeexerciſes onght to be petformed i in great FE 
p62 delay-;-loying-afde al Exetcifegot worldly 
buhnefle or hinderances, » Notwithſtanding the aol of 
$3 
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348 TheGonerall 
Atheiſts, and profane men; In reſpe& ef the g! 
excs ofGodro this Land, and of his ſevere Corcaions: 
zewith Jarely he hath exerciſed us,' ;:And to this « 

s of eminency { andall Elgers of rhe Kirk) not 0 
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ought trodtir op themlelyes and their. Families to diligenca” | 


herein 3 Bur alſoto concurre cfſeRually , thatin all qther-. 
Families, where they have Power and. Charge, the ſad. 
exerciſes beconſcionably performed. © = | 
- 'X LE: Befides the ordinary duties in-Families which; are 
abovementioned , extraordinary duties both of humiliation. 
andthanksgiving arero bee carefully performed in Famie. 
Lies, when the Lord by extraordinary occafions ( private gr 
publike ) calleth for them. '.. 4... ., ....... IE 
- XII. Secing the Word of God; requireth,, That wee, 


\word may be eſtabliſhed. 


-- 8.1L. Andbecauſc it is not given toevery oneta-ſ{p 
awordin ſeaſon tq a wearied or diſtrefled conſcience. It 
expedint, that a perſon (in thay caſe) finding no calc 
after the uſe of al} ordinary means priyate and publike , haye 
their addrefleto their own Paſtour., or ſome experienced 
Chriſtian , Bur, itthe perſon troubledin cgaſcience ha 
| ye 


eget, G* \ 


\ > RR 
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' "that condirlon', or df thar ſex , thar diſcretion , modeſtie 
| -orfearof ſcandall , requiretb agodly friend 


' perforn 
that th 


der the name and pretext of Religious Exerciſes ; no ſw 


—_— Fl 
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AF againſt ſuch as withdraw themſelves 
 fromthepublike Worihip in t beir own Cougrigations 
Glnceirhahpleaſcd God oli invidite goodnefſero blefſes 
AFhiis Kirk within rHisNation, with theriches ofthe Goſpel - 
'_ In giving to us his Ordinances in grear: purity, libepr 7 
and withall, a cothely and yell- eſtabliſhed order: 


T-mbly, inthe zeal of God) for preſerving Otder, Unitie 
2dPeace in gfic Kigk , for maintaining thatreſpeR whic 


% 
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ithdray 
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.holy 
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ſhall he 
+ gre gatt 


withdrawing, 


_S 


they may.witn 


- yard Predoexies, hall enquire hergangar; Which 

* &nd re ort hall be regiſtrars in the, Provincial Books + £ 

. kheix diligence map bs. ſean jnghE General Alembly. .-./ 
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i | 86. Anguft 1647.  Poſtmeridiew. Seſl. 25 
| fpprobution of the preceding + qr 
e | miſſion of the precee ding & mb. 


i | He General Afembly after mature Aetiberation; s 4 
s | A ratifie. and approve the whole Atts and Concluſions 
g of the Comwmiſhonners of. the preceeding ' Aﬀembly ' 
for publike affaires now - tryed and * exammed”;”' Dew 
j- claring; 'that they: . bave proceeded therein” with much 
+ | zeal, :-wiſdome., 5 A » and according to FORE Denny 
6 _ 
$ 


. 
"— 
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1 \ re of the Confe ſion of Faith.” 


r 

; Confeſſion of Faith for the Kirks of Godin gh chiÞ 
» | ZAKidgdomes; being the chiefelt part of thay Uniformiry | 
x t Ini EE which by che ſolemne League and Covenant \ we E, 
| | ate'beund to endeayour;;” And.there being accordingly Ig 
Confeſſion of Faith agreed" upon by the of Dw 

: 

| 

; 

| 

; 

| 


"nes fitring at Weſtminſter , with the affiſtarice of 


L-<6 ko Aloe ent 'over-,” enanirs is 
"conſidered 5 Copies thercof' being alfo. Prioted., ae 
might be partic ry: perifed -by pay Members of 
mbly /\ -/unro-whom Goqmant 1ntimation wag pu li | 
"eh made, 'to-put it ONS. doubts and objections. if they 
©a ary 3: Ang the fail Confeihion /being'upon. due a 
- mination 'therebfifourd by th: Aſembly-to: bee, mol 
| || Sficable to: the Word of Ged:5"a0d in- porhing contrary 
| ' rotherrecived Dotrine;,! .'Diſci ang -4 


| cipline;; 
I "©, VErnmions's 'dF- chisKirk,-: - Hal FYie be de19g 1 C 
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35> 1, TheGenerall 
withall poſt le diligence and Expedicion approved aud eftdy 
birGhed -zhi.borh Kingdoms ,. as a principal part of the in ' 


rended Uniformity.in Religion ; and as a ſpecial means for 


x) 


the more effeual ſuppreſling 6f the many dangerous errours” 


and herefies of theſe times 3. The General Aﬀembly doth 
thereforeafter mature diliberatidn > Ie unto 2nd approve 
efad Conſcſſionas to the truth of this rhacter ( jidgingt-ir 
to be moſt orthodox and grounded upon the Word of God ) 
and alſo as.ro the point 6f Uniformity, Apreeing for our 
rtrtharit bea commoii Confeſſion of Faith for the the three 
mgdomes. The Aﬀembly doth alfo blefſethe Lord ; ind 
thankfully acknowledge his great mercy, in that ſ6 excel» 
Jent a Confeffion of Faith is prepared , and rhus far agreed 
upon in both Kingdomes; which, we look upon as a great 
Khrengrh ning of the true Reformed Religion againſt the cowp- 
J 


monenemiesthereof. . Bur leſt our intention and mean: 

2 in ſoine particulars miſunderſtood, Teis heteby expre 
'Peclared and: Provided , that the not mentioning in ,this 
Confeflion the ſeveral ſorrof Eccleſiaſtical Officers aud Aſs 
 mblies, hall be no prejudice to the Truth of Chriſt in 
theſe parriculars to be exprefled fully in the DireQory of 
' Governtnent, It is further Declared, that che Aſſembly un- 

derſtanderh ſome parts of the ſecond Article of the thirry 0-- 
ne Chapter only of Kirks nor ſereledor conſtituted in point 
of Governtnent, Andtharalchough in ſuch Kirks, a Synod 


of Miniſterrs and other fir'perſons may be called by the Mas 


Liſtrares — and nomination without: any other Call , 
to conſult andadviſe with about matters of Religion ;- An 
al yg ue the Miniſters of Chriſt without delegation 


_ of their Office meer rogether Synodically in ſuch Kirks 


_ Noryer conſtituted ; Yet neicher'of theſe ought ro bejdone' | 
In Kirks conſtiiurtedand ferled : Ty beingalwayes free to. the 


 Mapiſtrate to adviſe withB8ynods of Miniſters and tuling Ele 


\ Gersmhecring upon celegs ation from their Churches ,..xche 


© ordinarly, or being by. his Authority occaſionally 


A 
 Egarion fromthe Churches, by the igts 
| » 


y', as well proremate ,. a5 at the ordinary times upoy dee. 


Gs 


gy renata ; 1: being alfofree.co alſemble rogether $yno- 


bcal power noeeeg | 
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8d: froin Ebeilt; 3 2s oftenagit is neceflaryfor the good of ht 5 
Ghurch ſo to afſemble's in caſe the Magiſtrate tothedetris; 

ment ofthe Church, withhold or deny. his conſenr, : ne: | 
cefliry of occaſionall Aſſemblies being, fiſt remonſ HUNG, ; 
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. the faid Paraphraſebe. yer. reviſed 3 Therefore.Jorha 
 fter Thons Craufurd the ſecond _ 


8: 


| Edinurgh, 28. LE” _ Pine ' aa 
diem, Seſl; XV; hee 
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AG for revi/ng the Pariphraſe of hel 


wine (i 


mes brought from England ,. with a recommenddr- 
$5011 ws Je Tranſlating the other Seriptualh': TY 
| aevgs in AMecter. 


G. —— . — 


he- GeneralAembly havi ingeoal dered the report © 
E 


, Committee, concerning rt araphtaſe -of "rf 
fc from Englatd: And finding tharit isvery.necesfary: 


Maſter Fobn Adqw(o10 examine the firſt on, Mele Brinn . 


; Ade 
fe re 


Byd,. or '© i I 


to ſer downe their own cry for EY thereof ” 


nat bener, inany of Fo 7 

Wevile they ſhall make uſl 7 ce r fs 
Presbyteries., whofor this cauſEare hy 
their obſeryations unto them 3, Ag F 


for publike affaires- ering i Fades 
pans And the Gin after ape eve eo, ſhall 
lame to Provincial Duke , to bee reanſmirted 


Biz The —y 


ro o Probes that b ; their further confide gon , ” 
mart! way be filly prepared'to the' nexr Aﬀembly : Ang? 


becai ſe ſome Pſalmes it that Paraphrafie ſent from "Englihd , 
. are corhpoſedin verſes Which do not agree-with the Come 
xtion-rtness Therefore it is alſo recommended thar theſe | 
Pſalms be likewiſe turned in other verſes which may agree 


tothe Commanetunes., that is, having thefirſt line of eighr. 


ſyllabs , and the ſecond = of 6x , that ſo both verſions 


_ ro! ether, uſe ſamerbes made of either of them in Con- 


Sas ſhall bee found: convenient: | Andthe Afſem- 
bly doth further recommend, That .M- ney Boyd be at 
the ans to translxe the other Scriprural Songs in meeters 


p06 GTCeport his travels alſd ro. the Commiſſion of Aﬀems 
that aftertheir Examination thereof, they may ſend- 
the Thais" to Pfesbytcriesta: be there conſidered yarill; the 


NeEtX Genierall-Afﬀeinh _ 


FR. | 


Ae recommending the execution of the Af of 

* Parkament at Perth, for upliftin -pecuniall paines. th; 
Woe vpon pious uſes, _— of all. Atts of Par-- 

- Pamgre mage againſt excommmiicaie Perſons. 1M 

byreries diligently  endeavofir/ 

ch DF Fed or broken holden 50h Perth , Anas 

h. chaps the bplifting of peed paines to bee 


pionsiufes , may bee pur to due execution. 
oe ſeveral: ids 3 5 And "iſo that rhe Adtts of 


fa Rent s ainſt exc unicate Perſons, eſpecially the 
meth Acofthe Folen lament' in Marc aft, © als: c#- 


5; WH gS : And cauſe 21:  giligence th 
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S General Afenbly doth ſeriouſly Recommend ant 
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AF aiſcharging the importing , yenting or 
ſpreading of erronious Books or Papers. 


| le General Aſſembly conſidering how theerrours: of * 
independency and Separation ( have in onr Netgh- 
| bour Kingdome of England) ſpread as £ Ganyren , 
and dodaily eat as a Canker; In'fo-much that exceeding 
many Errours.., Herefies , Schiſmes; and Blaſpemies,have 
iſſued therefrom, and are ſheltered thereby; And how pgl- 
fible it is-, forcheſame evils © to. invade ; and. overiprta 
this Kirk. and Kingdome , (lying within: the jfame Hand ) 
by che ſpreading of their erronious Books, Pamphlets , 
. Tybels , and. .Lerrers., and by converſing with therti that 
arc.infetted.wirh theſe errours., exceptthe ſatne bee rime- 
oully prevented ; Doe therefore, in the Name of - God-. 
{ohibir and Diſcharge all Members of this Kirk and King= 
dome» to conyerſe with Perſonsrainted with ſuch errours 5. 
Or co import; ſell : ſpread, vent, ordiſperſe ſach erro- 
nious Books or Papers: But chat they beware of, and abitain 
from Bovks maintijneing' Gartkien” cy or Separation , 
\and from all Antinemian., Anabaprtiſticall, and other er- 
rouious Books and Papers's Requiring all Minifters to 
' warne theirflocks againſt ſuch Bookes 1n generall., and par< 
ticularly ſuch as are moſt plauſible , infinuating., and dan- 
erous : And -otry carefully. from'timeto'timeif any, ſuch 
ookes be brought into this Countrey from Englend ,. oc- 
from byond Seas ( which is eſpecially recommended to Mi- 
niſters on Sea Coaſts, or Towns where any Stationers are } 
andif any ſhall be found ; to'preſent the ſame ro the Presby=». 
terie , that ſome contfe may be taken to: hinder the diſper- 
| fuig thereof: Ad hereby all Presbyteries , and. Synodss, 
ate ordained 9 457 Wd Procey ſuch- as tall trans 
A iS! 


- 


P ” 


winſt' e premiſfes or any part of the ſame, 


| And the Af-. 
etbly 21ſ0 doth ſerioufly recommend to Civil | 


ubly alſo doth ſeriouſly recommend to Civill Migilt rates, _ 
, thatchey maybe pleaſed to be affiſting troMin Fu as. j 


byrecies in'exccomion of this At; and'ta concurre with 
- 


whitir authority incvery thing » thateffgRs 
- fo F 
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AT for debarring of Complyers in the firſt 


Claſſe from Eccleſiaſtickoffice. 


| "He Generall Aſſembly Declares and Ordaines, That 
- no Perſon who is guilry of Compliance in the fi 
Claſſe mentioned in the AQ of the preceeding Af- 
ſembly» ſhall bee received in any Eccleſiaſticall charge, -un- 
till rheevidence of his repentance before rhe Ptesbyterie and 
Congregation be reported to the Synode to which he be- 


longs, andto the Generall Aſſembly » and their conſent 


obrained for his bearing office. And ifany ſuch Perſon be 

already received unto the Elderſhip of any particular Cons 

gregation, yet be ſha]l not be admitted to be a Member of 

any Presbyterie, Synode , or GenerallAfſemblie, unrill 

( upon: the evidence of his repentance ) the conſent and 
probation of theſe judicatories reſpeCtively bee obtained 
creto. | 


__ 


AT for pres/ing and furthering the 
Plamation of. Kirks, 


SK Proviſion', Plantatton,. convenient Dividing, Dif= 
membring , better uniting or enlarging of Parifh.. 

Kirks is hithertoforeflowed , to the great prejudice of many... 
Miniſters, many good People, and hinderance ofthe Work. 


F*: General! Aﬀembly conſidering how the Work of 


of Reformation ; Doth thereforc Ordaine, That all Pres-. 


.byteries have ſpecially care that the preſent opportunity bee, 


diligently improved by all their Members , asneed is , be- 


fore the Commiſſion for Plantation of Kirks, as they would 
not be found cenſurable for neglet. And that every Pres- 
bytery ſer:d in to the next Generall Asſcmbly the names of © 
all their Pariſhes, with declaration which gf them have Mi- - 


niſters, which not, what is the largeniesſc of the bounds, 
| |  * Tomttio7 
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eommodious or 10commodious fituation of each Parifh 
Kuk, whats. the number-of Communicanss , what Kitks 
are under Patrons, whatnot , whoart the ſeyerall Patrons, 

what is the nacure and quanritie of the preſent proviſion ; or 

; poſfible ground of futtherproviſion' for competent Mainten- 

_ ce, where the ſame is not ſufficiently provided already : As 

_ alfo, what Paxilhes are united ar diſunited erberrered alrez- 
dy and 10 what meaſuce by the ſaid Commiſſion , that the 

| G-nerall Aſſembly being acquaint therewith , may-doeac- 
eordingly both for cenſuring NegleQters, and finding out 
"Overtures for :betrer furtherance of the Work. for tire 
to- come. Moreaver itis herereby Ordained, Thar the 
next enſuing Provincall Synodes , crave accountof rhe fe- 
yerall Presbyteries their diligence, And'preffe that they- - 
have rt ready in writ topreſent ro the Proviaciall Synodesin. 


April nexcto come , that ſoall may begin readinefſeand che 


. 


, 
1 


fyll account made atthe next Generall Aﬀembly. .. 
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AF for cenſuring abſents from the 7s 
| Generall Aſſembly. "&A 


THe Generall Afſembly conſidering the abſence of many 
& Commillioners in this and orher proceeding Afſemblies, 
and that many of thoſe preſent have gone from the Afſeme i: 
bly before the diſſolving thereof: Therefore, for remedie - ®7 
hereof in time coming Dorh Ordaine,. that hereafrer Every. | 
Commiſſioner from Presbyteriesaed Univerſities who ſhall 
b- abſent from the Aſſembly withoura reaſonable/excuſle- 

' notified ro the Aſſembly, Or who being preſent ſhall goe 
from the Aſſembly before the diſſolving thereof withour a 

lcence, ſhall be ſuſpended by the Aſſembliy untill rhe Pra- 


®* 


vinciall Synode next thereafter tolowing, 
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| g 5$ ”" he Generaltl 


Renovation of former Atts of Aſſembly fov 
| Triall and Admiſſion of Expetlams 
tothe Hinſterice 


?He Generall Aſſembly, doth hereby rqpew and cone 
-& firme all former Acts and Ordinances tor trialland ad-  Þ *® 
miliion.of ExpeCtants re the Miniſtery 3 Eſpecially the Are 
ticles chereanentt allowed by the Generall Aﬀembly 1596, 
and approven 1n the Aﬀſemblie art G/a/gow 1638, The thit« 
reenth Article concerning the age of 1intrants ro the Minis 
ſery and the twentie fourth Axricle concerning the rriall of - 
Expectants,OfanAtt of the ſaid Aſlembly ar Glaſgow, Sell. 2.3 
And the Act of the Aﬀſembly art St. Andrews 1642. Sefl. 7. 
concerning Liſts for preienrattons from tac King , and the - 
Frial of Expe&tanrs, &e OrdainingPregbyteriesto obſerye 
the ſame carcfully in all time coming. Ps 
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Eodemdie, Sefl. 13. Poſtmeridiem- 


Renquation of the Commiſſion for proſecuting 
the Trea!y for Uniformity in England. bf þ 


\ *F HeGenerall Afembly, Taking to their conſideration, 
- that rhe Treaty of Uniformicy in Religion in all his Mas. 
jeſties Dominions/is not yet perfected ; Therefore , | Res 
news the Powerand Commiſion granted by preceeding A 
ſemblies for proſecuting thar Lreaty ,- untothe Perſons ate 
ternamed,vix. Maſter Robere Douglas Maſter Sumuel R ucherfurd 
Maſter Robert Baillie, Vialter George Gilleſpie, 'Miniſtc:s: And. 
Ton Earle of Lauderdaill , Fobn Lo:d Balmerino, and Sir , 
HAxebijald Fhonſteun of Wariſtoun Elders; Authorizing them 
with full Power ce proſecute the aid Treatyof Uni gi - 
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Aſſembly, reqr; 
with the Henourable Houſes of the Parli ment of Emgiaus: 
aud the Reverend Afembly of Diviges there .»..,. 06.29% 
Committees appointed by them: Andtg doe allandevell 
thing which may adyance, perfit, and bring tha. Ireaty 
to an bappy concluſion , conforme to the-Commiſhons 


- s 
Y 
/ - 


given ttercanent. 
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Renovation of the Commiſſion for the 
BO. affaires of the Kirk. 


[T 


char in reſpc& rhe great Work of Uniformormity 1n-Re- 


(thouzh by the Lords bleſſing there is a god progrelſe 
FF inthe ſame) thereisa neceſlity of re veving 
ons graored formerly for proſecuting an; 


w 
Andrew Fairfoul» George Leſly, Robert Lawrie ,- blexandes 
Spzttle, Alexander Dickſon, john Hay, ThomitVaſſie, Ephydinn 
Meloill , Patick Scheill , Alexander Simmero#il , George Bennet; 
. Alexander Leviigſtoun , Kobere Marray ;  Pile#and:i Rollock ; 
Wikiam Menzies... Alexander Ireland, Joby Friebairn ;' Geonp 
Murray, Henrie Gutorie,;: Williaw Fuſtite,” Robert Wright,” Hen 

| ie Lyvingſtoun; James Haumiltatin, George Gladftants,” Berndr 
Sanderſon, Andrew Lawder » George Rutherſilrd , John Leving- 
fiow, George Huthefon, TJobn Bell, HeughMackaile, John Neve, 
Matthew Brisbane , JohnjHammiltoun , Allan Ferguſon , David 
Dickſon , Zaghary boyd,” Robert Ramſay, Robert bailie , fame 
4 4 Ngmeeh. 
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ao The Gentrall * 
Naſmith ,, Francis Aird . Kt ere. Bree , Thames Kitkaldie, 
Evan 2 ko irs Eblene Adam, « Hammilteun, 
Samuel Rurbexfurd, © Mexander Colvifl, Jobn Ramſay James Mar- 


gein\,” William Leving floun, "Thomas Meloill , Jebn Smith, Fre= 


drick Carmiobaell, Patrick Galleſpio, Alexander Moncreif» tohn 
Duncan, 'James Sibbald , Walter Bruce , Georpe Pittillo, Andrew 
Aﬀtrcok.,. Jobn Barclay , Thomas Peirſon, V Vittiam Kait,, David 


Srachan, Andrew Cant , VVilliam Dou glps , John Forbes , Ge- i 
orge Sharp, VVilliam Chalmer, Joſeph Brodie, Alexander Simmer, . 
Miniſters; And Archibald 


Gylhere Anderſon , V Vilians Smach Mis 
Marquesef Argile | .Jaby Earle of Crawfurd , Alexander E: 


of Eplintoun , VViliam E, of Glencairne, %ohn B. of Caſlils, 5 
Puke E. of Home, James EE, of Tullibairdine , 'Francis E, of. , 


3uk?leuch, Jobn E. of Lawderdaill, /Vilian E. of Lothian, 
games E. ot Finlatour, Viilgam E. of Lanerk , James Earle 


of Callengary Archibud Lord Angus , George L. Brichen, 


in L.Yeſter , John L. Balmerino , James Ls Cowper, Jon 
Ord Bargenie , Sir Arobibald Jobnſtoun of Wariſtoun', Sir -- 


Jobs Hope of Craighall, Arthur Areskne of Scotiſcraig, Alex- 
@nder Fraſer of Phillorth, Frederick Lyon of Brigtaun , James 


Mackdeupall of Garthland , Sir V/Villiam Coctburne of Langton, 


Sir Andrew Ker of Grefpheid, Sir Hengh Canpbell of Ceſnock, 
Sir James Levingoun of Killyth » Sir Thomas Ruthven of Free- 


+ Sir &ilhert Ramſay of Balmayne, Jobn Henderſon of 


-Fordell , V/a'terDundas younger of that ilk, Sir VVilliam Sc e 
younger of Harden z; Sir Lodovick Gordouny Maiter George 
VVinrhame of Libertoun, Alexander. Levingſtounot Saltcoats, 

obn Bircbane of Biſhoptoun > Sir Robert Douglas of Tilliqu-- 

glic, James Pringle of Torwoodlie , Sir Iames Nicolſone of 
Colbrandſpath , PVilliam Keroft Newtoun , VVilliam Forbes 
younger of Leſly , Jobn Kennedy of Carmucks, Rob.re Ar- 
burthnot of Findowrie , Alexander Brodie of Letham , Maſter: 
Robert Narne younger of Strathurd. , Maſter Jets Schoneir of 
Caskeberrie,, James Ruchheid, Lawrence Henderſone , James 
Stewart., David Douglas, John Jaffray, George Porterfield , 
Jobn Semple, Joby Kennedy, VVilliam Glendinning, Matter John 
Cowen , John Mill ders: Giving unto them full Power and- 
 Commiſhon, to doe all and every thing for profecuring ,. 


Idyancing, perfeftiog,, and bringing the ſaid Work of - 


- Uniformity 
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Hjorlty; 1647.  g68. 
Veaiformity in Religion in all hs Majcſties Dominions ro 2 
happy conclufion,- Conform to che former Commiſſionsgran« 
ir9 by precceding Aflemblies thereanen?, And tgrhat effeft, 
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<4 "> 
_> 


{ 


| 


\ppoints rhem or any, ſevenreene of chem, whereof chu 
 recne- ſhall bee Miniſters, to meetheer in this Ciry.m the: 
afternoone at foltr houts, and thereafter upon np 
_ neſdayes of November, February,- and May»next ,and 
upon any other day, and in any other place they zZall think 
fic, Renewingalſoto the Perſons before named, the Po= 
wer contained in the Ac ofthe Aſſembly 1 643. intituled, . 
A reference to the Commisfion anent the Petſons de/igned torep aire ta 
* 2he Kingdome of England; As likewiſe the Power contained fa. 
the Act of Aſſemblie x644. Sell. 6. for ſending Miniſters ea 
the Armje. And further, in caſe Dilinquentshave no-con-. 
| ſtant reſidence in any one Presvvrteriez Or if Presbyreries be: 
negligent -or avcrawed-, in theſecaſes ,' The Allemblie 
ves tothe Peeſons befo:enamed,, full power of cenſuri 
zomplyecrs and Perſans diſaffected to the Covenant accard- 
ing to the Ads of Aﬀemblie ; Declaring alwaysand Provie! 
4. : that Miniſters ſhall nor bee depoied bur in oneofthe ! 
| Quarterly meetings of I©s Commiſion ; With full powerto. 
them torrrearand derermine 1n the matters aforeſaid ; andin 
al other matters referr:d untothem by this Aſſemblie, as 
* fully and freely as if the ſame were here particularly expreſ- 
ſed » and with as ample power as any Commiſſion of any for=- 
. mer Generall Afemblies hath had, or been in uſe of before; 
They bcing alwayes for thetr whole proceedings coungible 
to, andcenſurible by the next Generall Aſlembly, ; 
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Deſires and Overtures from the Commiſſio- 


© ners of Univerſities » and the Aſſemblies 
auſwer thereto 


T” He Cemmiſſioners of Univerfitiesrepreſents ro the 


Aſembly: Firſt, That the Overtures of the Asſem- 


' 
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$. 
| bly 1643. for the viſicariou of Schools andadvancement of 
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The Generalt: 


. of theſe Overtmes. PK 
2 Tharir were good toexhort all the Univerfines, te 
be careful ro take account of all their Schollers on the Sab= 


bathday of the Sermons. and of heir leſſons of the Cate; || 


Ehiſme. | 
coraimngly. EE b; 

$. Thar all the Univerſities bee exhorted to ſend their com-' 
miffioners inſtrated with anſwers to the Overtures agreed 
ppon by the Commiſſioners of Univerfities , and which 
From rhis meeting of rheir Commiſſioners ſhall bee commu- 
nicate to them , and this to bee when cheir Commitſſio. 
ners come in Februar or March to the Commiſſion of the 


Kirk, s 
The __ Ir recrommends to Univerſities to bee careful 


4, That the Overtures concerning the providing of 
Burſars fer Divinity be recommended to Presbyteries and 
Synodes» and thatthey reporttheir diligence to rhe nexx 
Aſmbly. - | 4 £0 IRTT ON 

_ _- allowes this Article , and reconments accor, 
ply, 


= las 
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Eadmburgh x. September t647. Sell. Ulr. 
The Aſemblies Letter to their Countreymen 
 . #nPoleland, Swedland, Denmarke, 

_ and Hungarie, p 
Unto the Scots Merchants and others our Comntrey People ſeattered 
# Poleland , Swedland., Denmark, and Hungary; The 


General Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland wichethGraceMereyG9 » 
Peace from God onr Father ; and from the' Lor. Jeſ+s Chritt. 


A thouch this Kirk of Scorland, whiles ſpoiled of her Lis 
A berticsyndec the Prelacical ryratinie, 'had much difficul- 
| | | * * - ? 


The Mfſembly recommends eo Synodes 10 1akg account of the eh 


The Aſtembly approves this Overture , and recommendr aq. 


* 
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fone unro him. God forbid tharyou ſhould lor flip cthetime 


Aﬀernbly , 1647. 383 - 
be and wreſtling 2o:preſerve rhe true-refermed Religion 
rom being quite extiaguifhed —_ yer fince 
the mighty & out-ftrerchesd arme of the Lord our God hath 
broughtus aut of rhar £ g1p#4, and hath-reftored to 'us welt 
conſtitured and free natonal'Synods;, Ir hath'been our des 
fire and endeayour to {er forward the Kingdom of our Lord: 
Jeſus Chriſt and the purity of his Ordinances ,. not only 
thraughout thisNation ; but in ocher parts alio-ſo far as God 
gave usa call and. opportunity and opened a way unto us. And 
among other things of this nature we-have more - 
larly raken inte our feriours thoughts the iad and lamentable: 
condition of many thouſaands of you our Comty- men wiie 
are {ſcattered abroad as ſheepe having noſhepherd , andare' 
through the want of the meanesof knowledge grace and 
falvation,expoſed to the greateſt ſpirituall dangers, whether 


through ignorance or through manifold rentations to errors 


. and falſe Religions , or through che occaſians and ſhares of 


fiane, | | 
Wee have therefore thought it incumbent ro us to put you - 
in minde of the one thing necesſary . while you are ſo carte 
folland troubled about rhe things of the world, - Ard ab 
though we do not diſallow your goiug obroad to tollow any 
hwfall calling or way of liv:ly hood » yer ſeeing it cannot 
pore a manalthouzh he ſhould gain the whole world and 
ole his own ſoul . and ſecing- you have travelled fo farre, 
and taken ſomuch pains to ger uncerrain riches which cannot 
deliver in the day of the wrath of the Lord , and which men 
know not who ſhall inheric; We doe from our affection - 
tothe lalyation of your immortall ſouls molt earneſtly be« ' 
ſeech and. warnyou to cry after knowledge and life up your 
yoyce for anderſtanding, ſeeking her as ſilver, and ſearching 
for her as for hid rreafures;, and ſo play the wiſe Merchants 
18 purchaſing the Pcajl of Price, 'avd w laying up a ſure 
foundation for the time tocome , by acquainring your fouls 
with feſus Chriſt , and by faith raking held of him whoſe 
free grace is now offered and held our ro finners , ex- 
cuding noneamong all the kindreds oftheearahy who will 


2nd 


. 


and offers of grace , 'or neglect —— of this kindeſeny 
eoyou inthe name of the Lord, We ſhall hope better things 
ef you » and that knowing the acceptable cime and the day 
.offalvatien will notalwayes laſt, .bur the Lord Jeſus is ro: 
be revealed from.heaven withihis:-mighty Angels» in fla. 
ming fire taking vengeance on them tharknow not God and 
ebey not the Goſpel ,' you will the rather beftirre your ſel. 
{Elves timely and{with all diligence to ſeek the Lord while' 
he may be= found , -to endeavour thar you may have among. 
you the ordinary means of grace andſalvation , to praythar 
God wonld give you Paſtors according to his heart , who- 
ſhall feede you with knowledge andunderitanding, ro con- 
ſalt alſo anl agreeamong;your ſelves with conſent of your" || ' 
Superiors ynder whom you live {(. whoſe favour and good 
will we truſt will not be wantingto you in ſo good and nt. 
ceſlary a work ) for ſetting up the worſhip of God and Ece 
clefiaſticall Diſcipline among you according to the form' || * 
eſtabliſhed and received in this your morher Rirk, and fora” 
way of (ctled maintenance to Paſtors and Teachers, Which 
ityoudo , .our Commiſſioners appointed to meet from time 
totim? in the intervall berwixt this and the next Nartionall/ 
Afembly, will bee ready (upon your deſire mide known' 
tothem) ro provide ſome able and godly Miniſters for you y 
as likewiſe to communicate to you our Direory for the 
ppblike worſhip of God , and our form of Eccleſiaſtical Go-" 
veramentand Diſcipline 3 together with the Confeffion of- 
Faith and Catechiſme. þ TT 
And,in the m-anertime we exhort you that ye neglect nat: : 
the Worſhip of God in ſecrer and in your families, and-rhay' 
ye continue ſtedfaſt in the Profeſſion. of that faith-1n which 
yee were baptiſed, and by a godly, righteous, and ſober 
converſation adorn the Goſpel ; and with all, that diftanc6' 
of place make you nor: the lefle ſenſible of your Countries 
ſufferings, both in reſpett of the juſt judgements of God for -. 
the finnes of the land , and in reſpe&tof the malice of Ene*! 
mies for the Common Cauſe & Covenant of the three Kings 
doms , of which happie conjunttion , norwithſtanding we 
do not r2pentus, but by the grace of God ſhall contnue” 
fairhfuland ſtendfalt therern, Oe WOW 3 Weave Tr 
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ne This Letter wee have thought fit to bee Printed #nd pubs 
gs | liſhed, thatit may Be with the greater eaſe and conveniency 
' | conveyed to the many wan» ces of your: habitation or + 
traffique. - Confiderwhat we have ſaid , and the Lord give 
ou underſtanding in all things. The grace of our Lord Jext 
us Chriſt be with you all , Amen, '' i * % 


Edinburgh , Auguſt 31. 1647+ | | Ry .inho. 
| Subſcribed in tane of the Genet 
Aſſembly of the Kirk of Sc 
Mr Robert Douglaſſe Moderators : 
AF? conterning the Hundred and eleven Pros, _ 


poſitions therein mentioned. 
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Eing - tender of ſo greatan ingagement by Solemn + 
Covenant, fincerely, really, and. conſtantly coen-., * 
deavour in our Place, and Callings,. the preſervation. . 
cf the Reformed Religion in this Kirk of Scotlend , in Do=: 
fine, Worſhip, Diſcipline , and Government. the Re-.. 
formation of Reljgion in the-Kingdomes of England, and. ; 
helandy in Doftrine, Werſhip, Diſcipline, and Governe, 
ment» according to the Word of God , andthe ex2mple of : 
the beſt Reformed Kirks ,and toendeayour the neareſt Cone 
juyion and Uniformity.in all. theſe ,. together with the . 
extirpation of Herefie, Schiſme » and. whatſoever ſhall 
bee found contrary to ſound Drofrine.: And confi. - 
dering withall that one of the ſpeciall meanes which itbeco=® . 
weth us 3n our Places and Callings to uſe in, purſuance of 
' theſe ends, is in zeal for the true Reformed Religion, togive | 
eur publike reſtimony againſt tbe dangerous Tenenrs of E- 
leſtianiſme , Independence, 6d which 15 falſely called Liberey , 
of Conſcience, which are nox only contrary to ſound WoCtrine,. 
but more {peciall lets and C19! Brpepbrg yell to the preſer- 
"Ron of cur own received Doarine, Worthip, Diſcipline, 
an ; 
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1d Govern menr , as.tothe Work of Reformation and. Us. 
niformity it England and Jreland* The. General A fete. 
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The Ganereat 


bly-upon theſe conſiderations, havingheard pnbliſtely ted: 
the CXI * following Propoſitions axjabſeed , ron mas Sar 5+ 
and tendered by fome Brethren. who-were tbe heet Þrinced, 
appointed to prepare Articles or Propoſiti- bor becauſe chey + . 
ons for the vindication of the Tiuerh in ch2f, ernclogen bo Finn 
particulars .. Both unnanimouſly approve & oo beorttede ay 
agree unto theſe eight generallHeads of Do- 
Erine therein contained andafſerted; viz, 1. Thar the Ni- 
itery ofthe -Word and the Adminiſtracion of the Sacra«' 
W' For the New Teſtament, Baptiſme and the Lords Sup« 
per, or ſtanding Ordinances inſtituted by God himſelt to 
continue in the Church to the end ofene World, 2. That- 
ſuch as. Adminiſter the. Word ayd Sacraments , ought to be 
dvely callediand ordained: thereunro, ' $. Thatfome Eccles 
fiaſticall cenſuresaxsproperand peculiar to be inflifted onely 
npon-ſnch as bear Office in the. Kirk 3 Other ceuſures are 
commonand may bee inflicted both on. Miniſters and- other 
Members of the Kirk, 4. Thartthe cenſure of ſuſpenſion 
from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , inflicted becauſe 
of graoſſe ignorance; or becruſe ofa ſcandalous life and con« 
yerfarion ,. Ax likewiſethe cenfure of Excommunication or: | 
caſting out of the Kirk flagitions or contumacious offenders, 
bork the one cenfure and the other is warranteble by and. 
grounded uponthe Word'of God), andis necesfarv (1nre* Þ | 
ſpe& of: divire inftirutioo) to bein the Kirk, 5. Tharas' F 1 
thi Rights, Power, and Authority of the Civill Magiſtrate” F 
are to. bee maintained according tothe Word: of God and: , 
the Confeſſions of the Faith of the Reformed Kirks ; Soit: 
is no lesſe true and certaine , that. Jeſus Chriſt, the onely.. 
Head and:onely King of the Kirk, hath iofficuted andap- | 
pointed a Kirk: Government diftin fromthe Civill Govern- 
mentor Migiſttacie 6: Thar the Ecclefiaſtical Governmetit' , 
| I5 commurred and-intruſtedby Chriſt ro the Asſemblies. of 
the Kirk, mage up of the Miniſtersof the Word and Ratios 
Elders.' 7: That the lesfer ang inferiour Eccleſiaſtical; 
Asſemblies , oughtro bee ſabbrdinare andſubjeR unto the” 
pouer __ ſup bow ; AV. '$. Or. norwichs 
oding hereof, the Civill Magiſtrare may and ought to” || | 
Gppreate by corparalt or Civill puzifhigeucs , Soy 
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ſpraudie Erreur Gy Herefie or by fomenti $chifps 
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pour y diſhonour Gb ngero Wh 


urbe the Peace. of Hp Ki Which Heads of Dottine 
(bowſoever oppoſed by. the avthors and fomenters of the 
foreſaid errouw reſpeftively ) the Generall Asſembly doth 
is. firmely beleeve, own, maintaine , and commend unto 
bs | others, asSolide, True, Orchodoxe, grounded upon the 
f Word of God, conſonane to the judgenaent both of the age 
| cientand the beſt Reformed Kirks. Sad becauſe this AC 
ſembly {( through the multitude of other necesfary and preſ= 
* fle) cd have ſo much leif 
> | fingbuflinefſe) cannotnow haye fo much leilure, asro exz« 
+. | | mine and conſider particularly. the forefaid CXI. Propofi- 
@ | tions 5 Therefore , amore particulat examination thereof 
% | is commyrred and, referred ro the Theological! faculties im 
y the four Uuiverſities of this Kingdome , and the judgemenr 
of each of theſe faculties concerning the fame, Is appointe@ 
to hee reported to the next Generall Asſembly. "Ir the 
meane while , theſe Propoſitions ſhall bee Printed, bor 
chat Capes thereof ma 6; hop ſent to Presbyrerifs » and thas 
i 5 ans free ox gk i gen: to peruſe Lys Td to. 
awn ox fend rheir judgement cancerning t te 
| R543 faid 1 nexe 5 Aged ly. 
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JTis humbly: preſented to. the Asſembly., that hs chitd3 
ren of, many- of. Ce, ordivary.. eggars. want baptiſme , 7 
Them, ſemſelvegalſoliving ingreat yi e., andtherefore 
gdofire that ſome remedi© provided for theſe abuſes» 
= The & zmbl doch ly recommend 80. Preebyteries 16 conf. 
Land eb dn rin and ta roport their opmuens to thy 
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=, 368 | FheGenirall © | | 
= 'Tharall Srudents of Philofophic at their ehtty and attheif | 
' _ - Lawreation, beeholdenroſubſcriberhe.League and Cove-| 
Bartand be urged thereto,and all other Perſons as they come. - 
roage and diſcretion beforetheir firſt receiving the Sacra-/ 
men of the Lords Supper. 4h + 
'- The Aſſembly approves this Overthre, | 
Whereasdivers Miniſters want Manſſes and Gleebs, and. 
others have their Gleeb ſo divided is parcells, or lying {6 
farre from cheir Charge as the Miniſters are thereby much' 
prejudged: Wedeſjre that this Generall Aſſembly will rea: 
commend itto bee helped by the Parliament, or Comtit- 
eee for planring of Kirks, inthe beſt manner that their Lord. 
ſhips can adviſe. .* | | | 
= Whereas divers Rirks . were incommodiovuſly united ig: 
corruptfimes , we defire that the ſatne be how diſmemibers 
ed and adjoyried ro other Kirks , or ercted ih Kirks by 
themſelves alotie , and when the pteſent incumbents agrees 
thats, wedelire'the ſame to bee recotnmend to the Par- 
ment and: Committee for plantation of Kirks , Provided' 
wayes , . that the proſent Miniſters who have laboured and 
dured the hear of day » mayenjoy the benefit of ſuch par- 
cells as are taken from them during their life. - © 
_ The Aſſembly doth approve theſe two Articles ; and Recon 
anends to the Commizſioners for publike Afſaires . to asfift 
\.-... ©.» ary Itereſtedinthe particularsfor Proſecuting the ſame. boy 


* > ' © forethe Honourable Eſtates of Þ ar liquitnt, or the Commins. | 
ſion appoinued by them Jor plantationof Kitks. - +» 


"| He Gececall Afembly, Doe yet againe rcecommend to 
- Feochmierien and Provinciall Aſſemblies, . to copfidex all 
matters formerly referred nnto them by preceding Afſetts | 
blies ; and deſires rhat their opinions concerning the fame, 


be reported in writ tothe next Generall Aſſembly, : 
T # 1h dey appointed, that the next Generall Aſſembly shall ried 
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Tuly 12.1648. Poſtmr i4iem, Sell, l. 


; | The Letter from the Synod of Divines in Eng ” 
: ' land 70 the Gemerall Aſembly. 


Reghe Honourable' , right Reverend , and dearly belated 

Brethrenm JESUS CHRISFT, - 
S wehave great cauſe to bleſſe God for the bro=- | 
TAYY therly Union of theſe twoNationsin-the. commort | 6:4 
SR E Cauſe of Religion and Liberty, and for thar good & 
| hand of blefling which hath accompained. the, 
toynt endeavours of borh, in the proſecution rhereof: Sa 
) we cannot but be ſadly and deeply ſenſible of thoſe many 
| obſtructions and difficulties, wherewith God in his wiſdom 
a 


thath ſeen good to cxerciſe his Servants in both Kingdoms 
in.the carrying on of that work, wherein they ſtand fo 
| muchingaged. Herein he hath clearly manifeſted his own 
4 | Power, wiſdom» and goodneſle for our encouragement 

'- | totruſthim jn che managing of his own Work, and our ut- 
terinability ro-effect ir of our ſelves ; thereby ro train us up 
| foa more humble and faithfull depehdency upon him tro 
2 | doall, when' we by our own wiſlogt and ftrengrh 
$2ndo nothipg., Our nd we mult confeſſe, _ | 
, 3 & 52 _— 


379 The General 


and havebeenmany, and yetin the midſt of them all we cans 
not dur thankfully acknowledge it isa token for good , ant 
chat which hath bin and ſtill is a great comforrand refreſhing: 
tour hearts, that God hath given you wiſdom nimely to; 
foxeſce approaching dangers, but eſpecially to behold, as: 
the ſtedfaſtneſſe of your Faith, in thar both formerly yo - - 
have been and artpreſentareable totruſt God in ſtraits and 
ro appear for him 1n greateſt dangers, ſo your eminent faith- 
fulceſſe and integrity in your firm adoring ro your firft prin= 
ciples , and chiefly in your conſtancy and zeal for the pre- |. 
ſervagion and. proſecution of the Solemn League and Cove-. 
nant, ſo Religiouſly ingaged in by both Kingdoms: In 
your vigorous purſuance whereof, with much thankful. 
nefſe to God, We are very ſenfible more particularly of your - 
ſteering ſoſteady , and even a courſe berween the dangeroug 
rocks of Prophaneſſe and Malignancie en the one hand, and 
of Errour , Schiſme, Herefie and Blaſphemy on the other | 
\ hand3 as alſoof your conſtant defiresand endeavoursto pres. 
ſerve rhe Peace and Union between the two Nations ſo 
nearly and ſo many wayes United- In all which we humbly 
acknowledge the mercy and faithfulnefle of God in guiding 
you ſo graciouſly hitherro;and through his affiſtance we ſhall 
ſtill be ready to afford you the beſt help & incouragemenr of 
our prayers and praiſes to God on yonr behalf; having this | 
confidence that he who hath already vouchſafed/youand us 
ſo many bleffed pledges ef his favour , will in his own time | 


and way accompliſh his own Work ,- which ſo much con- 
cerveth his own Glory and. his Peoples good. To his moſt 
graciqusproteQion & guidance in theſe'doubtfull and dans». 
2rous times we humbly commend you and all your holy en- 
| 2h , and reſt, - , 
Weſtminſter ] uuc 7. Subſcribed in thename and by the apoint« 
I648. ment of the whole ly by us. 
Dire WS TEN 
Tothe Right Honaurable-, | ' 
-Right Reverend, the Charles Harle ,, Profocutor. 
Generall Aſerably ofthe William Gauge, Afﬀeſor. . 


' Church of Scotland ,, Hen Robrough, Seriba.” 
Gr their Commulionegs,. Adondrag Byk 1d, G __ | 
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{ons elected being always Elders. 


lowed as th: 4 ſembly Shall think expedient 


Ally: cheir Declararions , - 


. Hfermby, 1697: on 
Tuly 15. Anremeridien, Sefl. IV. \ 
Art converning Commis/ions from Burgh. 


T- is reſolved by the'Generall Aſtembly , untill the®*mars. 
ter concerning Commiſſioners from Burghs be furcher 
thought upon , that in the mean time ſccordfng to the ordl®s = 
nary prattiſe no Commiſſion ro the "General! Aﬀembly be ' 

admirted from Burghs , but ſuch as ſhall be confented to, 
and approven by'the Miniſtry and Seſſions thereof , the per- 
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July 18. 1648. Antemeridiem. Sell VI. 


AF concerning the examining of thepraceed= 
ings of the Commyſſioners of Aſſemblics- c. 


"bg E Generall Aſembly renewsand revives the Atof 
the Aſſembly holden at Rruntiland Anno 1601. concerit- - 
ing the examination of the proceedings of the Commiſſion 
of che Generall Aſſembly , renour whereof follows. The 
Aſſembly bath Ordained that inevery Aſſembly tobe eonveened inall 
zime coming ſuch as sball happen to be appointed Commisſioners from 
dhe Generall Aſſembly, to endure while the Aſſembly next thereafter, 
Shall grve an occount of their proteedings during the whole time of 
therr Continisflon'in the bepinning of the Aſiembiy , before atvy other © 
eauſe or matter be handled aud their proceedings to be allowed or difal- 


th 


. 
en. 


luly 18. 1548. Poſimeridiem. Sef. V 11. 


Approbation of the proceedings of theCommiſ* | 
| ſion of the preceding RY ſſtmbly, , + 


THE General! Aſſembly having examined the proceedings 


of the Commiſſion of the | puny. Aſſembly, > 5 
emonſtranges , Repretenta- 
aan 0s . 
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tions» Petitions , Vindication, and other Papers relating 
to the preſent Engagement in War , Do unanimoufly finde 
that 1n all their proceedings, they have been zealous, 
diligent and Faithfull in diſcharge of the truſt committed to 
them'; And therefore ratifie and approve the whole procee- 
dingSw Acts and concluſions of the ſaid Commiſſion, and 
particularly their Papers relating ro the ſaid Engagement, 
and their judgement of the unlawfulneſſerhereof , Appoin- 
ting Mx John Moncreiff Moderator protempore to return them 
hearty,thanks in name of the Aſſembly for ther great pains, 
travells & fidelity in matters of {6 great Concernment to the 
Cauſe of God and tothis Kirk. admidit ſo great and many 


difficulties. 


— OO OOO 


July 20.1648. Poſtmeridiem, Self. X, 
| Approbation of the larger Catechiſme. 
2 He Generall Afembly having exattly examined and 


ſeriouſly conſidered, the larger Catechiſme agreed upon 
by the Afﬀembly of Divines fitting at V/eſtminſter with afli- 


ſtance of Commiſſioners from this Kirk , Copies thereof 


being Printed-, and ſent to Presbyteries for the more exact 
tryall thereof, and publick intimation being frequently 
made in this Aſſembly, thatevery one thar had any doubts 
or objections upon it, might pur themin ; Do finde ypon 
due examination thereof, "Thar the ſaid Catechiſme is 
agreeable ro the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to 
the received Doctrine , Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment ofthis Kirk, anecesſary part of the intended Unifore 
mity in Religion, and arich treaſure for increaſing knows 
ledge among the People of God, and therefore the Asſem- 
bly , asthey blesſe the Lord that ſo excellent a Catechiſme 
1s preparad , ſothey Approve the ſameas a part of Unifor- 
mity 3 Apreeing for their part, thatitbe a common Cate- 
chiſme for-the three Kingdoms , and a DireQory for Ca- 
rechifing ſuch as have made ſome ppoficigncy in the know- 


ledge ofche groungs of Re1igtgns 
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July 21- 1648., Antemeridiems Sell. 11. 
AF againſt ſudden admitting depoſed Mint * 


\ fters to particul ar Congregations. . 


T He General Afembly conſidering the davger of ſudden 
& receiving of depoſed Miniſters at this time when Ma- 
lignancy is likely to ſpread ; Therefore finding irneceffary 
untill the ends of the Solemn League andCovenant be ſerled- 
2nd ſecured to reſtrain the ſuddenneſs of admitting depoſed 
Miniſters to particular charges, Do Ordain that notwith= 
ſtandingany Licenſe to be granted for openingthe mouths 
of depoſed Miniſters yet they ſhall nor be aftually admitred 
ro any particular Congregations without conſentof the Ge» 
 nerall Aﬀembly , Declaring for ſichas have already their 
mouths opened before the time , that if any calling to a 
particular charge offer unto them before the next Aﬀſembly » 
1t ſhall be ſufficient for them ro have the conſent of the 
Commiſſioners of this General! Aſſembly, 


—_—c 
pn 


Iuly 25. 1648, Antemeridiem . Seſl: I 4» 


The Aſcemblies Anſwer to thePaper ſent from 
the Committee of Ejtates of the 24. Fuly. 


T i: Generall Aſſembly having .confidered the Paper of , 
the 24. Fuly delivered to them from rhe conference, and 
having compared .it with the other Paper of che x7. of July 
preſented from the Honourable Committee of Eltares whe- 
reunto it relates, and with the Declaration lately emirred 
by the Commuttee to the Parliament and Kingdom of Emg- 
land , finde that it is ſuppoſed by their Lordſhips , that we 
may be ſatisfied in point of the ſecuriry of Religion accords. 
ingto the Covenant ; notwihſtanding of the preſentengape- . 
. mentin war; The Aſſembly dothereforz1n anſwer to. the 
ſud Paper declarez - | DEF | 
pE-* | Aa3 "2 
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That we fee nopoſlibility of ſecuring Religion, as long as 
this unlawfull Engagement is carried on » Religian being 
Fhereby greatly endangered, 
' -* I, Becauſe noneof cthejuſtand necesſary defires of the 
Eommiſſion ef the lgre General Asſembly for ſecuringRelt- 
gion have bin gragttd or ſatisfied 5 More particularly it was 
repreſented ro the High and Honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment, thar for ſecuring af Religion . it was necesſary thar 
the Popiſh , Prelaricall and Mal:!gnant party ,- be declared 
Enemies ro the Cauſe upon the one hand, as well as Seta- 
ries apon the orher ,' and that all Asſociations , either in- 
Forces ar Councels with the former as well as the latter be 
avoided. That his Majeſties Qonceſſions and offers concern- 
. Jng Religion , ſent home from the Iſle of VVight , bedeclas 
red by theParliament to be unſatisfattory , Thatbefore his - 
Majeſties reſtitution to theexerciſe of his Royall power asſu= 
Tance be had from his Majefty by his ſolemn Oath under his 
harid and Seal for ſettling Religion according to the Coves 
nant, Thatcheir "a 1 ſhould keep themſelves from 
- Owhing any quarrel concerning his Majeſtics Negative voices - 
That the managing of the publike affairs, might be intruſted 
pnely te ſuch perſons ashave given conſtant proof of their 
Integrity , and againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe of excep- 
tionorjealouſie, and that there might be no Engagement 
without a ſolemn Oath , wherein the Kirk oughtro hays 
the ſame intereſt they had in the ſolemn League and Cove- 
nant ; All which are more particularly expresfeg in the Pz- 
ers givenin by the Commiſſion of the late Asſembly ro the 
arliament ; notwithſtanding the Engagement hath been |. 
* Carried on without fatisfaCtion to theſe and the like defires , 


4 


and ſo without giving ſecurity in the point of Religion , buy - | 


with great and manifeſt danger to the ſame. : 

2. Asthe happy Unionof the Kingdoms , by the ſolema. 
League and Covenant hath been juſtly looked upon as a ſpe- 
Ciall means for preſerving and ſtrengthening the true Re- 

rmed Religiop In this Iſland, So it is no lesſe weakened & 
 Hurtby endeavonring a breach between theſe King 
Which howſaever diſclaimed,is yet manifeſt from the reali- 
Fyof the publike proceedings in this Engagement « and 


/ 
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namely from the negle& of endeavouring a Treaty between - 
the Kingdoms for preyenting of War.and bloodſhed-as/was 
earneſtly defired , = their aſſociating and joyning; with. 
known Malignantsand Incendiaries', andſuchas have been 
declared Eeemieg to this Cauſe, fromrtheir entri ne ingr 
dom of England with'an Army , upon thegroundss egy 
clararion of chePaliament, which cannocbutinifer a Nation 
uarrel againſt rhe Parliament-and Kingdom of Eo 
7 as their garriſoning the frontireTowns of that Kin A, 
3- The Engagement is carried' on by ſuch means and. 
ways , as tend tothe deftroying of Religion , by enfriaring 
and forcing tbe conſciences of chepeople of God with un= 
lawfull- Bands and Oathes , and-op "eng thePerforis an 
Eftates of ſuch.as have been moſt ative and zealous:forRe 
ligion and the Covenant. . All which/isſtreagrhehedandauy 
thorized by Acts of Parliament, appointing tharallrhardb 
nor obey , 'or perſwade gathers not ro obey the Reſolutions 
of Parliamenrand Committee-anent this Engagernenby:of 
who ſhall norſubſcribe the Attand Declaration of the £0! 
tune , 1648, impoſed upon all the Subjedts , fhalbbe:hobn _ 
den as enemicsto the Cauſe and to Religion » and have riiciy 
perſons ſecuxed ;:.and their Eſtates intromitted withi../: ++; 
4. The Engagement is carried on , not withpur great en+ 
croachmentsupor the Liberties of the Kirk , as weatte reas 
dy to clear in many particulars. | 2; So bin 
wherefore the ſecurity of Rehgion , and carrying:ewof 
the preſent Engagement being-1aconſifteat , We do-pro« 
poſe for the neces(ary ſecurity and {afery of Rebgion, that 
all the dangers thereof may be taken-to confideritionyo and 
amongſt the reſt the ſaid Engagement as one of the greateſt 
which yet being eſtabliſhed and authorized by Act of: Pars 
liament, weleave it to their Lordſhips to-think of what 
remedies may be provided for redrefling grievances:which: 
flow from ſuch Acsand Ordinarices. This weare ſure of, 
the publike deſires of the Kirk will abundanrly: witneflſe 
for us , thar.ſuch things as were necesfary for the ſecurity . 
of Religion , were. in due ſeaſon repreſented, &' yer not . 
granted by them thar had greater power & authority atthat 
 Ume when it was much more eaſic ts give ſattsfaQion the- 
| Aa 4 ' rel 
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reinthen now3 So rhar the blame cannor = upon the Genes 


ral Affombly or their Commiſſioners that Religion is nor ſe- 
EE Donnas 


I CIOS I AN 


44+. * LAWEET fg # "4 CREE BOY 
_ rH =& Vie ln! © j* FT 4 | , 
Jul "43. 648. Antemeridiem, Seſſ. XVIII. 


and Declaration againſt the AF of Par. 
hiamonr & Committee of Eſtates ordained to be ſubſcris 
hed rhe 10..andit.of Fune, and againſt all new Oarbes 


«;. or Bands in the common Cauſe impoſed without 
fhge Aitar | conſent of the Church. 
HE Generall Atembly taking to conſideration a Dec la- 
> rarion and Act of Parhamenr, of the date 10. of Funs, 
x648: highlyconcerning Religion , and the conſciences of 
the People of God in the Let , and one Aft of the Com- 
mitree of Eltares , of the date 12 . of June, i 645. both pub=- 
bſhedan-Pyynat, whereby all Subjets are Ordained by ſab» 
{cription to acknowledge as juſt, and oblige themſelves rq 
adhereunta the ſaid AR and Declaratian , containing an 
obligation upon their honours and credits, and as they de- 
fireto be, and tobe holden, as lovers of rheir. Coyntry , 
Religion ,- Laws and Liberties, to joyn and concur with 
theirPerfonsand Eftates in the aſſiſtance of the execution, 
and obſervation of the As and Conſtitutions of this Par 
hament,as the moſt fit and neceſſary remedies of the by-gone 
andpreſent evils and diſtraftions of this Kirk and Kingdom, 
andforthe preſervation of Religion, Laws and Liberties 
and of his Majeſties authority , with certification that ſuch 
aSrefuſe or delay to ſubſcribe the ſame, ſhall be holden as 
E nemies and Oppoſites to the Common Cauſe , . confiſting 
inthe maintenance of the true reformed _ , of the 
ELawsand Liberries of the Kingdom and ofhis Majeſties au» 
thority, :Which ſubſcription the Aſſembly cannot others 
wiſe look upon, then asa ſnare. for:the People of God to 
:involye them in guiltineſle , and to draw them from their 
former Principles and Vows in the ſolemn League and Co- 
enant, For that ſubſcriprion were an approving of ſome 
Acts of Parliament , which rhey have ney er-yet- ran nor 
| | | | noWNy 


—_ win. _—_— —Qu WW. «cz awww &@ ail wand BY "— _ hh. 


Aſſembly, 16483. 3227 


konwn , they nor being all publiſhed , were anagrecivghe 
Ads of Parliament, highly coucerning Religion and the 
Covenant, made not onely without, but expreſly;againit rhe 
adviſe of the Kick , were an acknowledging ot ch1s-prefent + 
Engagement in War, inall the meansand ways for prome- 
ving the ſame, to be the moſt fir and neceflary remedies of 
the by-gone and preſent evils, whereas ſo many Petitions ro 
the Parliament ,' from Committees of War, Synods,. Preg= 
byceries and Paroches have made it appear, that theyare no 
way ſatisfied therewich 1n: point of confcience 5 were an 
alcribing ofa powerto the Parliament, ro declare thele to 
be enemies to the rrue Religion , whom' the Kirk hath nor 
declared ro be ſuch bur rather friends ;- were an approviag 
ofan AC made for the reitratujng' rhe liberty of printing 
from the Kirk, yea and of all the Acts of rhe Committee of . 
Ettates, to be made in time coming, rill March 1650. which: 
by Ac& ofParliamenr are ordained to be obeyed 3 were an 
allowing of Acts for ſecuring of th2 perſons; and intromete - 
ting with the Eſtates of ſuch as themſelves ſhall not. obeys or 
perſwade others nor to obey re{olutions concerning this En. 
eagement, and for protecting perſons under Kirk Cenſures, 
and ſoan infringing and violating of the Liberties and Dif»: 
cipline ofthe Kirk eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land ,: 
and (worn to1n the Nationall Covenanrt:to be defended ,. 
under the pains contained in the-Law of God, Andinall 
theſe, ſuch as doſabſcribe, do binde themſelyes not ovly 
ro active obedience 1n their own perſons , but tothe urging 
of active abedienceupon alli others, and'ſo draw upon 
themſelves all rhe gwſrinesſe and ſad conſequences of the 
preſent engagement;''Yea, ſuch as are Members of Parlia» 
ment» and have 1n the Qath of Parliament (worn not to Vore 
or conſent to any thing , but what rotheir beit knowledge 
is moſt expedient for Religion, Kirk and Kingdom, and 
accordingly have reaſoned ayainſt, and disſ{ented from divers 
Acts of this Parliament, Theſe by the ſubſcription. of this 
Act, cannot eſchew the danger of perjury , in: obliging 
themſelyes to aCtive obedience ro theſe Acts, which accord= 
Ing to their Oath, they did judge uulawfull, Neither can 
the 38. Att of the Parliament 1640. wherein ſucha kinde of 
< | Aag Band 
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' Band was enaRted:to- be ſubſcribed by any precedent orWars 
rant for ſuþſcibing of this At; Forir plainly appearsbythe | v 


narrative of that A omitted in this Band, how greata ditfe- 


rence there is between the condition of affairs then &, now. 
Then the Kings Commiſlioner had left and diſcharged theſfir-. 


zing of thePar].then theParl.for ficting was declared Traitors, 


and Armies in England and Ireland PR againſt rhem ;: 

ority of Parliament: 
was called in queſtion , then Kirk and State were united in 
the Caule againſt che Malignant party , then nothing was 
dererminedin Parliamentin matters of Religion without, | 
much leſſe againſt the advice of the Kirk: But beſide that, it 
was not thoughe expedient by the Stare,thar charBand ſhould! 


then not. only the Acts, but the veryaut 


be | 20m through the Kingdom. The caſe now not onely 
dl 


iffers from what was then, Buris in many chings juſt cons; - 
rary,as 18 evidentto all who will compare rhe rwo together. - 
And therefore theGenerall Aſſembly profeſling inall tender: 
reſp=&t ro the high and Honourable Court of Parliament and - 


Commirtee of Eſtates, burfinding a ftraitertye of God lying 


upon their Conſciences, thar they be not found unfairhfull 
watrchmen, and betrayers of the ſouls of theſe committed to. 


their charge, Do unanimouſly Declare che foreſaid ſubſcrip- 


gion tobe unlawfull and finfull. And dowarn, and Ilnthe.- 
Name of the Lord Chargeall the members of this Kirk , ra. 
forbear the ſubſcribing of tne ſaid AR and Neclaratiou,much 
more the urging of the. ſubſcription thereof, as they would: 


not incur the wrath of God , and the Cenſures of the Kirk, 


And conſidering how neceſſary it is that according co-the: 


cighr defire of tne Commisfioners of the Aſſembly ro the: 
Parliament , the Kirk-might have the ſame intereſt in 
any new Oathes 1n this Cauſe, as they had inthe ſolemn 


League and Covenant , and what dangers of contradi«, 
&ory Oarhes, perjuries and ſnares to-mens conſciences . 
may fall out otherwiſe : Therefore they likewiſe Enjoyn - 
all che members of this Kirk, - to torbear the ſwearing, ſub- 


{cribing or preſſing of any newOathes orBands in thisCauſe, 


without adviſe and concurrence of the Kirk , eſpecially : .. 
any negative Oathes or Bands , which may any way limit or - 


- reſtraty 


= 
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| rational orfolemn League and Covenant , and that. wirk 
certificarion as aforeſaid, And ſixh as have already preſied 
or ſubſcribed the foreſaid Act and Declaration, The Geng- 


| #eftrain them in the duties whereunto they are obliged, by 


'Þ call Afſembly dorh hereby exhort them moſt carneſtly ja-the 


bowels of Chriſt , to repent of that their defefion. And 
Ordains thar Presbyreries, ac incaſe of their negligence , 
-or being overawed the pravinciall Synods or the Commiſii= 
on of the Afſembly , which of them ſhall firſt occur , and 
in caſPof rhe Synods negligence, that the ſaid Commiſſion 
| be carefull to proceed againſt, and ceuſure the Corraveeners 
of the AR acording to the quality and degree of their offeg» 
ces as they will ba anfwerable to the General! Afﬀembly; 
and that therefore 'this A be ſent ra Presbyceries to be 
publiſhed in the ſeveral Kirks of their bounds, —_— 


ee - ny 


Eodem die Poſtmeridiem. Seſf: XI xy. 


| Approbation of the ſhorter Catechiſme. 


the ſhorter Catechiſme, agreed upon by the Afieme» 

bly of Divines fitting at //eſtminſcer > with affiſtance. 
of Commifſianers from this Kirk. Doc finde upon due ex= 
; aminarion thereof, Thar the ſaid Catechiſme is agreeable 
to the Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the re- 
ceived » Doftrine , Worſhip, Diſciphne and Governmene 
ofthis Kirk, And therefore Approve'the ſaid ſhorter Cate« 
\ Chiſme as a part of the intended Uniformity , to be'a Dires 
tory for Caxechiſing ſuch as are of weaker capacitie. 


T 1 Generall Afſemblyſhaving ſeriouſly conſidered” 
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8t Edinburgh, 1647» 


S techiſme , printed art Edinburgh , cntituled, The 
A. B. C. with the Catebhifme , That ts te ſay , an mſtrnA- 


uſe thereof in Schools or Families , Inhibiting alſo all Prins: 


to take ſpeciall care that this A be obeyed. 


he tt eds. ti mn 4 


Vit. Tuly 1648. Poſtmeridien , Seſf. 21. 


A Declaration of the Generall A ſSembly con- 
 Cerning the preſent dangers of Religion, and eſpecially 


dom of England; Together , with many neceſſary exs. 
i hortations and dirftions to all the EMembers , 
. of the Rirk of Scotland. 


]- cangot ſeem ſtrang# to any that confidereth the great 
truſt that lyeth on us , comparing the ſame with the' 
eminent dangers wherewith the Cauſe of God is invira« 
.ned in this Land,} if at this time We declare our ſenſe: 
' thereof, and warn the people of God fram this watch-rower 
of the preſenr duties incombent to them 3 Our witneſfle 


this from any disreſpect to the Parliament whom we have 
honoured and will ever honour and alſo obey in all things / 


Covenants : And to the 2aties of our Callings, Not. 


AF diſcharging a little Cateobiſme printed | 


T: E Generall Afembly kaving found ina little Cx | 


80n to be taught and learned of young children , very grofle errourg 
in the point of Uniyerſall Redemption: andin the number: $ 
of the Sacraments , Therefore doe diſcharge the vencing* 
or ſelling of the ſaid Catechiſme of the foreſaid impreſſion,” 
or of whatſoever other Imprefſjon the fame be of , and al[- ] 
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ters to reprint the ſame , And recommends.to Presbyteries | 


the unlawfull engagement in War , againſt the King- 


' 1SIh heaven, and our record on high; that we doe not ' 
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Aſembly, x648 ts 


From any diſſoyalty or unduiefulneſſe to the Kings Majeſtic 
towhom we heartily with , and to his poſtenty after hims 
I ahappy Reigneover theſe Dominions , Nor from any fa&ti- 


ous diſpoſition or ſiding wh rhisor that party whatſoever ». 
Nor from any contentious humour about light or ſmall mat=- 


againft whoſe curſed opinions and ungodly praftiſes, wehave | 
heretofore given ample teſtimony, andare ſtill _— 
ereſte 


j Solemn Covenant to endeavour the extirpation of 


and Schiim ; Bur from rhe Conſcience of our duty- when 
the glory of God, the Kingdom of his Son, his Word, 
Ordinances , Government, Covenant, Miniftery , Con= 


- | ſciences of People, Peace and Liberties of the Kirk are in- 


compasſed and alnoſt overwhelmed with great and growing 


dangers. 


- How freely and faithfully the ſervants of God of o1d have 


' rebuked fin in perſons of all ravks , nor ſparing Kings, Sta 


tes nor Kingdoms , the Scripture maketh it moſt platn r6 all 
that looksthereon ; Neither want we domeſtick examples, - 
ifwe.look back a little upon the behaviour of our zealous 


"Anceſtours in this Kirk I who not only in their Sermons fe- 


verally with grear gravity and freedom reproved the fins of 
the rime, Bur more eſpecially in the Kirk Judicarories pln 
and downright dealing was moſt frequent and famihar , as 
appears inthe Aſſemblies holden in. Janeand in Oftober 1552. 


in Oftober 1583. in May 1592, -in May 1554. and in March 


1595. And not only the Generall Afſembly by themſelves , 


 buralfo by their Commiſſioners faithfully and freely labou- 


red to oppoſe all the fteps of defeftion gz; as at other times, 
ſointhe yeer x'596. wherein four or five ſeyerall times they 
gave moſt free admonitions ro the” King , Parliament and 
Councell , withaProteſtation at the laſt before God » rhat 
they were free of their blood , and of wharſoever' judges 
went ſhould fall upon the Realm, ar that they durſt nor tor. 
fear of committing High Treafon :againſt Jeſus Chriſt rhe- 
onely Monarch of his Kirk » abftatn any our from figh= 
tg againſt their proceedings with the ſpiritual armour gratt- 
ted to them of God, and mighty in- him for overthrowing” 

tvs Kingdow: =_ in their, 
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Dechration then emitted to the Kingdom , they ſhew that 
it was 2 main deſign ro haue the freedom of the Spirit of God 
in che rebnke of Sinby che mouthe of his Servants reſtrained 
and therefore they warne all Pzſtours of their duty in apply 
ing Dotine and free preaching, Like as the Aflembly , 
24. March 1595 reckons up. amengſt the corruptions of the 
Miniſtery to be cenſured with deprivation, if continned in, 
che not applying their Doftrine againſt the corruptions of {| 
the time > which was renewed in our late Aﬀembly at: F 
Glaſgow 1638. What hath beendonefince that Aﬀembly is 
in recent memory3 andthe Papers to that purpoſe have been- 

bliſked in-Print, andare in the hands of all» Therefore 
| being warranred by the Word of Ged , and encouraged by 
the forementionsd examples, as after exa&t examination, 
wehave approven the proccedings ofthe Committionersof | 
tlie laſt Generall Aſſembly, and ſpeciaily their Declarations, 


Defices , Kepreſentatations, Remonſtrances, Supplica» | 


tions, Vindication and other Papers» relating to the preſent 
engagment in War , wherein they havegiven good proofof 
their fideliry ,, wiſdom agd zeal in-the'caulſe of God ,. So we 
finde our ſelves neceflitate.romake known untoall the Peo- 
ple of God in. this Nation our ſenſe concerning rhe daugets 
and dutzes of this preſent rime. | 
The cry ofthe inſolenciesof thispreſent Army from al: 
molt all the parts of this Kingdom , hath been ſo grear that 
it hath. gone upto heaven , and if we ſhould be filent, fwe 
could not be reputed. faithfull-in the performance of our 
duty.  Wedo acknowledge thar itis incident ugptoall Ar. 
miestobe-ſubjet unta ſome diſorders ,; andthe Miniſtersof 
the Kingdom havenor been dificient in former times to re+: | 
preſencthe ſameasrhey come mnto rheir knowledge, calling 
for the redresſe of them at their hands-who had power: But | 
the Commiſſioners of this preſent Aſſembly from the ſeverall 
rovinces have exhibited: great variety of abominable ſcans. 
_ dals and bainous-impieties and  inſolencies committed by”. 
rſons- imployed in this ſervice, whereof we think fircing” 
ma te-give youa touch, PEE. 
_  Asiſ liberty had beenproclaimed to the luſtsof lewd men,- 
Theſs that have becg juaployed ig very many placevof | - If 
| eLand 


ſeveral! chings highly concerning Religion without the a 
vice ox conſcar of te. General, Asſembly or their Commuse 


% 


Latjd have uſed horrible extortion of Moneys at their plea« 
ſure,and beſide the raking of victuals as they would for their - 
own uſe , K's have in ſeverall places wilfully deſtroyed 
the ſame » and have plundred many houſes ; taking allaway 
they could anddeſtroying what they couldnot carry away; in 
this grear appreſſion8:ſpoil of goods as the ſufferers were ma» 
ny ſo chotſe hath been made of thoſewhoPetitioned theHigh 
andHonourableCourr of Parliament for fatisfaftion to their 
Conſciences before the Engagement, or who were know a 
to make conſcience of the worſhip of God in their families, 
on whom they might exerciſe their raging wrath and unſa« 
tiable convetouſnefle ; Nor ſtayed their rage here, burtas 
though the war had been againſt God, pablick Faſts have 
not only been neglected: bur profancd by riotous ſpending - 
-and making merry , Divine Worſhip have been 1n m 
parts diſturbed , ſome Miniſters and pedple impeded from 
coming together , others ſcattered; when they were mer , 


_ -ſome taken out of Kirks in time of worſhip, others appre- 


Hhended at their coming our at the Kirk doors and carryed 
away; Befides thefe Miniſters in performing the worſhipof 
God have been menaced, contradicted, not without blas- - 
-phemous Oathes , yeatheir perſons in Pulpit asfaulted, noe 
to ſpeak of the ſpoiling of their goods, taking ; beating , 
carrying away their perſonsand detaining them for a time. 
And finally that whtch exceds all the reſt and is more imme- 
diately and dire&ly againſt God, there hath alſo been many 
cruell mockings of his Worſhip , and horrid blasphemies 3 
Anditis not to be marvelled that ſuch infolencies have been 
commitred, fince there hath been admitied upon this fervice 
ſome Papiſts, ſome bloody Iriſh Rebels, tome non Cove- 
nanters, and very many fugitives from Kirk Diſcipline » 
Finally » even thoſe who have been upon the late Rebelhon, 


- and rhefe not onely common Souldicrs bur Commanderybe- 


fige many voluntiers who have no ſpeciall command & oy 

Befides all theſe, the Liberties of the Kirk have been grie- 
youſly encroached upon 3 x. By exaitting Declarations from 
the Parliament and Committee of Eſtates , KA: 


( 
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Declaration of Parlianjent hath init many dangerous expres« 


fions, whichare particvlarly inſtanced in the Repreſentation _ 


of the Commiſſioners 'of the Generall Aſſemvly ; And the 
Game Article of Religion in the lare Declaration of the 
Committee of Eſtates to Enz/and is more unſatisfactory then 
the former : Like asin the ſaid late Declaration there is a 


totall omiflion of fome-moſt materiall things precended ro in 


'the Declaration of Parliamenr as ſatisfaQtory in poinr of ſe. 
curing Religion , viz: rhe clauſe concerning ſecurity to'be 
had from his Myeſty-by his ſolemn Oath under his hand and 
Seat > that heſhall for himſelf and his Succeffors give his 
Royall affent , and agree toſuch Aer Acts of Parliamenr, 
and Bills as ſhall be preſented ro him by his Parliaments of 
both and either Kingdoms reſpectively for enjoyning Pres 
byreriall Government , DireRory of Worſhip and Confes« 
fion of Faith in all his Majeſties Dominions, and that hig 
Majeſtte ſhall: never make oppoſition to any of thoſe, nor 
endeavourany change thereof; alſo the clauſe againſt aflo- 
cation with any that refuſe to rake the Covenant 18 omitted! 
From all which ic may appear in how-grear'danper the liber: 
tes of the Kirk and even Religion it ſelfare lefr. 3. In the 
[cloſe of the Declaration of Pa:liamenr, there is a new and 


unſound glosſe put upon the Covenant and Acts of Gene«. 


mal Asſembly, contary to the ſenſe of the General Asſembly 


- IrfelF, as is more fully expresſed inthe Repreſentation of. 


tlic lare Commiſſion - 4. No redresſe by the Parliament of 
certain Injuries complained of ro their Lordſhips by the 


'Commitkoners -of the. preceeding Generall Asſembly .. 


5. Endeavyours toweaken and fruſtrate Kirk - Cenſures by 


' making proviſions for. ſecuring the ſtipends of fuchas ſhall - 
becenſured: for their concurring in, or preaching for this. 


preſent Engagement. 6. A:miſrepreſentation of the pro- 
ceedings of the Commiſſion of the Generall Asſembly by 
the Parliaments Letter of May L1. tothe ſeverall Presby- 


rertes , endeavouring to incenſe them againſt the Commise'/ 


fon of the late Asſembly and top pre»ocupie their Com- 
| | miſhonery: 


'fioners, which wasa ground of proteſtation to divers Menj-.' 
Þ=rs of Parlizment who have been moſt zealonsand attivein | 
the Cauſe. 2. The Article of Religion as expreſſed in the 
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Aſſembly, 1648. 395 
miſfioners to this Aſſembly, : 9, Whereas there were ma- 
ny Petitions preſented tothe High and Honourable: Courr 
of Parliament from the Commiſſioners of the General Af 
ſembly, Synods &Presbyteries againſt the preſent Engage». 
mentas ſtated inthe Parliaments Declaration, yet notwith= 


. ſtanding of the ſaid Petitions , and notwirſtanding of many 


free & frequent warnings given byjfairhfulMinifters in their 
Sermons, notwithſtanding alſo that it was nor unknown 
how much the generality of the wel-affeted in the Kingdom 


. were unſatisfied in their conſciences with the grounds and 


way of the ſaid Engagement, yer good people are notonely 


left unſatisfied intheir and our defires, -but compelled and 


forced cirher ro fin againſt their conſciences ortobe under 


heavy preſlureg& burdens. 8. Yeain thelate Band injoyned. 


to be ſabſcribed by all theSubjeRs of this Kingdom, men are 
purttoit to joynand coucur with their Perſons & Eſtates» in 
the advancement, furtherance and affiſtance of the execution 


| - obedience &obſervition of the As and conſtitutions of the 


late Parhament; 8 confequently, as many as think the En= 


* pzpement unlawful ſhall bind themſelves nor onely for their 
-own part againſt their conſtciences, burtoinforce the ſame 
- -upon others who refuſe, and ſo not onely be oppreſſed , 


bur turn oppreſſours-of others. g. This all the ſubjects 
are required by the Act and Declaration of Parliament ro 
ſuibfcribe z as they defire tobe holden truelovers of Reli= 


'gion; Irbeing further affirmedin the aid A and Decla-' 


ration » that the Atsand Conſtitutions of the late Parlia= 


"ment , are the moſtfit and neceffary remedies for preſerva- 
tion of Religion; ' Where the Parhament afſvme rothem- 

- 'ſelves, withour the advice and conſent of the Aﬀemblies 
_ of rhe Kirk3*to judge and derermine' ſuch things wherein , 
(if in any thing) rhe ecclefiaftical Aſſemblies have ugdoub=: * 


wfly a ſpecial intereſt, viz. who are to be holden lo- 
vers of Religion', and what are the moſt fit and-neceſſa- 
ry remedies for preſervation of Religion: Yea it is or- 
daingd by the fourth At of Parliament, x 540. rhat for pre« 


' ſervationof Religion,G. Aſſemblies rightly conſtirure, asthe 
Proper & cotnpetentjudge of all matters Ecclefiaſtical;, be 
Keeped yearly and oftner prore ns. The Corgoation Oagh _ 
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dothalſo ſuppoſethe antecedent Judgement of the Kirk, as 
theproper and competent judge who-are enemies te true 
Religion & who not;for his Majeſty obliged himſelf by that 


Oath , thar he ſhould be carefull ro roo: our all Heretricks 


and enemies to the true Worſhip of God, who ſhall be 
convict by the rrue Kirk of God , of the aforeſaid crimes. 
xo. The General Aſſemby and their Commiſhonersare now 
deprived of their liberty of Printing, conmfired and ratified 
+ by At of Parliament, there being an inhibition to the con= 
trary upon the PRINTER, under the pain of Death 
by the Committee of Eſtates, | 
Whereas the defires ofthe Commiſſioners of the laſt Asa 
ſembly » for the ſafery' and ſecurity of Rel:gion, andthe 
Tight manner of proceeding to war, togethgrwith the ſup- 
plications of Provinciall Aﬀembliesand Presbyreries , all 
tending to the compoſing of the preſent unhappy differen- 
ces, andto the begetring ot a right underſtanding » haye 
not 'producedthe deſired and wiſhed for eff-& ; | But on the 
contrary our juſt grievances being till more and more 
heighened » iniquity eſtabithed by a law ; and that law put 


Ig execution 5 We cannor chuſe but declare and give warne + 


ing to all the peopleof GO D in this land , concerning the 
ſinfalneſſeand unlawfulnes(e of the preſent Engagement: 
which may be demonſtrate by many rerſons , as namely, -. 
I. The Wars of GODS people, arecalled the Wars of 
the LORD, Numb. 21, 14: 2 Chron 20, 15. and if our 
eating anddrinking , much more our engaging in war muſt 
be for Godand for hisglory ; x Cor, 10+ 31. whatſoever we 
doin word or deed, wear commanded todo all in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and fo for his glory , Col. 3- 17. The 
Kingdom of GO D and the righteouſnefle thereof is 10 
be ſought in the firſt place and before all other things , 


Matth.' 6. 33, It was the beſt flower and garland ingp* | 


former expeditions ofthis Nation , that they were for God 


and for Religion principally and mainly. Bur ifthe principal ' 


end of this preſent Engagement were for the glory: of 
GOD, How comes itto paſle that nor ſo much as one of the 
defires of the Kirk , ſor the ſaferyand ſecurity of Religionin 
the laid Engagement, 1s 60 this day ſatisfied or -xa0000; = 
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on the contrary ſuch courſes taken asare deſtrutive to Re- 
ligion, And if Gods glory be-intended what meMerh the 
employing and protecting in this Army.ſo many blaiphemers 
perſecurors of Piety » diſturbers of divine worſhip , and 
others guilty of notorious and ctying fins . Again, how 
can it be precended that the good of Religion is principally 
aimed ar, when itis propoled and declared that the Kings 
Majeftieſhall be brought ro ſome of his houſes in or nearLow 
don, with Honour , Freedom and Safety , .before ever 


+ there beany ſecurity had from him , or ſo. much as anyap- 


plication made to him for the good of Religion. What is 
this but xo poſtpone the honour of God, the liberties .of the 
Goſpel., theſafety of Gods people to an humane intereſt , 
and to leave Religion in a condition of uncertainty ,- unſet- 
lednefle and hazard , while it is ſtrongly endeavoured to ſet- 
tle and make ſure ſomewhar elſe, ne, | "A 
'3. Suppoſe the ends of this Engagement to be good 
{ which they are not) yer the meanes and ways of /proſecu- 
tion are uniawfull, becauſe there is np ane equall ayoiding 
of rocks ont: both hands , butajoyning with malignants to 
{upprefle Sectaries , ajoyning hands witha black devill to 
beata white devil 3 Theyare bad Phyſictans who would ſo 


cure one diſeaſe as to-breed anotheras evil; or worſe, That 


there 1s 1n the preſent Engagement aconfederacy and aſſoci- 
ation 1n war with 'ſuch of the Eng/zch who according rothe 
ſolemn League and Covenant and Declarations of both 


. Kingdoms, 1643. can be no otherwile looked upon but 


as Malignants and enemies of Reformation and the Cauſe 
of God, is now -niade ſo manifeſt before Sun and Moon , 
that we ſuppoſe none will deny itz And tis no lefſe undeni- 
able, that not only many known Malignants, burdiverſe 
who joyned inthe late rebellion within this Kingdom are 
employed, yea, put into-places'of truſt; Allwhichhow con- 


'trary:tis to the Word of God-,..no.man can be ignorantwho 


will attentively ſearch the Scriptures , for we finde therein 


condemned confederacies:and aflociations with the ene- 

mies feruz Religion , whether Canaanttes , Bxod, 23. 3 

ad 24. 42. 15- Dent, 7. 3. ;or:other heatheos I K ing. 

 Þ+ v6» 1, 2+ ſuch was Aſs ws with Benhadad 
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2Chron. 16. tov. to, Ahazhis confederacy with the Ki 
of Afyria 2 King. 1 6. 7, 10. '2: Chron, 28. 16. to v.23» or whi- 
ther the affociation was with wicked men of the ſeed of 
Abraham , as Jehochaphats with 4chab 2 Chron. 18. g.. com- 
pared with chap.-19. 2. alſo his aflociation with Ahaziah 2 
Chron, 20. 35. and Amaziachs aſſociating to himſelf r 00000, 
of the ten Tribes when GOD was not with them, 2 Chron. -| 
25. 7,8, 9, to. The fin and danger of ſuch aſſociations 
may further appear from Jſaiah8. 12.15. Jer. 2. 18. Pſal. 
Io6. 35. Hof. 5. 13:and 7.8, 11. Cor- 6+ 14, 15. aud if 
we ſhould eſteem Gods enemies, tobe our enemiesand hate 
them with perfect hatred; Pſal. 139. 21-howtan werhen joyn 
with them yas confederates- and affociates , eſpecially in a 
cauſe where Religion is ſo highly concerned and ſeeing 
_ have been tormerly inactuall oppofition ro the ſame 
CAUic, ” 0 

3, We are commanded ifit- be poſſible and as much as 
lierh in us to have peace with 21] men, Rom. 12.18, roſeck 
peaceand purſueit , Pſal. 34: 14. war and bloodſhed isrhe 
laſt remedy after all the wayes and means of peace have been 
uſed in vain. The intended war of the nine Tribes and a 
half againſt the two Tribes and half was prevented by a 
Meſſage and Treaty of Peace Joh. 22 3 lhe hike means 
was uſed by Fepthah. ( though no with the like ſucceſs } 
forthe preventing of war with che King of AmmonFudg. 11- 
The-very I1ght of natnre hath taught Heathens not ro make 
war till firſt all amicable wayes of preventing bloodſhed 
weretried ; yet this war hath been driven on without ob- 
ſerving any ſuch method of proceeding except by a meſſage. 
wherein not ſo muchas ene breach was repreſented. Yea 
though theſe rwo Kingdomsareſtraitly united in Covenants 
yet theſe who have carried on this war did not only neglect 
to defire a Treaty, but alſoſlight an offer of a Treaty made 
from the Parliament of England upon the Propofitions of 
both Kingdoms. Fn h 

4. Thereare many clear and ful teſtimonies of Scriptures 
* agiinſt the þr&Ech and violation of Covenants, although 


| bur berween faan and may v' Fel; 55: 20; Rome To Je. 
n Fo or 
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2 Tims. 3- 3, Eſpecially where the name of God” was inter” 
poled 19 Covenants by any. of tus people , Jer: 34. 8, 10» 
11-18. Exek. 17.18, 19. How much more the violation o 
a Solemn Covenant berweea God and his people, Lev 26+ 
I5.25- Deut. 15* 2, and 29.21, 14» 25, Jer.22: $,9. L 
Keng. 19. 1c. Dan. 11. 32, Hoſ. 6. 7. If therefore the pre= 
ſent Zngagement be a breach vf our ſolemn League and Co- 
venant , then, they who have before taken the Covenant , 
and have now joyned in this Engagement , muſt grant by 
neceſlary and infailible conſequence , either that the Cove« 
nantit ſelf which they rook was unlawful , and ſuchas they 
cannot perform withour fin (-which yet they. cannot pro- 
 fefſe) orotherwiſe, that the Engagemear is unJawfull and 
finfull as being a breach of Coyenant-, and ſo conrary to 
the Word of God;: that the preſent Engagement is a breach 
of Covenant may appear by comparing it wich each of the 
Articles,for 1t is againſt all rhe ſix Articles of the Covenant. 
Apainft the firſt , becauſe in ſtead of the preſeryation-of 
the Doftrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governmentof this 
Kirk ; there. is not onely a great quarelling by rhoſe that do 
Engage, at the preſent doctrine.,--and free preaching , a 
diſturbing of. and withdrawing from the Worihip , aud na+ 
mely from the late ſolemn humiliation: But alſoa refuſall 
of ſuch things as were deſired by the Commiſſion of the 
late Afembly and Provincial Synods,as neczflary to the pre- 
| ſervation of the true ReformedReligion: . And wehavejuſt 
cauſe of fear thattche Reformarion of Religion in DoGtri- 
ne, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governmenr is nor intend- 
ed to be ſufficiently+ maintained and preſerved , when we 
finde ſuch a limitation aud reſtriction in the late Declaration 
ofthe Committee of Eſtates to the Parliamenr. and King- 
dom of Fngland , That they wall maintain and preſerve the 
Reformation of Relsgion , Doftrine » Warship . Diſcipline and Go= 
vernment . —_— mercy of GOD , and his Majeſtzes good- 
neſſe eſtablished by L aw among us 3 bur as there 1s no tuch 
limitation in the Covenant, to we have nor had ſuch proof 
; of his Majeſties goadnefle as to eſtabliſh by Law all that . 
hath been: by the mercies of God ;jinated in Generall 
Aſſemblies. As to the —_ the firſt Article > concern 
"Bd 4 - ing 
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ing the Reſormation of Englandand Ireland, and the Unifars 
miry , asthere was ſome hopefull beginnings thereof, and 
a good foundation laid , during the late War againſt rhe Po= 
ptth Prelacicall and Malignant party, ſothe ſtare and grotnd 
of tne War being now altered , and theſe|choſen for confes- 
derates, and aflociates inthe War , who are: known enemi- | 
Es ro that Reſormation', and Uniformity , how can the Cos 
venant be keeped in that point as long as ſuch a- War 1s car- 
xg 063/51 | b 
The ſecond Article is violared becauſe in ſtead of indea- 

' vouringtoextirpate Popery and Superſtition without reſpect 
ofperfons ( as is expreſt inſthe Covenant ) there is in the 
late Declaration of the Committee of Eſtates a defire of the: 
Queens return, without any condition tending to the re- 
ſtraint of her Maſſe or exerciſe of Popery ; We do alſo cone 
ceive there is a tacit condeſcending to the toleration of Su- 
m—— and the Book of Common prayer in His Majelties 

amily-,- becauſe asit was reſerved by himſelf in his conceſſi- 
on ,: brought home by the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom , 

So cheſe concefſious were never plainly declared by rne Par= 
| lament to beunfatisfattory ro their Lordſhips: howbeir it 
harh been often and earneſtly defired : neither can we con- 
ceive how the clauſe concerning the extirpation of Prelacy , 
can confift with indeayouring to bring His Majeſty with 

nour, Freedom and Safety to one. of his Houſes in or 

about LON DON , withourtany ſecurity had fromhim , 
for the abolition of Prelacy; it being his known prins 
 . Ciple (and publickly declared by. himſelf ſhortly after he 
went to the Ifle of Wipht) that he holds himſelf obliged 
in confcience ys and by his Coronation Oath to maintain 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. Can itbe ſaid thar they are en- 
deavouring to extirpate Prelacy;, who after ſuch a Declara- 
_ would put in His Majeſties hand an” opportunity to re- 

oreit?” | ORE. 


rhe uberties of the Subjetsare overthrown,and the perſons _ | - 
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andEftates of ſuch as have been beſt affe&ed to theCanſe and 
Covenaut are expoſed ro moſt grievous injuries , Crywg op- 
reſfſions 2 And whereas the duty in preſerving and defend- 
ing his Majefties Perſon and Authority, is by the third 
Article of the Covenant qualified with', and ſubordinate' 
unto the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and 
'Liberties the Kingdoms , There is no ſuch qualification , 
nor ſubordination obſerved in the prefent Engagement, bur 
on the contrary, itis ſo carried on , as to make dunes to 
God and Religion couditionall, qualified » limited ;- and 
duties.to the King abſolute and unlimited. : | 
The fourth Article ofthe Covenanris ſo foully broken , 
thar they who were by that Article declared Enemies 3. In- 
cendiaries, Malignants, and therefore to be brought to 
condigne tryall and puniſhment, are now looked upon as 
friends and affocites, and are the men who get moſt fa- 
vour and proteCion » and ſundry of them imployed in pla 
cesof truſt , inthe Army and Committees. 
: Forthefiſth Article, inſtead of endeavouring to preſerve 
Peaceand Union , a breaeh is endeavoured betwegn the 
Kingdoms, not only by taking in and garriſoning their 
frontire Towns , butalſo entering the Kingdom of England 
wichan Army, andjoyning with the common enemies of 
. both Kingdoms , notwithſtanding of an offer of a Treaty 
upon the Propoſitions of both Kingdoms made by rhe Par- 
liament of Exgland to the Parliament of this Kingdom. And 
whether the way of this Engagement can confiſt with the 
large Treaty between the Kingdoms, we ſhallwiſh the Ho- 
 nourable Committee of Eſtates may yet take it into their 
ſerious ſecond thoughts. | 
The fixth is alſo manifeſtly broken , for we are thereby 
obliged ro aflift and defend all thoſe {thar ,entered into this 
League and Covenant, in maintaining and purſuing thee 
reof: Whereas the Army now entered into England, is 
to afliſt and defend many who have nor entered into that Le- 
gue and Covenant :- And for thoſe who took: the Covenant 
1n that Nation . and continue faithfull in ir, what they may 
expect from this Army , may be colle&ed nor onely from 


their Carriage rowards their Brethren at home 3 but alſo" 
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from that clauſe toward the cloſe of the late'Declaration of 
the Commitree of Eſtates, And that we will do prejudice or uſe . ' 
violence to none ( as far as we arg able ) but to ſuch as oppaſeus , or 
uch ends above mentioned. Ir cannot be unknown thar many 
of the Enzliſh Nation who are firm and faithfull to the Co- 
yenants and Presbytertall Government do , and will accor- 
ding to their places and callings oppoſe ſome of thoſe ends 
above mentioned in that Declaration, as namely, the re- 
fforing both of King, and Queen withour any condition 
or ſecurity firſt had trom them 5 And ſo by rhat rule 1o the 
+ Declaration they muſt expe to be uſed as enemies, not 
' aSfriends. That fxch Article is alſo broken by a departing 
from the firit principles and reſolutions: and by dividing » 
and withdrawing from thoſe thar adhere chereunto, which. 
hath been before cleared by the Commitlion of the late Ge= 
nerall Aﬀembly in their Declararion in March, Repreſen- 
rarion , 2nd other Papers publiſhed in Print. | 
_ _$. Weleaveitto be ſeriquily pondered by every one who 
1s rruely conſcientious z wherher it be any ways credible 
or probable , oragreeable to Scriprure rules, thar the gene= 
rality of all that have been moſt faithfull and cordiall to rhe 
Covenant and cauſe of God ſhould be deceived, deluded 
and darkened in this bufinefſe, and that they who for the. 
moſt part were enemies ro the work of God in the begin- 
ning, and have never brought forth fruits meet for Repens, 
tance , ſhould now finde out the will of God more then his 
moſt fairhfull Servants in the Land , and who, thar fears 
God, will belieye that Malignants are for the ends of rhe 
Covenant and that rhey who are moſt inftrumedtall in this | 
Reformation , are againſt the ends of the Covenant. : 
All which confidered > as we could nor, without invole 
ving our ſelves in the guiltineſſe of ſo unlawfull an Engage= 
ment, yeeld ro the defire of the Army for Miniſters ro be' 
fent. by us toate2nd them ; So we do earneſtly exhort , and. 
' In the name and authority of Jeſus Chriſt, charge and re= 
quire all and every one of the Members of this Reformed 
Kirk of Scotland, be "i 
' 1, Thar they ſearch narrowly into the fins which have 
Procyred fo great judgements and ſo ſad-an —_— 
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of thework of God , that they examine. themſelyes, ' con® 
ſider their wayes, be much in humiliation and prayer , ftue \ 
dy areall and practicall Keformarion,: That they alſo mourn 
and ſigh for the abominations of the Land, and ſtand in 
the gap to turn away the wrath, Among all theſe feartull 
fins, ' che violation of the Solemn League and-Covenanr , 
would nat be forgotren bur ſerioufly laid to heart, as that 
which eminently proyokerh the Lord . and procureth his 
judgements 10 be-powred forth not onely upon perſons and 
families, but alſoupon Statesand Kingdoms. Covenant- 
breakers through in common things , are reckoned by 
che Apoſtle in that Catalogue of the abominations of the 
Gentiles: Bur among the peoplc of God, where hisgreat: 
name is interpoſed y the breach of Covenant even. in meaner 
marrers, ſachas the ſerting of ſervants . at liberty provo- 
kerh the Lord to ſay , Behold Iproclaim a liberty for you (ſaith 
the Lord ) to the ſword , tothe peſtilence , and to the famine , and 
1 will give the men that hath transgreſſed my Covenant ,- and 
( not excepting, bur exprelly mentioning Princes) he 
addes , I will give them into the hands of their enemies, The Hin 
ſtory of the Gabeonzres , who ſurceptitioully pocured the Co= 
yenant made tO ſpare them » and whom Saul ſome ages the= 
reafterin his zealro children of Iſrael and Fudah ſought ta 
llay » as being, curſed Canaamites , evidencech- with what 
. vengeance, the LORD followeth Covenant » breakers, 
whereof there wants not in prophane Hiſtory alſo both fot, 
reign and domeſtick examples : Therefore let all che inha- 
' hytants of theLand of whatſoever rank,ſeriouſly ponder how 
_ terrible judgments the violatian af a Covenant ſo recently , 
ſo adviſedly, ſoſolemnly made, and in ſo weighty matters, 
may draw on,if not timouſly preventedby ſpeedyrepentance, 
1 I. Thartthey fo reſpe&t and honour Aurhority , as that 
they be nat the ſervants of men , nor giue obedience rothe 
will and authority of Rulers in any thing which may not 
| conſiſt with rhe word of God, bur ſtand faſt 1n the liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them free, and obey God ra= 
ther then men, | 
ITI. That they carefully avoid the dangerous rocks and 
ſnares of this rime , . whereby ſo many are taken and broken. 
ds Upon 
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Upon th eone hand theſowre leaven of Malignancy where' 


ever enters, ſpoileth and corrupterh the whole lump , poſt- 
poning Relizion , -and the Cauſe of God to-humane 1ntereſt, 
what eyer be pretended to the contrary , and obſtructing 


the work of Reformation, and propagation of Religion oyt | 


of falſe reſpeRs and creature intereſt. As this hath former= 
ly abounded in the land, tothe prejudice of the Cauſe and 
Work of God , ſoof lateiris revived , ſpreading with ſpe= 
Cious pretences of yindicating wrongs done to his Majelty, 

 Wedefire not tobe miſtaken, as if reſpe& and love ta his 
Majeſty were branded withjthe infamous mark of Malige 
nancy 3 Buthereby we warn all who would nor come under 

chis foul flain, not onely in their ſpeech and profeſſion, 

but raclly & intheir whole carriage not to prefer their own, 

and the intereſt of any creature whatſoever, before the 

intereſtof CHRIST and Religion, The characters of 
theſe haye been fully given in former Declarations , ſpecial- 
ly in theDeclaration oftheCommiſſioners of theGenerall Aſs 
ſembly in March laſt , which we hold as here repeated 5 
onely adding this, that. they ordmarily tradute Kirk Judi» 
eatures, as medling with civill affairs, which as it 15 n0 
new calumny , but ſuchas hath beencaſt upon the ſervants 

of GOD. in former times; ſo the whole courſe of proceec- 
dings doth manifeſtly confute the ſame. | 

pon the other hand Seariſme hath no lefle hindered 

the blefſedand glocious work of Reformation in our neigh- 
bour Kingdom » againſt the venome whereof leſt ir appro- 
ach and infectrhis Kirk , we have need to watch diligently 
to avoid all the beginnings and dangerous appearances the« 


reof. The many faithfull reſtimonies from godly Mint- | 


ſters in ſeverall partsof England, againſt the vile errours,and 
abominable blaſphemies bounding there, as they are to us 
marrer of rejoictng before the Lord;ſo they ought ro be looe 
ked on as warnings toall ſorts of people , eſpecially that re- 
gard Religion , to beware of Sathans ſnares , craftile ſerto 
Eatch their ſouis, ' And becauſe ſuch gangreens creep inſen- 
ſibly , allcharlove the Honour of GOD , and welfare'of 
Religion, would ſeriouſly conſider the following go 
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| feffion of their fairh without wavering. 
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both by way of marks ro diſcern; and means toeſcape the 


danger of this infeCtion. 
x. Woſoeyerare miſpriſesof the bleſſed work of Re« 
formation eſtabliſhad within this Land , and do nor ſhew 


| themſelves gri#ved for the impediments and obſtructions 


it hath mer with in our neighbour Kingdom , theſe are 
even on the brink of this precipice, ready-ro tumble down 
in this gulf whenſoever occaſion is offered : All therefore 
thar love the Lord Jeſus ,' would ſtir up their hearts in the 
light and ſtrengrh of the Lord highly co prize , and thank- _ 
fully to acknowledge what the right hand of the moſt High 
hath done among us, as alſo to thirſt feryently after the ad- 
yancing and perfecting ofthe LOR Ds work among our 
netghbours | | 


- 2. Diſ reſpect to the publick Miniſtery and Oxdinancersis 


aſymptome of a dangerous inclination to that diſeaſe: And 
therefore as all Chrifts Minitters ought roſtir up themfelves , 
to walk-as becometh their high and holy calling* leſt they be 
ſtumbling blacks to the people of God; ſoall thepeople of 
God ought moſt carefully ro ſtir up themſelves untoa preci- 
ous eſtimation ofthe Ordinances of God,& highly to eſteem 
the Stewards thereof for rheir works ſake. A dury atall times 
needful but now eſpecially,when Sathan by all means ende- 

yours the contrary. | | Ef 

3. Indifferency in pointsof Roligien, and pleading fop 

Toleration to themſelves or others how far foever different 
among themſelves, 1s not ro be forgotten among the charact- 
ers of Jectaries, and therefore ought the more carefully tobe 
avoided and oppoſed by all who defire ro hold faſt the pros 
4. They whoareglorying in,and ſeeking after new lights, 
orunder the pretext of them are ſelf-conceited in ſingular o- 
pinions , or whoaffe&t nzw and ſtrangeexpreſlions, are ens 
tring into the ſnare ready to be carried about with every 
winde of Doctrine, And therefore albeit we ought always as 
Diſciples of the Lord to ſer ourſelves as in his fight robe 
taught by bis Spirit according to his Word, yetin this time ſo 
ferti] of errours;it becommeth all the lovers of truch to hold 
iaftwhatthey brve received, tharno man take gheir Geng 
; 5. Wages 
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5. Whoſoever brings in any opinion or practiſe in this 
Kirk contrary to the confeflion of Faith;Dire@ory of Wore 
ſhip or Presbyrerian Government may be juſtly'eſteemed to. 
be opening the door to Schiſme and- Secs: And therefore 
all depravers or miſconſtrufters of the proceedings of Kirk« 
TIS , Elpecially rhe Generall Afſembly would take 
eed leaſt by making a breach upon the walls of Ferufalem 
they makea patent way for SeCtaries to enter. 
6. They who ſeparate the Spirit from the Word , and 
pretend the Spirit , when they have 'no ground or warrant 
from the Word, arealready taken in an evill ſnare, And. 
therefore tis neceſlary totry the Spirits whither they are of 
God, for many falſe Prophets are gone out inro the world, 
if they ſpeak nor according to the word it is becauſe there is 
no light in them. | 


Beiides the former, theſe are alſo marks of a Sefary ; If I 


any commend, and recommend to others, or ſpread and dis 
vulgethe erroneous books of Setaries, If any allow, avow 
or uſe Conventicles or privare meetings forbidden by the 
Acts of rhe Generall Aflembly I64I. and 1647. laſt paſt, 
If any be uawilling, and dectine to reckon Sectaries among 
rhe enemiesof rhe Covenant, from whom danger is ro be 
apprehended , And (though we diſallow the abuſing and 
Idohzing of learning to the patrocinie of Errour or prejus 
dice of piety ) if any contemn literature as needleſfle at belt, 
1f notalfo hurrfull roa Miniſter. 

When we thus expreſte our ſelyes for preventing the 
dangers of Sects and Schiſmes , it is far from our intentle 
on ro: diſcourage any fromthe duties of piety , and mutvall 
edification , according to the directions of the laſt Aſſembly 
publiſhed in Print, and ſeriouſly recommended by them, 
orto give any advantage to Malignants and Prophane per- 
ſons, with whom itis frequent re caſt'upon all thoſe who | 
adhere to former principles, and cannot approve the pre- 
ſent Engagement, the odious nick-names of SeQaries.andIn« 


dependents. For the beter diſcovery of ſuch praphane moc? 
kers,we give theſe markes and chataters.- | I, They do pros 
-phanelyand tauntingly abuſe the name of the Spirit , under. 
that namederiding the work. of Grace and Gary 
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| Biey intended no ſuch thingas a change of the Government 
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2, They eſteem and ſpeak of exerciſes of conſcience , as 


fancies , or.fits of melancholy. 3. They mockat Family- 
worſhip and the means of mutuall edification ſo much re= 


commended by the laſt Aﬀembly in their direQions.4. They 


do uſually calumniate godly Miniſters , and profefſorswho 


. follow holineſſe, wirh the natmnesof Sedtaries , or the like 


odious names, Without any juft cauſe : As we accountall 
ſuch robe enemies to the practiſe and power of godlinefle z 
So we do exhortall the lovers ef truth to hold on in the way 
of holineſle through good report and ill reporr, being ſted- + 
faſt immovable , alwayes abounding in the work of the: 
Lord, ſora\much as they know their labour is notin vain in 
the Lord. | 
I V. That they do not concur in, norany way aflift this 


;preſent Engagement, as they would not partake in other 
| mensfans, and fo receive of their plagues , but that by the 


grace and aſſiſtance of Chriſt they ftedfaſtly reſolve to ſuffer 
the rod of the wicked , and the utmoſt which wicked mens 
malice can afflit rhem with , rather then ro put forth their 
hand to iniquity, OO ob BTR0 8 | 

V. Thatthey ſuffer not themſelves to be abuſed with fair 
pretencesand profeſſions uſuall in rhe mouths of thoſe thar 
carry on this defigne-, and ofcen publiſhed in their Papers, 


Bur remember that the fouteſt aftrons' have not wanted 


_— pretences; And if they whokilled the-Apdltles 


d both pretend and intend to do God good ſervice , what 
marvell that they who engage againſt the Covenant pre- 
tend to engage forit. Neither isit tobe forgotten, Thar 


after the firſt fubſcription of our National) Covenant, theſe 


who had the chiefhand in managing publickaffairs,and had 
ſubſcribed the Covenanr, eſpecially the Duke of Lenox, 
and Caprain Jones then Earl of Arran, in the — I581, 
1582,1583,1584. when their defigne was ro{ubyert both 
the Doctrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk, yet gave great 
aſſurances by promiſes and Oaths ro the contrary. Ar 
the Aſſemblies 1598, 1599, 1600: It was' declared with 
many vows and atteſtations by the King , 'Stateſmen , and - 
theſe Miniſters who were aſpiring to -Prelacy ,- That 


of 
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of _the Kirk, oran introducing of Epiſcopacy , yet they 
were really doing what they diſclaimed and prof-fled nor to. 
do. Ard ſappoſe that ſome who havean active hand in car- 
Tying 08 the preſent publick affairs:, have no deſign either 
todeſtroy Religion , or utterly to ſleightit: yet the way, 
they areon , and work they are about as it is contrived, 
goth of its RIF, and inits own nature tend tothe endangera. 
ig, ifnot tothe utter ſubverſion of Religion , for it cane | 
nat be denyed , but the very undertaking of this War , ſets 
the once ſuppreſſed Malignants on work again, and ſ{ucceſle 
therein pnts rhem ina capacity to ſet upaccordingto their 
principles aboliſhedand abjured corruptions 3 which will 
be the more hardly hindered , conſidering his Majeſties pro« 
penfion ,- and-profeſſed reſoiution that way, Eſpecially ſees 
ing His Majeſties conceſſions ( though it bath been often 
defired ) haue never been plalnly declared unſatisfaQore by 
the Parhament. And who in reaſon can thipk that any more 
then His Majeſties conceſſions ſent from the Iſle of Wight 
willbe required of him , by them who thereupon have pro- 
ceeded tothis Engagement. The Kings negarive yoice. ( aſ- 
{erted in the Papers of the Commillioners of this Kingdom 
unto England, which are owned-in the late Declaration to the 
Kingdom of Englard , as the ſenſe of this Kingdom) confi= 
dered}in relation to Religion makes the danger yer the grea-- 
terand more palpable, yea , may reach further to thake 
and unſetcle Religion eſtabliſhed in this Land; If ro the pre- 
miles this be added which is not only often declared , but 
aalſo demanded , Thar his Majeſtie be brought to one of his 
Jrouſes1a Honour, Freedom and Safery, which may infer rhe 
admitting of hisMajs to the free exerciſe of his Royall power 
before ſecurity had from him for Reeligion, or Application 
made tohimfor the ſame, who ſees not now what hazardRe- 
bgion runs,certainly greater then a good intention can ſalve, 

VI Thatthey do not miſtake , - or miſundexſtand the na- 
ture of the true Reformed Religionand of the Government 
of JESUS CHRIST, - asif thereby either the Prerogative 
of Kings, Priviledges of Parliaments or Liberties of 
Burghs, andother Corporations were any wayes hurt or 


weakened ; whereas indeed Rehgiqnis rhe mainpillarand 
: | upholdes 
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reſiſting » and not the receiving of the Government of 
CHRIST, which bath overturned civill powers. If rhe 
Throne be eſtabliſhed by righreouſneſte ( as we are plainly 
taught by the Word of God ) then it 15overthrowne by nn 
righteouſneſſe and —q—_y. 

VII. - That they beware of all things which may ene 
ſnare their conſciences', as evill councell, evill company, 
falſe informations, raſh promiles , and eſpecially that thcy 
beware of taking any Oathes, ſubſcribing any Bonds, whic 
may relate to the Covenant and Canſe of God, unlefle ſuch 
Oathis or Bonds be approved by the General Affernbly ar 
their Commiſſioners for the publique affairs of the Kirk, - 

V HLI. That they do nat caſt away their confidence, nor 


fink into deſpair , becauſe of the preſent dangers and difhi- 


culties , bur live by faith , waite for berter times, and con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt as ſeeing him whos inviſible, firmly beleeving 
that ſuch a courſe as 1s not of God but againſt himy will come 
tonaught. | © CE F-0E | 

IX. Toremember, that as the violation of the Cove- 
nant by ſome in England doth not ſet us free from the obſer- 
vation thereof, andas nolaws nor authority on earth can 


' abſolve us from ſo ſolemn an obligation to the moſt High 
God ( which nor onely hath been profeſſed by this Kirk 


butin a Petition ofthe City of London,, and in publique Te- 
ſtimoniesof many of the Miniltety of England) So we are 
not acquited and affoiled from the obligation of our ſolemn 
Covenant, becauſe of the troubles and confuſfions of the t1- 


- mes; Buttbatin the worſt of times all thoſe duties, where= 
,unto þy Covenant we oblige our ſelyes, do ſtill lie upon us, 


for we have (worn ( and muſt perform it) concerning that 
Cauſe and Covenant wherein we ſolemnly Engaged, That 


. we 5hall all the dayes of our lives Fealouſly and conflantly contimue 
- therein againſt all oppoſition , and promove theſame accordinp *to onr 


potter againſt all lets and Impediments whatſoever. And if againſt 
all lets and impediments whatfoever-, then the altering of 
the way of oppoſition, or of the kinde of umpediments doth 


notalter the nature , ortrye of the Covenant, but we are | 
. obliged to all the dutiestherein contained, 


We 
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ppholder of civill authority , or Magiſtracie , andir is/the 
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-.":We dotalſoexhort and chargein CHRISTS Name 
the Prince of Paſtors, all the Miniſters within this Kirk , 
that in no wayes they beacceſſary to this ſinful Engagement, 
burin all their conferences and revipany , eſpecially , in 
their publick Doctrine, they declare themſelves freely , and 
Fairhfally, as they would eſchew the wrath of GOD, due 
For a violatee Covenant, and as they would eſcape the cen« 
ſures of the Kirk ; and letall Presbyreries be warchful with-, 
3n their bounds , and carefully, wiſely, and zealouſty to in- 
[Hi& Eccleſiaſtick cenſures, 
Finally, we exhortall civil Tudicatories,*and every one 
intruſted with power to manage the preſenraffairs, That 
they would ſeriouſly remember the ſtrict account they are 
to give before the Iudge of the quick and the dead , Confi- 
.dering deeply how fearful a rhing it Is to oppreſle the con- 
- ſciences-of their Brethren , either by preſſing them to at 
- where they finde no ſatisfactory warrant, or by putting hea- 
vy preſſures upon them for not aCting according vo their ins 
junctions , and eſpecially that they offer not to inſnare by 
new Oaths, or Bonds thofe that mak2 conſcience of the 
great Oarh of their Solemn Covenant » and hitherto have 
proven faithful and conſtant in promoving joyntly all the 
ends thereof; | | 
IF this our faithful warning finde favourable acceptance, 
ſo that the grievous things already enacted, be no more pro» | 
ſecuted and preſſed ; we ſhall blefſe God who reigns inthe | 
Kingdomsand Councels ofmen : Butifit fall our other- 
wiſe (asGod forbid) we have liberate our ſouls of the guil-. | * 
- tinefle of this ſinful way of Engagement, and ofall the mile- }J 
ries that ſhall enſue thereby. upon this Kirk and Kingdom, | 
,  Andſhall lament before the Lord that ourlabours have not || | 
>» - asyet had the defired ſfuccefle. Inthe meantime,  wedare 4 
Z notcaſt away our confidence, bur rruſting in the name of the }. | 
y 
fr 
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Lord, and ſtaying upon our God, ſhall by his grace and aſ- 
' fiſtance continue ſtedfaſt in our Solemn Covenants , and 
faithful in all rhe duties of our Calling. -, 215 | 
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Auguſt, t. 1648. Antemeridiem- Self 22. 
 Thegeneral Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Paper 
| preſented from the HenourableCommitzee of Eſtates 

| of the Dateluly 28. 164. 


He General Aſſembly having confidered the Paper of 
"the 28, of July , delivered tothem from the Hogoura- 
ble Committee of Eſtates, Do finde tharthe firſt part: thee | 
reof concerning” the great Offers ag by che Parliameny 
: and Committee of Eſtates for the ſeounty of Religion, is 
no other bur what was fully anſwered in ourlaſt Paper of 
the 25. of Fuly , delivered to their Lord{hips , wherein 
| it was plainly demonſtrat by Theologicall reaſons (though 
their Lordsſhips are pleaſed ro call them Politick ) thar the 
; preſent Engagement is inconſiſtent with the ſafery andſecu- 
; rity of Religion. Next whereas it is affirmed in their Lord- 
; ſhips Paper,thatthe grounds and reaſons arethe ſame which 
: were fully anſwered before, we wiſh it had been inſtanced 
: wn and where they were anſwered , for we know no ſuch 
thing. . | | | 
Ather refleaionupon that former Paper of ours 1s thug 
, expreſſed . That the Generall Aſſembly hath proceeded to ſuch 
" | Declarationbefore they had in an F ccleſiaſtichwayfrom clear teſtimo- 
: nies out of the word of God 6r- convencing of our conſciences , demon- 
* | frateehe unlawſulneſſe of thi undertaking : Where we can ſee 
no reaſon why it ſboyld ſeetm ſo very ttxange to the Honou» 


*; 


 rable Committee that the General, Alembly hath ſo pro4 
» | ceededroa Declaration of their judgementcencerning this 
*F | buſinefſe, For asithath been no unuſuall chiug , bur very 
© | ordinarythat approved Synods, both Provinciall > Nati@» 
| nall > and Oecumeniall have declared their judgemene- 
1 | without publiſhing the particular grounds & reaſons thereot 
from Scripture (a work more proper for full Traftates then 
for Synodicall Decrees or Cannons. ) So if their Lordſhips 
had been pleaſed to atrend ( for many attended nor) the 
late Parliament Sermons mainly intended for their Lord- 
(> | ſhips information , and had with mindes unprejudiced, 
7 7 $ Oo Cc hearkened 


hs x" 22h 
bet” x &* 2x37 AY 
g Sf % phe 4 


402 | TheGenerall | 


hearkened thereunto » and ſearched in toall the Papers 12s 
_ edly publiſhed in Print by the Commiſſion of the lz{t Aﬀem- 
bly ', they might have been by the blefling of God convin- 
ced fromthe Ward of God of the unlawfulneſle of the pre= 
ſent Engapement. GC "HI 

| There are three things which may juſtly ſeem ro vs more 
ſtrange: One is, Thar the Declaration of Parliament h-ving 
given aſſurance in this manner , We arereſolved not toingage i 
any War before the neceſſity \and lawfulneſie thereof be clearea ,- ſo as 
— all who are wel. effef may be ſatisfied therewith , yet now they 

have ingaged in Wax withour any ſuch clearing of the necef- 
'. fity and lawfulnefle thereof, or ſatisfaRion given te the 

wel 2ffefted. - * w | 

' Anotheris, thatalthough there are ſo great profeſſions 
and offers in the generall to ſatisfie-what can be defired for 
the ſecurity of Religion , yet none of thoſe particulars de- 
fired by the late Commiſſion of the Kirk for the ſecurity of 
Religion have been granted. Weſhall here onely give in- 


ſtance in one of thoſe defires ; which was , thathis Maje- | 


ſties conceſlions and offers concerning Religion , ſent home 
from the Iſle of Wight, having been found by the ſaid 
Commiſſion unſarisfactory and deſtrutive toxheCovenait, 
1nghr be.by.the Parliament declared unſatisfactory to their 
Lordſhips: | | | 

In this greatpvint- there hath been no ſarisfaQtion given , 
onely it was lightly rouched in one clauſe of the Parliaments 


Declaratton, andſo ambiguoufly expreſſed , as might ſuffet | 


many interpreraphon 
clearly laid open”'by: 


Aſſembly in their Repreſenration;yerto this day there hath 
been nothing publiſhed neither by theParliament nor Com® 
mittee of EftatesYo giveany clearer ſatisfattien,by diſclaim- 
. 1ng thoſe offers and conceffions as unſarisfafory to the Par= 
liament : So that this (if there were no more) gives Us 
great Cauſe to apprehend rhar there is agreater myſterylatent 
1n that buſineſſe they yet appeareth. oy, 

A third thing which ſeemeth ſtrange to usis , Thar their 
Lordſhips defire of arguments from Scripture toprove the 


+. and although, this ambiguity- was 
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e Commitſfioners of the laſt Generall 
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unlawfulneſſe of this Engagement was not propounded - | 
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theCommiſſioners of the aſt Aﬀergplyyþefore the emitting of 
| the Declaration of Parliament, and before the Levies(when 
it had been moſt orderly & ſeaſonable) but 15 now propoun+ 
ded after publick refolutions and Declararions,. yea not till 
thoſe refolutions are pur 1 aQtuall execution 
However ſeeing their Lordſhips do now defire proofs 
from Scripture for the unlawfulneſfle of the Engagement. 
We anſwer , Thatas joyning and concuryng 1n this En« 
gagement is unlawfull co all the wel-affetedin this King= 
; * dom, their conſciences being altogether unſatisfied in the / - 
lawfulnefle thereof; and as it isunlawfull in the manner of 
puttting itin execution , being accompanied with ſo many” 
injuries, -oppreſſions.,.gnd crying abominationsJyzand with 
ſo much perſecurion of piety 3. ſoit is unlawfullin the owre 
nature of it, and as itis {tated upon the grounds of the De- 
clarations of Pariiament» and Committee of Eſtates, And 
| this unlawfulnefſe ofthe Engagement init ſelf, we, have 
 demonſtrare inthe Declaration herewith communicate to 
their, Lordſhips ; unto which we remit them for ſarisfaRiorx 
in thar point , anddo pot doubt but their Lordſhips may be 
convinced thereby of the evill of their way , and rhat irzs (cy 
far from being a pious and neceſſary Engagement ( as their” 
Lordſhips are pleaſed ro call it) thatit isa moſt unlawfull and 
ſinfull Engagement to be repented of ,- and forſaken þy all 
that have any hand init, asthey defire ro make their peace 
+ | vith God, Andwe heartily wiſh rhar ther Lordſhips ſub - 
$: ſequent proceedings may be reall reſtimonies , zhat their 
11 {| calling for Scripture proofs was from a reall defirexo be ins , 
h | formedand edified, Ss WS | 
As to their Lordſhigs ogher deſire of our demonſtrating; 


x from the Ward of God , that the Kirk bath intereſt in the” 
re | pndertakings and' Engagements in*War ,, and what thar 
ns || Intereſt is , We had thought this point tobe without conrrq= 
ne || -Yerfie in this Kingdom , not onelyin reſpect of Kirkand ; 
| State, their joyning and 00-operating (each in their proper 
ie. | Ipere ) in the former Expeditions of this Kingdom into .. + . 
he | Enzland, but alſo becauſe the.very Conferences which 
ro. | Pave been berween Committees of Kirk and State concern- 
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Ing this underrakingand Engagement , dothplainly ſuppoſe 
an intereſt of the Kirkinduch affairs. 

If their Lofdſhipsmean ary politick intereſt 1n ſuch un- 
dertakings, we claim-no ſuchthing , if the meaning be ofa 
Spirituall intereſt and ſo far as concernet#the point of Con= 
ſcience, there caki be no doubt thereof made by ſuetras do 
with David make the reftimonies of rhe Lord their Counſel- 
lers,' Pſalm 119; 24. And conſult with God as he uſ2d to do. 
In undercaking War: lt is alſo to be remembred that Zoshua 
and ail the Congregation of Iſrael were commanded to go out 
andin at the word of Eliazer the Prieſt, who was to as ke coune 
cell ofthe Lord for them , Numb, ,27. 23- Hath not the 
Word of Godpreſcribedtothe Chriſtian Magiſtrate the Ru= 
les of a lawfull War, And doth it ner*belong to particular 
Miniſters, much moreto the Aſſemblies of the Kirk, to'' 
declarethemiride of God from Scripture, for all ſorts of du- 
ties, and againſt all ſorts of fins. And ifche preſ-nt War be 
a Caſe of conſcience and allecged tro be the moit firand ne- 
ceflary means for preſervation of Religion, who ſeeth not 
thatthe Kirk hath an undoubted intereſt in reſolving and 
determiniog ſuch a caſe ofConſcience from rhe word ofGod. 
Fhiswe ſhallonely adde, that. whereas in the Parliaments 
Letter to the Presbyteries there inſtances were adduced by 
way of refle&ion upon the proceedings of the late Commis« 
fon , as medling with Civill matters in which they had no 
Intereſt, The Commiſion diiirtheir Printed Vindication 
ſo clear from -Scriprurall grounds their” Intereft in ſuch * 
thirigs astheir Lordſhips might have betn eafily fatisfied in 
that point.?* We ſhall here onely menrion one palage CON= 
raining a good and ſafe rule for ſuch Caſes , The Duties of 

\ theſecond Table, as well as of the firſt, as namely, The 
Duties berween Kivg and Subject. Parents and Children » 
Husbands and- Wives Maſters and Servants, and the like 
being containedin, and to be taughr and cleared from the 
Word of God, are in that reſpe&, and ſo faras concerneth 

- + thepointof Conſcience, a ſubjeCt of Miniſteriall Doctrine, 
 andindifficulr caſesa ſubje& of cognizance and Judgement, | 
tothe Aſſembliesof the Kirk, | 
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Eodem die Poſtmeridiem , Sell, 23- 


ADeclaration and Exhortation of the Gene- 


rall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland 5 to their 
Brethren of England. 


f Yochaing neceſſity of preſerving a right underſtanding and 
. mutuall confidence berwixt the Churches of Chriſt in 


' bath Kingdoms conſtrain as, ſo the good acceptance and 


the ſuitable affeions that the Declaration of the laſt Gene- 
rall Adſembly met with in England fram the Lovers of the 
Covenantand preſent Reforination , together with the ma= 
ny Teſtimonies char have of late beengiven anto the Truth in 
thar Land, invites and incou ges us ro wake known unto 
our Brethren there, our ({enfe'ok the preſent condition of 
publick affairs » ſo far as concerns Religzon and the point of 
Conſcience, | 
The difpenſation of God in ruling of the Nations , and in 
the reyolurions of his Providence towards them , 1s full of 
wonderin'all the earth; And we, wholivein this Iſland , 
have cauſe to look upon it with ſpeciall obſervation , in re- 
gard of that which concerns our ſelves. For many genera- 
tions theſe two Kingdoms ſtood at odds and were the inſtru « 
ments of many ſufferings and calamiries one to anather, un« 
t1ll at laſt the Lord having compaſſion upon both, did unire 
them.under one King ; which grear and long defired Bles- 
ſing hath received ſuch increaſe from our being united roge= 
ther in one Leaguz and Covenant as dath adde much to the 
ood and happineſſe 6f both Nations: Therefore is it ro be 


looked upon by all the Lovers of Truth and Peace in theſe 


Landsas a juſt ground of much thanksgiving & many praiſes 

unto. GOD, even in the day of our greateſt calamity 

and affi:tton what ever befall, as we know no cauſe why 

we ſhould forget ſoa great a meicy or repent of ſo good a” 
work, | | 

Bur as the common Enemies of theſe Kidgdoms ftudied 
by all means to keep them from entring into that Covenanr;, 
iq hath all their power and Policy, now , for five years paſt, 
| | Cc 3 been 
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Þcenimployedto bring irtto nought. As ſaonas ithad being 
$be Popiſh ,, Prelaticall and Malignant Party did bend all 
/Fhear forces againſt ir; and when by the- mighty band of 
GOP they were ſcattered and brought ro; confuſion , in 
Their ſtead ſtood upin Englanda generation who have perver- 


ecd the Truth, and by turning afide into Errour have obſtru= 


Eted the work of Reformation ; and by forſaking of the 


Covenant, and forgetting of the Oath of GOD , have 


brought a great reproach upon his Name, and made the 
Enemy to blaſpheme; whoſe unthankfulneſſe and unſtedfaſt- 
ncſſe, with the many provocarions of the Lands, hath pro+ 
voked the Lord again to raiſe our of the duſt the horn of 
Malignants , and to armthem with ſuch power agsis terrible 
ro his People , and threatenes his Work wirhruine. And 
albeit , we acknowledge our ſelves bound and are ſtill reſol- 
to preſerve and defend tis Majefties Perſon and Authority 
in the preſervation and defence of the true Religion and Li« 
berties of the Kingdoms : Yer iris unto us matrer of very 


great ſorrow and grief that ſo many in our Land ſhould ſa 


farjoyn in Malignant Defignes , and that there ſhould be 
found amongſt us who have undertaken and are now putting 
in execution an unlawfull War promoving their ends and 
oppoling and making void (fo far as in them lies) the Ends 
pf the Covenant; *Nevertheleſſe in this we cannor but re- 
Joyce that they went not withouta Witneſſe and a Warning 
GiiTwading themrogo. | 


And wedefire our Brethren of England to know, that asa 
very confiderable number of rhe Members of the Parl1a- 


ment did diflenr from and proteſt againſt the proceedingsof 


the major partin' reference to this Engagemeut, ſo all the 
particular Synods and Presbyteries in this Kingdom, exe 
cepting ſome few , who by reaſon of their remoreneſle and 
'..ortenefſe of time had not the opportunity, haye molt 
harmoniouſly joyned with and ſeconde\ the Deſires of che 


Commiſlioners of- the Geueral Aſſembly ſor preventing ſo EE 
unlawful a War : And now the Commiſſianers out of all * * 
- the Provinces conveened in this National Afembly , as +. 


afcer an exatt examinarion they have unanimouſly approved 


the proceedings ofthe Commiſſioners of the former Am: 7 
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bly againſt that Engagement; ſo have they emitted a De- 
. claration co all the People of GO-D inthis Land. ſhewing 
it to be contrary to GODS Word andrto the ſolemn Leagu2 
and Covenant - Neither - have Miniſters 'onely by their 
preaching, and Kirk Iudicatories by rhetr Petitions: and 
Declarations given teſtighony againſt ir ; bur many others 
11 this Land alſo by ſupplicarion the High and Honourable 
Court of Parliament for farisfation to their Conſcience 
. thereanent: Aad when ir conld nor be obtained man 
' | have choſen rather to ſuffer the (poilipg:af their goods wi 
joy, then ro ſin againſt GOD by complying with an e- 
vil courſe. And many of the Officers. of our former 
Army , who are of ſpecial note for rhgir good carriage and 
deſerving in the Cauſe of GOD, haverather chooſed ro 
 quir their charges then ro joyn in it : Nay, the well- 
affected , both Miniſters and People , as they to bear reſti« 
mony . againſt it before 'men, ſo groan under it before 
GOD. Sothat this character may juitly be put upon it by 
all who ſhall ſpeak of it now or in afcer Ages » Thar as it is 
afou] breach of the Covenant under a pretence and profes» 
ſion of being for the ends of the Covenant. ſobeing cars 
ried on againſt the Conſciences of the people; and contrary 
to the moſt harmonious and univerſal Teſtimonies of many 
Presbyteries and Synods thar have beengiven againftirt, 1t1s 
a finning wich many witneſſes: A paralel will hardly be 
found 1n this or in any other Land wherein a publick finful 
courſe hath been carried on with ſohigh a hand againftthe + 
Conſciences of the People of GOD, and againſt ſo many 
Warnings of the Servants of GOD, and general oppoſ 
tion from the Judicarories of the Kirk; which yer 1s the 
| jeſs ro be wondred at , becauſe the greateſt part of thoſe 
who have been moſt attive in comriving and carrying on of 
the ſame , were either.once open Enemies , 'or alwayes 
| fecretunderminers, or indifferent and neutral inthe Cauſe 
But whatſoever be the falling away.of ſuch , w2 ſhall de- 
| fire and+do expe rhatour Brechren in England, who cons 
toue faithful » may 'reft confident of the generality of all 
ſuch of this Kingdom as were ar firſt ative' 1a promoting 
Cc 4 FL_ 
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the Covenantang Work of Reformation , that they arealſo. 
ſ111 faichful in atheriog thereunto , and walking after their 
former principles do-refolve to abide ſtedfaſt and ro hold 
faſt the bands of Brotherhood and union berween theſe. 
Kingdoms : Neither are we leffe confident of the like Re- 
ſolutions and AﬀeCtions of our Btethren in England: The 
many Teſtimonies which the Truth ' and Cauſe of 
CHRIST, the Covenant and Presbyterial Government 
have lately received from that cloud of Witneſſes of the 
Miniſtery in ſeveral Provinces and Countries of that King- 
dom, after the example of the worthy Miniſtery of the 
City of London , againſt the Errours of Independency , Ants 
baptiſm, Antinomianiſm , Arminianiſm , Socmianiſm , Fami- 
niſm , Libertmiſm , Scepiiſm, Eraſtianiſm » and other new 
and dangerous Dofctrines ſpred and received amongſt many 
in that Nation; As they are unto us matter of great praiſe 
and hearty thanksgiving unto GOD, ſoalſoan evidence 
of the ſtedfaſtneſs of many in England, and a token for goods 
and a wide door ofhope thar the Lord will perfett his Work 
and bring forth the headſtone of his.Houſe in that Land, 
Itſhall be the wiſdom of each Nation ro keep the golden 
parth. of rruthand righteousnefſe berwix: the crooked 
wayes of Malignants upon the one hand and SeCteries upon 
the other, and for each of the Nations ſo ro look upon anos 
ther, asto diſtinguiſh betwixr tne prevalent part and-rhe 
better part , and betwixt friends and foes. 
We conceive it to be high time for both Nations to ſearch 
. and try rheir ways and turn again re the- LORD, that he who 
hath wounded us may heal us , and he who hath broken us 
may binde us up. The fin of both hath been the ceparny 
from the rule of the Covenant , and thar we did not tru 
' Gad for the prefefting of his Work , walking by the rule 
of picty, but rook our ſelves to humane polices, and endeas 
youred to catry it on by carnal and worldly means. For 
as Scotland did to much connive at and comply with Malig- 
nants, which is the immediare and neereſt cauſe of all our 
preſent troubles and diftractions ; 1d England neglecting to 
hold faſtthe truth and ro ſubmit thetaſe}ves ro the Govern- 
ment of Jeſus Chyiſt , ſa clearly held forth by che om. a 
|; | Learnee 
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learned Aſſembly of Divines , did connive at many abg= 


| minable Blaſphemiesand Errors , and complying with Se- 


Gries ».gave way to their wicked Toleration1 Netther 1S1t 


| theleaſt part of the fin of both Lands; that they have more + 


minded the outward then the inward Reformarioirr, the e- 
reting of the ourward Fabrick of GODS Houſe, chen 
the providing furniture ſor it by advancing the power of the _ 
Goſpel, that his glory may be ſeen in his Vemple. Becauſe 
of theſe things is there great wrath fromthe LORD a- 
gainſt theſe Kingdoms , and thus controverfie ſhall be conti- 
nued until we really turn away from our crooked paths © 
Therefore as we wiſh thar none of rhis Land may flatter 


_ themſelves in their eyil wayes, but repent and amend, ſo ' 


we defire ourBrethren of England to conſider what hath been 
the bitter fruits of their ſlow progreſſein and negle@ ofthe 
Work of Reformarion, and of their connivance at and com- 
plying with Series, and to do no moreſo, bur that what= 


| Aoever is'commanded by the God of Heayen, it be diligently 


dont for the Houſe of the God of Heaven. | 

| We rruft that rhe Parliament. of Eng/and will be wiſe to 
remember and conſider rhe great mercies of GOD towards 
thenuin delivering them from all their Enemi es, & the many 
opportunities put taro thetr hands for advancing and eſtab- 
liſhing rne work of Reformation 3 for negle&t whereof 
God hath now agun threatned tolifrup their Enemiesabovye 
them , that he may once more prove what they will do for 
his Name , and for ſferling the order of his Houſe. - God 
forbid that they ſhould run from one extream to another , 
from compliance with SeCtaries ro compliance with Malig- 
nants, and hearken toterms of an unſafe and finful Peace , 
We cannor but abhor rhe purpoles of any who minde the 


; ſubverſion of Monatchical Government, which we heartily 


wiſh to be preſerved and continued in his Majeities'Perſon , 
and Poſterity; and we do no lefſe diſlike the Pradtiſes of 
thoſe who deal ſo hardly with his Majeſties Perſon, earneſt! 


deſiring thar he were in the condition he was into þy the ad- 


vice of both Kingdoms before he was taken away by a party * 

of Sir Thomas Fairfax Army 3 Nor are we againſt the reſtor- 

10g of the King, tothe exerciſe of his power ia arightorder 
Cc5 ' and 
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and way, Yet confidering what great expence of blood 
and pains theſeKingdoms have been at for maintaining cheir 


Jaſt liberties and brinzing the Work of Reformation this 
tengrthz And confidering his Majeſties great averſneſſe from 
fertling Reformation of Religion , and his adhering ſtill ro 


Epifcopacy 3 We truſt that ſecurity will bz demanded and. 
had irom his Majeſty for Religion , before he be brought 


ro one of his Houſes in or neer about London; with honour, 
freedom and ſafety. And confidering of whar importance 
the io!emne Leagueand Covenant 1s unto all the intereſts of 
both Kingdoms concerning their Religion ; Liberties and 
Peace, to make an agreement without eſtabliſhing af ir , 
were not only to rob theſe Nations of the bleſſings they have 
already attained by it, but ro open adoor to let in all rhe cor 
ruprions thar have been formerly in theKirks of God in theſe 
Jands,& all the abuſes and uſurpations that have beenin the 


Civil government, Kagain codivide theſe twoKingdoms that. 
are now ſo happily united and conjoynzd: & therefore as we .. 


with that all mis-underſtanding betwixt the Nations: &be= 
ewixt the King & People may be removed, thatthere may be 
a happy & laſting Peace, ſothar there may be no agreemenr 
without eſtabliſhing and enjoyning the Covenant in all theſe 
three Kingdoms ; and that for this end God would give 
wiſdom to all thar are intruſted in the managing of publick 
fairs that they may ſeaſonably diſcover and carefully avoid 
all ſnares which 'may be laid either by SeCtaries, or Malig- 
nants , orboth, under colour of Treaty of Peace, And 


we are confident, through the Lord, tharall the obftru-. 


Etionsand oppolitions » by which his work has been retard- 
ed and interrupted in-this Iſland , ſhall nor onely be taken 
out of the way » but ſhall turn to rhe advantage and further- 
ance of itatlaſt, The onely wiſe God can and will bring 
about his holy purpoſes by unlikely, yea by contrary me- 
- ans : And Gad forbid that eirher our Brethren in England 
or our ſelves ſhould give way to deſpondency of Spirit, and 
Caſt away the hopes of rhat ſo much prayed for and ſo much 
wiſhed for Reformation of Religion , and Uniformity in 
all the parts thereof according ro the Covenant : And now 
Zr is our hearts defire and prayer to God , thar amidft the 


many . 
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many tryals and tentarions of theſe rimes, none of the Ser- 
vants of God and witnefles of jeſus Chriſt may be deſerted, 
or lf: torhemſelves to comply either with the Malignanr 
party upon the one hand , or with Sectariesupon the other 
Brethren pray ſor us, andthe God of all grace, who harh 
called us unto his erernal glory , afcer that ye bave ſuffered 2 
while , makeyou perfe&, ftabliſh ſtrengthen and ſettle you. 


| Avguſt, 2. 1648. Antemer idiem , Self. 26 


Anſwer to the Letter of #he Reverend Aſfems, 
bly of Dzvznes in England. | ww 


Right Honeurable , Right Reverend and Wel hetoved in 
our LOXKD, | | 

WE ceaſe not to give thanks to the Father of eur Lord 

Jeſus, by whole ſtrength you keep the Word of his pa» 
tience. now in theſe times, when many depart from the Faith, 
giving heed to ſeducing Spirits ; As alſo, that he who hath 
founded Jon , hath been pleaſed , by our Covenant ſworn 
tothe moſt high God, to lay rhe hopefull foundation of a 
glorious Work in theſe three Kingdoms , to unite (his Pe- 
ople therein , as one ſtick inthe hand of the L ORD: 

We cannot bur acknuwledge to the Honour and Slory of 
the Lord, Wonderfull in counſell and excellent in working; 
thar hee harh ſtrongly united the ſpirits of all the godly in 
this Kingdom, and of his Servantsin the Miniſtery , firſt in 
the ſeverall Presbyteries and Synods, and now in this Natt- 
onall Aſſembly , inan unanimous and conſtant adhering to 
our firſt Principles and the Solemn League and Covenant, 
And particularly in giving a teſtimony againſt the preſent 
_ urlawfull Engagement in War : Yerit ſemeth good to the 
LORD who hath his Fire in Xzon and Furnacein Feruſalem , 
for the purging of the veſſels of his houſe to ſuffer many ad- 
yerſaries to ariſe with violence ro obſtru& and ſtop this great 
and effeCtuall door , which the Lord hath opened unto us. 
But we know that he openeth , and no man ſhurteth, and 
fhurteth , and no man opencth : yea, he will cauſe o_ 

wao 
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who ſay they are for the Covenant and are not, - but are Enes 
mes thereto , and do aflociate with Malignants or SeQartes, 
toacknowledge that God hath loved us, and thar his truth 
is1 us and with us. And now dearly beloved , ſeeing the 
Lord hath kept you together ſo many years, when the barte! 
of the Warriour hath been with confuſed noiſe , and garm- 
ents rolled inblood , the Lord allo fitting as a refiner ro pu« 
rifie the Sons of Levi, and bleſſing you with unity and ſound- 
neſſein the Faith, we are ane you will nor ceaſ(eto 
givea publick teſtimony for Chrift , both againſt SeRaries 
and all Seducers, who prophecie lies in the name of the 
LORD, and againſt Mslignants and Incendiaries ( the 
Prelaricall and Popilh Faction ) who 'now again beſtir them- 
ſelves ro hold up the rotcen and tortering throne of Anti- 
chriſt, andare (whatever they pretended) the reall ene- 
mites of Reformation :: As alſa, thata s the Embaſſadors of 
Jefus Chriſt andihis Watehmen, you will give ſeaſonable war- 
ning 10 the Honourable Houſes of Parliament , that now 
( afcer,the loſſe of the opportunity of ſo many years ) they 
would , in theirplaces, repair the Houſes of rhe LORD, 
that lyeth ſo long deſolate, and promove the work of Re- 
formation and Uniformiry according to the Govenant. _ 
Forifthe Honourable Houſes of Parliament had timely 
made uſe of that power , which God hath pur in their bands 
for ſnppreſling of SeCctaries, and had takea a ſpeedy courſe 
for ſerling of Presbyterial| Government, ( a ſpeciall andet: 
fectuall means appointed by God to purge his Church from 
all ſcandals in Doctrine and Practiſe ) Yhen had not the in- 
ſolencie of tharparrty arriſen to ſuch a height, as to give oc- 
caſion tothe Maligznants of both Kingdoms to juſtific and 
blefle themſelves 1n their old appoſition to the work of Re- 
formation , and to encourage one anoather, tonew and more 
dangerous attempts; Neither had the Malignant party ever 
grown ſo itrong 1n this Kingdom, if the .SeCtaries had not 
been connived at in ENGLAND ; For theirprime 
| prerence ( for theirpreſent riſing in Armes) is, that they 
may ſuppreſs rhe SeCtaries, and vindicate the King from 
_thar baſe condition, unto which he is braught by that party: 
Yet theſe do not wiſely, nor well , who avoiding or op- 
| poſing 
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| pobng Sectariſme, ſplir themſelves upon the rock of Malig- 


nancy , and by taking thac party by the hand now , do own 
all the cruelty ,bloodſhed and other ungodly and unjuſt Ads, 
which they have done fince the beginning of this Reformati= 
on. Andas wetake thankfully your teſtimony of your ſtei= 
ring ſo ſteady & even a courſe between the dangerous rocks 
of Prophanefſe and Malignancy on the one haud , and of 
Errours, Schiſme, Hereſie and Plaſpheme on the other hand; 
v9 wetruſt ye will not ceaſe to pive teſtimony againſt both 
theſe evils, and repeſent the ſame ro the Honourable Houſes 
of Parliament, as you ſhall have fit occafion 3 And that you 
will gravely warne your: difſenting Brethren what a door 
they keep open for Errors and Herefies, by their tenet of 
Independency ; Whereby they leave no means of Authori- 
tative Ecclefirſtick Suppreſſion of Errours ; If an Independene 
Congregrtion willpleaſe ro own them. We alſo are confi= 
dent that you will be remembrancers to that famous City 
of London, and the whole Kingdom , of their Engagement 
to the LORD, injthe ſolemn League and Covenant 
Nor will we ſuffer our ſelves to betjeverhatthe wel-affeted 
icthe Houſes of Parliament , In the City of Landon, and 
throughout that whole Kingdom will agree or harken to the 
motions of any ſuch Treaty of Peace,/2sleaves out the beſt 
ſecurity for Religion, the Cauſe of G O D, and the ſo- 
lemn Leagueand Coveuant. Thus deſiring rhe continuance 
of yOur Prayers to God forus, in this hour of temptation 3; 
and promiſing ( through hisgrace and ſtrength) ro continue 
in prayers for you, We commit you to the infinite Wiſdom.” 
Powerz Goodneſle, and Faithfulneſle of our bleſsed God 
and Eather in Chriſt, in whom we are, 


2. Auguſt 1648. Your very loving and affetionate 
Brethren te ſerve you, 
DIRECT. 
Tothe Right Honourable, The Miniſtersand Elders 
And Right Reverend the conveened in the Gene= 
_ Afembly of Divines in rall Aſſembly of the Kirk 
Enpland now aſſembled of Scotland. 
at Weſtminſter, 75/4 


" Eodem 
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7% Eodem die Poſtmeridiem , Sell. XXV. 
The Humble Supplication of the Generall As. 


ſembly, To the Right Honourablethe Committee 
of Eſtates. 


MY poew the High and Honourable Court of Parliamenc 
and your Lordſhips were pleaſedto injoyn the ſub- 

ſcription of a Declaration and Band of the date June 10. 

1648. And we having found after ſuch examination andyry- 

al,as 1s competentto the Servants of God in an Eccleftaſtick 

way., that the ſame is a ſnare to the Conſciences of the Peo- 
 pleof GOD inthis Landto involve themin guiltinefſe, 
and to draw them from their former principles and Vows in 
the ſolemn League and Covenant, as doth more fully appear 
in our Ac concerning the. ſame herewith preſented unto 
your Lordſhips. Therefore from our zeal to the glory of 

GOD and tender care of the ſouls committed unto us,and 

For our exonoration , As wedo ſerioufly exhort rhat your 

Lordſhips wonld be ſenſible of rhe guilt that you have al- 

ready brought upon your ſelves aud others, by injoyning 

and urging that ſubſcription; So wedocarneſtly and mn the 
bowels of Jeſus Chriſt intreat , That your Lordſhips would 
take ſuch order and courſe as riat ir may be no further 
for upoh the people of G O D throughout the 
and. . | 
- And becauſe the -people groan under the violence and 
- oppreſſhon of Officers and Souldiers in their Quarteritigs of 
otherwiſe throughourzall the corners of theCountrey(which 
as it hath aſcended into the ears ofthe Lord of Hoſts+ ſo we 
doubt nor bur it is come ro your knowledge ) We conceive 
1t to be incumbent to us to repreſent the ſame to your Lord- 
: ſhips » beſeeching and obreſting you rhar as you would not 

delire that the Lord ſhould viſit becauſc'of” theſe things z;, 

4 you would think upon an effeuall remedy for puniſhing (| 
and redrefſing what is paſt , and preventing the kein time. } 
Commge. Ep”. Z 

: And 


* 
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And whereas by an Ad and inhibirion of your Lordſhips 

The Liberty of Printing being one of the Kitks Priviledges 

_ confirmed by Parliamenrtis reſtrained , Therefore we 1n= 

fa | treat that the inhjhition upon the Printers may be raken off. 

And nowhaving condileended upon a Declaration ro all 

\ the Members of this Kirk concerning pteſent dangers &dn- 

ties, Wedoinall bumility offer the ſame to your Lordfhips 

| ( together with our Anſwer ro the Paper laſt ſentto us from 

© | your Lordſhips ) profefſing in the ſight of GOD (whote 

Servants weare) that we have walked herein according ts 

the rule of his Word , and have nothing before our eyesbur 

| Pis Glory, andthe wellofhis People ; And therefore in= 

trears your Lordships , that you would ſeriouſly ponder the 

the fame without prejudice, and as you defireto becom= 

forted in the day of your accompts', to make r5ghr uſe of the 
_,ighr that is holden forth therein from Gods Words 


- 7 —_ 
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- | AF for cenſuring Miniſters far their ſilentes 
Z and not ſpeaking to the corruptions of the time. 
| HE Genetall Aſſembly , taking to their ſerious conk= 
- '& deration , the great ſcandals which have Jately encrea- 
E ſed, partly through ſome Miniſters their reſerving and nor 
+ | delcaring of themſelves againſt the prevalent fins. of the 
d times, partly rhrough the ſpite , Malignity , andinfolency 
Y of others againſt ſuch Miniſters as have faithfully and freely 
reproved the Sins of the times without reſpect of perſons , 
'* | Do therefore for preventing and removing ſuch ſcandals ' 
rx hereafter , Appoint and Ordain , that ever Miniſter do by 
the word of Wiſdom apply his Doctrine faithfully againit 
4” I - the publick Sins and Corruprtions of theſe times , and pat= | 
v5 of ticularly againſt the Sins and Scandals in that Congregation 
Ss | whereinhe lives, according tothe Aﬀt of the Generall As- 


| ſembly 1556. revived by the Aﬀemblyat Glaſgow, 1638. 
Appointing that ſuch as $hall be found-not apPlyivg their: 
| _ Rm 
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Do@rineto co:ruptions, which is the Paſtorall gift , cold, Þ 
and wanting of Spirituall zeal , flatters and diflembling of 
publick fins, and eſpecially of great Perſonages in , Ao 
Congregarious , that all ſuch perſons be cenſured according 
to the degree of their taulrs and continuing therein be depri« 
ved; And according to the At of the Generall Aſſemlby 
1646. Seſſ. to. Thar befide all other ſcandals, filence, or 
ambiguous ſpeaking in the publike Cauſe much more detra« 
Qiug and disaffetted ſpeeches be ſeaſonably cenſured £ Ag 
therefore th? Errours and exorbitancies of SeCtaries in Eng- 
land are not to be paſſsd in ſilence , bnt plain warning to be 
given of the danger of ſo near a contagion , that people 
may beware of it, and ſuch as negle@ rhis duty to be Cen- 
ſared by their Presbyteries , So it is thoughr fit and Appoint- 
ted by the Aſſembly , conform to the forefaid Ats. That 
the main curreat of applications in Sermons may run along 
againſt the evils thar prevail at home, and namely againſt 
the contempt of the Word , againſt all profanefſe, againſt 
the preſent defedtion from the League and Covenant, againſt 
the unlawful Engagemertt in War,  agaiuit the unlawful 
Band 2nd Declaratton of the Date of the xo: of June ordain- 
ed to be ſubſcribed by all the -SubjeAs, and other unjuſt 
Decrees eſtabliſhed by Law , againſt the Plots and Practiſes F 
of Malignants, and againſt the Principles and Tenents of 
Erefizaniſm , which ſpread' among divers in this Kingdom; 
For the berter coufuration whereof, it is hereby Recome. 
mended ro the Miniſtery to ſtudy that point of controverſie 
well , that rhey may be the more able ro ſtop the mouths of 
oainſayers : Tis alſo hereby Recommended to the ſeveral 
Presbyteries and Provincial Synods , that they make ſpe 
cial enquiry and trial concerning all the Miniſtery in their 
bounds, Andif any be found too ſparing general , or ans 
biguous in the forefaid- applications and reproofs that they. 
be ſharply rebuked , dealt with, and warned te amend 
under the pain of ſuſpenſion from their Miniſtery 5; Andif 
after ſuch warning given they amend nor , that ſuch be ſuf- 
pended by Presbyreries , and in caſe of their negligence by / 
the Synods till the nexr General Aſſembly ; Bur if rhere be 


any, who do neglect and omit ſuch applications and re- 
oo : proofs, 


| 
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\ guilty of the 


yroes z and continue in ſuch negligence after admonition 
ad dealing with them , "they are 10 be cired, and after due 
triall of the offence to be depoſed, for being pleaſers of 
men rather then ſervants of Chriſt , for giving themſelves to 
adeteſtable indifferency or neurrality in theCauſe,ofGoad,8: 
for aro ery owe ſouls of people , yea for being highly 

lood of ſouisin not giving them warning : - 
Much more are ſuch Miniſtersro be cenſured with Depo- 


| tion from their Miniſtry who preach for the lawfulnes or 
pray for the ſucceſs of the preſent unlawfull Engagement , 


or thar go along with the Armv themſelves, or whoſub= 
ſcribe any Bands or take any Oaths not approved by the 
General Aſſembly or their Commiſſioners,or by their coun. 
ſel, countenance or approbation make themſelves acceflory 
tothe raking of ſuch Bands and Oaths by others: Ir is tobe - 
underſtood thatifany Miniſter preach in defence of or pray 
for the ſucceſſe ro the SeEtaries 1n E ngland., he is likewayes 
to be cenſured by depoſition. And this we adde as a gene- 


mall rule ro be obſerved on both hands, but not as if we ha 
Found any of the Miniſtery of rhis Kingdom to be favourers 


of the SeQtariesin Fneland: 
Andin caſe any Miniſter for his freedom in. preaching , 


' and faithfull diſcharge of his conſcience ſhall be in the face 


ofthe Congregation ' or elſewhere upbraided, railed ar , 


mocked, or threatened, or if any injury or violence be done 
to his perſon, or any ſtop and diſturbance made to himin + 
the exerciſe of his Miniſteriall calling, The Presbyterie of 
the bounds ſhall forthwith enter in proceſſe with the offen= 


| der,-and whoever he be Charge him to ſatisfie the Disci- 


pline of the Kirk by publick Repenrance, which if any do 
not, orrefuſe to do , That then the Presbyterie proceed 
tro Excommunication againſt him ; In ail which Presbyre- 


, riesand Synods are to give an account of their diligence : 


And the Afembly Appaints this Act to be intimate in the 
ſcyeral;Congregarions of thts Kirk. 


FEI 


* _”"—— 


Dd Auguſt 
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Overturesconcerning the education of theFHie« 
land Boys in the Province of Argyle. 


*His day the report following being made from the Com- 
IK mitree concerning the education of Hie - land Boys 1n 
Argyle , viz. 
The Committee conſidering theBillremitted by the Generall Aſs 
ſembly to us concerning the Hie - land Boys ( who are given up 
zo be fourty in number of good ſpirits and approven by the 
Province of A-gvle) Dohumbly think that four of them who 
are ready for the Colledge should be recommended to the Vniver 
faties 20 pet Burſes on mevery Colledge. As for the reſt of the 40. 
who are-to be brought up at Grammar Schools , The Commut « 
gee thinks that if the ſaid Foys 5/ ould be 'cattered through the 
Kingdom they should loſe the Irich Language : an« ſo the Aſ< 
ſembly hall fail of their purpufe to make them aſefull for the 
Hit'-lands: And therefore do humbly conceive that it were 
fitting that every Congregation pay yearly forurty Shilling Scots 
for maintaining the ſad Boys at Schools inG!:ifzow , or mm\ 
other places where many of them may be together accepted of ,/ 
and that the moneybe hrought in yearly to the General Aſſembly 
by the Commiſſioners of Prrsbyterzes » and that Presbyteres aup- 
ment or dimanish the ſaid proportion according-to the abilny of 
every Cangregation. *; 
The Aſſembly having confidered the foreſaid Report, | 
Approves the firſt Overture, And recommends Colm con 
bellro the Univerfity ot Aberdeen , Duncan Campbell to Edme 
burgh , Patrick, Campbell co Glaſpow , Lachary Maccullum to 
St. Leonards Colledge in St. Andrews: As alſo Approve the | p 
ſecond Overture , ſerioufly Recommending to Presbyte= 
ries, That the ſaid fonrty ſhillings be collected carefully and I 
ſent to Glaſgow , Andthe Miniſters of G/aſgow ſhall appoint | i 
ſome ſufficient man in that Town to receive the ſaid:Colle- | 
Mon from Presbyreries , And to take charge of the boorde | 
10g and entertainment of the ſaids Boys in Glaſgow ax Schoo- | 
les, and they ſhall ſend in the names of the Boys witha Cer» 
&cate of their profigiency yearly ro the Genorall Aﬀﬀeabip 4 
. "W-- \n 
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Ang this ColleQtion ſhall onely endure for the ſpace of 


twelve years. 


h—— 
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Explanation of the fifth Article of the Over* 
tures concerning Appeals paſt inthe A {= | 
. / £79 ly 9s 1 643. 


HE Generall Aſſembly for clearing the ſenſe of the 

fifth Article of the Overtures concerning Appeals in 
the Aſſembly , 1643. Seſi. 2: De Declare thar if Appella- 
tions, Poſt latam ſententiam be nor preſented to the Judicae 
tory when che ſentence is pronounced: The party ſhall then 
immediately after the-ſentence proteit for liberty of Ap- 
peal, as he ſhall ſee. cauſe 3 And accordingly within ten 
gdayes ſhall give in his Appealin writ under his hand, either 
rothe Judicatory or the Moderator thereof, otherwiſe the 
Appeal is not tode reſpected. 


—— 


Evodem die 1643 Antemeridiem, Sell. 30. 


Ad diſcharging depoſed or ſuſpended Mint 
ſters from any exerciſe of the CMiniftery, or 
medling with the ſtipend, 


— 


ro the ancient practiſe and order of this Kirk » the 
& Cenfire of Suſpenſion and Depoſition of Miniſters 


| Pte mem Afembly conſidering that according 


isþoth ab officio.and 2 beuoficio , as is alſo acknowledged by 
the 20. Act of the Parliament , 4mm 1644 And rhar the 
continuance of ſuſpended or depoſed Miniſters in the exer- 
ciſe of the Miniſtery or in the poſſeſlion of their ſtipend bath 
| been & oughrro beaccompted and cenſured as a great cone 
4 tempt of the Authority ad Cones 


of the Kirk, Conſi- 
d 2 dering 
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dering alſo thatthe continuance of depoſed Miniſters in the 
Poſlefiion of the ſtipend , is agrear prejudice and obſtuttion 
to the planting of the vaiking Kitk, and'to the ſervice of 
God there. 
ſoeyerafterthe ſentence of Depoſition pronounced againſt 
them , DNocither exerciſe any parr of < 

Iing in the places they formerly ſerved in ; or elſewhere, or 


benefics whatſoever belonging to theſe Kirks they ſerved 


' Andifany ſuſpended Miniſter during , his ſuſpenſion , ei- 
ther exerciſe any part of the Miniſteriall Calling, or intro- 
met With the Stipend , That he be Depoſed, Andafter de- 
poſition , continuing in either of theſe faults, T hat he be 
proceſſed with Excommunication; But prejudice always to 
them of their ſtipend reſting for by gone ſervice and of any 
recompence due for building or repatrag; of the Manſe ac- 
cording ro the ordinary prattiſe, And the Aſſembly recome 
Þ mends to Pregbyteries ſeriouſly to be carefull of the putting 
''s of this At in execution. | 


wee 
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Auguſt 7. 1648. Antemeridiem. Sefl. XXXI. 


The Aſemblies Declaration of the falshood 
and forgeric of a lying ſcandalous Pamphlet put forth 
under the name of their Reverend Brother Maſtr 
\Alexander Henderſon after bes death. 


6 ſk e Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk having ſeen a Prin® 
red Paper, Intituled , The Declaration of Mr. Alexander 
Henderſon principall Miniſter of the Ford of GOD az Edinburgh 
and Pac orgogant from the K irl,of Scotland #0 the Parliament 
and Synod of England made upsn his death-bed. And taking into 
their ierious conſideration how many grofſe liesand impu= 
dent calumniesare herein contained 3 Out of the tender re- 
ſpe&t which they do bear to his name (which ought robe 
wyery pecious to them and all poſtexicy , for lis hers 
ſe? : 2 Ss EIV1 


Therefore do declareand Ordainz That who» 
e Miniſteriall cal- 
do poſſeſſe, meddle, or intromer with the ſtipend or other - 


at, T hey ſhall be proceeded againſt with Excommunication; , 
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. larly in his lat diſconrſe to his Majeſtie ar his departing 
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fervice.in the grear Work of Reformationin theſe King- 
doms, wherein the Lord was pleaſed to make him eminent- 
lyinftrumenrall ) and leſt through the malice of ſome, and 
;1gnorance of others the ſaid Pamphlzc ſhould gain' belief 
among the weaker ſorr, They have'thoughr fir to make 
known and declare concerning the ſameas followeth, 

That after due ſearch and rryall they do finde that thejr 
worthy brother Maſter Alexandcr Henderſon did from the time 


\ ofhis coming from London to Newcaſtle till the laſt mament 


of his departure out of this life upon all occafions manifet . 
the conſtancy of his judgement touching theWork of Refore 
mation in theſe Kingdoms ; Namely, inall his diſcourſes 


and conferences with his Majeſty., and with his Brethren 


who were employed with him in the ſame Truſt ar Newcaſtle 
In his Lerters to the Commiſſioners at London, and particu 


from Newcaſtke , being very weak and greatly decayedin his 
Narturall ſtrength. When he was come from Newcaſtle by 
Sea to this Kingdom » he was in ſuch 2 weak worn and 


| failed condition, as it wasevident to all who ſaw him, rhae 


he was not able to frame any ſuch Declaration , for he was 
ſo ſpent that he died within eight dayes after his arrivall ; 
And all that he was able to ſpeak in that time did clearly 
ſhew his judgement of, and afteQion to the Work of Refor> 
mation and Cauſe of God to be every way the ſame then, 
that it was inthe beginning and progreſle thereof, as divers 


- Reverend Brethren who viſited bim have declared to this 


Aſſembly, and particularly two Brethren who conſtantly 
attended him from the time he came home till his breath 
expired, A further teſtimony may be brought from a ſhort 
Confeflion of Faith under his hand found amongſt his Pa= 
pers» which 1s expreſſed as his laft Words, wherein among 
obher mercies he deeJareth himſelf moſt of all obliged tothe 
grace and gooaneſie of God for callirg him to believe the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel , and jor exalting him to be a Preacher of hem to otthers , 
and to be a willing though weak inſtrument in this great and wonder 
ful: work of Reformation , which he earneſtly befeecheth the Lord to 
bring to a happy concluſion. Other reaſons may beadded from 
the levity of the ſhle and manifeſt abſurdities contained in 
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tharPaper. Upon conlideration of all which this Aſſembly 
doth condenin the..ſaid Pamphler as forged, icandalous, 
and falfe , And further Declare the author and contriver of 
the ſame void of charity anda good conſcience, and a grofle 
Jyar and calumniator led by the Spirit of the;acculſer of the 
Brethren, | | | 


___———_——_ 
ap} — 


AG. for taking the Covenant at the firſt re- 
 serving of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , & 
for the receiving of it alſo by all Students t 
| their firſt entry vo Colleages. 


f Pie E Generall Aﬀembly according to former recom- 

mendations, Doth Ordain that all young Students take 
ghe- Covenant attheir firſt entry ta Colledges 3 And that 

, hereafter all Perſons whatſoever take the Covenant at their 

| firſt receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper : Requi- 
Ting hereby Provinciall Aſſemblies, Presbyreries and Uni- 
veriitiesto be careful] that this Act be obſerved, and ace 
compt thereof taken in the viſitation of Uverfities and par» 
ecular Kirks , andin the tryall of Presbyrteries. 


C—— 
A— 


NE CO 


ee. 1 


Eodem die Poſtuweridiem, Sef. 32. 


AT \CONCErMIng «onda maintaining of 
Bursars. 


[ 


# Hawn Generall Afembly Underſtanding that the fre- 
. quent Recommmendation of preceding Aſſemblies for. 
maintaining Bnrſars, is by many Presbyteries neglected, 
De therefore Ordain Synods ro crave accomipt thereof from 
Presbyteries at every Provinciall meeting , Which with | 
the Presbyrteries anſwer , ſhall be pur upou record , That 
ſo the part both of Presbyreries and Synods and their nege 

i | Ds ligence 
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ligence or diligence in ſo pious a work may be known by the 
I the Provinciall: books to aach Generall Aſs 
Embily. 3 


—. 


mom —— 


Auguſt g. 164g. cAntemeridiem Seffz5, 


AF for dis-joyning the Presbyteries of Zete 
land, from the Provinciall Syned of 
' Orkney az Cathnes, 


_— Generall Aſſembly now 'after exact tryall, finding 
that the Presbytery of Zerland cannot meer with thePro- 
vinciall of Cathnes and Orknay to which it was adjoyned by an 
Attofthe Aﬀlembſy 1646. Seſl. 11. And thattheallowance 


—_— 


and diſpenſation granted in the preceding Afſembly for rhe 


halfe of their number to keep the meetings of the. ſaid Pro« 


vinciall cannot be obſerved tn reſpect of the great diftance 
of that Ifle by ſea fromthe land , and the dangerousneſs of 


. theſeas there , and of the pasſage through them , There- 


fore after hearing the parties interesſed and ſerious delibe- 
ration of the matter , The Asſembly dorh hereby Dis-joyn 
the Presbytery of Zetland from the Provinciall of Cathnes 
and O;knay , And declares for theſe reaſons, That the ſaid 
Presby:ery is to be hereafcerſubordinate immediately to the 
Generall As{embly» For which cauſe, their Commiſſioners 
are te be ſenr to each GenerallAsſemblyjthe more carefully» 
Anditis hereby recommended to them. thar they ſend to 
thenexr Asſembly a particular information of the quality 
and condition of all their Kirks according to the direftion 
of the a&t of the preceding Asſembly Ses\[. 27, Entity= 
led anadt for preſfling and furthering the planting of Kirks. 


RR —— — 
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| Aug. 10. 1648. Poſtmeridiem, Seſl. 38. 


Overtures for the Remedies of the grievous 


and common Sins of the Land in this 
preſent time. 


"HE Sine of the Land'and the Cauſes and occafions. thes 
reof being conſidered, The following Remedies of theſe 


Sins were propounded. 


Civil Remedies, 


For the preſent ,untill the Overtures prepared tobe preſentgd , 


80 the Parliament , It is to be Recommended to every Congrea 
gation to make uſe of they Af of the Parliament 1645, at 
Perth ; for having Magiftrates and ]uſtices in every Congre- 
gation , and of the $. Att of the ſaid Parliament againſt Swees 
ring , Drinking and mocking of Piety , and all other As 
' of Parliament for reſtraining or punishing of Vice ; particus 
larly for the bitter reſtraining of the ſin of Whoredom that each 
Magiſtrate in every Congregation exat and make compt to 
the Sesſ1on of fourty Pounds for each Fornicatour and Forni- 


eatrix , of an hundreth Merks jor each one of their relapſein 


Fornniation , of an hundreth Pounds for each Adulterer and 
«Adultereſs according to expreſs As of Parliament which s 
jo ve exaFted of theſe who may pay it , and the diſcretion of the 
Magiſlrate 5 to modifie it accocding to the ability or ingiility 
of each Delinquent, 


Domeſtick Remedies. 

1, Letcadrberaken of concionable receiving of Servams g 
that they have teflimonials of their honeſt behaviour": An 
let all ſuch asgive teſtimonials take heed that theſe to whom they 
give them , be free of ſcolding, ſwearing , lying and ſuch 
like more common fins, *as well as fornication, adultery, drun- 
keneſſe , and other groſſe and hainous evils; Let the ordinary 
#/me of piving Teftimontals be in face of Selfioft : And if an 
extraordinary exigent be; Let it be given by the Miniſter with 


eopſens | 
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conſent of the elder of the bounds , wherein the perſon cxaving 
the Teftimonial hath refided 3 If they have fallen or relapſed 
' in ſcaudalows ſms , let their Teſtimonial bear both their fall 
and Repentance . | | 5. 

2. Letcare be had that the Worſhip of God be praf;ſed , 
and Diſcipline exerciſed in Families , according to the Dire- 
Flory forFamily Worſhip in all things as was appointedjinGene- 
ral Aſſembly 1647. «ſpecially in the Miniſters conſtant Ca- 
gechizing of the Family , and in the performance of the Dug#es 
of the Sabbath by all he Members dhereof, 

3. Let Perſons tobe married, and who have Children to be 
baptized , who are very rude and ignorant , be ſtirred up and 
exhorted , as at all times , ſoeſpecrally at that time , to attain 
Jome meaſure of Chrijiian knowledge in the grounds of Relf= 
gion, that thy may give to the. Miniſter , before the Elder of 
the Bounds where they live, ſome accompt of their knowledge 
that ſo they may the better teach their family and train up their 
Children, AL 

4. Let every Family that hath any in it that can read, have 

| a Bible and a Pſalm=book , and make uſe of them ; and where 
nonecan read , let them be flirred up totraine up their chi/dren 
in reading, and uſe any other goad remedic the Miniſter and 
Seſſion can fall on, | 


General Eeclefiaſtick Remedies. 


T. Let the Remedies which were given at Perth 1648- 
and are mentioned in the General Aſſembly 1646. anent the 
Sins of Minifters be put in execution. | 

' 2, Let ſuſpenſion; from the Lords Sacramant be more cares 
fully executed | 

3, Let Perfons relapſein Adultery (or above) quadrilapſe 
in fornication ( or above ) or often gailty of other groſſerſcan« 
dals , be Excommunicat ſomewhat more ſummarly nor in 
an ordinary proceſſe (except there be more nor ordinary ſigues, 
and an eminent meaſure of Repentance made known to the 
Seſſion and Presbyterie) both for the bainouſneſs of the ſtusand 
continuance therein, and alſo for terrour to others 5 - And - 
theſe not to be relaxed from the ſentenee of Excommunication 
without evidence , end w—_— fignes of Repentance. | 
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4. Let unpartial proceeding be uſed againſt men of all au 
tity , for their ſcandalous walking , and in yon Arg 
. drunkeneſſe, ſwearing , and other ſcandalous ſins. And 
this to be tryed at the Viſnation of Kirk, 


Particular Ecclefiaſtick Remedies r, 
And I. againit Ignorance. 

T. Let Mtnifters Catechize-one day every week ( whereon 
alſo they may Baptize and Lefure or Preach) and let them 
preach every Lords Day both before and after noon , accord* 

ng to former Acts of General Aſſemblies, Let Presbyteries 
and Synods be very careful of this ; And les every Provincial 
Book,, contatn an 6xat accompi thereof. 

2. Let Miniſters examine all of every quality of whoſe 
knowledge they have no certain notice. 43 

3. Let young Perſons be Catethized by the Miniſter from 
#he time they are capable of inftrufion, and let them not be 
delayed till they be of age to Communicat. 

4. Let Perſons groſly tpnoront be deharred from the Com- 
munion ; for the firſt and ſecond time , let them be debarred , 
ſuppreſſing their names ; for the third time , expreſſing their 
rames; for the fourth time, bring them to publiek repentance 
all this)is to bs underſtood of thoſe that profit nothing , and 
Labours not for knowledge : ' But if #hey-be profiting in any 
\meaſure , or labouring in'thae they may profit , their cafe is 
very confiderable, they ought to have more forbearance, 


2+ Ecclefiaſtick Remedies agaiſt Prophanesſe. 
T. Let ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons be put off , and 
kept off Kirk Seſſions, | OE 
"2. Let every Elder have a certain bounds aſſi ned tohim 
that be may viſit the ſame every moneth at leaſt , and report to 
the Seſſion what ſcandals and abuſes are therein , or what 
perſons have entered without Teſtimonials. 
3. Let all ſcandalous Perſons be ſuſpended from the Lords 
Supper, 4 . 
= Let the Miniſter deal in private with them that ave proe 
Fiſting publick Repentance before the Elder of the bounds , thus 


#0 try the tvidence of their Repent ance, 
y f their Rep 6. La 
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& Let theſe who have fallen in Fornication make publick 


arofeſſion of Repentance three ſeveral Sabbaths , who # guilty 


of relapſe in Fornication fix Sabbaths, who is guilty of relapſe 
in Fornication » or hath once fallen in Adultery 26, Sabbaths, 
aud theſe ſins tobe confeſſed both in one habire , vize in Sack- 
cloth , Quadrilapſe in Fornication and relapſe in Adultery , 
three quarters of a Year , Inceſt or Murder a Year , or 52, 
Sabbaths, in cafe the Magiſtrate do not his duty in puniſhing 

uch erimes capzially; They that fall in Fornication or re- 


lapſes therein , are firſt toconjeſſe their Sin before the Seſſion, 


and thereafter before the Congregation ; They that are puilty 
of greater degrees of that Sin and of the other Sins mentioned in 
this Article , are to conſeſs their Sin beth before the $iſSton eo 
Presbyterie , and there to ſhew ſome ſignes of Repentance before 
they be brought to the Congregation, BE 

6. Some are to be rebuked at the time of Catechizing , who 
deſerve more nor 4 privase reproof, [and yet needs not to be 
brought 10 publick, Repentance, 

7. It will be a good remedie agamſt Sabbath=breaking by 
Carriers and Travellers , That the Minrfters where they dwell 
cauſe them to bring Teflimonials from the place where they 
reſted on theſe Lords dayes wherein they were fron: home, 

8. Let all Perſons who flit from one Paroch to another have 
ſufficient Teftimonials , This is to be extended to all Gentle= 
men and Perſons of quality and all their followers, whocome 
20 reſide with their, Families at Edinburgh,or elſwhere,and lee 
the Miniſter from whom they flit,advertiſe the Minifler to whom 
they flits if (to his knowledge) they be lymg under any ſcandal, © 

9. Let Mmiflers be frce with Perſons of quality for amend= 
ment of their faults , and (if need. ſhall be) let them take help! 
thereto of ſore of the Brethren of the Presbyterie. 

Io. Lee the Presbyteries take ſpecial notice of Minifters 
who do converſs frequently and familiarly with Malignants , 
and with ſcandalous and prophane Perſons , eſpeerally ſuch" as 
belongs to other Paxoches. | | 

IT. Let privie Cenſures of Presbyteries and Synods be per- 
Formed with more Accuracie , Diligence and Zeal. | 

I2. For better keeping of the Sabbath, Tet ever; Eldey take 
wottce of ſuch as are wuhin his bounds , how they keep the 
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TY. The Generall | 
Kirk, how the time » ſpent before , betwixt , and after thi 
fime of publick Worſhip. | | | 
- XZ- Letno Minifler reſort to any Excommunicate perſon 
e11bout licence from the Presbyterie niſi in extremis , and let 
Miniſters take ſpecial notice «Loa perſons as haunt with Exe 
communicants, and prociſſe them, 
Ig, Frequenſcorreſpondence betwixt Presbyteries 1s a good 
femed! E © . 
I5, At theviſtation of each Congregation , [:t the Seſſion 
Book the well viſited, and for that effe&, let it be delivered 
Fo two or three Brethren ſeven or eight dayes before the viſna- 
Hion , that their report of it may be in readineſſe againſt the 
Day of Viſitation. 
The Aſſembly allows of all rheſe Overtnres and Remedies 
of the Sins of the Land; And Ordiins all of them cobe care« 
» folly and conſcionably pur in practiſe. 


— 
— 4 nr» 


<_ 


$A for. examining the Paraphraſe of the 
Pſalms and other Scripturall Songs 

H EiGenerall Aſſembly Appoints Rouſe Paraphraſe 

; of the Pſalms, with the corrections thereof now given 

17 by the perſons appointed by the laſt Aſſembly for 

that purpoſe, fo be fentro Presbyteries, Thar-they may 

Carefully reviſe and examine the ſame, and thereafter ſend 

them with their correGtions to- the Commiſſion of this Ag» 

- ſJembly tobe appointed for publick affairs; Who are ro have . 

a Care tocauſere examine the Animadverſions of Presbyte- | 
Ts , and prepare a report ty the next Generall Asſembly 
Intimating hereby, That if Presbyteries be negligent hereof 
the next General Asſcmbly is to go on & take the (amePara« 
Phraſe to their confideration without more delay : And the 
Asſembly Recommends to Maſter John Adamſon and Mr. 

Thomas Crafurd to reviſe theLabours of Mr-Aachary Boyd upon 

the other Scriptarall Songs, and to prepare a report thereof 

To thelaid Commiſſion for publick affairs , Thar after yheir 

$4 © 6xamination 
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y be alſo reported to the nezy 
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Overtures concerning Papiſts , therr child 
ren , aud Excommunicate Perſons. | 


V 


HE Generall Afſembly conſidering the manifold incogs 
eniences that follow upon the ſending of the children . 


_ of Noblemen and others of quality'to Forraign Countries 


wherein Popery 15 profeſſed , eſpecially that thereby ſuch 
children are in perill to be corrupted with Popery» and fo 
corrupt theſe Families and Perſons to wbick they belong, 
whereby that wicked root of damnable Idolatry, Errourand * 
Herefie may again be vccafionzd to ſpring up and trouble 
many , and provoke the moſt High G O D to wrath, and 
to cauſe his Majeſtie leavethis Land to ſtrong deluſions re 


| believelies:;3 Therefore They Do in the name of GOD, 


Charge andRequire all the Presbyteries ofthis Kingdom ro 
obſerve and praftiſe the Rules and DireAtions which are 
made in former Generall Afemblies- for preventing of the 
faid fearfull inconveniences, and namely the Overtures a= 


eainſt Papiſts , non- Communicants , and Profaners of the 


Sebbath approven in the Generall Aſſembly held at St. Ane 
drews inthe year of God, 1642. and the Actanenrt children. 
ſent withovt the Kingdom made in the Generall Aﬀembly 
at Edinburgh . Ammo 1646. And that they uſe all diligence 
for putting 1n execution the Atts of Parliament and tecret 


Councell made againſt Papiſts & Excommunicare Perſons 5 


And that they regiſter rheir diligences thereanent iti therr 
Presbyterie Booke which are ſummarily to be recorded in 
the Synod Books from timeto time» That the Generall 
Asſembly may ſee how theſe laudable ARs are put in execu- 
tion, which here are preſented with ſome neceſſary addi- 
tlons 1n one view, | 

7. Thatevery Presbyterie give a 


= 


Lift of all Excommuz 
bouuds te the 


Commullioness 
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:Commiſſioners of the Generall Asſembly,and of all Papiſts; 
yea of them alſo who profesſe to haye renounced Popery,; 
bur yer have their children educated abroad, with the 
"Dames of theſe children thar are abroad , according to the 
fifth Overture of the Generall Asſembly. 
2+ Thatevery Presbyterie canveen at their firſt meeting | 
all known Papiſts within rthetr bounds, and ſuch as having || 
profes ſed to renonnce :Popery have their children abroad, | 
-and cauſe them finde ſufficient caution for bringing home 
within three moneths ſuch of rheir children as are without 
the Kingdom , to beeducared in Schools and Colledges at 
the Presbyteries fight if they be Minors ; and to be wrought 
upon by gracious conference, & other means of inſtrudtion 
ro be reclaimed from Popery if they be come to perfe& 
age 
in The Parents, Tutors or Frinds of Children and 
Minors ball, before they fend them without the Kingdom, | | 
firſt acquaint the Presbyrerie where they reſide, that they | 
may have their Teſtimoniall direfted to the Presbyterieor || ' 
Clasſe within the Kingdom or Dominion beyond Seas | | 
whither they intend to ſend their Children; And ar the zime 
of theſe Childrens return , that they report a Teſtimoniall 
fromthe Presbyterie orSynod where they lived without the 
Kingdom » tothe Presbyterie who gave thema Teſtiwonial | | 
at the goingaway  accordiag tothe Act anent Children ſene || 
without the Kingdom Ann 16,6. FT 
4+ That all Presbyreries give the names of ſuch Pzdagogs | * 
as were abroad with the children of Noblemen within there I 
bounds, and diligently enquire whether theſe Pxdagogs do 
continue ſtedfaſt in the true Religion , and continue in their 
ſervice , or whither theſe Pzdagogs do either become 
corruptin Religion,or { continuing conſtant) are removed 
\ from their charge and by whom they are removed, and that 
they ſignifie theſe things to the Generall Asſembly from 
time to time ortheir Commiſſioners , That they may repre- 
ſent the ſameto the High Court of Parliament, Lords of | | 
ſecret Counſell or Committe of Eſtates , for ſuch remedie , 
as ſha)] ſeem expedient to their Honours, for preventing of," ( 


| gnd purging the land from the plague of Idolatgie, 5 That | - 
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&. That ſuch Parents , Tutors or Friends as either ſend 


4way Chitdren to forraign parts infected with Idolarry with- 


out ſuch Teftimonialls as aforeſaid , or do not recall them 
who are rlready abroad within ſuch timeas is above prefixed, 
or do remove from them their Proteſtant Pzzdagogs (that 


| they may the more eafily be infected with Popery ) be pro- 


ceſled, and in caſe of not amending theſe things, be Exx 


Communicated. | 


6. That the namesof ſuch as are Excommunicated for 
theſe or any other cauſes, be fentin tothe Generall Aſſem= 
bly from year to year, that (from thence) their namesmay 
be norified in all the Kingdom, and that the Aﬀts of Parlia= 
ment and {ecret Counſel] may be put to execution againſt 
them » andall diligenceuſed for thar effect ; and thar by the 
eftectuall dealing of the Generall Afembly , with the Pare 
liament, Lords of ſecret Counſell , or Commuttee of Eſta= 
tes, their Lordſhips may Ena&t ſuch further, juſtand ſevere 
c1vill Puniſhment on ſuch Excommunicants for Terror te 
others , as ſhall be found neceſſary for purging this Cove= 
nanted Land from all Abominations, +» 

| Becauſe perſons addicted to Idolatry will uſe all means 
for their own hardening in theirSuperſtitious and Idolatrous 
way , even within the Countrey; Therefore all known 
Papilts,or perſons ſuſpeCt of Poperie upon probable grounds 
are to finde Caurion before their Pr:sbyteries, for their abs 
ſtinence from Maſfle , and from the Company of all Jeſuits, 
and Priefts according to the ſecond Overtureagainſt Papiſts, 
made Ammo 1642, Alſo Presbyteriesare ropresſe them to 
finde ſuch Caution 3 A.vd to obſerve what perſonspur rheir 
Sons or Daughters to ſuch Famultesas are tainted with Po= 
pery within the Land, the ſame being a ſpecta)l mean ta 
corrupt them with Idolatry ( And to caufe ſach Parents 
recall their.Children , or elſe proceed with the Cenſures of 
the Kirk againſt them, | 
All which Qvertures , Presbyteries are ſerioMſly required 
and Ordained to obſerve diligently with Certficarion 
Thar they ſhall be ſeverely cenſured » If they sball be fonn 


| Teauaſes or negligent inany of theſe points , which areſo 


| neceslary 
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neces(ary for keeping of the Lords Houſe and People mn: 


polured with Error , Idolatry , or Superſtition. 


FY 
C_— ——— 
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Aug. 11. 1648. Antemeridiem Sell. XXXIX, 
Att for proſecuting the Treaty for the Uni. 
formity in Religion in the Kingdom of England. 


THE Generall Aſſembly, Taking to their conſideration 
© that the Treaty of Uniformity in Religion in all His Ma- 

-jeſties Domintons 1s not yer perfeted; Therefore, Renews 
the power and Commiſlion granted by preceeding Aﬀent 
blies for proſecuting that Treaty ynto theſe Perſons afters 
named viz. Mr. Robert Dowglas, Mr. Samuel Rutherford, Mr. 
Rabert Baillie, Mr. George Gilleſpie Miniſters, And Fohn 
Earle ef Caſlils , Fobn Lord Balnierinoch , and Sr. Arch. Fobns 
fon of Warifton Elders;Aathorizing chem with full power to 
proſecute the ſaid Treaty of Uniformity with the Honour- 
able Houſes of the Parliament of England, and the Reverend 
Aſſembly of Divinesthere, orany Committees Appointed 
by them: And to doallfand every thing which may advance, 
perfect , and bring that Treaty to an happie concluſion , 
conform to the Commiſſions given thereanent, 


Sm... 
nn —— 


EA} Renewing the Commiſſion for the publick 
| Afﬀairs of this Kirk. Wo 


HE Generall Aſſembly Taking to their conſideration; 
thatio reſpe& che great work of Uniformity in Religion 

in all his Majeſties Dominions is not yet perfected ( though 
by the Lords bleſſing there is a good progreſs made in the 
fame ) There is a neceſlity of renewing the {Commi:4 

kons granted formerly for proſecuting and perfedting 
that grear Work ; . Do therefore Renew the Power and 
omnuſlion granted for the Publick Afairs of the Kirk by. 


te Generall Allembligs held ar Saigt 4ndrags , 1642. an : 


Bo, 
Ru 


wt 
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xrFdmbirgh 1643.1644. 1645-1646. and 1647, 1uſhto te © 
perſons following 217 Maſters, John Lawder , Andrew Whod * + 
' David Calderwood , Robert Ker ; John: Mackghie, Fobn Knox , 
John Sinclar , Fohn Adamſon , Robert Dowglas , George Gilleſpi®, 
James Hamiltoun. Mungo Law, FohnSmith - Robert Lawrie ,  » 
George Leſly, John Wer , Robert Eliot , Alexander Dithson , . 
 Parrich \Eleeming , Thomas Vaſſie , Ephraim Melvil , Hew Ken- 
nedie-, Kenneth Logie , Alexander Leviſtoun , George Bennet , 
David Weems, William Row , Robert Young , William Men = 
wes , Tohn Friebatne, Fohn Givan, Harie Guthrie , Andrew 
Rind, David Auchterlony , Samuel Ouſteen , Thomas Henderſon, 
Charles Archibald, Andrew Lawder,Fobn Leviſton, JohnMacklellan,. 
Alexander Turnbull , William Fullerton , George Hutcheſon , Fon 
Genell, Patrick Colvill , Fames Ferguſon , Hew Peebles, Font 
Hamaltonm , Alexander Dunlope , David Elphiſton , David Dick- 


| ſon, Robert Baillie , Robert Ramſay , PatrickGilleſpie , Patrick 


Sharpe, James Naſunth , John Home, Evan Camron , Robere 
Blair , Samuel Rutherfurd , David Forret , Robert Traill, An« 


drew Bennett . Walter Greg , Fohn Macgillyounger , Fohn Mott= 
meaff , Fdedrickh Ca Aly v4 . fFobhn Chalmers , John Duncan , 
Andrew Donaldſon , Will. Oliphant , George Simmer , Andrew 
Affleck , Arthur Granger , David Strachen , Andrew Cant . Folm 
Rew , Fahn Paterſon, Alexander Cant , Fobn Youug , Jolm Sea= © 
ton , David Lmdfay at Bethelvie, Nothaniel Martine , Jobs 
Anand , William Falconer , Joſeph Brodie , Alexander Summer , 
Wikam Chalmer, Gilbert Anderſon , David Roſſe » Georpe Gray, 
Robert Knox , William Penman, Iames Guthrie, Thomas Donald- 
fo. William Jameſon, Thomas Wilkie , James Ker , John Knox » 
Andrew Dunkanſon Miuiſters : Archivald Marques of Argyle» 
Alexander Earle of Eglintoun , John Earle of Caſlils, William. 
Earle of Lothian» Arblibald Lord Angus, . William Lord 
| Borthwick , John Lord Torphichen, John Lord Balmerino, 
Robert Lord Burly , James Lord Couper, _ - Lord 


e | Kilcudbright, Alexander Lord Elcho ,, Sir Archibald Johns 
+ | foun of Wariſton . Sir Jobn Hope of Craighall , Arthur Ers/gn 
of Scotskraig , Sir John Mencraof thatHk:,:-; 


| | Air Jartes Fraſer of Byae , Sis 


Boaton of Creigh-, Sir JobnWatichbope of Midrie + Sir Thomas 

Rutboen of Frieland , Sir George Maxwell of Netherpollock,, _ 
James Hackelt of Pithro ,, Sig 

- al  VVillian. 


%, 
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liam Carmichael younzer of rhat i)k;, TWalter Dura yours 
ger of thatilk , Thomas Craig of Ricarton > Mr George VVin= 


rain of Liberton , Sir Alexander Ingils of Ingilſton , Alexander” | 


Brodse of that ilk » Forbes of Eight VV4ll. More of Glan- 
derfton, Jobn Ker of Lochtour , Alex. Pringillof Whitbanck, 
IValter Scot of Whitfiyid , Jobn Crafurd »t Grafurdland, Sir 
'Jabn Chiſly of Carſwell, Robert Monroe of Obſteall, | 


Cornwall of Bonhard , George Dundas of Dudingſton, SirJames: 


Stewart of Kirkfield, Alexander Coloil of the Blair-, Mr Alex. 
Peirſon; Mr Robert Burnet younger, Mr Thomas Murray, George 
Potterfield, Mr James Campbell, James Hamilton, Lawrence Hen= 


derfom, Mr Robert Barcclay, Mr VVilkam More » VVillam + 


Glendoning Doctor , Douglas, James Sword » Gi 
deonJack. Mr Dongall Campbell, Fohn Beſiall, Jobn Brown, Wil 
tram Brown, Robert Erown , and VVilliam Ruſſel, Elders: 
Giving unto them full Power and Commiſſion , to doall 
and every thing for preſeryatien of the Eſtabliſhed DoGrine, 


Difcipline , Worſhip and Government of this Kirk, againſt | 
all who ſhall endeayour to introduce any thing contrary * 


thereunto, and for proſecuting , advancing , perfecting 
bringing the ſaid Work of Uniformity in Religion in all His 
Majeſties Dominions to a happy concluſion, conform tothe 
former Commiſſions granted by proceeding Aﬀembliesrhe- 
reanent, And ro: thar effect Appoints them z OT any ſeven 
teen of them, whereof thirteen ſhall be'Miniſters ro meet 
here in this City to morrow the x8. of this Monerth , And 
thereafter upon rhe laſt Wedneſday of November , February, 
and May next , and upon any other day , and in any other 
place they ſhall think fir. Renewing alſo to the Perſons be- 
fore named the power contained in the At of the Aſſem- 
bly 1643. Iutituled, A Reference to the Commisfiom anent the 
Perſons deſigned to repair to the Kingdom of England: And fut« 
ther, incaſe Delinquents have no conſtant reſidence inany 
one Presbyrerie, or if Presbyreries be negligent or over* 


awed , in theſe caſes, The Aſſembly gives to the perſons- 


before named, ſuch power ofj cenſuring complyers and 


perſons disaffected to the Cavenanr according to the Atts of |, 
the Aﬀembly, declaring alwayes and' providing ; that þ1 
Minitters ſhall not. be depoſed , but in ore of the-quarterly js 


_— Fan: ay. « 7 2 


meenuDgs I: . 
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intetings of this Commiſſion , And further Authoriſes 
them as formerly with full power, ro make Supplications, 
Remonſtrances, Declarations & Warnings to Indidt Faſts & 
Thankſgivings as there ſhall be canſe to Proteſt againſt all 
encroachments upon the Liberties of the Kirk, and to cen- 
ſure all fuch as interupt this Commiſſion or any other Church. 
Judicarory , or the execurion of their Cenſures or of any 
other Sentences or Ads, iſſuing from them ,/ And with full 
powertothem to treatand determine in the]matrers refer- 
red unto them by this Afſembly , as fully and freely as it the 
ſame were here fully expreſled , and with as ample power 
as any Commiſſion of any former Generall Aſſemblies hath 
had orbeen in uſe of before: Declaring alſo that all 6ppo= 
ſers of the authority of this Commilſſion 1n matters 'intrufted 
to them ſhall be holden as oppoſers of the authority of rþ 
Generall Afembly , And this Commiſſion in their whol 
proceedings are comprable ro , and cenfurable by the next 
Genoral Afſembly, | 


| EET 


—__ 


Avguſt tr. 1643: Poſtmeridiem, Sell. X Le . 
Exemption of Muxray , Roſſe, and Caithnefle 
from the contribution granted to the boyes of Argyl&3 
 witha Recammendation to Pregbyterees , 
t0 make up what 15 taken of them 
by that exemption 
(Ooncerming the overture and defire of the Commiſſioners | 


f rhe Presbyreries of Murray, Roſſe , and Caithneſſe for 
arexemprion from that contriburion of fourty ſhillings 


-) P*cmmended for entertainment of rhe I75+h boyesin Arpyle3 


The Afſembly - having conſidered thereof, and of their 
efferin the the name of the ſaid Presbyteries , if that ex- 
mption be granted , Do Approve their offer, And The-' 
re fore hereby Exoners the ſaid Presbyteries of the ſaid Con- 
tbution of farvty ſhillings —_ the entertainment of - 
*. C2 
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the boyesin Argyle, And Ordains for that exemption ag«. 
_ cording to the offer of their ſaid Commiſſioners , thateack. 
Presbyterie of the ſaid Provinces entertaine one of the Ini 


Janguage at Schooles, and if any be found already fic for - 
Colledges , they ſhall maintain them at Philoſophie , and(ſo 
forward, untill they be fit for the Miniſtery : And Becauſe , 


by this exemption the contribution for the boyes in Argyle 


will be ſo much lefſened. Therefore the Aſſembly Recome 


mends to alt other Preshyreries ro think upon ſome way 
m_ by the charitable Supply that may be made up unto 
them. © BED 


————— 


CC _— cc 


AX eoncern ing Collettion for the Poore . | 


_ for thepoorin ſome Kitks in the Countrey , are ta- 

Fen in the time of Divine Service , which being , 2, 

very great and unſeemlv diſturbance of Divine Worſhip 
Do therefore hereby Inhibit and diſcharge the ſame. Andor= 
dains that the Miniſter and Seſhon appoint ſome other way 
and rime for receiving the ſaid ColleRions: | 


= —— ——— 


'FT* E. Aſſembly Underſtanding that the colleon, 


—— 


Recommendation for ſecuring proviſions: ta 


Miniſters in Burg hs. 


| regard that the tipends of many -Miniſters in Burghsare 
not ſecured unto them and their ſucceflors ; Therefore 


the Afſem bly Do ſeriouſly Recommend to the Honourable. 
Commiſlion of Parliament for planting of Kirks, re pro. 


vide reall and valide ſecurity of competent and hogeſt mea- 


yes to the preſent Minifters of Burghs and their ſucceſſors, 


where they are uot ſufficiently provided or ſecured already 3 


Ordaining, Presbyteries td uſe all neceſſary diligence for 
proſecuting thereof before the ſaid Commiſſion for planting. 


Ki:ke, 
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d he Humble Supplication of the Generall Af: 
" (embly of the Kirk of Scotland, met at Edinburg 
Abguſlt 12. unto the Kings CMoft 
- Excellent Hajeſpe | 


—_—_ your Majeſlie through the ſuggeſtions of evil men, 
may haply entertain hard thoughts of us and our Procee- - 
dings , yerthe Searcher of hearts knowes, and our cort- 
| ſciences bear record unto us, that we bear in our ſpirits theſe 
humble-and duitifull reſpeRs to your Majeſtie , that loyall 
ſubjects owe co their native Soveraigne , and that ir would 
be one of our greateſt contentments uponearth, to ſee your 
Myeftiereigning for the LORD, in Righteouſneſſe and 
Peace over theſe Nations : And therefore as we do bow our 
knees daily before the Throne of Grace on your behalf, and 
the behalf of your Poſterity; So we findeour ſelves hereto- 
tore, obliged faithfully and freely to warn your Majeſtie of 
your danger and dutiez Wiſhing, and hoping rhat the Lord, 
willincline your Royall hearc , from the ſence of the evil 
which hath befallen You, through the flighting of former 
Warning , to be more attentive unto this Weare very 
ſenſible of your Mzjeſties ſuffering , and low condition , 
and do nor in the leaſt meaſure approve. but fzom our hearts 
abhorre any thing that hath been done to your Majeſties 
Perſon, contrary tothe common reſolutions of both King- 
doms : Yet it ſhall be your Mijeſties wiſdom, in this as 1n 
all that hath befallen you theſe years paſt , to read the righ- 
teous hand of the Lord, writing bitter. things againſt you , 
as for all your Provocations » ſoeſpecqally tor reſiſting his 


{| Work, andauthoriſing by your Commiſſions the ſhedding 


ofthe blood of his People, for which it is high cime 10 , 
one » that there be no more wrath againſt youand your 
Kealms, 


| - The Commiſſion of the preceeding Aſſembly, whoſe" 
| proceedings are unanimouſly approven by this: Aſſembly 


Having read yoar Majeſties Letter of the date ar Carzsbrook, 


Cattle » December 27, And peruſed your Conceflions , did 


91 (8 Ee 3 finde 
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finde ſome of thefe Conceſſions deſtruQtive to the Covenant, 
and all of them unfarisfattorie , and did therefore emir a 
Declaration:concermog the ſame, leaſt your Majeſties Sub= 
jeas in this Kingdom ſhould | have unawares imbarked 
themſelves in an Engagement upon grounds not conliſting 


with rhe good of Religion , and, the Solemn League and | 


Covenant. For preyenting whereof; they did alſo preſent 
moſt juſt and neceflary defires unto the high and Honour- 
ble Court of Parliament of this Kingdom 3 which, if they 
had been granted , might have through the Bleſſing of God 
Either procured ( ypon Treaty) your Majeſties re-eſtabliſh- 
ment, and a ſolide Peace, or laid open the expedience and 
neceffiry ofa lawſull War, and have unired this Kingdom 
therein for the good of Religion, of your Majeſtie , andof 
your Kingdoms. When the Parliament was pleaſed with- 
our ſatisfaction ro any of theſe defires , togo on towards 
the derermining ofaWar upon the gounds contained in their 
Declaration , As many of their own Members who have 
been faichfull in the Cauſe of GOD from the beginning, 
did diffent from their preceedings , ſo moſt of all the Pres- 
byteriesand Synods of this Kingdom, and the Gommutrees 
of War in ſeverall Shires did by humble Supplication _ 
ſenrro the Parliamenr , how unſatisfied they were in their 
conſciences concerning the preſent Engagement: Notwith- 
ſtanding of all which , the Engagement hath been carried 


-on Without clearing either of the lawfulneſſe or neceſlity | 


thereof, Therefore, We having now -examined the fame 


by the Rule of Gods Word , and having foundit unlawſull, 


As we have warned the whote Kingdom of the danger there» 
of, So weholdit our Duty alſo ro warne your Majeftieas 
the Servanrs of the moſt High GOD, andin Name ofthe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who mult Judge the quick and dead, Ear- 
neſtly beſeeching your Majeſtie that as ye would not draw 


yew guilt upon your Majeſties Throne, and make theſe 


Kingdoms again a field of Blood, youwould be far fromown- 
ing or having any handin this ſo unlawfull an Engagement 5 
Which as ic hath already been the cauſe of ſo much ſorrow 
and many ſufferings to the People of God in this Land, who 


chooſe affliction rather then fin , So it tendeth to the RN 
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ing of the Covenant and Work of Reformation : As we do 
not oppoſe the reſtitution of your Majeſtie to the exerciſe of 
your Royall Power '5 So we muſt needs deſire that that 
whichis GO DS begivenunto Him in the firſt place, and 
thar Religion may be ſecured before the ſerling of any hu-« 


| mane intereſt ; Being confident rhat this way is not only 


moſt for the Honour of GOD, butalſo foryour Majeſties 
Honor and Safety. Arid therefore asir was one of our De- 
fires to the High and Honourable Court of Parliament that 
they would folicitic _ Majeftie for ſecuring of Religion , 

olemnLeague and Covenant inall your 
Dominions » that your Majeſtie might know that way they 
intend on your behalf was with a ſubordination to Rehigion; 
So we do now from our ſelves make this humble addreſs 
unto your Majeſtic intreating your Majeſtic as you tender 
Truth and Peace , you would be pleafed to ſuffer your ſelf. 
tobe poſſeſſed with righr choughts of the League and Co« 
yenant.,, and of the proceedings of your Majeſties loyall 
SubjeRts 1n relation: thereunto , and give your Royall aflent 
for injoyning of itinall your Dominions' If your Majeſtic 
had been pleaſed ro hearkento our Cotinſell heranent ſome 
years ago, the blood of many thouſands, which now lyes. 
upon your Majeſties Throne, might haye been ſpared , 
Popery , Prelacy ,. Idolatry, Superſtition , Profaneſſe , 
Hereſte, Error, Sects and Schiſmes whichare now grown 


 toſogreata height in England, mighr have been extirpate , 


and your Majeſtie fitting 10 Peacein your own Houſe, Reig 


*2 | ning over your Subjects with much mutuall contentment 


and confidence, And-if your Majeſtie ſhall yet ſearch out 
and repent ofall yonr ſecret and open Sins , And-after ſa 
many dear-bought experiences of the danger-ofevill Couns 
ſell, be now ſo wile as to ayoidit » and to hearken tons 


1 ſpeaking unto you in the Name of the Lord > Weareconfi- 


ent by this means your Majeſtie may yer be reſtored , and 
aſure and firme peace procured. We take itas a grear 
mercy , and asa door of hope, that God ſtill inclines the 
hearts of all his Servants to pray for your Majeſtie 3 And we 
would not haye your Majeſtie ro look upon it as alighe 


tyng, that you have been preſerved alive , when many © 


Ee 4 thouſand 


N o 
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thouſands haveby your means and procurement fallen: on 
yeur left hand. God forbid that- your Majeſtie ſhould any _ 
longer diſpiſe the word of exhortation, the riches of his 
gaodneſle, forbearance and long ſuffering , not knowing 
that; the goodnefſe?,: - of God leads 'you unto Repene 
tance ; For if your Majeſtie'do ſo, As we are afraid, all 
Counſels and Endeavours for yourMajeſties re - eſtabliſh. 
ment ſhall be invain and withour ſucceſſe , becauſe of the 
Wrath of the Lord of Hoſts > who brings down the mighty: 
from his Throne, and ſcatters the proud in the imaginations 
of their hearts; So we ſhall mourn in lecret for it » and for 
all the miſeries thar are like to come upon your Throne and 
your Dominions , and comfort our ſelves, in this , that 
we have deliyered our own ſouls.. But we defire ro hope: 
betrer things , and that your Majeſtic will humble your ſelf; 
ubder the mighry hand of God”, and be inclined to hear- | 
ken to the faithfull adviſe of his Servants, be willing to ſe=' 
cure Religion, and-imploy your Royall Power for advan- 
cipg the Kingdom of the Son of God , - which will rurn as 
well cothe Honour and Happineſle of your Majeſties as ta 
the Peace and Safety of yoar Subjects, | 
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Auguſt. 12. 1643, Self. O/t. | 
AF diſcharging Duels. | 


tt Generall Aſſembliy taking in' confideration the - 
& many Duelsand combars that have been fonght , and”. 
Challenges that have been made , and carried , 'and rece1v- 
edinthis Land of late. And being ſenſible of the exceed+ 
ing great offence that comes by ſo horribleand hainous a ſins 
which is a grofſe preferring of the ſuppoſed credit of the” 
Creature unto the Honour of the moſt High God, and an. 
uſurpation upon the office of the Magiſtrate by private mens: - 
taking of the Sword, And a High degree' of murther both-' 
of bodyand ſoul, by ſhedding the blood of the one, and ' 
utting of theother. fram time of repenting; And w__ 
? | 2s aote 
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' togive obedienceaccording tothe renioar of this At, {half 


Aſembly , 264% a> 
doth ordinarily produce many wofull conſequeuts , Theres, 
fore doth enact And Ordain that all Perſons of whatſoevyey; 
quality who ſhall either fight Duels , 'or make, or write, or... 
receive, or with their knowledge carry: Challenges, or go * 


' tothe fields, either as Principals, or as Seconds ro fighe 4 


Duels and Combats , thar they ſhall withuur reſpe& of Per- * 
ſons be proceſied with the Cenſures of rhe Kirk and broughe * 
before the Conpgrepation two ſeverall -ELords-dayes 3 In the * 
firſt whereof they are ſharply ro be rebuked and convinced-* 
of the hainouſneile of rheir fin and offence., and on the next 


' tomake a ſolemn publick Confeſſion thereof, and profeſſiou 


of their unfained Humiliation and Repentance for the ſame. 
Agd if the Perſon guilty of any of the former offencesþe ap * 
Elder or Neacon » he is to be removed from his office-; and 

wharſoever perſon guilry of any of theſe offences, ſhall refuſe ,, 


- 


be proceſſed ro Excommunication : Declaring alway;, thar 
if any bekilled-ar ſuch Duels , the killer ſhall be proceeded 
againlt by the Kirk as other murtherers. 


\ 


LAS... 4 


Ad concerning depoſed Miniſters. 


. 


T+ E Aſſembly confiderin that divers Miniſters des 


. poſed for Malignancy , andcomplying with the Enee 
. mies of this Kirk and Cauſe of God, may be ſuited 
by , and hope, wv get entry in ſome Congregation where a 
Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy hath been , and may be 
ſuppoſed to have put on the people a ſtamp and impreffion of 
Malignancie , and being by the Act of the Generall Aﬀem- 
bly in Anno 1645. Paſt all hope of being reſtored ro the 
place out of the whilk he was caſt: Now alſo Ordains and 
watts thar no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and com- 
pliance foreſaid ( whenir ſhall fall our that ke be putin 2 
capacity of admiſſion to the Miniſtry) ſhall enter 1ntothe 
Congregation of any other Miniſter who alſo hath been de- 
poſed for Malignancy and —_ , a5 ſaid 18, | 
be EEE Ths 


042. The Generats 


T" "HE Gz*nerall Adſembly not having now time toconſi- 


der.the References ofthe preceeding Aſſemblies, and 


the moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſent their opinie. 
ons in Writ , Therefore do yetagain Recommend to Pregs«. 


byteries and Provinciall Afemblies roconfider all matrers 
referred by this orby any former Aſſemblies, are ro ſend 
their opinions therein in wrjt to the next Generall As- 
ſembly. | 


i ———— 


_—_— 


— 


= -S- meeting of the next Generall Aſſembly is 


 bercby Appointed tobe atEdinburgh the firſs Wed, - 


nesday of tuly , 1649, 
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luly 7. 1649- p wy Seſl a... 


Approbation of the proceedings of the Commiſe 
; frners of the Generall A Yembly. 


| = HE General! Aſſembly having heard the rep 
Rc, Fi $2 of the Commitre appointed for reviſing the a 
SIR ceedings of the Commiſſioners of the = 

| S. Afembly; And finding, thereby, that.in. 

== their proceedings they haye been zealous, "rs 

ores and futhfull, in the —_— of the truſt commirted 

ta them, .dotherefore.unanimouſ] ly Approve and Ratify the 

the whole proceedings, Ads and Concluſions of the ſaid 

Commiſſion; Appoinring Mr. Job» Bell Moderator procempere, 

ro return them hearty thanks in the namethe Afemblyz fay 
their great pains , travel and fidelity. 


cu 


—_— 
Le om —— 


eta 


July 


' themthis day, Together with the Cinmi | 
- jons which were given unto them}; Do finde by the Report, 
' that they have been very-diligent and faichfull in the dif- ' 


$44 TheGenerall 
*2 Taly x0. 16 49. Antemeridiem / Sel. VI. 
Approbation of the Commiſſioners ſent to his 
RA _.. Majeſlp. A” 
"EF He Generall Aſſembly having taken inſerious confi. 
deration the Report of the'Trayels and proceedings 


of the Commiſhoners ſent to his Ions by 
ion and Inſtruq- 


charge of the Truſt - commirred to them: And rherefore 
doe uganimouſly Approye of their Carriage andrecrn {them 
hearty thanks for their great Painsand& Travails in that Em- 
ploymem,  _ EEG 2 eco 


—_—__w 


wv — 


July rs. 1649. Poſtmeridiem, Sel. X V 111. 
"i AG arſcharging promiſcuous Dancmg. Ly 


HE Aſſembly finding the (candall and abuſe rhat ari. 
ſes through promiſcuous Danting: Do therefore inht 
"Þ. biteand diſchnrge the ſame , and Fo referre the Cen- 
fare thereof to ſeyeral 

their care and diligehce. | 


SS 


- July2o 1649. AntemeridiemsSell. X1X. 
AZ concerning the receiving of Engagers 11 
the Jate nnlawfull War againſt England , to ' publick 
Satisfation, Together with the Declaration © : 
" and Acknowledgement to be ſub- 
ſcribed by them. | 
THE Generall Aſſembly conſidering whar great offence 


«- aMinſt God , and Scandallto his People at home and a-. | 


broad 


Presbyteries, xecommending it-tq 


> Vs mY 99 


| Aſſembly; 164. 445 


broad, hath ariſen from the late unlawfull-Engagement in 


4 
'&W 


|. Waragainſt England; whereby, coutrary to the Law of God 


and of Nations, contrary ro the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant , contrary tothe Petitions of almoſt the whole -King- 
dom. contrary to the Declarations of rhe Jane of 
this Kirk , contrary tothe Proteftations of 2 conſiderable 
part of the Parliament, contrary to the frequent and clear. 
Warnings of the Seryants of God in his game, not onely ate 
Aſſociations in Counſels and Arms made with Malignant - 
Perſons » who had formerly ſhewn their difaffeftion tothe 
Covenantſin and Cauſe, but ane Invaſion of the Neighbour - 
Nation was proſecuted; from whence flowed the oppreſion 
of the Perſons, Eſtates and conſciences of many of the pe 
ople of God in this Land,rthe ſhedding of the blood of ſome, 
the loſſe and diſhonour of this Nation, and ſeverall other 


 Inconveniences: and conſidering that the Commilſioners 


of the laſt Generall Af/embly , have acquit themſelves 
faithfully in ordaining to be ſuſpended from the renewingof 
the Covenant, and from the Ordinance of the Lords Sapper, 
ſuch asare deſigned in their Atts of date the 6. of Oftaber & 
4 of December laſt ; referring the further confideration and 


- cenſure of the Perſons foreſaid to this preſem-Generall Ale 


ſembly : Therefore the Generall Aſſembly, for removing 
of ſuch Offences » and for prevention of the like in time £0 
ming , and for reſtoring of ſuch asare truely humbled , de 
Declare and Appoint. | : NE AapY, 

I. Thatall cthofe who have been guilty and cenſured as 
aforeſaid , and withall do not by their addreſſes to Kirk Ju- 
dicatories teſtify their diſlike thereof, and give evidencesof 
their Repenrance therefore , That theſe be proceſſed and 
continuing obſtinare , be excommunicated 3 Bur if withall 
they go 0n 1n promoving Malignant Defignes , that they be 


_ forthwith Excommunieated : As alſo that all ſuch perſons 


uilty as aforeſaid, who after Profeſſion of their Repentance 
all yevagain hereafter rela pſe to the- promoting any Ma- 
lIignant Defigne , that theſe be likewiſe forth with excomy. 
municated. : | + 


H. That all theſe who haye been guilty and cenſured 36 


| Hpigfiiq, and deſire to reſtifie thejr Repencance, andr1obe 


admitted 


44 The Generall 


anyConfesfion in publick before theCongregation ſubſcribe 
the Declaration herto ſub-joyned , of their unfained dete= 
Ration and renunciation of that Engagement , and all othex 
Malignant courſes contrary-torhe Covenant and Cauſe, 
Promuling to keep themſelves from ſuch ways in time com= 
og , and acknowledging that if they ſhall again fall into 
Tuch defeQisn thereafrer, they may juftly be accounted per- 
Mdious backſliders, and breakers ofthe Covenant and Oath 
of God, and proceeded againſt with the higheſt Cenſures of 
the Kirk. | 
OH. Thatof theſe who have been guilty and cenſured as 
aforeſaid , and defire now to teſtifie their Repenrance , 
— Whoſoever were formerly joyned inArms or Counſell with 
James Grabam 1n his Rebellion , or who were General per 
ſons or Colonels in the late unlawfull Engagemenr, Or 
_ who went to Iteland ro bring over Forces for that effec, 
'Or who have been eminently active 1n contriving of or, ſes 
- ducihg unto the} ſaid Engagement, orwhoſoever above the 
degree of a Leutenant Commanded theſe parties, that in 
/promoving of the ends of the ſaid Engagement ſhed blood 
within the Kingdom , eirher before that Army of Engagers 


'went to England, or after their rerurn , Or who above the. | 


-degree forefaid Commanded inthe late Rebellion in the- 
'North ; That none of theſe be admitred or received to pive 

ſatisfaction , but by the Generall Asſembly or their Com- 
'misfionevxs; | | 
- IV. Tharallthereſt ofchefe who have been guilty , of 
cenſured as aforefaid may be received by the Presbyteries 
where they reſide. 

V. 'That all who have been guilty as aforſaid, before 
'their receiving tothe Covenant,ſhall make a Solemn publick 
; Acknowledgement in ſuch matrer , arid before ſuch Con- 
'gregations'as the Commiſſion of the Generall Afſembly or 
- Presbyteries reſpeftive ſhall preſceibe,according tothe degree 

»of their offence and fcandall givens ; "4 
V I- That none of the foreſaid Perſons be admitted, or. 
pe5cived as Elders inany Judigazories of the Kirk , but ac- 

"Ei 5 A RSISUSOT EL 27 accarding 


admirted tothe Covenant and Communion , ſhall Beſides 
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Aſſembly, 1648.” 243 
iceording to the A& ofthe General! Aﬀembly ofthe laſt of 
Huguſt 1647, againſt complyers of the firſt Claſle. 

And becauſe many haye heretofore made ſhew and pro= 
feffion of their Repentance , who were not convinced of 


theirguilcinefle nor humbled for the ſame , bur did thereaſs 


ter return with the dog to the vomir, and with che ſow ra 
the puddle , unto the mocking of God , and the{exceeding ' 
great reproach and detriment of his Cauſe : Therefore, for 
the better derermining the Truth aid. fincerity of the Re- 
pentance ofthoſe who defire to be admitred to the Covenant = 
and Gommunion : Iris appointed and Ordained that none 
of thoſe perſons who are debarred fron the Covenant and 
Communion ſhall be admitted and received thereta ,. but 
ſuch as after exacCtrriall , hall be found for ſome comperene 
time before or after the offer of their Repentance , accorde 
ing to the diſcretion of the reſpective Judicatories » to. have 
in their ordinary converſartione given real Teſtimony of their 


diſlike of the lare unlawfull Engagement 5 and of the cour= 


ſesand wayes of Malignants , and of tkeirſorrow for their 
acceſſion to the ſame; &ro live ſoberly, righteouſly 8&godly3 
& if any ſhall be found , who after the defeating of the En- 
gapers haveuttered any Malignant ſpeeches, tending to the 
approbation of the late unlawfuJEngagement, or the blaod- 


| ſhed within the Kingdome for promoving of the ends of the 


faid Engagement, or any other projets or prattiſes within 
or without the Kingdome ; prejudiciall to Religion andthe 
Covenant, or tending to the reproach of the Miniftry, or , 
the civill Government of the Kingdom , or who have un- 
neceſſarily or ordinarily converſed with Malignant and dif- 
aftected perſons, Or who have had hand in, or acceſſion to, 
or campliance with or have any wayes countenanced or pro= 
moved any Mrlignant Defign , prejudiciall ro Religion and 
the Covenant; Thar theſe, - notwithſtanding their profefit= 
on of Repentance be not ſuddedly received,but a competent 
time , according to the diſcretion of the Jubicatany » be 
aligned tothem fortryall of the evidence of their Repen- 
tance, according to the qualifications above menrioned, 
Andthe Generall Aſſembly Ordains Presbyreries to makes 
Wntimation ofehis Aﬀtin the feveraltKirks of their babies 
ALETR 2 6 | oor 


ut 


Foanas they can; after the of the rifing General) Aſſembly? 
that none. pretend ignorance 5 And that Presbyrerjey 
make accompr oftheir diligence m proſecuting of this A& 
to the Quarterly meetings of the Commiſſion of this Af. 


2 ———_— 
4 
———— 


_—Y 


| "IT — th 
. 


r T he Declaration and Arknowledgement © 
: before mentioned. ; 


| | WI after due conſideration 
Jof the late Warre againft the Kingdom of England ; And 
having alſo conſidered the courſe purſued and promoted by 
theEa:le of Lanerk, George Monro and their Adberents inand 
about Stirling , and by others in the lace Rebellionin the 
North , againft all which notonly eminent Teſtimonies of 
Gods Wrath have been given in defeating of them , but 
they werein themſelves finfull breaches of Covenant, and 
preterring the intereſt of man unto God 3. I doe hereforein y 
Gods ſight profeſſe , thatI am convinced of the unlawful- 
neſle of all theſe ways, as contrary to the Word of God, 
and to the Solemn League and Cavenant , not only in re» 
gard of the miſcarriages of theſe that were imployed there- | 
in, bur alſo in reſpect of the nature of theſe courſes theme | | 
felves; And therefore profeſſing may unfained ſorrow for my 
_—— by my acceflion rothe ſame, doe renounce and 
diſclaim the forefaid Engagement and all the courſes thax | | 
were uſedfor carrying on;the ſame,cither before or after the | 
defeat of the Engagers , as contrary tothe Word of GOD | 
and Solemn League and Covenant, and deſtructivetoRe- | | 
— bgjonand the work of Reformation; AndI doe promiſe 
in the power of the Lords ſtrength, never again to own any | 
of theſe or the like courſes. And if hereafter at any time, I 
ſhall be found to promote any Malignant Deſign or courſe z 
that I ſhall juſtly be accomprted a perfidious Covenant brear 
Ker and deſpiſer of God , and be PLocrrey againſt with the. 


bigheſt Ceaſyresof ths Kirk: Likeaes Loy Þexeby Pre | 
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miſe toadhere to the' Narionall Coyenant of this Ki ngdome - 


. and tothe Solemn League and Covenant betwixt the King= 


domes, and tobe honeſt and zealous for promoving all the 
ends thereof . as I ſhall be called thereynto of God , andrto 
flee all occaſions and temprations that may lead me into 
any the like ſnares againſt the ſame. Subſcribed * 

| At the day of 


July 24. 1649. Poſtmeridiem. Seſſ. XXIIL 
To theHight& HonourableConrt of Parliament 


The Generall A Nembly , Humbly Sheweth g 


| THar whereas we have ſeen & conſidered the AR of Parlia- | 


ment aboliſhing Patronages, and doe highly commend 
the piety and-zeal of the Eſtates of Parliament in promoving 
ſo neceſfary a point of Reformation , The Generall As- 
ſembly do humbly ſupplicare, thar beſide the ſetling of the 
Miniſters ſtipends, rhat rhe "Tythes mentioned in the ſaid 
At, may be affeted with the burthen of pious uſes , within 
the reſpective Paroches, conform to a draught of an At 
m by the Commisfioners of the late Generall Asſembl 
efore 1t pasſed in Parliament , And that the foreſaid Act, 
may be made effeCtuall for the ſerling of Miniſters Stipends 


' inKirksereRted , and necesſary to be erected according ro 


the Tenour of the A of Parliament,, And for this effect, 
that your Lordſhips will haſten the fitting of rhe Commis- 
hon forPlanrtarion of Kirks, with all convenient guigence z* 
and yourLordſhips Anſwer. . b | 


#* 


EETT  oo 


. 450 T he Generall 
27- Fuly, 1649. Antemeridiem. Sell. 27. 
| A ſeaſonable and neceſſary VVarning and 


Declaration » concerning Preſent and Imminent dans 
 gers, and concerning duties relating thereto ; 
from the Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk 
unto all the Members thereof. 


THE Lord who chooſes Jeruſalem ina furnace of Aﬀi« 
Rjonz bath been pleaſed ſince the beginning of the work 
of Reformation in this Land , ro exerciſe his People with 
many trialls 3 all thar deſired to keep a good. conſcience, 
were not long agoe under many heavy and ſad preſſures 
from rhe inſelency and oppreſſion of a prevailing party of 
diſ-affefted and Malignant men , who undera pretextof 
bringing the King to a condition of Honour, Freedom and 
Safety » did carry on an unlJawfull Engagement iagainft the 
KingdomotFrpland:and if theLord had not been mercifnll 
unto his people , they, were like either to bave been baniſh 


our of the Land, orto have been kepr ina perperuall bone, 


dage in their conſciences, perſonsand eftares: But he whoſe 
Meſſengers thoſe men bad mocked , and whoſe word they 
had deſpiſed, did. bring them down ſuddenly in aday s 


and reſtored liberty and peace unto his people : A mercy - 


and deliverance, whichas it onght to beremembred witit 
thankfulneſle and praiſe, ſo may it engage our hearts not ts 
faint inftroubles and ſtraires that doyert abide us. but to rrutt 
in the nam; ofthe Lord , who both can and will deliver us 
Ki1l out of all our afMlictions, | 
Albeit, wee do now enjoy many rich and precious ble: 
ſing wherin wee have reaſon to be comforted,and to rejoyce3 
yet it were to ſhut our own eyesif we ſhould nor ſee our ſel- 
ves:nvolved in, and threatned with manyand great dangers 
at home and from broad, Iris matter of exceeding great 
ſorrow to think upon the ignorance and profanity , theim* 
penitence and ſecurity that abounds ſtill in the Land , not- 
withſtanding all the graclgys diſpenſation ofthe Dalpdlouy 
_— | mea 
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means of grace in ſuch purity and plenty , that none of the 


Nations round abour us can boaſt of the like , and of all his 
ſharp rods wherewith he hath afflicted us from year to year, 


and of all the mercies and deliverances wherewith he hath | 


viſited us, and of our late ſolemn confeſſion of finnes, and' 


' engagement unto duries » ſealed with the renewing of the 


Covenant and the Oath of God ; Which ſome men haveſo 
far already forgorten , asto return with thedogge rothe 
yomit, and with rhe-ſow to the puddle: And many fignes 
of inconſtagcy and levicy do appear among all ſorts and 
ranks of perſons, who ſeem to want nothing 'bur a ſurable 
tentation to draw them away from their ſtedfaſtneflſe ; Our 
Army is nor yer ſufficiently purged, but there be till in ic 
Malignant and ſcandalous men , whoſe :fidelity and cons 
ſtancy , asitis much to be doubted » ſo is the- wrath of the 
Lord:to be feared , upon their proces and undertak- 
ings, withoata ſpeedy and effectuall remedy. ; 

| Thar prevailing party of SeCtaries in England, who have 
broken the Coyenant , and deſpiſed the Oath of God, cor- 
rupted the truth , ſubverred the fundamentall Governmenrg 
and taken away the Kings life look upon us with an evill 
eye, aSupon theſe who ſtand in the way of their monſtruous 
and new fangled devices in Religion and Government 3 
And though there were no cauſe to fear any thing from that 
= but the Gangrene and'infecttion of thoſe many damna-s 


le and abominable errours which have taken hold on thenx-. 


yet our vicinity unto and daily commercewith that Nation:, 
may juſtly make us afraid thar the Lord may give up many int 
this Land unto a ſpirit of delufion to beleeye lies, becauſe 
they have not received the love of the truth. 

Neither is the Malignant party ſo far broken and brought 
low . as that they haveabandoned all hopes'of carryingon' 
their former defgnsagiinſt the Covenanr and work of Re+ 
formation : Befide many of them 1n this 'Kingdom, who 
are as Foxes tied iv Chains y/ keepingtheir evill nature, and 
waiting an opportuny to break thejr-cords., and #gain to 
prey upon the Loxds people y there be ſtanding Armies ins 
Ireland, under the command of the' Marqueſle of Ormond, 


The Lord Inchqheen , the Eord of Aire 4 agd Grnge Manta, 


/ 
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who forgetting all the horrible cruelty that was exerciſed 
by the Iriſh Rebels, upon many rhouſands of the Engliſh 
and Scottiſh Nations in that, land 3 have entred into a 
Peace and Aﬀociation with them» that they may the more 
eaſily carry on the old defignes. of the Popiſh , Prelaricall 
and Malignant party, And the Lord of Airds, and George - 
Monro, have by treachery and oppresſion brought: the Pro- 
vince of VIſter, and Garriſons-therein', under their power - 
and Command , and have redatted our country-men , and 
ſuch as adhere unto the Covenant , and cauſe of God in that 
Province, unto many miſertes and ſtraits » and are like tro 
baniſh the Miniſters of the Goſpcll» and to overturn theſe 
faire begiogmngeen the york of God, which were unto many 
' abranch of hope, thatthe Lord meant to make Ireland a 
pleaſant land. | | 
.- But which is moregrievous untous then all theſe , our. 
King notwithſtanding of the Lords hand againſt his Fathers 
oppolitionto -the work of God , and of the many ſad and 
dolefull conſequences fallowed thereupon , in referenceto 
Religionand his Sebjects, and to his perſon , andGovern- 
ment, doth hearken unto the councels oftheſe who were 
Authors of theſe miſeries to his Royall Father and his King- 
doms : By which it hath come to paſle » that his Majeſty 
harh hitherro refuſed co grant the juſt and neceflary deſires 
ofthis Kitk avd Kingdom , which were tendred unto him 
fromthe Commiftioners of both for ſecuring of Religon, 
the Liberties of the Subje& , his Majeſties Government , 
and the Peace of the Kingdome 3 And ir is much tobe 
feared thazrhoſe wicked Counſellours may ſo farre prevaile 
upon him 1n his tenderyeers, as ro'engage him ina warre, 
for overturning ( if ir be poſſible ).of the. work of Ged, 
and bearing down all thoſe in the three Kingdoms tharad- 
here thereto : Which if he ſhall doe, cannot but bring 
great wrath from the Lord upon himſelfe ang” his Throne, . 
and muft be the-cauſe of many new-,- and greatwiſeries,and 
" calamities ro theſe Lands. __,/.; TT? 
It concerdsa;Nation thus ſinfill-and loaden with iniquity 
And invplyed 1n{o.many. difficulties.and dangers,by. rimous | 1 
aepentancsapuniaingd humiliation. t.draw near raGoC's | 
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and to wraſtle with him in Prayer and gupplication., that 
our ſi) may be pardoned, and our iniquity done aways and 
thathe would eſtabliſh the Land in the love of the truhe , 


.and inableeyery on in their ſtation todo their dury bold 


and without fear , and in humble dependance upon the 
Lord, in whom alone is the ſalvation of his people; Ever Is 
man ought with all faithfulneſle and diligence ,. romake uſe 7 


ofall theſe means tharare approvenand allowed of God, 


for preſerving and carrying on of his work, and for ſecuring 
and guarding the Land againſt all enemies wharſomever , 
both upon the right hand and upon the left, ; 
_ The Spiritgferrourand delufion in our Neighbour Land, 
in the poJice of Saran hath vailed it ſelf in many , gnder the 
mask of holineſſeand is in the-rigreous and, wiſe diſpenſa= 
tion of Gad,, armed with power , and attended with ſuc- 
ceſle : Therefore all the Inhabitants of this land would la- 
bour for-more knowledge , and moreloye of the truth, 
without which they may eafily be, deceived , audled. into 


tentation, and would learn ro, diſtinguiſh berwixr the ſhew 


and power of godlineſſe. Weknow thattherebe many in 


England who be truly godly, and mourn with'us forall the 
.crrours and abominations thar are in that land”, Bur iris 
- without controverſie ,' that rhat Spiric which harh ated 1 


the Courſes and Connie of theſe, who have. retarded an 
obſtruted rhe work of God, dilpiſed the Covctant: forced 
the Parliament, murthered the King , changed rhe civill | 
Government , and eſtabliſhed ſo vaſt a Tgleration in Reli= 


| 99 - cannot be theSpirit of Righteouſnefle andHolineſle, 


ecaule it reaches not men to live godly and righteouſly,bur 


.drawes them aſide into exrour-and make them ro bring forth 


the bitter fruits of impiety and iniquity and therefore ought 
tO be avoyded. And not only are ſuch of our Nation as 
travailein our Neighbour-land , to take heed'unto theme 
ſelves that they receive not infeCtion from ſdchas are lea= 


wened with Errour , but theſe alſo wholive at' home . eſ- 


pccially inthoſe places where SeCtaries, upon pretext of 


.merchandiſe, and other civill imploymentrs, ordinarily 

raffique and converſe. Neither needs any man to beafraid 

{ of the power and ſucceſlz of party , Neither needs any 
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man to beafraid of the power and ſucceſle of thatſparty, they 
who have gadded about ſo much to change their way ,- ſha 
erelong beaſhamed; The Lord hath rejected therr confi- 
dences, and they ſhall notproſper in them;' How farre they 
may. proceed in theit Reſolunons and Aftings apainſt this 
Kingdome , is inthe hand of the moſt hjgh 3 If the Lord 
thall fuffer that party to invade thiszland, it may be the com- 
Fort and incouragement of all the Inhabirints thereof , thax- 
Not only hath that unlawtullengagemevr againſt the King- 
dom of Eupland been declared againſt, and condemned both 
by Kirkand State ; butalſo that thefe men can pretend no 
quarrel! againſt us, unleſſe itbe , that we have adhered unto 
e Sslemn League and Covenant , from which they, have 
fo foully reyolred and backſlidden ; and thar we have borne 
ceſtimony againſt Toleration , and their proceedings in refe- 
renceto Religion and Governments and the taking away of 
the Kings life : And therefore we truſt that in ſuch a caſe 
none will be ſo farre deficient in their duty” as not to defend 
themſelyes againſt ſuch injuſt violence, and in the ſtrength 
pf the Lord to adhere unto their former principles , with 
quuch boldnes of ſpirit, and willingnefle of heart ; 1n this 
certainly. we ſhall hayc a good conſcience and the Lord ſhall 
ooo. eb  Sraargs 
* Wearenot ſo, to have the one of our eyes pon. the S6- 
Ctaries, asnot ſo hold the other upon the Malignants , they 
being an enemy more numerous, and no lefle ſubtle ang 
powerfull northe other , andat this time more dangerous 
unto us» not onely becauſe. experience hath proven thar 
there 1s 2 greater aptitude and inclination.in theſe of onr 
Land , to complie with Malignauts then -SeQarics in that 
they carry on their wicked defignes under a pretext of being 
for theKing 3; Butalſobecauiſe there bermany of them in our 
own bowels , .and for that they doe pretend to be for main- 
renance ofthe Kings Perſon and Authority , and ( which1s 
the matter of our grife ) becauſe the King ownes their prin- 
Ciples and wayes; which if itbe nor raken heed unto , may 
rove a great ſnare, and dangerous tentation' to many to 
Fde with them againſt the Lords people , and his cauſe. 
The conſtatittenour of the carriage of theſe in this land an 
MR ear _ 
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fand for the Cauſe of God; are undeniable argumenes of 
it | th=ir affection to Monarchy , and to that Royall Family and 
g- | Line wich hath ſweyed the Sceprer of this Kingdom for ma= 
ny hundreds of yeers paſt, Albeir his Majeſtic who lately 
is reigned » refuſed to harkento thet: juſt defires., yet did they 
rd | with much patience and Moderation of mind , ſupplicate 
_and ſolicite his Majeſty for ſatisfattion in theſe things that 


ar | concern Religion and the Covenant, and'were ſtill willing, 
A that upon ſatisfaction given , he ſbould be admitted ro the 
th exerciſe of his power; and whatſoever envie and malice ob= 
io | jets ro the contrary , were carefull to ger afſurance concer= 
o | - ning the ſafety oſhis Majeities Perſon , when they broughe 
_ their Army of England; and when notwithſtanding of that 
1 aſſurance , -the prevailing party of Sectartes were acting for 
Þ. his life; did ro the utmoſt of their power , endeayour by 
of theirCommiſſioners that there might havebeen no ſuch pro= 
ſe ceeding , And when their defires and endeavonrs were not 


d ſ\uccesfull , did proteſt and bear teſtimony againſt the ſame. 
th And, as both Kirk and State had teſtified their tender re(- 
h | pet to his Majeſty who now reigns, by their Lerrers written 
is | - tohim whilſt his Father was yet living,!So noſhr oner did the 
11 | Parliamentheare of his Fathers death, bur they did with 
| all ſolemnity proclaim him Kiug of theſe Kingdoms 5 And 
ko | afterthey had acquainted his Majefty by Meſſages with their 


y | proceedings herein, Commiſſioners were ſent borh from 
d State and Kirk inftruted with power and Commiſſion to 
s expreſle the affeCtion of this Kingdome to Monarchy, and 
: his Majeſties Perſon and Goverment , rogether wirh their 
F defires concerning the ſecurity of Religion, and the Peace 
r of thoſe Kingdoms. Andalbeir the defires of both which 
g are uow publiſhed ro the world , with his Majeſties-anſwers 
r. | thereto, areſuch as are moſt juſt and neceſſary; yer the 
- | - Counſelsof the malignant party had ſogreat influence upon 


s | his Majeſty, thathisanſwers arenor only nor ſatisfaftory , 
j- but ſhort 'of that which wasjmany rimes granted by his. Royal 
y | Father . andcannot be acquieſcedunto, unlefſe we would 
o | abandonthe League and Covenant, and betray Religion, 
> | andrhecauyle of God. | 
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We hold it the duty of all who live 1n this Land,to wreſtle. 


with God inthe hehalfe of the King , that he may be recove- 


red our of the ſnare of evill Counſell,, and brought to give” 


ſarisfaction to the publick defires.of Kirk and Stare; andin 
their places and ſtations to uſ2 all endeavours:with himſelfe 
andothers for that effect,and to be willing, upon ſarisfattion 
given, to admit him to the exerciſe of his power, andcheer- 
- Fully to obey him'in all things according to the will of God , 
and the lawes ofthe Kingdom , and to do every thing that 
rendsto the preſervation of his Majeſties Perſon , and juſt 
greatnefle and Aurhority, in the defence and preſervation 
of the rrue Religionand Liberties of the Kingdomes. 

But if his Majeſty , or any having ,, or pretending power 


and Commiſſion from him, ſhall invade this Kingdom, 
- upon pretext of eſtabliſhing him in the exerciſe of his Royal - 


power , asit will be anhigh provocation againſt God to be 
acceſlary or afliſting thereto.» ſo will it be a necesſary. duty 
ro refilt and oppoſe the ſame, Weknow that many are ſo 
forgetfull of the oath of Gad , and ignoranr and careleſs of 
the intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt and the Goſpel , and doe ſolirtle 
render that which concerns his Kingdom and the Privileges 
thereof, and doſo much doteupon abſolute and Arbitrary: 
Government for gaining their own ends, and ſo much ma- 
ligne the Inſtruments of the work of Reformation, that they 
wouid admit his Majeſty to the exerciſe of hisRoyalpower 
uponany termes whatſoever,though with never ſo much pre- 
judice to Rellyion, and the Liberties of theſe Kingdomess 
and would rhink it quarrell- enough ito make War upon all 
thoſe who for conſciences ſake cannot condeſcend thereto, 
Bur Wedefire all theſe who fear the Lord, and mind to keep 
thet rn Govenant 1mparrially to, conſider theſe things which 
followes. * BHDH. 

x. That as Magiſtrates and their power is ordained of God, 
ſo are they in the exerciſe thereof, not to walk according to 
theirowne will , butaccordingto the Law of equity and 
righteousneſſe , as beingrhe Miniſters of G O D for the 
ſafety of his People; Therefore a boundles and illimitted 
| powerisro be acknowledged in no King nor Magiſtrate 3 
Neither is Our King to þe admitted to the exerciſe of his 

__ | _ power 
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' lament of King James the 6, That all Kings, Princes of: 
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power as long 3s he refuſes. ro. walk in-zhe-&dminiſtration 
of the ſame according to. this rule /, and rhe eſtabliſhed 
Laws of rhe Kingdom, thac his' Subjefts may live under 
him aquier and and peaceable life" in all Godlineſſe- acd 
honeſtie. _ 435151 Fw ; 

2, There isane muruall Obligation and Stipulation be- 
twixtthe King and his People; As both of them are tied te 
GOD), ſocach of rhemare tied one taanorher for theper- 
formance of mutnall and reciprocall dutics : According to 
this ,: Itis Sature and Ordained in the 8, Act of the I. Par» 


ftrates whatſoever , halding therr place , which hereafter zh 
pen in any tems to R aign and beare rite over this Realm , at "I 
of their Coronation and receipt of their Princely- Authority-, make 
their faithfull promiſe by Oath in the preſence of the EternallG O D 
that during: the whole courſe of they lives , they oa wh the ſame 
Eternall-G O D to the utmoſt of their power, , according as be hath 
required in bis moſt Holy VVord contained inthe Old and New Tefta- 
ment, Et according tothe ſame Word, shall maintain the trueReligion 
- of Chriſt Jeſus, the Preaching of His moſt Holy VV ord , and due aud 
rht miniſtration of His Sacraments now received and Preached 
within their Realm, Andsþall abolich and gainſt and all falſe rel 
gioncontraryto the ſame, : And shall rule the people committed ts thear 
charge according tothe VVill and Command of .G O D revealedinbis 
Word jand accorging to the laudable Lawes and Conſtitutions recerved 
within this Realm And hall procure to the utmoſt of their power ro 
the Kirk, of God and the whole Chriſtian People ,. true and perfe# 
peace mm all time comming. And that Fuſtice and Equity be keeped 


; toall creatures without exception. Which Oath was (worn, 


firit by King Tames the 6, and afterwards by King Charles at 
his Coranatton , and 1s inſerted-in our Nationall Covenant, 
which was approven by the King who lately Reigned » As 
long therefore as his Majeſty who now Reignes, refuſes to 
hearken to the juſt and neceſſary defires of Stare and Kirk 
propounded to his Majeſty for the Security of Religton, | 
and ſafety of his People , and toengage and: oblige himſelf, 
for the performance of his Daty to his People, Ir is confo- 
nant to. Scriprure and reaſori-and the Laws of the King- 
dom , that they ſhould refuſe EY him to the excrge 
5 45 0 
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of his Government , untill he ;give ſatisfaRtion in thets | 


thrags- 

3* Inthe League and Covenant which hath been ſo ſolem« 
iy (worneand renewed by this Kingdom , the Durie of de- 
Fending and preſerving the Kings Majeſtics Perſon and Au- 
rhoriy 1s joyued with, and ſubordinat unto the dutie of 
preſerving and defending the true Religion and Liberties of 


rhe Kingdoms: And therefore his Majeſtie ftandingiin ope 


ſition to the juſt and neceſſary publick deſires concerning 
Religion and Liberties, it were a manifeſt Breach of Coyes 
nant , anda preferring of the Kings intereſt to the intereſt 
of Jeſes Chriſt, to bring him to the exerciſe of his Royal pos 
wer , which he , walking in a contrary way, and being com- 
paſſed about with Malignant Counſels, cannot but employ 
unto the prejudice andruin of borh, 

4. Was notan Arbitrary Governtnent and unlimited pos 
wer » the fountain of moſt of all the Corruprions both in 
Kirk and State ? And was itnot for reſtraint of this, and for 
their own juſt defence againſt Tyranny and injuſt violence, 
which ordinarily is the fruit and effett of ſuch a power ,rhat 
the Lords People did joyn in Covenant , and bave been at 
the expenſe of ſo much blood , pains and treaſure thefeye ers 
paſt > And if his Majeſtie ſhould be admitted to the exerciſe 
of his Government before ſatisfaGtion given, were it not 
xo putin his hand that Arbitrary Power, which we have 
upon juſt and neceflary grounds been ſo long withſtanding, 
and ſo to abaridon our former Principles, and betrary ' our 
Cauſe ? x ; 

5. The King being averſe from the Work of Reformation 
and the inſtruments thereof, and compaſſed abour with Ma- 
1gnant and disaffefted men , whom he hearkens unto as his 


moſt faithfu!l Counſellers, and looks upon as his beſt and_ 


moſt Loyall Subjetts, Weleave it roall indifferent men ro 
Judge, whether his Majeſtie.,, being admitted to rhe ex- 
erciſe of his Power before ſatisfaction given , would not 
by ſuch Counſells endeayour an overturning of the things 


which GO D bath wrought amongſt us, and labour to. 


draW publick adminiſtrations concerning Religion and the 


Iiberttes ofghe SybjeA , ynto that courſe an channall - 
.- 
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| thatarc propounded to hisMajeftie for ſecuring of Relighes: 


which they did run under,Prelacie, and before the Work of 
Reformation : Which we have the more cauſe re fear , be-. 


cauſe his Royall Farher'did ſo often declare , that he con= 


ceived himſelfbound to employ all the power thar G O'D 
ſhould put in his hands ro the urmoſt- for theſe ends; and 


that he adheres as yet ro his Fathers Principles , 'and walkes 


in bis way , and hath made a Peace with the Irirh Rebels, 
by which is granred uuto them rhe full liberty of Popery. : 


6. Itis noſtrange nor new thing for Kingdoms to pre- 


ſerye Religion of themſelves from ruine, by purting reſtraint 
ppon the exerciſe of rhe power and Government of thoſe 
who have refuſed to prant thoſe things that were neceſſary 
fot the good of Religion'; and the Peoples ſafery; There 
have bin many precedents of itin this and other nations' of 
old;and of lare, Upon theſe and other important confidetatio 
ons, Itſhall be the wiſdom of every one who dwell in the 
Land,to rake heed of ſuch a temptation & ſnare; that they be 
nor acceflory-ro any ſuch defignes or endeavours» as thiey. 
would not bring upon themſelves , atid upon their famnlies, 
the'guilt of all the derrimenr that will undoubtedly follow 
thereupon to Religion and the Covenant, and of all-rhe 
miſeriesand calamiries that 1t will bring upon his Majeſties 
Perfon'and Throne, and upon theſe Kingdoms 3 Such a 
thing would inall appearance be the undermining and ſha- 
king-- if not the overthrowing and deſtroying of the work 
ofReformation:And therefore whoſoever attempt the ſame, 
oppoſe' themſelves to. the Cauſe of GOD, and will at laſt 
dath againft the Rock of the LORDS Power, which 
hath broken in pieces many high and1ofty ones ſince the be- 
ginning* of this work in theſe Kingdotns :' And it is unta 


'lsa\ure Word of Promiſe, | That whoſoever thall affociate 
themſelves, or takefcounſel together, or gird themſelves 


againſt GOD and His Work, ſhall be brokenin pieces. 


It is not onelyjoyning in Arms with the Malignant par- 
ne, thatall theſe who would en free wa hath need 


to beware of » bur alſo ſubtil devices and deſignes ; thatase 


promoted by fair pretexts and perſwaſions to draw' men to 


diſpenſe at leaſt with ſome part of theſe neceſfariedefires, 


bo; 
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iAﬀeer many turnings and deviſes the foundation of cheup;f 
Jawful Engagement wasart laſt laid by his Majeſties Concefs 
fions in the year 1648. Wherein though many things ſeem. } | 
edro be granted » yet that was denyed , withoutwhich Res ſj, 
ligionand the Union berwixt the Kingdoms could nothave [;þ 
been ſecured: Anditis probable, thar ſuch a way maybe | gi 
_aflayed again , and proſecuted with very muca cunningand | & 
$kill ro deceive and 1nſnare the ſimple. It doth therefore Þ'@ 
concerneall'ranks and cagditions of perſons ro be the more | ;þ 
warie and circumſpect , eſpecially, in that which concerny || q 
the National Covenant, and the Solemn League and Cove« ju 
nant, thatbefore his Majeſtic be admitted tothe exerciſe | þ; 
of his Royal Power , that by and attour the Oath of Coro- | ;« 
nation , he ſhall aſſureand declare. by his SolemnOarh un- | 
. der his hand and ſeal his allowance of the National Cove» | y 
mant, and of the Solemn League and Coyenant, 'andobli- Þ 1 
rion to proſecute the ends thereof in his Station and Calb | ye 
Ing, and that he ſh1ll for himſelf and his ſucceſfours , con- | & 
ſencand agree to Actsof Parliament » 1njoyning the Solemp || th 
League andCoyenanr, and fully Eſtablithing Presbyterial | þ, 
Government, the Direory of Worſhip, the Confeffion | ,, 
of Faich and Catechiſme , as theyare approven by the Gene- | xe 
-ral Afſembly of this Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdom, | ,) 
in all his Majeſties Dominions , and that he ſhall obſerve | « 
theſe in his own Praftiſe and Familie , and that he ſhall nes | þ 
ver make oppoſition;to any of theſe, nor endeayour: pl 

\change thereof. Albeitthe League and Covenant be Jef. 
piſed by that prevailing party in England, and.the Work of | y 
7 tr darvn thorow the retardements and obſtructions that } 
have comein the way , bealmoſt forgotten by theſe King- | tt 
doms > yetthe obligation of that Covenant isperperual, and | a 
all the duties contained therein are conſtantly to be minded A 8 
and proſecute by every one of usandour poſterity , accor | 
ding to their place and ſtations: And therefore we areno | n, 
leſſe zealouſly to endeavour , that .his Majeſtie may Eſta* | y 
'bliſh, and ſwear , and ſubſcribe the ſame, thenif it were | .a1 
unanimouſly regarded and ſtuck unto byal} the Kingdom of 
Exgland , for his Majeſtie ſwearing and ſubſcribing the Le- 
ague and Covevant, will much contribute fog the Securighg 
E 1 $//* 
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un-FReligions his Majeſties bappineſſe, and the Peace of hi - 
el*Fkingdoms. | 


As it isincumbent ro all, who live in this Kirk and Kings 


= | jom to bewarchful an dcircumſpet, ſoit concerns theſe of 


the High and Honourable Courr of Parliament &their Com- 
mittees,in a ſpeciall way toſee to their duty, & robe ftraighs 
& reſolure intheperformance of the ſame;Their former pro- 
ceedingsis unto usa ſufficient evidence and ground of hope ,. 
that they will not be wanting in any neceſlary teſtimony of 
dutic and Loyalty that they oweto the King, by uſing all 
juſt and ſeaſonable endeavoures for obtaining ſatisfaQtion of 
his Majeſtie » that ſo he may be eſtabliſhed upon his Thro- 
nes; And we truft , that upon the other hazid, the fence of 
their obligation to God, and his Oath that is upon them s 
wil make them conſtantly ro adhere to their former princt- 
ples reſoJutions,and defires concerning Religion andtheCo- 
venant , that real ſatisfaftion may be had thereanent , be= 
fore the King be put in theexerciſe of his powers And thay 
they will carefully provide for the ſafery of rhe Kingdom» 
both in regard of the inteſtine dangers , and in regard of in. 
vafion without ; Ir is not long ſince they together with the _ 
relt of the Land , made ſolemn publick Confeſſion of Come 
pliance with Malignants, carnal confidence, followin 
of ſelf intereſts, and hearkening to the Counſels of fleſhan 
blood , and didina ſpecial way engage themfelvesto com= 
ply, and ſeek themſelyes and their own things no more» 
toabandon the counſels of their own hearts, and not to rely 
upon the Arm of fleſh, and to purge Judicatories and Armies 
from Profane and ſcandalous perſens; And God forbid that 
they ſhould ſo ſoon forger, or negle& ſo'necesſary duties 
and fall again unto ſo great and grievous transgrefſions. We 
truſt that they will ſeek the things of CHRIST, and not 
their own things, thatthey will hearken rofis' Word, and 
not walk 1n the imaginations af their own hearts, that they 
vill relieupon the Arm of the LORD; and noruponthe 
'arm of fleth-, thar:they will —_—_ circumſpec in 
e 


decerrivg the! diſpoſitions and affeCtions ef'thofe whom 


they pur1n truſt; and that, ſeeing this Kingdom hath ſo'muck 
nf, ted, & been ſo often deceived by complyage with Mite 
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lignants,ghey will carefully avoid this ſnare, inregard of thy 
whowere npon the former unlawful Engagement, & be req 
der in bringing in of ſuch; And wee cannot but exhort the 
in the Name of the LORD, to take notice of theOpprefſlicy 


of the People and Commons in the Land , bythe lawlefi 


exactions of Land- Lords, Collectours and Souldiers. Weg 


not juſtifie the murmurings and grudgings of thoſe; who, 


preferring the things ofthe world to the Goſpel and Ws 


of Jeſus Chriſt , repine at neceſſary burthens , without which 


It is not potlible that the Land can 'be ſecured from invaſion 
withour and inſurrettion within , or the Cauſe and People 
of GOD be defended from enemies : It is the duty 
of eyery one who hath taken the Coyenant , willingly and 
with a cheerfull minde to beſtow their means and their pains 


_ as they ſhall ibe called thereunto » in an orderly way : Ye 


ſhould theſe to whom God hath commirred the Govern. 
ment , take carre that they be not needleflely burthened, 


and that none grind theirfaces by oppreflion , noronly by | 


making of Layes againft the ſame , bur by ſearching outof 
the cauſe of the poor , and by executing theſe Lawes tins 
oulily upon theſe thae oppreſſe them , that they may find 
real redreſſe of their juſt gievances and complaints, andbe 
ax99rv*"1,9p to bear thole burthens which cannot be a+ 
voyaed. | | 
« As the Parliament have begun, ſo we hope they will 
continue, to purge out all theſe from truſt , thatare note 
known integrity and affection to the cauſe of God , andof 
a blameleſſe and Chriſtian converſation , and thar they and 
the officers of the Army in their reſpeCtive places , willſe* 
Tiouſly mind , and ſpeedily and reſolutely goe about the 
removing frota the Army all malignant frnalow perſons, 
and alſo the removing of Seftaries when any ſhall be found 
&herein , thatthey may give real evidence that 'they did not 
deal deceitfully; with God; in the day that they engaged 
themſclvesrthereto. | | fro 032. BR 

; Albeitwe hope and pray that thoſe who beare charge In 
our Army, will-from the remembrance of the-Lords goods 
nefle to them , and the honour rhat he hath pur upon ttiety 


. endeavour to Carry themſelves faighfully , and ſtraightfs 
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had Yet it cannor be unſeaſonable ro warn themt o take heed 6f 
| tentations , and to beware of ſnares that they be not drawn 
-|| toindifference or neutrality in the cauſe of God ; much lefſe 
'Y unto connivance at, or compliance with the conrſes and 
defignes of malignants or Sectaries, but to ſtick Cn 
1 the ſame» and to be zealous againſt all the enemies and 
verſaries thereof : And it concerns ſouldiers to be content 
| With their wages, and to doe violencetono man , bur as 
id they are called unto rhe defence of the cauſe and people of 
God, ſoto behave themſelves in ſuch a blamleſſe and Chri- 
ale | flizn way, that their carriage may be a reſtimony to his 
ity cauſe, and a comfort to his people 3 So ſhall our Armies 
nd | proſper , and the Lord ſhall goe out with them. _ | 
ing | Bur moſt of all it concerns the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
{| whom God hath(called to give warning to his peoplero look 
n- | totheir duty 3 Iris undeniably true, that many of theevils 
4, | wherewith this Kirk and Kingdome. harh beer afflifted in 
by |. Our 28 » bayve come to paſſe becauſe of the negligence of 
of | ſome, and cOrruptions of others of the Miniſtry ; Whileſt 
n+ | ſome fell aſleep, and were carelefſe, and others were cove- 
ag | 20us and ambitious , the evil man broughr in Prelacy » and 
be | the Ceremonies , & had farre promoted the Service-Book , 
+ | 28d the!Book of Cannons; and the courſe of backfliding and 
. | revolting was carried'on, untill it pleaſed God to ſtirreup 
ſl | the ſpirits of theſe few , who ſtood inthe gapto oppoſe and 
-of refit rhe ſame, and to begin the work of Reformation ir 
\of | the Land; Smce which time; the fGilence of ſome Mini- 
nd | fters, andcompliance of others , hath had great influence 
ſe» | Vpon the backſliding of many amongſt the people, whoup- 
the | on. the diſcovery of the eviJl of their way , complain tha 
ns; | *hey gor not warning, or that if they were warned by ſome, 
ind | Qthers held their Peace , 'or didjuſtifie them in the courſe 
a& | @ftheirbackNiding; we canlook upon ſuch Miniſters no 
;ed otherwiſe then upon thoſe that are gwlty of the blood of the 
; | Lords people, and with whom the Lord will reckon for' all 
in | the breach of Covenant, and defeQtionthar hath been inthe 


a Land, . The Prieſts lips ſhould preſerve kuowledge; and 
m1 they ſhould ſeek the law at-his mouth, for he is the meſſens 


| gerofche Lord of Hoſts 3 But ſuchare departed our of the 
_— | way 
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" way , and hath cauſed many toſtumbleat the Law , thes | 


-refore hath theLord made them contemtible and baſe before 
all the people: acccording asthey have not kept his wayes , 
' but-have been partiall in his law ; Becauſe they have loft 
. their favour, he hath caſt our many of them as unſavoury 
_falr: But ſnch as have been faithfull . as he hath preſerved 
. from. the vialenceand fury of men, ſo hath he verified hjs 
word in their mourhs , both againſt his enemies , acd con» 
cerning his people and his work ; And makes them ſee, 
. though not all their defires concerning the Goſpel , and the 
work of God in the land yer very much of the fruit of theix 
labour » by preſerving the dorine and all the ordinances 
Jeſus Chriſt in their purity , and adding in ſome meaſure 
thereto the power and life thereof. We doe rhzrefore 
Charge all the Miniſters of the land , before God and the 
' Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who ſhall judge the quick and thedead 
at his appearing in his Kingdom , as in everything to been- 
\ ſamples ofa good converſation , and to walk withour of« 
fence » that the miniſtry be not blamed 3 So to take heed 
um the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath madethem 
overſeers, todeclare unto them all che Counſell of God, 
and togive them timous warning, concerning every danger 
and duty, and to hold forth unto them the ſolid grounds of 
reall conſolation, by which they may be encouraged and 
comforted 1n all their trials and aflitions ; that they may 
be free of the blood of all men, and have this as a groundof 
.rejoycing , even the teſtimony of their conſciences, 
that 1n ſimplicity and godly pureneſſe, not with fleſhly 
wildome , but by the grace of God they have had rhetr con- 


yerſation in the. world , and have exhorted and {comfore : 
ted and: charged every one committed unto them a Fae | 


ther doth his childrren, Efpecially ; Mininifters are 
to be careful to be much indiſcovering the remprations', 
and prefiing the dutics of the times thattheſe who are 
under their charge. may know what to avoid, and what 
ro embrace and purſue: If all rhe Watchmen in the Land 
ſhall give warning, and blow the Trumpet at once, irfhall 
not be caſte far ,enemies-to-prey upon the people 'of Gods 
Wee know no cauſe why any whous Ged hath called A 

| preach. 


of 
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preach the Goſpel , ſhould be afraid to ſpeak boldly inthe - 
Nays of the Lord; ſince God hath given ſo manifeſt atelit- 


* ES 


Albeit the Land be invelved in many difficulties; ard: 


_ compaſſed abour with great and iminent dangers , yet there 


is hope and ground of conſolatian concerning; this thing. , 


'The Lord is inthe midſt of us, and we are called by his 


name, our cares hear the joyfull ſound of the. Goſpel, and _ 
and oureyes ſeeour Teachers. ; We behald the arms of the 


Tord ſtretched ourdaily'in working ſalvation for his peoples 


and anſweringtheir defires upon their enenyes byterrible-, 
things in righreouſnefſe ; Although we be bur few.in.num-. 
ber, yerthe Lord ofHoſtsis withus, andinghe power of 

kis ſtrenth we ſhall be able toprevaile; Although our ſand be 
defilied with fin , yer we have not been forſakeng;of the Lord 

our God , but he hath alwayeshad compattionupanus , and. 
dlivered us in all our diſtreſles; Although ſome ofunder= 
ſtanding fall ;, it is but to iry » and 40.purpge. andro, make 
white eventothe end, becauſe it is yer fora time.appointed; 

Although many. cleaye tous by flatteries ». yer there bea 

rem nant who keep their integrity , and theLord;thall doe 

ood ro theſe that be good » hut{uchas turn aide to crooked 

Wayes , ſhall be led forth with. the workers af iniquity. 

' The Lords people in Ernplandang Ireland , who adhere'to 

the cauſe and Govenant, may" ber NED 

not be forſaken; 


they py oy caſt down ». but fhall not be deſtroyed: And 
h nmformity, and the work of Reformationin theſe 
Jands , ſeem nor only to de retarded , but almoſt plucktup 


'by the roots, and the foundation thereof-razed ; Yet the 
ſced which the Lord hach ſowen there , ſhall again take 
 zoor downward , and bear fruit upward, The zeal of the 
Lord of Hoſts ſhall performe this. - 
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30. July1649. Antemeridiem Sef. 3S .. 
«AF coucerning Catechiſing. - 


þ Thiotugrige Aſſembly taking ro their ſerious Confide- 
ration! rhe great darkneflſe and Ignorance, 'whereina 
great part .of this Kingdom lyeth , rogether with che late 
Solemn Engagement, to vſe all means for remedy thereof, 
doe ordaine every Minifter with aſſiſtance of the Flders of 
their ſeverall Kirk ſeffions to take courſe, that in every houſe 
where there is any who can read, there be at leaſt one Copie 
of the Shorter and Larger Catechiſme , Confeffion of Faith 
and DireQorie for Familie. worſhip. And doerenew the 


AQ of the Aﬀſemblic Auguſt 30. 1639. fora day of weeklie 
COND be conſtantly obſerved.in e ey Kick, And 


that every Miniſter ſo Order their Catetherick Queſtions, 
as thereby the People, (who doe. not conyeen all at one 
time butby tirns unto that exerciſe ) may at every dyet 
have the <hief heads of faving knowledge in a ſhort view 
preſented untothem, And the Afembly, confidering that 
notwithſtanding of their former A, theſe dyers of weekly 
Carechifing are much ſlighred and negleted by many Mi- 


nifters throughout this Kingdome , Doe therefore Appoint 


and Oren every Presby ery , to take rriall of all the mi- 
-niſters within.their bounds onceau leaſt in the -halfe year, 
whither they be carefull trokeep weekly dyets of Catechi= 
ſing : Atid ifthey ſhall finge apy of their qupaber negligenv 
herein they ſhalladmogith for the firſt fault , and, if after 
ſuch admonition they ſhalf nor aviend , The Pregbyterie 
for the ſecond faulr ſhall rebuke them figiphy » andit 
after ſuch rebuk2 they doe not yet amend, they ſhall. be 
falbendads — ameng , « 


i 


pp 
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Aſſembly , thag: « qb7. 
4 Aug. 1649, Antemeridiem Seff. 40. 
Commiſſion for publicke Afﬀanres. 


T He Generall Afſemblie Conſidering how neceſlary it i8 
for preſervarion of Religion in this Kingdom , and 
proſecytion of the work of unifortmity in all his Majeſties 
dominions, That the Commiſſions formerly granted to 
that effet be renewed : Therefore they doe nenew the 
q power and Commiſſion granted for the Publick affairs of the 
Kirk by the Generall Aſſemblies held at Saiut Andros 1642. 
andat Edinburgh, 1642 , 1644, 1645, 1646, 1647. and 
1648 , unto the Perfons following viz. Maſters Alex. Rot 
hck, John Murray, Thomas Lundie, Job Freebairne, Geo: Mur- 
tay. Harie Livingfion, William Macjore, Hew Henderſon Satmel 
Anſtine: Gavin Young, David Laing, VVilliam Maxwell, Tohn 
Macleland ,” James k.rving ,. Robert Ferguſon, Tohn Scot, Thomas 
V/yhie, Hew Eccles, Jahn Bell, John Nevoy, VViliam Gutherie , - 
John Hammaltonm . Hew Peebles Alex: Dunlope , Haxie Semple, 
David Diekſen, Patrick Gilleſpie, lames Durham, Robert Baillie 
WVyiliam Hanmileoun , Francis 4ird , Lames Naſintth, Richard 
Ivelis , ViVilkem Summervail Evan Cameron, Robert Blair , 
Samuel Rutherfeord , Tames VVood, lobn Macgilt Elder , Alex. 
Balfottre, Williem Rom lohn Moncriefe. Fredrick, Carmichaell 
| Herie Wilke,Wilkam Oliphant George Pitts Jobn Robiſon, lames + 
| Thomifone, Waliiam Rates Da: Campbell. 4ndro Cant, Jo; Men- 
| es, AndraAbercromby , Robert Sheyn , William Forbes , Tohns 
Paterſon, ' Duncan | orbes, W% ill. Chalmers, iobn \nnand. Wilts 
Falconer , Murdoch Mackenzie , Robert ] amefon, Gilbert Mar* 
| hell, Fo. Dallee , Wil. Smyth» Robert Hume , Tho. Suintoun , 
| James Stratoun , Jo: Douglaſs » James Guthrie , Tho Donaldſon , 
Wilk Tame{an , John Living ftoun . !obn Scot , A\ngro Dunkeſon, 
lebn Dalzell > Arthur Forbes , |ames Fleming , iames Roviſen , 
- | Hew Campbel; Robart i auglaſſe, Mungo aw , George Leſlie » 
| John Adamſon, Janes Hanmiltoun, 1 n Smyth, Hew Macketls 
Geo: Hurchifon Patrick Fleming , Tobn Hay Ephraim Metvill , 
lon Row , Gilbert Hall, George Beret . Kenneth Logie, John 
Soferd Miniſters Ae Marguſerf Ages v 
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.... Humeof VVedderbnrne, L aird of Edzell, Laird of Nidrie , Sir 
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 Majzſties domintonsto a happy concluſion conform to the 


.xow the7. of this inſtant , 'and thereafter uponthe ſecond 
Wedneſday of Novemb. February and Muy next ,: and upon | 
-any other day, andin any other place they ſhall chink fit: 
- Giving alſo unto them full power , to ſend Commiſſioners 


X $9 the Kingdom of England roſecuting the Treatie of 
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E, of Sutherland, Alex. E. of Eglintoun, Tobn E. of Cafſ”ſs, VÞ;1. 
E. of Lothian,chs Viſcount of Arbuthnet,Das L. Eleho 
Lo. Briehen , Rob: Lo.Burly z James Lo. Couper ,: Sir Archald 
088 of V/Varifloun Clerk Regiſter , Sir Damel Carmichael 
heſaurer Depute , Sir John Hope of Craighall, Mr, George 
VVinraham of Libbertounn ; Mr Alex, Perſon of Southbal, Alex. 
Brodie of that ilk » four of the ordinary Lords of the Seſſion, 
Arthur Ershen of Scotſcrage , Laird of VVauchtoun , Sir David 


IVVilliam Scot of Harden, Laird of Greenheid: Laird of Freeland, 
Laird of Ceſnock , Sr. Fames Stewart of Kirk-field , the Laird 
of Sumtoun younger , Laird of Eight , Sir James Fraſer , Sir 
Thomas Ker ,, Laird of Ferme , Sir-Rob, Adair, Sheriff of Ti« 
viotdail younger , Tutor of P:tſligo , Sir John Chieſly , Laird 
of Exgliſtorn, Laird of Leſlis younger, Laird of Dunbeth, La. 
of VVetertoun , Sir Jo. Smyth: Mr Rlex. Colvill of Blair, VVhit 
Þank younger , La. of Grenock , Gallosbiels younger , Buch- 
ehantie , Grachlaw , Cloberhil , Dalſerf., Mr Robert Burnet 
younger , Mr Tho. Murray , Jamas Eleis, David Kennedie, 
Alex. Jaffray , James Sword , George Porterfei'd ., Mr Rob. Bar- 
clay, Hew Kennedey , VVill. Glendoning , Thomas Machirnie , 
Rob. Lockart, Er James Campbel., Jobn Carſane,, Fobn Boſwel, 
D. Ale x. Donglaſſe , Mr Alex. Skeen , VVilliam Broun Elders 
Giving unto them full Power and Commiſſion to-do alland 
every thing for preſeryation of the Eſtabliſhed Doarine , 
Diſcipline , Worſhip and Governmenrin this Kirk, agaitiſt 
all who ſhall endeavour to introduce any thing contrarie 
thereunto; And for proſecuting , advancing , perfecting 


and bringing the works of uniformitie in Religion in all his 
former Commiffions granted by preceding Aſſemblies thes 
reanent. q | 

_. Andto that effeR appoints them or any nineteen of them 
Whereof 13. ſhall be Miniſters, to meet in this Cirie ro mor= 
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 _ Aſſembly, 1649: 469, 
CUniformitieas they ſhall find conveniencie; and to give 
j | fnſtruftions and Commiliions to thar effe& conform to. for- 
mer: Commifſiones granted. thereanent : And Likewiſe in 
F cale delinquents have noconftantreſidence in any one Preſ- 
| | byterie, or ifPresbytencs benegligent or overawed , in- 
70 theſe caſes The Aſſembly gives to the perſons before named 
> | powerof cenſuring Compliers 8 perſons disaffefted to the 
Covenant, according to the Actsof the Afﬀembly , Decla 


F ringalwayesand providing , that Miniſters ſhall not be De« 
i | peſcd, butinoneof the quarterliemeetings of chis Com- 
l, mitiion 3 And further authorizes them as. formerlie , with 
d full power to make Supplications , Remonſtrances; De=- 
ir | clarations and Warnings, toIndict Faſtsand Thanksgivings 
= | asthere ſhal be cauſe, toproreſt againit all encroachmenrs 
d | upon tie Liberties of the Kirk, and ro Cenſure all ſuch as 
| Interruptthis Commullion or any other Church Judicatorie, 
» | ortheexecution of their Cenſures, or of any other ſenten- 


ces or Acts Ifluing from them; And with full powerto them 
+ | totreatand Determine'1n the Matters referred unto them by 
.- | this Aſſemblie, as fullic and freelie as if the ſame were here 
- | fullyexpreſſed, and with as ample power as anie Commil(- 
fion ofanie former Generall Aſſemblies hath had or been in 
l, | uſe of before: Declaring alſo thatall oppoſers of the Au- 
7s | thoritie ofthis Commiſſion 1n matters 1arruſted' to: them, 
d | fhullbeholden as oppoſers of the Authoritic.offthe Generall 
, | Aſemblie, and this Commiſſion in their whole Proceedings 
t | are Comptable to , and Cenſurable by the next Generall 
e | Afemblie. 


— 
, 
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- DrireForie for Elefiton of eMiniſters- 
WW Hen any Place of the Miniſtrie in a Congregation is 


n 

- VV vacant, ixis Incumbent to. the Presbyterie with all 

d diligence to ſend ons of their number to Preach .co that 

% | Congregation who in his doGrine is ro repreſent to them- ' 


* | . fieneceſlitie of providing the place with a qualified paſtor - - -_ 
"1:28 Gg3 B and _ 
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and to exhorrthem to fervent prayer and {upplicarion to rhe 


Lord that he would ſend them a Paſtor accordingrohisown 
keart: As alſoheis rofignifie thatthe Presbyrerie our of 
their care of that Flock will ſend unto them Preachers F 
whom they may Jer , and if they have a deſire ro hear any 
other. they will endeavour toprocure them an hearing of 


rhat perſon or perſones upon the ſute of the Elders to the | 


Presbyterie. | 

2, Within ſome competent rime thereafter , rhe Pres- 
byrterie 1s again to ſend one or more of their number to the 
ſaid vacapt Congregarion , ona certain day appoynted be. 


fore for that effe&t, who are to conyeen and hear ſermon the 


foxeſaid day , which being ended, and intimarion being 
made by the Miniſter , thar they are to goe abour rhe Ele- 
Qion of a paſtor for that Congregation , the Seffian of the 
Congregation ſhall m-er and proceed tothe Election , the 


ation being moderared by him that Preached, And ifthe 


eople ſhall npon the intimarion of che Perſon agreed upon 
by the Sefſian acquieſce and conſent to the ſaid perſon, 
Then the matter being reported to the Presbyterie by 
Commiſſioners ſent from the ſeflion , they are to proceed 
tothe rriall of the perſon thus Elefted , And finding him 
qualified , toadmir him to the Miniſtry in the ſaid Congre- 

dation. | 
« 2, Butif ichappen that the Major part of Congregation 
diflent from the perſon agreed upon by rhe Seffion , Inthat 
' caſe the matter ſhall he brought unto rhe Presbyterie ; who 
ſhall Judge of the ſame ; And if they doe not find their Dif- 
ſent ro be grounded on Czuflefſe prejudices. they are to ap« 
poynt anew Election 1n manner aboveſpecified. 

4. Bur if a tefler party of the Seflion or Congregation ſhew 
their diſſent from rhe EleQtion without exceprions relevant 
. and verified to the Presbyterie , Notwithſtanding rhere- 
of the Presbyterie ſhall go on to the rrials and ordination of 
the perſon eleted; Yet all poflible diligence and tender- 


neſſe muſt be uſed to bring all parties to an harmomous: 


aprecment . 


Ge It 
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| Aſiembly, 1649. PL 
- F7, Ttisto be underſtood that no perſon under the Cenſure 
of the Kirk becauſe of any ſcandalous offence is to be admit= 
ted ro have handtntheeleGion of a Miniſter. | 
. .6- Where the Congregation is disaffefted and Malig- 
wane in that caſe the Presbyterie is to provide them with a 
t I. | 
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6. Auguſt, 1649. Antemeridieps , 
Sefl. Ulr. ja 


A Brotherly Exhortation from the Genera 
= Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , to their 
Brethren. in England. 


$ H= many and great obligations which lie upon us in re= 
4 ference to our Brethren in Eng/and,who hold fat their 
integrity , and adhereto the Solemn League and Coyenant, 
together with the defire which we have toreſtifie our Syp1- 
_ pathie with them in their afflitions, and to preſerve ſo fa 
as in us lieth that fellowſhip and correſ] Af thathath 
beenentertained betwixt the Church of Scorland and England 
theſe years paſt, docall upon usand conſtrain us not to be 
- | | ilentinthis day of their trouble and diſtreſs» | 
Albeit the Lord ( who hath his fire in Zion , and his fur- 
C | naceinTeruſalem) hathnow fora long time paſt , afflicted . 
theſe Kingdoms with many & ſharp rods, and thar his wrath 
ſeemsnot yer to be turned away , but his hand ſtretched our 
y | ftill; yetinallthis, ic becomes us who live intheſe age 
i | tO wy on mouthes, neither can any impute iniquity tothe 
.. | moſt High. _ | Cs 
of Itisrather a wonder,that any mercy ſhould be continued X 
-- | and that Erg/and and Scoeland are not cutfoff from being 
is. | Nations, ſeeing the back-flidingsand proyocatiqns; of oP 
has been ſo many and ſo groſle , Alchough the Solema Lear 
x þ gue and Covenant was ſworne ard ſubſcribed.by both, yer 
F | have many inboth deſpiſed ho: Oathof GOD, as PEP 
| Gg 4 Y. 
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by the. Jateunlawfull Engagement againſt the Kingdom of 


 Exgland, contrived and carriedon by a prevailing parry of 
Ma:ignants in this Land, and by the proceedings of the. 


$cctaries in Eng/and, in reference to Religion and Governs 
Ment» 534 : ; 

— Weſhall notinfiſt upon what hith been the conditionand 
Carriage of the Lords People in this Land inreferenceto the 


late unlawfull Engagement: As wedefire to magnihie the 


powerand loyeing kindeneſſe ofthe Lord, who enabled all 
the ſudicatures'of this Church , and a conſtderable part of 
the Parliament, and the body of the Land, to difſent from, 
end bear Teſtimony againſt the ſame, which made the Hoyſe 
of Commons in their Letter directed to the laſt Generall 
- Aſſembly or their Commiſſioners, ' ro declare, that that 
Engagement could not be looked on as a Nationall breach , 
So we look upon it as a wonderof his Wiſdom and Mercy, 
har he hath dispoſed and direted the ſame for the further- 
ance of his Work in our hand, and purging his Houſe a« 
monpſt us, All this cometh forth from Jo Lord of Hoſts, 
, who is wonderfull in Counſe] and Excellent.in Working. 
* Neither wasir the leaſt part of the lords goodnefle rous, 
in thar day of our ſtrait that we were led in a plain path, 
and kept from'complyance with SeCtaries on che ene hand, 
no leſs then with Malignants onthe other. We have ob- 


tained rhis mercy to be ſteadfaſt to our old principles ; 1n 


bearing free and faithfull Teſtimony againſt rheir praceed= 
11gs, both in reference to Toleration and Government, 
and the raking away of the Kings life. 
Andas the danger and judgement which threatens rhe 
Authorsand Abetrorsof theſe things , doth affe& our Spt- 
rits with horrour, and maketh us deſire that it may be given 
to them of God to repent : So we ſhould conceive our ſel- 
ves veid of Chriſtian affeftion and compaſlion toward thoſe 
in England, who ſuffer for the truth and Cauſe of God, if 
we wete not very ſenſible of all their preſent troubles and 
ealaraities, Iris no ſmallgticfrous, that the Goſpeland 
Government of Jeſus Chriſt are ſo deſpiſed in that Land that 
faithtu}] Preachers are perſecuted and cryed down » that 
Tolcration is eſtabliſhed by pretext of Law, and maintained : 
+ 
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Military pqwer, and thar the Covenant isaboliſhedand bu-: 
ried in obliyion. All which proceedings, cannot bur be' 
looked upon asdireRly contrary to the Oath of Godlying 
upon us , and therefore cannor eſchew his Wrath when he 
ſhall comein Judgement, #0 be 4 ſwift witneſſe againſt thoſe thas- 
ſwear falſly by bis Name. | | 
Thefethings are the more grievous to us, becauſe ( be= 


 fidemany other wofull evils brought forth by them) they 


have interrupted. the building of the Lords Houſe in Eng= 
lend ; the foundation whereof was laid by Oath and Cove- 
nant with rhe moſt High God , and followed for ſome years 
with many Declarations and Proreſtationsof Faithfullad= 
hering thereto , and-with great expenſe of blood and Treas 
ſure: Which things were to all the godly intheſe Nations a 
branch of hope , that the Lord would bring to perfeftion 
the Work of Uniformity (ſo far advanced inall the parts 
thereof )- in theſe three Kingdoms. | 

Burt the great obſtructions and (ad interruptions thar haye 
been made therein , by the ſtrange anEunexpected practiſes 
of many now n placeand power in England, are to all the 
welaffected in both Kingdoms , and inalt the Churches a= 
broad , the mater of their ſorrow and humiliazion. . Andif 
there be any place left for admonition , we: Warn ſuch as 
have forgotten the Covenant, and deſpiſed the Oath of Gods 
and turned afjde toliesanderrour, to conſider whence they 
are fallen, and to repeut. Progsperity and ſucceſsfor a time. 
are no warrantable evidences of ageod Cauſe, nor {uffici- 
ent guards againſt the wrath of God; Ir is no good uſe of 
the Lords mercy for ſuch men underpretext of Liberty to 
make both themſelves and others ſlaves to corruption , and 
to make all. men both in Church and Statelike the fiſhes of . 
the Sea, or the creeping things thar bave no ruler over them. 
Are theſe things according to the Word: of God, /and the 
. pattern of the beſt Reformed Churches? Or is thar. the en- 
deavour to bring the three Kingdoms to the neareſt unifor= 
mity that may be in Doctrine , Worſhip, Government, and 

Diſcipline ; Or is that the'mainraining of the union betwixr 
the three, Kingdomes,* when the {traiteſt bond thereof is ut- | 
x:ly diſſolved and quite taken away » and the fupdamenrall 
G g5 Government - 
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Government by King and Parliament wholly overtnrned\- 


ſhall with no lefſe fury and indignation break the horn of 


ft 
The juſt God whois of pyre eyes beholds theſe things, and | n 
[7 
t] 


theſe men, then he hath broken rhe power , and brought 


down the pride of Malignants before them, 1f repentance 


prevent nor, | | f 
- Amidftheſe fors and griefes iris unto us matter of ree 
Joycing , - tharthere be many in Exg/and who mourn for all 
.theſe abominations, and labonr to keep their garments pure 
by refuſing ro comply wirh that courſe of backſliding , and 
by bearing teſtimony againſt rhe ſame. And we hope the 
expettation of ſuch , ſhall nor be disappointed, but that the 
Lord will open to them a doore for carrying on of. 
- "IH and making the lying ſpirit vw paſſe our of that 
nd. | 
- . - Andalbeit many think no otherwiſe of the Covehant and 
work of Reformation , thenas a mean to further their own 
Ends; yet weare confident , that none who holds fatt their 
antegrity , have ſolearned Chriſt , burare carefull ro make 
£onſcience of the oath of God lying on them ; And we arg 
ſure (whatever be the baſe thoughtsand expreſſions of backs 
- Nliders from the Covetant) it wants not many to own it in 
thoſe Kingdomes, who ( being called therero ) would ſeale 

the ſame with their blood. | 
— Althoughthere were none in the one Kingdome who did 
adhere to the Covenaut, yet thereby were not the other 
Kingdom nor any perſon in either of them abſolved from 
the bond thereof, fſiriceinit we have not only ſwerne by the 
Lord, but alſo covenanted with him. Ir is notthe failing 
of one or more that can abſolve others from their dury or tye 


. to him; Befides» the duties therein conrained ,* being in ' 


. themfelveslawfull, and'the grounds of our tye thereunto 
moral, :though othersdo forget their duty , yet doth not 
thtir defettion free us fromrthar obligation which lyes upon 
us by, the Covenant in ouz places and ſtations. And the 
Covenant: being intended and entred into by theſe King- 
dots, as oneof the beſt}means of ſtedfaſtnefle , for guard- 
10g againſt declining times 3 It wereſtrangero ſay that the 


xeof 3 


back-Niding of any ſhouldabſolve others from he tye the-' 
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teof > eſpecially ſeeing our engagement rherein is not only 
-ncpebor] bur alſo perſonall , every one with uplifted 


hands ſwearing by himſelſe , as it is evident by the tennoraf 


the Covenant. | | 
From theſe and other 'jmportant reaſons, it may appear 
thatall cheſe Kingdomesjoyning together roabohſh that oach 
by law ,'yet could rhey not diſpenſe therewich ; Much leffe 
can any one of them , or any part in either of them doe-the 
fame- The diſpenſing with oarhes hath hitherto been ab- 
horred as Ancichriſtian , and never praiſed and avowed 
þy any » but by thar man of ſin ; therefore thoſe who take 
the lame upon them , as they joyn with him in his fin, {6 


| muſt rhey expect ro partake of his plagues. 


As we ſhall ever (God willing ) bemindfull of our duty to 
the faithfu]l that adhere to the Covenantin England, having 
them alwayes in our hearts before the Lord , 1o.we delirero 
be refreſhed with their finglefle and boldnefle in the cauſe af 
God , according to their places. This is the time of their 
tri all, and the houre of tentation among them bleſſed ſhall 
they be who ſhall be found following, the Lamb ,; and ſhall 
not be aſhamed of his teſtimony. We know 1n ſuch dark hau- 
res, many aredrawne away with the multitude, whom the 
Lord will again purge and make white 3 And we doubt net 
but many ſuch are in England, whom the bold clear preach= 
ing of Chriſt may reclaim; Much therefore lieth upon-the 
Warhemenall this time, thar their Trumpet may give a cer- 
tain and diſtinct ſound, warning and exhurring every one, as 


. thoſerhart muſtgive account; And bleſſed ſhall thoſe ſervants 


be,who ſhall be found faithfull in therr Lords houſe , diſtyt- 
buting ro his hous hold what is meet forthis ſeaſon, and can 
lay they are free of the blood qfallmen,having ſhewen them 
the whole Counſell of God , being in nothing terrified of 


the threats of their adverſaries, And bleſſed &happy ſhall thar 


people be , thar walk in the light holden forth by them, and 
ſtaye upon the Lord in this dark time, harkning to the voyce. 
of his ſervants, & walking in the light of his word & nor. in+ 
the ſparks of their owne kindlings,which will End in ſorrow 
How inexcufable will Explend be; having ſo foulic revoleed 


 Ipainlt ſo many faire teſtimionies, which theLordChriſt hath 


cnued 
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** *Efitredas Proteſtarions to preſerve his right, in theſe ends 
of the earth long ſince given unto him for his poſſeſſion, and 
of late confirmed by Solemne Covenant.  Chriſts rightto 

theſeKingdomes is ſurer then that he ſhould be plea1ed out 
of ic by pretended liberty of Conſcience, and his begun poſ- 
ſeſſion is more pretions to him , then tobe 1atisfied with a 
diſhonourable toleration. Allthat yet we have ſeen , doth 
not weaken our confidence of theLordsglorifying rhe houſe 
of his gloryyn theſe lands, and ofhis ſonnes raking unto 
him his greac power ,- and reigning in the beauty and power 
of his Ordinancesin this Iſland. His name 1s wonderfull, 
and ſo alſo are his workes, we ought not therefore to ſquare 
them according according ro our line, bu: leave them to 
him, who hath the government laid upon his ſhoulder, all 
whoſe wayes are judgement, 8& whoſe ruling theſeKingdonms 
had never yetreaſon to decline.It is good for us to be ftedfalt 

In our duty, and therein quietly to wait and hope for the fal- 
"vation of God?! The word of promiſe is ſure, ( and hath an 

appointed rime ) rhat he that will come ſhall come and will 

nottarry. There is none hath cauſe ro diſtruſt the Lords 
word to his p2ople; Ir hath often to our experience been 
tryedin the fire , and hath ever come forth with a more glo« 
rious luſtre. Let not therefore theſe that ſuffer in England 

Caſt away their confidence, they are not the firſt who have 

needed patience after that they had done the Lords will. But 

ler them ſtrengrhen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble | 

Knees , and ſay to rhe fearfull in heart, byſtrong , fearnor, 

Þenhold-your God will come with vengdance » even God 
wirh arecompence , he will come and {ave you. Now the 
juſt ſhall live by faith, whereas theſe thardraweth back; ar 
Þecome lukewarm in the Lords work , his ſoul ſhall ab» 
Horrethem,. and he ſhall ſpue them our of his mouth, | But 
we perſwade our ſelves ofbetter things of theſe our brethren 
in-Englanl, and prayerh thar the God of Peace who brought 
again trom the dead our Lord Jeſus , that great Shepheard 


'of the ſhzep', through the blood of the everlaſting Cove- 
"nant, may make them perfe&t in every good work to doe 


_ his will , working in them that which is welt pleaſing r = | 
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ighe chrough Jeſus Chriſt , ro[whom, be. Glory for evey 


RO <4 
” —_ 


ACT for a Colleftion for entertaining High« 
. land Bojes at Schooles. _ . | 


4 Fige Generall Aﬀembly Conſidering that thecontri2 
bution of fourty ſhillings for entertaining of Highland 
boyes-.at Schools , in reſpect of the penury and great indF+ 
gence of thoſe parts hath not taken the intended effect, The# 
retore 1n- reſpeR, of rhe neceſlity and profirableneflſe of ſa 
prous 2 work The Afembly in licu of the faid fourty ſhilf- 
ings Do Appoint and Ordair thar there beati CE AO ONP 
colleQtion art the Kirk doors for that uſe one Sabbathin th 
year: And to that effe&, .;thata certain Sabbath yearly be 
appointed and deſigned whereupon thar, colleftion ſhall be 
gathered, intimation being made by rhe Miniſter the Sabbath 
before to prepare for ſuch a collection, and the neceffity and 
uſefulneſle thereof being laid our to the people for tharend» 
And if the colleGtion in any little private Congregation;ſhalf 
be lefle then fourty ſhillings, The Seſſion ſhall make up what - 
wants of fourty ſhillings; And where rhe colle&ionis more, 
itis hereby ſpecially inhibired and diſcharged that any part 
thereof be retained or interverted taany other uſe whatſon 
ever; and theſe Collections sball he ſent ro the perſonsfors 
merly appointed to receive rhe fourty $hillings, rbat they 


- may ſeethe right diſtriburian andetiplayment thereof5 Rex, 

commending the Presbyteries to ſee this punually per- 

' formed. And accompt thereof $hall be cxaved at Synads 
' and Generall Aſſemblies. Itis alwayes to be remembred 


that the Congregations.excemed from the fourty Shillingg 


are alſo-exeemed from this Collection, 
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Commiſſion for @ corference of Miniſters}. 
Lawyers and Phyſitians, Concerning the tryal 
and punishment of Witch-craft ; Charms 
ing and Conſulting. x 


He Generall Aſſembly Taking to their ſerious conſidera; 
.* . ton the growth of the fins of Witchcraft. Charming and 
Conſulting, notwithſtanding the frequent Recommends- 
tions for reſtraining thereof; Arid remembring that the Ge. 
.nerall Aſſembly 1647. didprop ofe a good way for the tryal 


and punishinenr of theſe finnes;, by appointing cofiferences 


with ſome Miniſters, Lawyer-sand Phyſitians in that mars 
er, which hath never yet rak en effe&t; Therefore the Af- 


ſembly doth appoint Maſters ,, Robert Dowglas , Robert Blair, . 


Mungo Law , . Fames Hammilt on, Fohn Smith , Robert Traill, 
George Leſlie, Fohn Hamiltom1, Tohn Duncan, 'Samiel Ruthtt= 
—_ Fames Wood, lohn ILevifton, lames Guthrie, Ana 
ro Cant , David Calderwood , John Moncreiff, Frederick Cars 
michael, Ianes Durbame , Patrick Gilleſpie , Robert Ker, E= 
fthraim MelvilgMinifters, To confider ſeriouſly of that mar- 
£8r-, and to conſult ar:d adviſe therein amongſt thenr- 
fJelves ,, As alſo with Sir Archibald Johnfton of Warifions 
Clerk Regiſter, Mr [Thomas Nicolſon his Majeſtles Advos 
"cate, Mr Alexander Peirſon , one of the ordinary Lords 
ef:Seflion, Sir Lewes Stewart , Mr Alexander Colvil , and 
Mr James Robertſon Tuſth ce Deputes , Maſters Rodger Mowtt, 
.Zobn:Gilmoir , and John: Nisbet , Laweers; and;with Do« 
.Qtors Sibbald, Gunningivame , and Purves , Phyſitians ſeve- 
tally or together as occa{.ion ſhall offer ; And the Aﬀembly 
eamdeſtly requeſts & confidently expects from their learned 
and;ludicious Lawyres and Phyſitians beforenamed', their 
beſt endeavours and conciurrence with their brethren of the 
Miniſtrie for ad viſe and counſell herein , and for conference 


inthe ſaid mattex; And Ordaine the ſaid brethteni ro make | | 


report of theretult of rheir conſultations and conferences 


Fromtimerorin 1c as they make any conſiderable progrefle to | p 
the Commiſſion for publick affaires, And theiſaid Commiſs |. 


Ln ſhall make pepoxy tothe next Genggall Aſſembly. * 


[ReCOmmengal wi 


Recommendation for majntenance for Schooks 
maſters and Precenters, ; 


THE Generall Aﬀeniblydo humbly Recommend to the 
L Parhament or Committee for plantation of Churches, 
thar whatever cither in Paroehes of Burghs or Landwart, 
was formerly given to the maintenance of theſe who were res 
aders precentors in Congregations , and teachers'of Schoo 
les before the eſtabliſhingof theDireQory for publick Wore 
Qip,may not be in whole or in partalienat or taken away, but 
bereverſed forthe mainrenance of ſufficient ({chookmafters 


| wdprecentors who are tobeapproven fby rhe Presbyterie 3 


And Presbyteriesare hereby required'to ſeethat none of that 


| maintenance given to the foreſaid uſesor innſe to.be payed 


thereunto before the eſtabliſhing of the DireQory of Wory 
(up , be drawn away. fromtheChourch, +: - © 


—_—— 


Aft concerning Perſons tobe ads 
4 mitced Burſarts. y 


Þ OE Aferably doe herehy Ordaine Thar node be ſents 
. Univerſities rom Preshyreries;,.nor.- be. admitted: as - 
Purſer: of divinitie , bur, pious. youths, and. ſuch' 2s. are; 
knownito bg of Good Ee ae andapproven abilities. - 


RY 
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Reference to the Commiſſion for publick affate. 

re > for re-examining the Paraphraſe,. of the Plalmch 
- - as the emiringthe ſamefor publicke uſe-. 

T He-General Aﬀembly having/tiken ſome view of the 

« New:Paraphraſe of the Pſalmesin meeter with the cor 

titions and: aniwadverfions rhereupon ſent. from ſeverdt 

Perſons and. Presbyrerics , and finding that they canuetor 


& 


the review and examination of the whole in this . 
MP ”— 
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Aſſembly; Therefore now after ſo much time and ſo greaf 
paines about the-correQting , and examining thereof tro 
_ Time to time ſame yeares bygone, that the worke may come 
now to ſome concluſion » They do ordain the Brethren ap- 
pointed for peruſing the ſamie during the meeting of this Afe 
ſembly, viz. Maſters Fames Hammilton , Iobn Smith , Hew 
"Mackail, Robert Traill, George Hutcheſon , and Robert Lawrie, 
after the difſolving'of this Aſſembly ro goe on in that worke 
Carefully.,..And.to report their travels to tbe Commiſſion of 
_the Generall Aſſembly for publick afaires at ther meetingat 
[Edinburgh in November; And the ſaid Commiſſion after pes | 
"rufall and ;re-examination thereof , - is hereby authorized 
with full powerro conclude and eſtablifh the Paraphraſe , 
and to publiſh and emit the ſame for publick uſe. hb 
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Letter to the Kings Majeſtic: ay 


Mot gracious Saveraigne, ... \ 
W EE your Majeſties moſt humble and Loyall Subjefts, 
the Commiſſioners from all'the Presbyteries in this 
your Majeſties ancient. Kingdome , and members. of this 
pteſenr Natiohall Aſſembly], Having expedted to finde at 
our meeting , 2gracious and Satisſattory returne to thoſe 
humble repreſentations 'made to your Majeſtie at the He | 
2ye, by the Commisfioners of this Kirk, carnor but ex- 

_preNſe our great ſorrow _and griefe', _ that your Mel 
'  Boodnes has been ſo far abuſed , As thatnort only the juſt 
- and+neceſlary defirespreſented by'them toyour-NigjtEs 
which ſo much concerne the glory of God , your owne 
honours and happinefſe, the peace ang ſafety of your Kings 
domes 3-are utterly Frutrated , as wee perceive by the pa” 
per delivered in anſwer to them 3 bur alſo this Asſem- 
Þly hath nor received-ſo much as any 4ignificativ byſee 
terof your Majeſties minde:' Which princely-condefceniion 
had not wont to be wantiug in your Royall Father ,: ro foreſ ; 
Wer Generall Aſemblyes even ig timegof gicareſt Stanuty | 
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Our witneſſe. isin heaven ; and recordon high; that wee 
are not conſcious'to our Selves of any undurifvll rhoughros 


. diſfoyall affeion;; that might have procured this-at your + 
Majefties hands ; And that, as wee doe from otir hearts 


abominare and deteſt that horrid fat of the Setaryes apairiſt 
thelife of your Royall Father our'late Soveraigne ,” Soiiris 


- theunfained and earneſt defire of out foules, thatthe'An= 
_ cient Monarchicall government of the'e Ringdoms, 'may 


be eſtabliſhed and flouriſh in your:Majeſties perſonall the 
gayes of your life; and be continued in your royall Family 
which by divine providence hath withour” interruption 


, maigned over usand our predecefors for ſo many Genera 


tions ſince the rime that we were a Kingdom , And that 
there isnothing under the glory of God, and cauſe of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, for which: wee doe” more heartily ſoli- 
ciſe:thethrone of grace , ' Or would more readily expoſe 


unto. hazard all thatis deareto uvsin the 'world', then for. 


this. And now though this: very ;great” diſcouragement 
migbt incline us to hold our peace at this time, Yet the 
tendernefſe and uprightneſle of our affeAion and Loye ro 
your. Majeſties happinefle ( which many waters catimor 
quench) together. with the Conſcience of our duty which 
our: Lord and: Mafter has laid upon us; in this our ptace 
' andſtation, conſtrainerh us, yea, and your Maſeſties owhe 
goodneſle and gracious dipofition',; whereof the late Come 
miſlioners have given usſo Eargea teſtimony » Doth-mucts 
encourage us» td: renew ouraddrefles to your Majeſtic ir 


; _ ehisbumble fairtfull repreſentation ;;'both of the greatand 


growing dangers toyour Royall perſon and' Throng&,'ant 
of theſe duties. , ; which the -Eord of : Lords:2ndiRing 


gf Kings, call for from you. , as: you: would>Jookxo/dindis 
ayour 1n his eyes and tobe delivered IEICE 


' diftrefles:;:: 1.20 Loot! 5: 1013 a0ik?)7 po imwns fs 


:2:Our- hearts: 4rtiblied with: fears:2od:troubles;'in ; young 


"Majeſtics behalf, -when we look upon the ſadreataiiien 


Much bave becy.already produc Hpſlick wayes aridedbr- | 


ſexs, 45 we pereriveyeur Majeſtibimentntdy.andirdowal 
befurtherJedaway-inrogby thi-purtiibompa 2+ 
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cell upoht your tender age: Particalarly, Your refuſing i@ 
give ſatisfaQtion' to thejuſt and neceſlary defires of hs peo- 
le of God , for advancing che work of Reformationof 
eligion , and eſtabliſhing and fecyring the ſame inyour - 
Majeſties Dominions., which isnothing elſe, byt to ogs : 
pofe the Kingdome'of the Sonne of God ,' by whom Kings 
doe raigne, and torefuſe that he ſhould raigne over youand þ 
your Kingdomes tn his pure Ordinances of Church govern- | 
ment and Worſhip 3 Yourcleaving unto theſe menas your © | 
eruſtieſt Gounſellors, who, as they neverbadtheglory of | 
(God, nor good of his people before their eyes, fo now inal 
vheir wayesandCounſels,are ſeeking nothing bur their owne _ 
mntereſts , to the hazard of the utter ſubverſion of your 
Throne , theruine of your Royall Family, - and the defos 
tion of your 'Kingdomes 3 Your owning the practiſes, 
and intertaining the Perſon of that flagicious man, and moſt ' 
juſtly excommunicate Rebell , Lames Grabem,, who hasexs 
erciſed ſuch horrid cruelty upon your beſt Subjects in. this 
Kingdom» which cannot bur bring upon your Throne, the 

. eniſtineſfe of all the innocent blood ſhed by him and his 

Complices; and above all , that, which we cannot think 
n without trembling of heart and horrour of ſpirit, 

' Your ſetling of late ſucha Peace with the Triſh Papiſts the 
Murdeters of ſo many: thouſands of your Proteſtant Subs» 
zeas , whereby nor only they are owned as your good Loy» 
all Subjects , bur alſo there is granted unto them (cons 
trary totheStanding Lawes of your Royall Progenitors,con» 
trary tothe commandment of the moſt high God, and to 
tbe high. contempt and diſhonor of his Majeftie » and evi=' 
pc ofthe Proteſtant Religion) a full liberty of their 
abomina leTdolatry ;:which cannot be otherwiſe judged, 
byt4-givingof :your-Royal power. and. ſtrength unto the 
beaſt, and ay acceſſion to all that blood of your good Subs / 

zatts, wherewith thoft:Sonnes: of Babellt' bave made that ' 

-:W£iga1n 2] huamniliegct your-Majeſtie rs conſider 66 

Iny'ro heart whatitho mouth bf theLong of Hoſts ind poll A rw 
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| eAſſembly , 1649. 483 
yainſt cheKingdom of hisSon,that they, imagine avaine thing 
and that hethar fitceth in heaven will haye them indirifion 
.and vex them 1n his ſore diſpeaſure. Conſider, how he'hath 
\ | blaſted and turned upſide downe thefe yeares by paſt, all the 
devices and plots of choſe men that now beare the Swey in 
þ your Majeſties Counſels:Confider,how the anger ofGod has 
| wh kindled,even againſt his deareſt Saints, when they: have . 
- | joynedthemſfelvesroſuch men as he hateth and has curſed: 
Conſider , how ſeyerely hee hath threatned and puniſhed 
ſuch Kings as have affociate with Idolaters» and leaned unto ' 
their helps. Surely, greatis thewrath of God, whereof you 
| weindanger;z Andyet the Lord in the riches of his good- 
neſſe, forbearance and Tong ſuffering, is waiting to be graci- 
| ous to yonr Majeſtic ; To day if ye will hear his voice, har- 
den nor your heart , but humble -yonr ſe}f under the mighry 
hand of God, lamenting after himas , for the iniquities of 
your Fathers houſe , eſpecially the © ponnen againtt the re- 
formation of Religion and Cauſe of God , the permitting 
and eng Antichriſtjan Idolatry in the Royall Family 
itlelf , and the ſhedding of ſo much blood of the people of 
. God, ſoalſo, for your owneentering to walke in the like 
courſes in the beginning of your raign, Iris hightime to 
fall downe before the Throne of grace, ſeeking to get your 
Peace made with God rhrough Jeſus Chriſt whoſe blood is 
able to waſh away all your fins To walk no longer inthe 
Councel of the ungodly , nor cleave to-ſuch as ſeeke their 
| own things and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt , nor the wel- 
fire of your Subjedts and Government, bur to ſer your eyes 
upon the faithfull in your dominions , that ſuchſmay dwell 
with you,& be the men of yourCouncells, To ſerve theLord 
10 feare , andkifſe the Sonne of God, by'a ſincere and cor- 

all contributing your Royall allowance and authority, for 

- |&abliſhing inall your dominions the reformation of Reli- 
-18on, inDoctrine, Worſhip, and Government as it is now a= 
greed upon according to the'cleare 8 evident warrant of the 
word of God, by the Aſſembly Divines at Weſtminſter, and 
[he Generall Aſſemblies of this Church; Andalſo, layitig 
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rruptions » Arid conforming your owne praftiſe and the 
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- 484 * The General © 
worſhip of God in your Royall Family , to thar Goſpal 
fimplicity and purity which is holden forth from the word 


of God , in the Directory of worſhip, and not only to grant | 


our Royall approbation: to the Covenant of theſe three 
Kingdowes ( withour wbich , yonr people can never have 
from you ſufficient ſecurity , either for Religion , or their 
juſt liberties ) butalſo your ſelfe to joyne with your people 
- therein asthe greateſt ſecurity under Heaven for your perſon 
and juſt greatneſs andto cauſeall of them ſtand to irby 
. your Royall Command, according to the prattiſe of that 


. gracious King Joſiah, ro whom , wee wiſh your Majeſtic I 
1n theſe your younger yeares , and this beginning. of your | 
raigne , to look as to an enlample and Kingly portract ap- | : 


proven of God, Theſe things if your MajEftie do 3 As wee 


- are well aſſured, thar the hearts of all your good Subjettsin | 


theſe Kingdomes will beenlarged withall cheerfulneſſeto 
.3mbrace your perſon , and ſubmit unto your Royall Govern- 
ment» ſo weedarre promiſe in the Name of our Lord , that 
you ſhall finde favour with God, peace and joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory to your Soule , and deliverance out of your 


Majeſtie ſhall go on in refuſing to hearken ro wholeſome 


Councels ; We muſt for the diſcharge of our Conſcience] 


tell your Majeſtie in the humility and griefe of our hearts; 


that the Lords anger is not turned away , but his hand}, 


ſtrerched outſtill againſt you and your Family. Bur we hope 
andſhall with all earneftnefſeand conſtancy pray for better 
things from , and to your Majeſtic : And whatſoever mil 


conſtruction (by the malice of thoſe that defire not aright]' 


underſtauding and cordiall conjunction between your Mas 
jeſtie and this Kirk and Kingdome:) may be put upon our 


ſad afflictions and deep diſtrefſes in due time : Bur ifyour | - 


| 
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declaration ; Yer wee have the Lord to be eur witneſle;| 
that our purpoſe and intention therein is no other , but 1 


warne and keepe the people of God conimitted*ro our cate, 
that they runne not to any courſe which would bring upo! 


It with Go 


hemſelves the | gp of higheſt perjury and breach of CJ 
ve » and could not but prove moſt dangerony' 


to your Majeſtic and your Government , and Involve you 0. 
; $ mg... 


4 


| ; our Majeſtie, and alienar 


Aſembly, 16495 abs 
ſhedding the blood: of thoſe who are moſt defirous to pre- 

ſerve your .Majeſties Perſon , and juſt right inall your do= ' 
minions. And now wee doe with all earneſtnes beſeech 


| your Majeſtie, that you will follow the courſes of truth and. - 


pence: And that when there is a doore opened far your 
Majeſtie toenter ro your Royall Government over us , 'in 
ace, with the favour of God, and cordiall Love and 
imbracings of all your good Subjes, ' You will nor ſuffer 
your ſelfe to be ſo farre avuſed and miſled by the Councels 
of men , who delight in war, as totake a way of violence 
and blood , which cannor bur provoke the moſt high againf 
f Jour 


| rom you the hearts 0 | 
eſt Subjects » who deſire nothing more, than that your 


{| Majeitie may havea long and happy raign overrhem , And 


that they may live under you, a peaceableand quierlife ,- in. 
' al Godlineſſe and honeſty. 


' Edinburgh 6 Au*s Your Majeſties moſt Loyal Subjefs and” 
| guſt, 1649, humble ſervants the Miniſters and 
Elders conveened mm this Nationall 

Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, * 


a Je Generall Aſſembly not having now time to conſi- 
derthe Reference of preceeding Aﬀſemblies, and the 

FT moſt part of Presbyteries not having ſent their opint= 
ons in writ; Theforedo yer apaine recommend to Presby= 
,'renes and Provinciall Afſemblies to conſider all matters 
xcferred by this or by any former Asſemblies » And roſend 
their opinions therein in writ to rhe next GenerallAsſembly. 


| THe meeting of the next Generall Asſembly is hereby ap” 


|, Pointed to be at Edinburgh , the ſecond wedneſday of 
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# CT for trying of the Regiſters , Pag, , | 


AY At approving the Regiſters , Pa2f 
}IR & Reaſonsproving the Kegifter produced beforethe | 
h Aly ro be aurthenttik , > _ 
A& condemning the fix late pretended Aſſemblies, p.$ 


Reaſons annulling the pretended Afſembly , holden 


Linlithgow 2606. | | P.9 
eaſons annulling the pretended Afﬀembly at 
Linlitkgow 1608, | >... a 
' Reaſons annulling the ptetended Aﬀembly at Glas= 
Low 16 IO, | P» it 
Reaſons annnlling the pretended Aﬀembly ar = —_ 
. berdeen 1616, WE Pj. 
The nullice of the pretended Aflembly at Saine Aus © 
drews, 1617. | P. 13 
The | nullite! of the pretended Aſſembly at 
Perth 1618. x 55 p13 
- AQtagainſt the unlawfull oaths of Intrants. , 15 
” Ac condemning the Service-book Book of Canons , Rock 
of Ordination , and the High Commiſſion. .16 


- Sentence of Depoſition, and Excommunication againſt Mr| 
_ "JohnSporswood; prerended Archbiſhop of Samet Ho k 
Mr Patrick Lindſay , pretended Archbiſhop' of Glaſgow ,| 
Mr David. Lindſay , pretended Biſhop of Edinburgh, Mr * 

' Thomas Sidſerf pretended Biſhop of Galloway , Mr Jo 
Maxwell pretended Biſhop of Rofſe, Mc Wgltcr Whitefoord 
pretended Biſhop of Brechen. | pe 18 
$enrence {of depoſition and excommunication againſt Mr 
Adam Ballantyne pretended Biſhop of Aberdeen , and Mc 
lanes W edderburn/prexznded Biſhop of Dumblane 'S - a :: 


47 N D TE IX: 
Sentence of depaſition nace 
Biſhop of Murray , Mr John Grahame precended Biſhap 
- of Orknay, Mriames Fairly pretended Biſhop of Lifmoir, 
Mr Nl Campbell pretended Biſhop of Iſles. / | | p+ET 
Sentenceot depofition againſt Mr Alex. Lindſay pretended 
- Biſhop of Dunkell. FS p. 42 - 
Sentence of depoſition againſt Mr Iobn Abernethie prexended 
Biſhop of Cathnes. .pi24 

Act declaring Epiſcopacieto have been abjured by ow a 

of | this. 


o 


+ fefſion of Faith 1580. and to be removed our 

(: Kirk. £ *: ;£3J Po 25 
:Atdeclaringthe five articles of Perrh to have been abjured 
+  andro be removed. on ev FL. 'Þ» 36 
A&@ anenr Kirk Seffions, Provinciall, and Nationalt Af- 
. ſemblies.. | 4 | | P:4T 
AR concerning corruprtions in theMiniſtry. _ 7 
"The order of the Provinciall Adſemblies of Scotland ,\ ac- 


cording to thePresbyreriestherein contained, p: 53 
AR for excommunicating Minifters who being depoſed by 
"the Aſſembly obey not, ; PEPF..-. 
AQ agkinſt che civil places, and power of Kirk-men; | p58 

(AQ againſt printing of the proceedjngsof the Kirk withour 
warrant. '- | 225; | \ ,+ P- 6G 
A& for Presbyteries having the As of the Aſſewbly., fb. 
AQ for Miniſters, and Maſters of Univerſities their ſubſcri. 
-. bing the Conſefion of Faith and Covenant. _ Þ: 62 
AQ concerning the ſubſcribing theConfeſhon of Faith late< 
- ty ſubſcribed by his Majeſtics Commiſſioner and urged to 
{ beſubſcribed by others. . | .. P«63 
At concerning yearly general Aflemblies. _ Þ-.64 
A& ordaining ane humble Supplication to be ſept to the 


\ Kings Majeſtie, | | , Þ-65 
994 ram ofthe general Aﬀembly ar Glaſgow 1638. 
.- tothe Kings Majeſtic. 3 \  - .,P+66 
d} Mr George ms hams his abjuring of Epiſcopacie. Þ _p.72 
AQ containing the Cauſes and Remedies ofthe bygone evils 
{of thisRirk. 21h PR: 
Mc dQ approyingane old Regiſter of the geav Aſſerably. 4 | 


inſt Maſter Iobn Guebry pratbnde® ©: 
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AR. epproving the' depoſition of Miniſters by the Com | 
c::; tnttrees. Eph | Mo NBTY"- p78] 
.Actanepr receiving of depoſed Miniſters. p:98 
Adanent keeping vt the LordsDay. . . - PI9. 
Atticles and Overtures approved by the Asſemb]y. P72 
"The Supplication of the generalAfembly tothe KingsCom- 
mittioner Concerning the Book ,' called The large Declargs 
4 © T19Ns ; P. 
-The Supplication of the general Asſembly to the Kings 
-::;:Commuſiioner ,- and the Lards of Secret Councel, p. 82 


Actot the Lords of Councel, Aug. 3o. 1639. inanſwerto 


', the preceeding Supplication, p- 34 
The Kings Commiſſioner's Declaration. p. 84 - 

Actardaining the Subſcription of rhe Confeſſion of Faith & 

Covenant , with the Asemblicy declaration. Pp. 86 


. Actanent Appellations. "FRET ,- 
Act anent adviſing with Synods , and Presbyteries before 
* * determination 1h Novartions. | : 00 
Act anent Miniſter's carechizing, & Family exerciſes, p.88 
'The Asſemblies Supplication to the Kings Viajeſtic, p* 89 
Dvertures given in by the Committe tor ordering the As- 


_ '-tembly = houſe read and approved: p91 
Actanent demoliſhing of ldolarrous Monuments, p.92 
Act agarnſt Witches and Charmers. P-93 


A for cenſuring Speakers againſt the Covenant.  p. 9 
AC againſt Expectancs retutjug to ſubicribe the cy 
---"Nant-. - | LE | p-9 
"His Majeſties Letter #0 the Asſembly , pretended by the 


; -Earte of Weemzs, 1644. Jul:20. * p. 95 
Hopproving tc overtures of the Aﬀſembly at- Aberdee 
for ſertling rhe Asſembly boule. | p. 97 


A&anent old Miniſters brucking their benefice Ss P+97 
A&t againſt ſudden receiving of depoled Miniſters. p- 9B 
Overtures concerning univerſities read, &appr oved. k peg 


Actagainſt Impiery and Schiſme. . P- 79 
Act againſt Novarions. © ents. ens; = 10E 
Overtures anent Burſars , and Expectants. as as 10z 


Act againſt untawtull Bands, 
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. [TheAsemblics humble delire to the Kings majcſtie for the 
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mz | 8" Letter from ſome: Miniſters in England to the Afſ-- 
78. + ſembly. | WITTY 


The Aflemblies anſwer to the preceeding Letrer | p. £05 
The. Aflemblies anſwer co the ' Kings Majefties Let- 


7 Ter; * EET p- 109+ 
AR anent the Kirkof Camphier . p-Ifo: 
The Kings Letter preſented ro the Aſſembly by the Earle ob 
- Dumtfermllng:. Jul. 27. x642. , Ps LIT 


Actfor bringing 1n of the Synod- books yearly to the gene- 


+ rall Asſembly. | p-'II3 - 

Atanent rhe choeſing of Kirk Seflions.  P- 8140) 

The Reporr of the Interpretation of the A at Edinburgh 
anent tryall of Miniſters. *' do B86. 


' Atanentthe'order for making Liſts to his Majeſtic , and 


other Patrons for prefentations 3 the order of tryal of 

ExpeCtants, and for trying rhe quality of Kirks p. I15: 
Act anent Lifts for the Kirks inthe High-lands. p. 118 
Overcures againſt Papiſts, Non-Communicants ,. and Pro= 
:: faners of the Sabbath. Qi Cos HT 0 p- 19 
AR anentrhe joyning of the Preibyterie of Sky tothe Syrod 

of Argyle. ' LOL: OF p. 121 
The Supplication of the Aſſembly ro his Majeſtie Iul. 27t 
- 1642. is: [UDS oa ©: 1b1d,/ 
The Declaration of the Parliament of England ſent to the 
 Afﬀdembly. -- 77 263-09 P, 124 


The Aﬀemblies anſwer to theforeſaid declarati on, p-125- 


Overtures for transplantartion of Minifters , aad proviſion 
of ſchools ordained to be ſent to Synods and reported to the 
Aſlembly. | 20 p.13r 
A&anene contrary oaths. < - -p. 136 
Overtures anent Family - Exerciſes , Catechiſm, keeping 
of Synods, and Presbyreries, and reſtraint of Adulte= 
. ries, Withcrafts, and other grosſe Sinnes. - Pp. I36-. 
Att againſt Petitions , Declarations, and ſuchlike in name 
of Miniſters', without their knowledge , and con« 
eng. ---:-: 5 F008 | Þ.T 
Act agent the AsſemBlies deſires to the Lords of Councell , 
and Conſervators of peace. - - ” | p. 133 


Signa- 
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— to the Kings Commiſſioner. 


_P-139 
The Aſſemblies Letter ro the Commfiioners by Scotland at 


London, P. 140 
A Letter from ſame Miniſters of England, p, 14x 
Anſwer ro the Miniſters Letter- - 


| P 
AQtfor the Lord Mazlands preſenting the Aſſemblies Fups, 


- 2 to his Majeſtic -*and for going to the Commul- 

oners at London , with the anſwer to the Parliament of 
England's Declaration.  - '.P. 144 

Commiſion for publike affairs of chisKirk,and for proſecu= 


ring the defires'of the Aſſembly to his Majeſtic » andthe 


Parliament of England. +; \/Po145 
- Petition from ſome diſtreſſed Profeſſors in Ireland. P. 148 
Commiſſion Yo ſome Miniſters to go to [reland- . . p-'151 
AR againſt flandering of Miniſters. | P*153 

AcCt anent ordering of the Aſembly-houſe. 1bid; 
A& for remembering in publick Prayers the deſires of the 
Aſſembly to the King and Parliament, and'\ indicrion of 2 


Publike - faft, -* , - _-Þ* 154 
Reference fromthe Presbyrerie of Kirkcaldie. P- 155 
Reference from the. Synod of Fyfe. . ibid; 
Overturesto be adviſed by the Presbyteries againſt che next 

Asſembly, ' P. I56 
The Kings Lan eq the general asſembly preſented by Sr 

Thomss Hope: | » I57 


Ovyercures anent Bills, References and Appeals: -q 158 
Act for election of Profeſſors to þe Commiſſiovers to Aſs 


ſemblies by Presbyteries, p- 159 
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Act'fer ſubſcribing the Covenant, p- 162 


Act for ſearching Books tending to ſeparation —p. 163 
Approbation of the. proceedings of, the Commiſſioners: 'of 


che laſt Asſembly, -  tbid, - 
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Declaration of the Lards and Commons i inthe Parlitentne ; 
+. ofEng« 
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. of England, ro the general Asſembly of the Church of 


*© England tothe Asſembly. 
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IG: &- concedimus lli , fctnjit! Noftram'Per-' 
"ue" MY Y  logam 


rd The 8; Se | WEN 


p lonam & Avthoritatem Regiam Repreſentandi,: ac ro* f 


nobis przſenriam faciendi, locurhque noftrum in ſub. 
ſequent Generali Conventus Tanouam  Commiſſias 


gario \noftrg, im hugc: effettum ſpecualiter nc 
 tepends, Om alia ad Im mperium & Munus Char 
Geri pro Kg Eccleft fi2 conventu 
6 tam os ene... | adeoque libere,- inquovis Rees 
quar IK: t ahus cjuſdem Muneris & CharaQerig, 


ue3dep licuti Nolmer. ipſiperſonalitexpreen; 
tes Ba femus.. mam & ampliſiimam Noſtram 
Ofc wilaps :ommilſionem., Quzquidem omnia & 
NEU , adicto, foenne- Nati Garevcbard, In: hat. 
+ Commiiop prolequenda,legitime facieridgj 
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ods PEmNrer - arid pprobamus, Ratahubemus,. & habiturt | 


us & {ingulis inſuper antediti Conven 

tHe 4 Neck # Paſtoribus & Presbyteris, ac Czererl 

quibufcuo | ue \hvjug, Noftri Regui Subditis,] cuj & 

311que...or bes canditionis; ut cundem: Foun hs 

ominum Carmuchae/, ranquantSupremumNoſtiy 
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Commilho > qQuoad effeftum & modunn ſopry 
mentzpnatum , .agnoſcant ,- Colant, &didto ipfiys a 
centes ſe pre nt; {trite Maridamus &laiperarius! 
Ex denique' haneNoſtram Commiſſionem, a die'quo 


Y Magnuro hpjys) .com Noſtri. -Sigllum, Prefenribus ſt 
appenium ac durante Prim dicti GeneraljsConvens 
rus felons: 2 - Aut. Miqve, donee hze Noſtra Comimiſſio- 
HY nos Revocetuy, ontinuare Declaravimus,: acper. 
Preſen tes Declaramus.[n cujus rei Teftimonium, Pro. 
ſenqb us Magnum, Seillnns Noftrum appendi-Manda-*. 
Pas Apud aulam 'N oftram pig decime- 
Sa | ae + 


yg, quay, terpore retroafto facere. porues, 


a 


_ _ci—_—. AH. ——— _—_— FRY 


P CM 4.x 34 
\ 


ans pu « Biinbiiyb 169; = * 
| dic ments: Ofobrisy' Anno Domini __ _— 


S. "oO 

bs Ec 
% 3% + < KT 

» Y — w+4 4 LE 


peo, Aoboeetiads. 0ILevl 5 + Rn 
\ |- . Fer Gaga manu SD. N Regis een 

"0 Git Gil appenk).. F 
* | Sealed as Pow ek "Idfagen ure _ 
7 | 16eþ. of Oober 1690- \ Forres 16:dgyo 

p we on _ _ Trp ne 1 47 
x | CC —_ —— IPABSTaT 

nf Ho M aj E :STIES Gracions Let) the Afembh: 


p Edinburgh 17Oftober 1690. «Ante Mderidiem Sell "0p 


THis Sefrion, His Majeſties Gracious Letrer Di- 
* |: rec-ro. this General Aﬀembl was publickly 
» | Read and Heard with greatReſpe 4 and appointed 

| to be Recorded in the Books of Fc man 7 » The 
Tenour Wie follows. | ' 


Ws 1AM R. 


Reverend, Truff # ly and Well Et {ls | 
UR Fans Mþ for the G 4, Our Ancient King: 
' dom, hath beet ſuch, That We haye left nothing, 
ef. undone » . that might. Contribute to the making of it - 
: 0p = « And. rherefore having been informed, that 


a— | Differences as tothe Government of the Church have 
0-' | auted greateſt Confuſionsin that Nation; We did 
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ws, 


6 0003 The; M8 nnf the. | 
ilinplyi concurre with © ar-Parhiaments.inIn-aQting 
\ ſuchaFrameof it, as was judged 0 te moſtagreeable | 
to the Inclinations of Our Good Subje&s: To which | 
- We havebgda particldati Regard, 'in-Qountenance. | 
ing this Aſſembly, With Our Authority,and a Repres | 
ſentative of Our Royal Perſon: So We expect, that 
Your Managment hall be ſuch, as We shall haye no. 
reaſqn, to Repent'6t what e have' done. A Calm and 
_ than{ir: becometh; You.s. We never. could be 'of the 
 Minds:thit:Violence was ſuircd to the advincing of | 
TrucReligion; Nor do We intend, that Our Aus 
rity shall ever bea Tool, to the irregular Paſſions of 
any Party. Mederatip 1s What Religion enjoyneg, 
Neighbouring Churches, expe& fram Youj arid We | 
_ Recommend to Yeu. And We afſure Yoy of Our con« 
ftant-Favour Ind Prote&ibre, - in You; following of] 


% F 


Ly 
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of True Piety, and the Peaca of Our Kingdoms. Given 
under our Royal Hand,| Atour Courtati&ea/ingriad] 
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| Our Gricious Letter;Dire& tothe Miniftdes aid ; 
vl. Elders met bere, mttie General Adlerablytof tho 
T's Eburch of Srorland ;/\'was Readiand enyrharr ihe os | 
ith all Joy and 'Thankfulgeſs;; that: the:Ri | 
, | Shining again..of the- Royal iFavour ;:ppbnthi 
Afﬀtlitcd Sadiſtrelled Chucch;:could poſfibly 
For as Your: - Mayeſtios. Concern: forthe Ge 
| Your Ra Kingdom, Juarh: mdced bob ooly: as 
'| nothing. ca r ithe Happy State whereuaro You 
e: ave Reſtored 3 its; ave rhe: wantof :thadutrfenſcand 
ge auiiderſtanding of ſ@greapan | Metcy;/So/WEtoe molt 
en | keartuly - acknowledge, thit through Your Majeſtics 
a}. | Care and Kindneſs, the Churchrof Chriſt therein, doth 


equally partake ot the ſame Bleſſing: Jr wasthe fad Cons 4%; 
\* | fulions, that; differgnces as tothe Goveranentof the ; 
d, | Church, .had caoled in this Nation, that: acebrding to 
- | Your Majeſtiesfirſk Declaration: for our:Rrlief,. moy- 
edour Gracious God, to. Raile'up and Prof You;to' 
A| be our: Glorious Deliveret;: br. Effectuaring th Rea  ""B 
J .eſtablisbment that,we now'eryjoy : Sotharwe Be per. 
- | faded, thar it is not more Apreeable, totheIiclinati. I 
_ ©4008 and Confcientious Perfwaſionsof "all within this 
TY Kingdom ; ;-who are beſt AﬀeRed to Your 'Majeſties 
e, | *<f1on and Government , than it'is acceptable t9 Gody * 
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IS, fon to expe, and hall never give on cauſe to Repeat | 


_ _ quireofUsa Calme and Peiceable Procedure. Andif] | 


| FE Men, areReady tocry out of Wrong, tor their juftelt | : 


8 © ThesdBrof thei. ind 
and will. be Your Majeſties perpetual Peace and Satis. 
_fa&ion. Nor arewe leſs Senkible of the particularRe. 
gard, Yaur Majeſtic prafefſeth rowards ys; bn this oga | 
- Calion, in Countenancing this Aﬀembly, with Your | 

Authority -and's Regie tairiy2 of Your Royal Per. | 
' fon; for which we moſt bumbly acknowledge Your | 
Gracious Favour ; eſpecially that it hath pleaſed Your | 
Majeſtys::tdfix Your Choice, upon a Perſon fo well | 
Qualifieds: and ſo acceptable to Us.  Andnow, Gree 
Sw., alter {0, many and ſo/grear/Mercies and Favouty, || 
Received frem Godand: Your Majeſty; We Hopewe | 
ment Shall be ſuch y as Your Majeſty'hath ſojuſt Rea. | 


_ ef what You have done for Lis. The Gad of Love; thi | 
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as wells Your Majcſtics woſt obliging Pleaſurg, Re | 


. after the Violence for Conſcience ſake, that We have 
Suffered . and fo. much Deteſted, and theſe Grieviow | 
Abuſes/:of- Authority , (inthe late Reigns , Whereby |- 
' through ſome Mens Irregular Paſſions, We have | 

fadly Smarted; We ourſelves, should Lapic intorke | | 
fame Errours, We should certainly prove the moſi | 
TUnjuſt towards God, : Eoolish towards our Selves, ant | 

Ungratetowards Your Majeſty, of all Men on earth.,| * 
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"He General emi goon ats 
rwixt Eight and/T welyc a Cy 


noon. .to-be ſet apart for raven bj c 

this Aſlembly : ADIR Reco 
to mect in the Allembly- 
Clock inthe Marg 
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Thepning ry ot «tbh nent Bh" "M2 bs 
'ning «»d O Oubers. reognin 5 


from the Cominittee of Ovenures >. ent WE. 
Papers, ven into thefaid Committee, and Subſcribe | 
ed by Mr. Thomas Lining, Mr. Alexander Shields and | 
Mr. Witham Boyd s 'who had tollowed ic a Courles |- 
contrary- tothe Order ofthis Church; whereby ,*« The | 


« inthe Chargh, Recommend to the Aſﬀlembly , the. 
a * Readingiof the. Shorger of-thele two Papers:.Ia | 
« which the fore-pamed;Ferlons. Oblige themſelves |: 

«f ” aher the eigen the larger Paper ( which ps | 
off 


oo nad 


| - Gmert Aſembh SRdinkurgh prodigy e, ur © 
$: 66: :offer., 2s profeſs, for the Exoneration: their "40 
Þ46: tnſic. nobepgn laying ir. down atthe: i es 
ve | 4s ſet. ,.to: be (Diſpoſed. upon asthe Aſewbly sbould 
+1 þ-#>thiok fit :-Tbarthey shall in all required Submiſſion, | 
43:4. 4 Subje&& Thermlglves, their Lives and DoQrine, to 
| ,** the Copnizance of the Rigging udicatorics of 
w2Þ; * this Church, andequally ro Oppoſe Schiſmand De- 
[| High; in any Capacity , that they shopld be cap- 
'of.: But hel Committee, Judgeth,the Reat-- 
4 ing of the larger of the {aids two Papers, in full At- . 
nh fembly, [ro be Inconvenient; In regards - That 
«though thete be ſeveral good Things in it,. yet the - 
. «- ſame doth alto contain, ſevera] Peremptory and groſs 
4 Miſtakes,Uniettonableand Impragicale Propolals, 
«Ind /Uncharitable-and Injunious Refle&jons,. rend- 
40, | _* ingrather to kindle Contentions, than'to compoſe 
bf - 5 Divifiens: Neyerthelefs;the laid Commitree,gi) K 
#7 | 6 'as therrOpini6p ;Fhat the forefaidOffer of the above 
+1 © named FLofons their Subjedtion and Obedience, to 
9 | the Authority of this Church, in her ReſpeQive Ju- 
MET « dicatorjes , contained in the. ſaid Shorter Paper ;. 
f | -« $hould be Entertained and Accepted of, by the Al- 
us | © ſembly, andthey Reeciyed into Communion with 
& this Church, according to their feveral Capacities. 
| Likeas the above nated perſons, -haying Compea 
46, 1n preſence of rhe Aflembly, and. Judicially Owns 
" edand Adheredynto their jaid Shdrter Paper :- And the 
ot} Aflembly having heard the above-written Report, - of 
he] the Committee of Overtures concerning hoth' thie {aids 
la} Papers; As alſo the {aid shorter tins Read intheir 
ev  Frolence; 'The General Afcmbly , after mature De- 
&f | | Bz __  Þbera- 
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* Mr iftbe {. Ars TH | : 2 $ 
ji 4Umainoty; and withous: acomrary 4 
* \Yotes: above written Opinions i 
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T7 Heres" Mr. Thin Lining Me. dex 
[V/ * Schieldy and Mr. liam Boyd, have.  prek; x1 h 
ed rothis Aflembly.two {2 wap + One containing the}: 
Expreſſions aftheir Purpoſe and Promile , of.heing |; 
{ubje& ta the Authority of this Church , », as formedly "Y7 
Conftitured, and now Reſtored, in its ſeveral Tolkea 1. 
tories: The gther Offered for the Exofteration of thei Fr; | 
Confſeiences. Which Pa ergcontaining their Saba: . 
on and SubjeCtion, did atter the exhibjtion of the othes., 
tothe Aﬀembly, Become Binding upon them, accore, 
ding td the Promiſe thetejn made. Likeas, after thay" "x ra 
other and longer Paper had been, Read, before: = y 
C ommittee , of Na It was. exhubite to and; rea,” . 
ther. .withghe Reaſony/ PE | 
> it shoyld not be Pubs, "+ i 


= Fon agg Read, 2 sf duct 
ed by the. forenamed Perſons , in preſence of the Aſk. 
ſembly : The Allembly. did conclude by. one a. of | 
Vore, that. the foreſaid longer. Paper. hould-not/ be | 
Read: And that the above named Perſons shouldbe. | 
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